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test of mercury and autism reaches signifi-
cance with the sample size used, but to re-
port the exact statistic and also effect sizes 
to help future researchers resolve all the fac-
tors involved in the etiology of autism. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. PELOSI addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE, 110TH CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, in accord-
ance with clause 2(a) of rule XI of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, I respectfully 
submit the rules of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. The Committee on Energy 
and Commerce adopted these rules by a 
voice vote, a quorum being present, at our or-
ganizational meeting on January 10, 2007. 

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 110TH 
CONGRESS 

(Adopted January 10, 2007) 
RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Rules of the Committee.—The Rules of 
the House are the rules of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce (hereinafter the 
‘‘Committee’’) and its subcommittees so far 
as is applicable, except that a motion to re-
cess from day to day, and a motion to dis-
pense with the first reading (in full) of a bill 
or resolution, if printed copies are available, 
is nondebatable and privileged in the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. 

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees.—Each 
subcommittee of the Committee is part of 
the Committee and is subject to the author-
ity and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. Written rules 
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent 
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding 
on each subcommittee of the Committee. 

RULE 2.—TIME AND PLACE OF MEETINGS 
(a) Regular Meeting Days.—The Com-

mittee shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 10 a.m., for the consideration 
of bills, resolutions, and other business, if 
the House is in session on that day. If the 
House is not in session on that day and the 
Committee has not met during such month, 
the Committee shall meet at the earliest 
practicable opportunity when the House is 
again in session. The chairman of the Com-
mittee may, at his discretion, cancel, delay, 
or defer any meeting required under this sec-
tion, after consultation with the ranking mi-
nority member. 

(b) Additional Meetings.—The chairman 
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or 
resolution pending before the Committee or 
for the conduct of other Committee business. 
The Committee shall meet for such purposes 
pursuant to that call of the chairman. 

(c) Vice Chairmen; Presiding Member.— 
The chairman shall designate a member of 
the majority party to serve as vice chairman 
of the Committee, and shall designate a ma-
jority member of each subcommittee to 
serve as vice chairman of each sub-
committee. The vice chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as the case may be, 
shall preside at any meeting or hearing dur-
ing the temporary absence of the chairman. 
If the chairman and vice chairman of the 
Committee or subcommittee are not present 
at any meeting or hearing, the ranking 
member of the majority party who is present 
shall preside at the meeting or hearing. 

(d) Open Meetings and Hearings.—Except 
as provided by the Rules of the House, each 
meeting of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees for the transaction of business, 
including the markup of legislation, and 
each hearing, shall be open to the public in-
cluding to radio, television and still photog-
raphy coverage, consistent with the provi-
sions of rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

RULE 3.—AGENDA 
The agenda for each Committee or sub-

committee meeting (other than a hearing), 
setting out the date, time, place, and all 
items of business to be considered, shall be 
provided to each member of the Committee 
at least 36 hours in advance of such meeting. 

RULE 4.—PROCEDURE 
(a)(1) Hearings.—The date, time, place, and 

subject matter of any hearing of the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall be 
announced at least one week in advance of 
the commencement of such hearing, unless 
the Committee or subcommittee determines 

in accordance with clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House that there is good 
cause to begin the hearing sooner. 

(2)(A) Meetings.—The date, time, place, 
and subject matter of any meeting (other 
than a hearing) scheduled on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday when the House will 
be in session, shall be announced at least 36 
hours (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and 
legal holidays except when the House is in 
session on such days) in advance of the com-
mencement of such meeting. 

(3) Motions.—Pursuant to clause 1(a)(2) of 
rule XI of the Rules of the House, privileged 
motions to recess from day to day, or recess 
subject to the call of the Chair (within 24 
hours), and to dispense with the first reading 
(in full) of a bill or resolution if printed cop-
ies are available shall be decided without de-
bate. 

(B) Other Meetings.—The date, time, place, 
and subject matter of a meeting (other than 
a hearing or a meeting to which subpara-
graph (A) applies) shall be announced at 
least 72 hours in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting. 

(b)(1) Requirements for Testimony.—Each 
witness who is to appear before the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall file with the 
clerk of the Committee, at least two working 
days in advance of his or her appearance, suf-
ficient copies, as determined by the chair-
man of the Committee or a subcommittee, of 
a written statement of his or her proposed 
testimony to provide to members and staff of 
the Committee or subcommittee, the news 
media, and the general public. Each witness 
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also 
provide a copy of such written testimony in 
an electronic format prescribed by the chair-
man. Each witness shall limit his or her oral 
presentation to a brief summary of the argu-
ment. The chairman of the Committee or of 
a subcommittee, or the presiding member, 
may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof. 

