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Mr. POE changed his vote from

“present’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, | have an appointment
for eye surgery, which cannot be rescheduled.

Were | able to attend today’s session in the
House of Representatives, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall votes Nos. 1163, 1164, 1165,
1166, 1167, 1168, 1169, 1170, 1171, 1172
and 1173.

———————

ORPHANS IN IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, over
the weekend I saw a couple of movies
that everybody in this House ought to
see: One is ‘‘Charlie Wilson’s War,”
which is about the Afghan war and
driving the Russians out; and the sec-
ond is “Kite Runner,” which is a movie
about trying to rescue one orphan in
the Afghan situation.

On the 15th of December, on Satur-
day, in a conference in Baghdad, it was
announced that there are 5 million or-
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phans created by the United States of
America’s war on Iraq. Maybe they are
off by a million; maybe it’s only 4 mil-
lion. But when you see that movie
““Kite Runner,” just imagine that being
4 million kids that are our responsi-
bility because we invaded a country
under false pretenses and we are con-
tinuing to leave a mess. Five million
orphans at Christmastime.
Merry Christmas, everyone.

————

TOYS FOR KIDS ANNUAL HOLIDAY
PROGRAM

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. This is
a season for joy and for giving, and it
is a season where children’s eyes par-
ticularly sparkle. I rise today, Mr.
Speaker, to pay tribute and thank the
many, many volunteers that joined me
on this past Saturday to provide,
again, for the 13th Annual Toys for
Kids Annual Holiday Program and
Christmas Giveaway in the 18th Con-
gressional District.

So many volunteers came from so
many parts of our community. The
faith community; fraternity and soror-
ity community; the women’s organiza-
tions; and schools came out to cele-
brate with our kids. NASA partici-
pated. Four astronauts came to cele-
brate and to compete, if you will, with
Santa Claus.

Over 3,000 children came to receive
gifts, fellowship, to eat. But this could
not have been done without all of the
supporters and certainly all of the vol-
unteers. I tip my hat to all of you for
bringing joy to the children’s hearts
and minds this past Saturday, Decem-
ber 15, 2007. Again, a great success for
the Kids Annual Holiday Program in
Houston, Texas.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRALEY of Iowa). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 18, 2007,
and under a previous order of the
House, the following Members are rec-
ognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CONGRATULATING APPALACHIAN
STATE UNIVERSITY ON THEIR
THIRD CONSECUTIVE NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the third consecutive na-
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tional football championship won by
Appalachian State University this
weekend in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
The ASU Mountaineers soundly de-
feated the University of Delaware 49-21
in the football championship subdivi-
sion’s championship game on Friday
before a record-breaking crowd at Fin-
ley Stadium in Chattanooga.

In taking the 2007 FCS championship
crown, ASU becomes the first football
team in history to win three consecu-
tive national championships. Friday’s
win was the crown jewel of an eight-
game winning streak that propelled the
Mountaineers to their historic ‘‘three-
peat.”

2007 was a historic year for football
at Appalachian State. The Mountain-
eers began the year by defeating Michi-
gan in an epic battle that proved to
football fans around the country that
this team is for real. So it is fitting
that a season that began on such a his-
toric note should end with an even
greater achievement and place Appa-
lachian State squarely in the record
books.

This year, ASU went 13-2, defeated
one of the most highly ranked teams in
football and secured a record three
straight national championships. ASU
has proven that this is a team not only
of skilled athletes led by a dedicated
coaching staff, but that this is a team
with heart and incredible drive. Fri-
day’s game showed how much the
Mountaineers are committed to play-
ing the game with excellence every
time they take the field.

The Mountaineers, led by Coach
Jerry Moore, notched their third con-
secutive championship with stellar
play on both the offensive and defen-
sive sides of the ball. They started the
game by scoring on three possessions
in a row. This put them out to an early
21-0 lead that set the tone for the rest
of the game.

Quarterback Armanti Edwards, who
suffered shoulder injuries earlier in the
season, led the team by throwing three
touchdowns, running for 89 yards on 18
carries and completing 9 of 15 passes
for 198 yards.

Running the ball was Kevin Richard-
son, the Mountaineer running back,
who rushed for 118 yards against Dela-
ware in the championship game and
padded the Appalachian State lead
with two touchdowns. All told, the
Mountaineers racked up 358 rushing
yards in their 28-point margin of vic-
tory.

On the defensive side, senior defen-
sive back Corey Lynch wrapped up an
illustrious tenure at Appalachian by
finishing the game with four pass
breakups, making his college career
total 52. This gives Lynch the NCAA
Division I record for pass defense.

What makes this team all the more
remarkable for their three straight na-
tional championships is how they coa-
lesced around a combination of talent
and grit that the sports establishment
either ignored or overlooked while the
football program at Appalachian just
continued to get better and better.
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There is a taste of America in the
Mountaineers’ football triumphs. They
are a team of hardworking players who
know what it means to walk the walk,
but who know best what it means to
earn the title of champion. This team
of scholar-athletes, under the leader-
ship of Coach Moore, has shown Amer-
ica that we don’t need famous names or
star power to win championships. What
counts most are hard work and perse-
verance.

I salute all the players, coaching
staff, and the extended ASU family for
a third straight national champion-
ship. This has been a great year for
Mountaineer football, and I expect that
next year we will see more of the same.

————
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REGARDING THE PASSING OF
CHARLES G. TILDON, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRALEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I rise to pay tribute to a great
American who fought tirelessly against
injustice and inequality, using edu-
cation as both his sword and his shield.

