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local telephone system operating, and
others, for keeping our communities
together through the darkness, the
cold, and the isolation when most of
the phone lines went down.

The immediate efforts of first re-
sponders as well as local and State offi-
cials are to be applauded. And I want
to express a special thanks to the U.S.
Coast Guard. The Coast Guard lost all
of their communication. They lost
their Internet. They lost their tele-
phones. They lost their cell phones.
They were down to VHF radio, 1950s
technology, to communicate with
other first responders and themselves,
and yet, they went out and picked peo-
ple off the roofs, went into homes. One
of the rescuers went into a home that
was flooded up to chest level and the
lights were still on in the room where
this disabled individual was located,
and yet this rescue swimmer went in
there with the electricity on and got
the person out and into a rescue heli-
copter.

The National Guard performed heroic
efforts. Camp Rilea became a safety
shelter, kind of a dry safe harbor for
the people of the north coast. They dis-
tributed generator fuel to so many peo-
ple who were trying to run their own
generators when the power went down,
and at one point they were down to
their last 30, 60, 90 minutes of fuel. But
then they got resupplied and were able
to help continue to keep other folks’
generators working. And the radio sta-
tion in Seaside had their antenna
blown down, but they got right back up
the next day when it was safe to get
the antenna back up and get a gener-
ator going and kept folks informed.

I have tried to work closely with
Governor Kulongoski, and he has been
terrific through this entire episode. It
was a Sunday-Monday storm, and I
couldn’t get a phone call through to
folk in the area until Wednesday night,
but Governor Kulongoski toured the
area Tuesday afternoon and was on the
phone with me Tuesday afternoon to
tell me some of the things that were
needed. The Governor and I work hard
to make sure that both the State and
the Federal components of recovery
and prevention for the future, that we
do our jobs, that we have not too much
government but all the government
that we need to keep Americans safe,
to enable us to pull together in times
of crisis and need.

Life is uncertain in the paradise that
we call the Pacific Northwest. It has
sometimes been referred to as the land
of fire and ice. We have regular storms,
periodic fires, and rare huge earth-
quakes and tsunami. To paraphrase an
author of the region: We are always
searching for hardy people to match
this challenging land. And I think that
we do have those people.

Life in the paradise we call home
may be uncertain, but we know that we
are a match for it and we shall meet
the challenges together. A long road of
recovery lies ahead, but like the pio-
neers of old, we will bring everyone to
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the finish line together. No one will be
left behind. No one will be forgotten. I
want to salute the citizens of the Pa-
cific Northwest, the first responders,
and everyone else who came from the
region to help out in our time of need.
Thank you.

Mr. ISSA. I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. I want to say to my
good friend from Oregon that his reso-
lution not only informs us about the
heroic efforts of first responders and
the residents, but educates us about
places where catastrophic storms may
occur unexpectedly. It sounds as
though the States of Oregon and Wash-
ington had a short-term version of
Katrina and managed somehow to deal
with it themselves. So we commend
first responders and citizens of both
States.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, a
few weeks ago, on December 2 and 3, a se-
vere winter storm swept across Oregon and
Washington State. Countless first responders
came to the aid of those in need and worked
tirelessly to restore order in the aftermath of
the storm. | strongly support H. Res. 851 in
recognition of the dedication, service, and
courage shown by these men and women.

The winter storm affected dozens of com-
munities and many thousands of people in
Washington and Oregon, including my con-
stituents in the Nineth District of Washington.
It struck the Pacific Northwest with a ferocity
that is rarely seen in the region. The storm
brought winds that exceeded 100 miles per
hour, saturated the region with 10 inches of
rain in a 24-hour period, and led to the loss of
human lives. Homes and businesses were
flooded, roads and thoroughfares were dam-
aged or swept away, and thousands of citi-
zens were left without electricity, heat, water,
transportation, or adequate shelter.

Throughout and following the storm, the
men and women of local and state police
agencies, fire and rescue groups, local and
state emergency first-response organizations,
the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Oregon and
Washington National Guard were ready to re-
spond to the extraordinary circumstances.
They rescued those trapped by the rising wa-
ters, provided aid to those in need of critical
assistance, and helped to limit the ill effects of
this tragic weather event.

As a member of the House Armed Services
Committee, | want to call particular attention to
the service of the Washington National Guard.
Some 400 Washington National Guard Mem-
bers, 70 vehicles, and 11 teams supported re-
sponse and recovery operations, conducted
house-to-house searches, and provided need-
ed food, water, and other emergency provi-
sions. In cooperation with many other local,
State, and Federal first responders, the men
and women of the Washington State National
Guard performed their duty admirably, and |
am very grateful to them.

Please join me in honoring the Washington
State National Guard and recognizing the
many other first responders for their contribu-
tions during the winter storm of early Decem-
ber. | urge my colleagues to support H. Res.
851.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARDOZA). The question is on the mo-
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tion offered by the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 851.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL EX-
PLANATORY OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS MEASURES FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2008

Pursuant to section 3 of House Reso-
lution 869, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations submitted
explanatory material relating to ap-
propriations measures for fiscal year
2008. The contents of this submission
will be published in Book II of this
RECORD.