(2) Additional Requirements for Testi-
mony.—To the greatest extent practicable, 
the written testimony of each witness ap-
pearing in a non-governmental capacity 
shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclo-
sure of the amount and source (by agency 
and program) of any federal grant (or 
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) received during the current fiscal 
year or either of the two preceding fiscal 
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness. 

(c)(1) Questioning Witnesses.—The right to 
interrogate the witnesses before the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall al-
ternate between majority and minority 
members. Each member shall be limited to 5 
minutes in the interrogation of witnesses 
until such time as each member who so de-
sires has had an opportunity to question wit-
nesses. No member shall be recognized for a 
second period of 5 minutes to interrogate a 
witness until each member of the Committee 
present has been recognized once for that 
purpose. While the Committee or sub-
committee is operating under the 5-minute 
rule for the interrogation of witnesses, the 
chairman shall recognize in order of appear-
ance members who were not present when 
the meeting was called to order after all 
members who were present when the meeting 
was called to order have been recognized in 
the order of seniority on the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be. 

(2) Questions for the Record.—Each mem-
ber may submit to the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or the subcommittee additional ques-
tions for the record, to be answered by the 
witnesses who have appeared. Each member 
shall provide a copy of the questions in an 
electronic format to the clerk of the Com-
mittee no later than ten business days fol-
lowing a hearing. The Chairman shall trans-
mit all questions received from members of 
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the Committee or the subcommittee to the 
appropriate witness, and include the trans-
mittal letter and the responses from the wit-
nesses in the hearing record. 

(d) Explanation of Subcommittee Action.— 
No bill, recommendation, or other matter re-
ported by a subcommittee shall be consid-
ered by the full Committee unless the text of 
the matter reported, together with an expla-
nation, has been available to members of the 
Committee for at least 36 hours. Such expla-
nation shall include a summary of the major 
provisions of the legislation, an explanation 
of the relationship of the matter to present 
law, and a summary of the need for the legis-
lation. All subcommittee actions shall be re-
ported promptly by the clerk of the Com-
mittee to all members of the Committee. 

(e) Opening Statements.—(1) All written 
opening statements at hearings conducted by 
the committee or any of its subcommittees 
shall be made part of the permanent hearing 
record. 

(2) Statements shall be limited to 5 min-
utes each for the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member (or their respective designee) 
of the Committee or subcommittee, as appli-
cable, and 3 minutes each for all other mem-
bers. With the consent of the Committee, 
prior to the recognition of the first witness 
for testimony, any Member, when recognized 
for an opening statement, may completely 
defer his or her opening statement and in-
stead use those three minutes during the ini-
tial round of questioning. 

(3) At any hearing of the full Committee, 
the chairman may limit opening statements 
for Members (including, at the discretion of 
the Chairman, the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member) to one minute. At any hear-
ing conducted by any subcommittee, the 
chairman of that subcommittee, with the 
consent of its ranking minority member, 
may reduce the time for statements by mem-
bers or defer statements until the conclusion 
of testimony. 

RULE 5.—WAIVER OF AGENDA, NOTICE, AND 
LAYOVER REQUIREMENTS 

Requirements of rules 3, 4(a)(2), and 4(d) 
may be waived by a majority of those 
present and voting (a majority being 
present) of the Committee or subcommittee, 
as the case may be. 

RULE 6.—QUORUM 
Testimony may be taken and evidence re-

ceived at any hearing at which there are 
present not fewer than two members of the 
Committee or subcommittee in question. A 
majority of the members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum for the purposes of 
reporting any measure or matter, of author-
izing a subpoena, or of closing a meeting or 
hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of Rule XI of 
the Rules of the House (except as provided in 
clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)). For the purposes of 
taking any action other than those specified 
in the preceding sentence, one-third of the 
members of the Committee or subcommittee 
shall constitute a quorum. 

RULE 7.—OFFICIAL COMMITTEE RECORDS 
(a)(1) Journal.—The proceedings of the 

Committee shall be recorded in a journal 
which shall, among other things, show those 
present at each meeting, and include a 
record of the vote on any question on which 
a record vote is demanded and a description 
of the amendment, motion, order, or other 
proposition voted. A copy of the journal 
shall be furnished to the ranking minority 
member. 

(2) Record Votes.—A record vote may be 
demanded by one-fifth of the members 
present or, in the apparent absence of a 
quorum, by any one member. No demand for 
a record vote shall be made or obtained ex-
cept for the purpose of procuring a record 

vote or in the apparent absence of a quorum. 
The result of each record vote in any meet-
ing of the Committee shall be made available 
in the Committee office for inspection by the 
public, as provided in Rule XI, clause 2(e) of 
the Rules of the House. 