Charles D. Tildon, Jr., left this Earth
on December 15, 2007, at the age of 81.
Affectionately known as Charlie, he
was born in my hometown of Balti-
more, Maryland, to Charles G. Tildon,
Sr., a preacher, and Estrom Elizabeth
Tildon, a teacher.

His belief in the power of education
was formed at a very young age. He
and his brother, Dr. Tyson Tildon, were
raised to pursue excellence, despite liv-
ing in an era of overt and permeating
racism. Not only did they pursue excel-
lence, but they achieved it in every
task they took on.

Both brothers, now reunited in heav-
en, embodied the virtues of dignity, in-
tegrity, and brilliance. Charlie received
a degree in biology from the then Mor-
gan State College and graduated from
Frederick Douglass High School. He
had a long and successful career that
culminated with the post of the presi-
dent of Baltimore City College, from
which he retired in 1985. Along the way,
he held positions as a middle school
science teacher, associate director of
Provident Hospital, executive director
of the Maryland Service Corps, and as-
sistant secretary of the Maryland De-
partment of Human Resources.

His career trajectory as well as his
community engagement were fueled by
his desire to help others reach their
fullest potential. Charles Tildon was
indeed a trailblazer. In 1969, he became
one of the first African American
trustees for the Maryland Institute
College of Arts. He also contributed his
talents and his time to several commu-
nity organizations, including Associ-
ated Black Charities and Open Society
Institute. He combined his leadership
capabilities with a passion for justice
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to help organize movements for social
change. He was a founding member of
the organization BLEWS, the Black/
Jewish Forum of Baltimore, which was
created in 1978 as an effort to overcome
estrangement between African Ameri-
cans and Jews. Charlie Tildon under-
stood the importance of having these
two communities come together in
order to build mutual trust and under-
standing. He recognized that we are all
more alike than we are different, and
that by working together we bring out
the very best in ourselves and in oth-
ers.

I was blessed to call Charlie my men-
tor and my friend. He was a role model
to me and so many others. He taught
us that our intellect is our greatest
strength and, with it, we have a voice
that we cannot be silenced. He also
taught us that there are trying mo-
ments in our lives when we simply can-
not remain silent.

He co-edited a collection of essays
called Clairvoyance: Reweaving the
Fabric of the Community for Black
Folk. This visionary blueprint included
discussions by some of Baltimore’s
most gifted thinkers about the rela-
tionship between our schools and the
community in which we live. It con-
cluded that we must become a commu-
nity of learning if we are to become a
society in which all people have the op-
portunity to succeed. Clairvoyance is
just one example of how Charlie put
education at the forefront of a march
for human rights which everyone can
join.

I fervently believe in our responsi-
bility to create communities of learn-
ing to provide all children with equal
educational opportunity and to teach
them how to use their minds to over-
come bigotry and hatred. Charlie
helped to shape that belief.

Not only did he selflessly serve his
community, but he cherished his role
as a husband and as a father. I know I
speak for all of those who had the
privilege of knowing Charlie when I say
his presence in our lives was present
enough. He saw his life as a vessel to
help others to succeed. I can think of
no greater legacy. My prayers are with
his wife of 49 years, Louise Tildon, his
son Charles Tildon III, and his two
grandchildren and his entire family. I
thank them for sharing him with us,
and I thank God for Charles Tildon’s

life of extraordinary service and
unbounded grace.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———
S. 2484

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) is recognized for 56 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, tonight
I am proud to stand here to speak on
behalf of S. 2484, a bill to rename the
National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, NICHD, after my
aunt, Eunice Kennedy Shriver.

In 1962, Mrs. Shriver persuaded her
brother, my uncle, President Kennedy,
to establish the NICHD to ensure that
all children are born healthy, and that
they have an equal chance to achieve
their full potential.

Since that time, NICHD has been a
global leader in producing develop-
ments that improve the lives of this
world’s children. Specifically, research
through the NICHD has helped produce
results in reducing the rates of sudden
infant death syndrome, reducing infant
mortality and maternal HIV trans-
missions.

My aunt Eunice Shriver has spent
her life fighting to deliver the promise
of the American dream to each and
every child, not only in this country,
but around the world. She has never
backed down from a challenge. In fact,
when she heard from a mother who
could not find a camp that would ac-
cept their disabled child, Eunice start-
ed a camp of her own in her own back-
yard, a camp for other parents who,
like her, were trying to deal with a
family member who was mentally re-
tarded. My Aunt Rosemary had mental
retardation, and my Aunt Eunice was
inspired because of her experience with
my Aunt Rosemary to start the Special
Olympics. And I don’t think there is
anything that has probably had a more
profound effect on millions of people’s
lives in this world than the impact
that Special Olympics has had, not
only on the millions of families whose
lives that it has touched with those
with intellectual disabilities, but also
for the millions and millions of volun-
teers who have come in contact with
Special Olympics and who found their
lives moved and transformed because
of their experience with Special Olym-
pics.

The Special Olympics organization
has given athletes and their families
the courage to participate in competi-
tion while always remembering that
success is not measured by how often
you win but by how brave you are in
the attempt.

Beyond providing athletes and their
families with new and unique opportu-
nities in competitive sports, the Spe-
cial Olympics also established the
Healthy Athletes Initiative, which in-
creases health care to athletes at
events all around the world. During
2006, 600 screening events took place,
and 135,000 athletes received a screen-
ing. These screenings provided not only
critical care to athletes; they also pro-
vided appropriate treatment, and also
an opportunity for those athletes to
get the rewards of getting the best in
treatment that are too often taken for
granted by the rest of us.

In addition to that, the data from
these screenings are collected and used
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