———

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING
THE CENTENNIAL OF OKLAHOMA
STATEHOOD

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 254)
recognizing and celebrating the centen-
nial of Oklahoma statehood.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 254

Whereas on November 16, 1907, Oklahoma
officially became the 46th State of the
Union;

Whereas prior to becoming a State, Okla-
homa was designated as Indian Territory,
providing a vibrant history and culture that
continues to enrich the lives of its citizens;

Whereas the State of Oklahoma was shaped
by those adventurous and daring individuals
who embraced the spirit of this great Nation
as they opened the frontier of the American
West;

Whereas generations of proud people from
all backgrounds have called Oklahoma their
home and have contributed to its spirited
history;

Whereas these hearty and resilient people
have defined what has come to be known as
the spirit of Oklahoma through their
strength, character, and persistent strides
toward a bright future;

Whereas the continued strength, initiative,
and pursuit of excellence displayed by the
citizens of the State of Oklahoma have pro-
duced its vibrant economy and secured it as
a place of opportunity and progress now and
for future generations;

Whereas the solid foundation of family and
community embraced by the citizens of
Oklahoma has been a constant guide and
source of strength to those citizens through-
out its history and will remain so long into
its future;

Whereas the natural beauty and abundant
resources of the State of Oklahoma support
a quality of life for its citizens that is unsur-
passed; and
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Whereas on November 16, 2007, the State of
Oklahoma will begin a new century of state-
hood: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress recog-
nizes and celebrates the centennial of Okla-
homa statehood and wishes its people an-
other hundred years of continued growth,
prosperity, and achievement.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in con-
sideration of H. Con. Res. 254, a resolu-
tion recognizing and celebrating the
centennial anniversary of Oklahoma
statehood.

H. Con. Res. 254 was introduced by
Representative MARY FALLIN of Okla-
homa on November 13, 2007, and re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on December 12, 2007, by voice vote.
This measure, which has been cospon-
sored by 55 Members, has the support
of the entire Oklahoma delegation.

Friday, November 16, 2007, marked
Oklahoma’s centennial celebration.
The Sooner State has played a signifi-
cant role in the development and his-
tory of our Nation and will continue to
be a cornerstone of the independent
spirit that makes our country great.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring OKklahoma’s past achievements,
current accomplishments, and the
State’s goodwill as it continues into
the future. I urge swift passage of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 2564, which recognizes and
celebrates the 100th anniversary of
Oklahoma statehood.

Mr. Speaker, Oklahoma is a State
that takes energy production so seri-
ously that it has oil wells on the
grounds of the Governor’s mansion. It
is a State people were so anxious to
move into that they jumped the gun in
claiming homesteads and entered soon-
er. That is where the nickname comes
from, the Sooner State.

Mr. Speaker, at a time in which en-
ergy independence is talked about but
not achieved, in which States like our
own, California, are major energy pro-
ducers but less than half of the oil that
it consumes, Oklahoma continues to
aggressively find the resources that lie
beneath it and to make it available for
us.

Additionally, throughout its heart-
ache, Oklahoma has given us Gene
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Autry. I won’t skip over Brad Pitt. It
has given us music. It has given us
both country and a number of other
great venues. But, most of all, it gave
us J.C. Watts, the longest winning
streak in history in college football,
and they are proud of it. And, last but
not least, it gave us Will Rogers.

So as we look at Oklahoma, a State
that takes oil seriously, that in fact
was rushed into because it was such a
great place, I also join with my col-
leagues in supporting this resolution
recognizing that, after 100 years, Okla-
homa is still a meaningful and impor-
tant part of this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
resolution, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 254.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
[ 1300

LANCE CORPORAL DENNIS JAMES
VEATER POST OFFICE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3911) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 95 Church Street in Jessup,
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal
Dennis James Veater Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3911

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LANCE CORPORAL DENNIS JAMES
VEATER POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 95
Church Street in Jessup, Pennsylvania, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Lance Cor-
poral Dennis James Veater Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Lance Corporal Dennis
James Veater Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
the consideration of H.R. 3911, a bill to
designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 95
Church Street in Jessup, Pennsylvania,
as the ‘“‘Lance Corporal Dennis James
Veater Post Office.”

H.R. 3911 was introduced by Rep-
resentative CARNEY of Pennsylvania on
October 22, was reported from the Over-
sight Committee on December 12 by
voice vote. This measure which has
been cosponsored by 18 Members has
the support of the entire Pennsylvania
congressional delegation. Lance Cor-
poral Veater was wounded in Anbar
province, Iraq, and died of his wounds
in Fallujah, Iraq. The mission was be-
lieved to be his last mission just 2
weeks before returning home.

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of
this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I join with my colleague from the
District of Columbia in supporting the
naming of this post office after Lance
Corporal Dennis Veater. He was a dedi-
cated marine who enlisted in 2004 upon
his high school graduation and entered
the Marine Corps Reserve at age 17, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of his marine
sergeant major father. Lance Corporal
Veater wanted to serve his country,
and he wanted to make a difference.

On March 9, 2007, just 2 weeks before
his scheduled return to the United
States, Lance Corporal Veater was
mortally injured while conducting
combat operations in Anbar province,
Iraq.

He leaves behind his fiancee, whom
he planned to marry upon his return,
and his 14-month-old son, Dominick.

Lance Corporal Veater did not die in
vain. Today Anbar province is safer be-
cause of the work he and the other ma-
rines did there. I join with my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle in
thinking it is very important to re-
member this man and the work he did
for his family back home.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY) such time
as he may consume.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank the gentlewoman and ap-
preciate the comments of our friends
on the other side.

Dennis Veater is somebody we are
very proud of from the 10th District,
and I rise in support of my bill, H.R.
3911.

I would like to take a moment to
talk about and honor Dennis Veater
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