(b) Archived Records.—The records of the 
Committee at the National Archives and 
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule 
VII of the Rules of the House. The chairman 
shall notify the ranking minority member of 
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or 
clause 4(b) of the Rule, to withhold a record 
otherwise available, and the matter shall be 
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of 
the Committee. The chairman shall consult 
with the ranking minority member on any 
communication from the Archivist of the 
United States or the Clerk of the House con-
cerning the disposition of noncurrent records 
pursuant to clause 3(b) of the Rule. 

RULE 8.—SUBCOMMITTEES 
There shall be such standing subcommit-

tees with such jurisdiction and size as deter-
mined by the majority party caucus of the 
Committee. The jurisdiction, number, and 
size of the subcommittees shall be deter-
mined by the majority party caucus prior to 
the start of the process for establishing sub-
committee chairmanships and assignments. 

RULE 9.—POWERS AND DUTIES OF 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, 
hold hearings, receive testimony, mark up 
legislation, and report to the Committee on 
all matters referred to it. Subcommittee 
chairmen shall set hearing and meeting 
dates only with the approval of the chairman 
of the Committee with a view toward assur-
ing the availability of meeting rooms and 
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible. 

RULE 10.—REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND 
OTHER MATTERS 

All legislation and other matters referred 
to the Committee shall be referred to the 
subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction 
within two weeks of the date of receipt by 
the Committee unless action is taken by the 
full committee within those two weeks, or 
by majority vote of the members of the Com-
mittee, consideration is to be by the full 
Committee. In the case of legislation or 
other matter within the jurisdiction of more 
than one subcommittee, the chairman of the 
Committee may, in his discretion, refer the 
matter simultaneously to two or more sub-
committees for concurrent consideration, or 
may designate a subcommittee of primary 
jurisdiction and also refer the matter to one 
or more additional subcommittees for con-
sideration in sequence (subject to appro-
priate time limitations), either on its initial 
referral or after the matter has been re-
ported by the subcommittee of primary ju-
risdiction. Such authority shall include the 
authority to refer such legislation or matter 
to an ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the 
chairman, with the approval of the Com-
mittee, from the members of the sub-
committee having legislative or oversight 
jurisdiction. 

RULE 11.—RATIO OF SUBCOMMITTEES 
The majority caucus of the Committee 

shall determine an appropriate ratio of ma-
jority to minority party members for each 
subcommittee and the chairman shall nego-
tiate that ratio with the minority party, pro-
vided that the ratio of party members on 
each subcommittee shall be no less favorable 
to the majority than that of the full Com-
mittee, nor shall such ratio provide for a ma-
jority of less than two majority members. 

RULE 12.—SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

(a) Selection of Subcommittee Members.— 
Prior to any organizational meeting held by 
the Committee, the majority and minority 
caucuses shall select their respective mem-
bers of the standing subcommittees. 

(b) Ex Officio Members.—The chairman 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee shall be ex officio members with vot-
ing privileges of each subcommittee of which 
they are not assigned as members and may 
be counted for purposes of establishing a 
quorum in such subcommittees. 

RULE 13.—MANAGING LEGISLATION ON THE 
HOUSE FLOOR 

The chairman, in his discretion, shall des-
ignate which member shall manage legisla-
tion reported by the Committee to the 
House. 

RULE 14.—COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL AND 
CLERICAL STAFF APPOINTMENTS 

(a) Delegation of Staff.—Whenever the 
chairman of the Committee determines that 
any professional staff member appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of clause 9 of Rule 
X of the House of Representatives, who is as-
signed to such chairman and not to the rank-
ing minority member, by reason of such pro-
fessional staff member’s expertise or quali-
fications will be of assistance to one or more 
subcommittees in carrying out their as-
signed responsibilities, he may delegate such 
member to such subcommittees for such pur-
pose. A delegation of a member of the profes-
sional staff pursuant to this subsection shall 
be made after consultation with sub-
committee chairmen and with the approval 
of the subcommittee chairman or chairmen 
involved. 

(b) Minority Professional Staff.—Profes-
sional staff members appointed pursuant to 
clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Represent-
atives, who are assigned to the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee and not to 
the chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the 
minority party members of the Committee 
consider advisable. 

(c) Additional Staff Appointments.—In ad-
dition to the professional staff appointed 
pursuant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House 
of Representatives, the chairman of the 
Committee shall be entitled to make such 
appointments to the professional and cler-
ical staff of the Committee as may be pro-
vided within the budget approved for such 
purposes by the Committee. Such appointee 
shall be assigned to such business of the full 
Committee as the chairman of the Com-
mittee considers advisable. 

