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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 13, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, Isaiah the prophet tells us: 
‘‘The way of the just is smooth; the 

path of the just is made level by You. 
Yes, for Your way and Your judgments, 
O Lord, we look to You. Your name and 
Your guidance are the desire of our 
souls.’’ 

Since the making of just laws and 
the shaping of policy that is good for 
Your people, Lord, is the work of Con-
gress, we pray that the same spirit that 
moved Isaiah may stir the hearts of the 
Representatives so they may seek Your 

presence and desire Your help with 
greater intensity these days. 

May their souls yearn for You in the 
night and be watchful for Your coming 
with inspiration, clarity of speech, and 
willful collaboration. 

Then when Your judgment dawns 
upon the Earth, may Your people have 
justice. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 

NOTICE 

If the 110th Congress, 1st Session, adjourns sine die on or before December 21, 2007, a final issue of the Congres-
sional Record for the 110th Congress, 1st Session, will be published on Friday, December 28, 2007, in order to permit 
Members to revise and extend their remarks. 

All material for insertion must be signed by the Member and delivered to the respective offices of the Official Reporters 
of Debates (Room HT–60 or S–123 of the Capitol), Monday through Friday, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. through Thursday, December 27. The final issue will be dated Friday, December 28, 2007, and will be delivered on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2008. 

None of the material printed in the final issue of the Congressional Record may contain subject matter, or relate to 
any event that occurred after the sine die date. 

Senators’ statements should also be formatted according to the instructions at http://webster/secretary/conglrecord.pdf, 
and submitted electronically, either on a disk to accompany the signed statement, or by e-mail to the Official Reporters 
of Debates at ‘‘Record@Sec.Senate.gov’’. 

Members of the House of Representatives’ statements may also be submitted electronically by e-mail, to accompany 
the signed statement, and formatted according to the instructions for the Extensions of Remarks template at http:// 
clerk.house.gov/forms. The Official Reporters will transmit to GPO the template formatted electronic file only after receipt 
of, and authentication with, the hard copy, and signed manuscript. Deliver statements to the Official Reporters in Room 
HT–60. 

Members of Congress desiring to purchase reprints of material submitted for inclusion in the Congressional Record 
may do so by contacting the Office of Congressional Publishing Services, at the Government Printing Office, on 512–0224, 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. daily. 

By order of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
ROBERT A. BRADY, Chairman. 
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last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ALTMIRE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ALTMIRE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 4343. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to modify age standards for pi-
lots engaged in commercial aviation oper-
ations. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with amendment in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 3997. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide earnings as-
sistance and tax relief to members of the 
uniformed services, volunteer firefighters, 
and Peace Corps volunteers, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 1245. An act to reform mutual aid agree-
ments for the National Capital Region 

S. 2271. An act to authorize State and local 
governments to divest assets in companies 
that conduct business operations in Sudan, 
to prohibit United States Government con-
tracts with such companies, and for other 
purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 96–114, as 
amended, the Chair, on behalf of the 
Majority Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to the Congressional 
Award Board: 

Patrick Murphy of Washington, DC, 
and reappoints the following individual 
to the Congressional Award Board: 

Andrew Ortiz of Arizona. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to Public Law 106–398, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, and after consultation with the 
ranking members of the Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services and the Sen-
ate Committee on Finance, appoints 
the following individual as a member 
of the United States-China Economic 
Security Review Commission: 

Patrick A. Mulloy of Virginia for a 
term beginning January 1, 2008 and ex-
piring December 31, 2009, vice C. Rich-
ard D’Amato of Maryland, and re-
appoints the following individual to 
the United States-China Economic Se-
curity Review Commission: 

William A. Reinsch of Maryland for a 
term beginning January 1, 2008 and ex-
piring December 31, 2009. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five 1-minute 
speeches per side. 

f 

THE UNCERTAIN ECONOMY 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, a re-
cent poll shows that the economy is 
now priority number one for the Amer-
ican people. With home prices con-
tinuing to fall and costs continuing to 
rise on everything from health care to 
college tuition, American families are 
becoming more and more pessimistic 
about our economy. 

And it’s not surprising that this poll 
showed that the American people trust 
Democrats more than Republicans to 
handle this issue by an 18-point mar-
gin. Since taking office earlier this 
year, the Democratic majority in this 
House has passed several pieces of leg-
islation to assist working families dur-
ing this uncertain economy. 

We increased the minimum wage for 
the first time in a decade, cut loan in-
terest rates in half, and just last week 
we passed an energy bill that addresses 
skyrocketing gas prices and will save 
American families up to $1,000 per year 
at the pump. 

Madam Speaker, this Democratic 
Congress will continue to work on pub-
lic policy measures that help American 
families make ends meet during this 
difficult economic time. 

f 

FUNDING OUR VETERANS 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is 
day 74. That is 74 days since the start 
of the new fiscal year. Our veterans 
still do not have access to the in-
creased funding provided in a bill that 
passed the House and Senate months 
ago and the President is waiting to 
sign. 

This bill includes increased funding 
to improve access to medical services 
for all veterans, new initiatives for 
mental health and PTSD, increased 
funds for improved medical facilities, 
and increased funding to assist home-
less veterans, to name just a few. 

The Democrats have refused to move 
the bill forward. Our veterans have 
been operating on an extended shoe-
string budget since October 1. We now 
know that instead of moving the bill 
forward, the Democrats will instead 
pass more temporary funding that does 
not include this increased funding for 
our veterans. Then our veterans will be 

lumped together with other spending in 
a massive package. 

I’m calling on the Speaker to move 
the bill forward. I am calling on all 
Americans to contact their Represent-
atives and tell the Democratic leader-
ship to send a clean veterans appro-
priations bill to the President now. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN ADAM 
SNYDER 

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and service of Captain Adam Snyder of 
Fort Pierce, Florida, who passed away 
on December 5, 2007, from battle inju-
ries suffered in Iraq. 

Adam was 26 years old. 
Captain Snyder belonged to the 101st 

Airborne Division, stationed at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. He was the fourth 
generation Snyder to proudly serve the 
United States military. Adam was 
serving his second tour in Iraq. 

Adam was a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy, where one of his 
professors, John McVan, described 
Adam as ‘‘one of the best and brightest 
I’ve ever had.’’ 

Adam’s brilliance was not limited to 
his military career. He impressed 
whomever he encountered in all walks 
of life. Adam looked forward to return-
ing home and pursuing his dream of 
acting. His modesty, bravery, and hu-
manity are qualities rarely found in 
such great measure in one man. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart but great pride that I stand here 
today in this sacred hall to honor 
Adam and his family. I want to thank 
Adam’s family for giving America a 
hero who went to work every day de-
fending his country so that we can 
enjoy liberty. 

Adam, our Nation for all eternity 
will be in your debt for the ultimate 
sacrifice you have made. 

f 

HONORING FORMER LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR KARL OHS 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor one of Montana’s 
most dedicated public servants, former 
Lieutenant Governor Karl Ohs. Last 
month Karl passed away in his Helena 
home due to complications caused by 
brain cancer. 

Born in Malta, Montana, in 1946, Karl 
was the portrait of a Montana farmer 
and rancher. Whether it was studying 
agricultural economics at Montana 
State University, meeting with fellow 
ag producers to discuss economic op-
portunities in the State, or working 
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