(d) Sufficient Staff.—The chairman shall 
ensure that sufficient staff is made available 
to each subcommittee to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under the rules of the Com-
mittee. 

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in 
Appointment of Committee Staff.—The 
chairman shall ensure that the minority 
members of the Committee are treated fairly 
in appointment of Committee staff. 

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermit-
tent Services.—Any contract for the tem-
porary services or intermittent service of in-
dividual consultants or organizations to 
make studies or advise the Committee or its 
subcommittees with respect to any matter 
within their jurisdiction shall be deemed to 
have been approved by a majority of the 
members of the Committee if approved by 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee. Such approval shall not be 
deemed to have been given if at least one- 
third of the members of the Committee re-
quest in writing that the Committee for-
mally act on such a contract, if the request 
is made within 10 days after the latest date 
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on which such chairman or chairmen, and 
such ranking minority member or members, 
approve such contract. 

RULE 15.—SUPERVISION, DUTIES OF STAFF 

(a) Supervision of Majority Staff.—The 
professional and clerical staff of the Com-
mittee not assigned to the minority shall be 
under the supervision and direction of the 
chairman who, in consultation with the 
chairmen of the subcommittees, shall estab-
lish and assign the duties and responsibil-
ities of such staff members and delegate such 
authority as he determines appropriate. 

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff.—The 
professional and clerical staff assigned to the 
minority shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the minority members of the 
Committee, who may delegate such author-
ity as they determine appropriate. 

RULE 16.—COMMITTEE BUDGET 

(a) Preparation of Committee Budget.— 
The chairman of the Committee, after con-
sultation with the ranking minority member 
of the Committee and the chairmen of the 
subcommittees, shall for the 110th Congress 
prepare a preliminary budget for the Com-
mittee, with such budget including necessary 
amounts for professional and clerical staff, 
travel, investigations, equipment and mis-
cellaneous expenses of the Committee and 
the subcommittees, and which shall be ade-
quate to fully discharge the Committee’s re-
sponsibilities for legislation and oversight. 
Such budget shall be presented by the chair-
man to the majority party caucus of the 
Committee and thereafter to the full Com-
mittee for its approval. 

(b) Approval of the Committee Budget.— 
The chairman shall take whatever action is 
necessary to have the budget as finally ap-
proved by the Committee duly authorized by 
the House. No proposed Committee budget 
may be submitted to the Committee on 
House Administration unless it has been pre-
sented to and approved by the majority 
party caucus and thereafter by the full Com-
mittee. The chairman of the Committee may 
authorize all necessary expenses in accord-
ance with these rules and within the limits 
of the Committee’s budget as approved by 
the House. 

(c) Monthly Expenditures Report.—Com-
mittee members shall be furnished a copy of 
each monthly report, prepared by the chair-
man for the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, which shows expenditures made dur-
ing the reporting period and cumulative for 
the year by the Committee and subcommit-
tees, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel. 

RULE 17.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS 

Any meeting or hearing that is open to the 
public may be covered in whole or in part by 
radio or television or still photography, sub-
ject to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule 
XI of the Rules of the House. The coverage of 
any hearing or other proceeding of the Com-
mittee or any subcommittee thereof by tele-
vision, radio, or still photography shall be 
under the direct supervision of the chairman 
of the Committee, the subcommittee chair-
man, or other member of the Committee pre-
siding at such hearing or other proceeding 
and may be terminated by such member in 
accordance with the Rules of the House. 

RULE 18.—COMPTROLLER GENERAL AUDITS 

The chairman of the Committee is author-
ized to request verification examinations by 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
pursuant to Title V, Part A of the Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act (Public Law 94– 
163), after consultation with the members of 
the Committee. 

RULE 19.—SUBPOENAS 
The Committee, or any subcommittee, 

may authorize and issue a subpoena under 
clause 2(m)(2)(A) of Rule XI of the House, if 
authorized by a majority of the members of 
the Committee or subcommittee (as the case 
may be) voting, a quorum being present. Au-
thorized subpoenas may be issued over the 
signature of the chairman of the Committee 
or any member designated by the Com-
mittee, and may be served by any person des-
ignated by such chairman or member. The 
chairman of the Committee may authorize 
and issue subpoenas under such clause dur-
ing any period for which the House has ad-
journed for a period in excess of 3 days when, 
in the opinion of the chairman, authoriza-
tion and issuance of the subpoena is nec-
essary to obtain the material set forth in the 
subpoena. The chairman shall report to the 
members of the Committee on the authoriza-
tion and issuance of a subpoena during the 
recess period as soon as practicable but in no 
event later than one week after service of 
such subpoena. 

RULE 20.—TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 
(a) Approval of Travel.—Consistent with 

the primary expense resolution and such ad-
ditional expense resolutions as may have 
been approved, travel to be reimbursed from 
funds set aside for the Committee for any 
member or any staff member shall be paid 
only upon the prior authorization of the 
chairman. Travel may be authorized by the 
chairman for any member and any staff 
member in connection with the attendance 
of hearings conducted by the Committee or 
any subcommittee thereof and meetings, 
conferences, and investigations which in-
volve activities or subject matter under the 
general jurisdiction of the Committee. Be-
fore such authorization is given there shall 
be submitted to the chairman in writing the 
following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2) 
the dates during which the travel is to be 
made and the date or dates of the event for 
which the travel is being made; (3) the loca-
tion of the event for which the travel is to be 
made; and (4) the names of members and 
staff seeking authorization. 

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Mem-
bers and Staff.—In the case of travel by mi-
nority party members and minority party 
professional staff for the purpose set out in 
(a), the prior approval, not only of the chair-
man but also of the ranking minority mem-
ber, shall be required. Such prior authoriza-
tion shall be given by the chairman only 
upon the representation by the ranking mi-
nority member in writing setting forth those 
items enumerated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of 
paragraph (a). 

f 

BLUE DOG COALITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. ROSS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, this 
evening, as most Tuesday evenings, I’m 
joined by members of the fiscally con-
servative Democratic Blue Dog Coali-
tion as we come to the floor of the 
United States House of Representatives 
to talk about the debt and the deficit 
and what that means for the future of 
this country and how so many of to-
day’s priorities continue to go unmet 
because of this. 

Today’s national debt is 
$9,169,206,830,867 and some change. For 

every man, woman and child in Amer-
ica, their share of the national debt, 
$30,205. 

As you walk the halls of Congress, 
Madam Speaker, as you walk the halls 
of the Cannon, Longworth and Rayburn 
House Office Buildings, you will easily 
know when you’re walking by the door 
of a fellow Blue Dog member because 
you will see this poster that reminds us 
of the national debt, as well as your 
share. 

This evening we want to talk about 
PAYGO. It’s an acronym for pay-as- 
you-go, and basically there was a lot 
made to do about the first 100 legisla-
tive hours in this new Democratic ma-
jority. Well, the 47 of us in the fiscally 
conservative Democratic Blue Dog Co-
alition were proud of what we were 
able to accomplish in this first legisla-
tive hour under this new Democratic 
majority, and that was reinstating the 
PAYGO rules, which means pay-as-you- 
go. If you have got a new program you 
want to fund, you’ve got to show us 
how you’re going to pay for it. If you 
want to cut a tax, you’ve got to show 
us how you’re going to pay for it. 

The business of borrowing money 
from China to fund programs and tax 
cuts in this country are over, and we 
want to thank the new Democratic 
leadership for their commitment, their 
commitment not to bring a bill to this 
floor that’s not paid for. 

At this time to talk more about this 
issue and a lot of talk about AMT, the 
alternative minimum tax is going to 
touch a lot more people this year. We 
want to protect those people. We want 
to make sure they’re not taxed, but we 
also want to make sure that that bill 
that comes to this floor is paid for. It 
doesn’t make sense to protect people 
from taxes if we’re simply borrowing 
the money from China and then asking 
our children and grandchildren to foot 
the bill. 

That’s why I was very disappointed 
last week when the Senate voted 88–5 
to fix the AMT. They took the easy 
way out. It wasn’t paid for. The Sen-
ate’s plan borrows $50 billion just for 
this year, $50 billion from China to pay 
for a fix to the alternative minimum 
tax. We have a plan in the House not 
only to fix it but to pay for it, and we 
voted for that a couple of weeks ago on 
the House floor and we’re going to vote 
on it again this week. 

And to talk more about this and 
what it all means for this country and 
for future generations is one of the 
founders of the Blue Dog Coalition, my 
friend, JOHN TANNER from Tennessee. 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, 
thank you very much, and I will be 
brief because we have a lot of Blue 
Dogs here tonight that are going to 
speak to this issue, and they will elabo-
rate on what I have to say. 

The PAYGO rule, as we have here 
now as Mr. ROSS pointed out, is basi-
cally what all of us do in our private 
lives. We live within our means. We 
pay our bills, and we hope we have 
some left to invest in the future. This 
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