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The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS) cited the initial investment
in the college program that stimulated
young Barrington’s interest and facili-
tated his skill in aviation, and appro-
priately mentioned our former col-
league, Bill Lehman, who served as
Chair of the Transportation Appropria-
tions Subcommittee, and that brought
a very touching memory back to me as
I worked with then-Chairman Lehman
in my capacity as Chair of the Aviation
Subcommittee to resolve a number of
complex issues in aviation. He was al-
ways gracious and caring and helpful
and astute. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s reference.

And let us move quickly to enact this
legislation to acknowledge Barrington
Antonio Irving’s contribution to avia-
tion, an inspiration to young people.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 661
is a resolution honoring the accomplishments
of Barrington Antonio Irving, the youngest pilot
and first person of African descent ever to fly
solo around the world.

| want to thank our colleague, Mr. HASTINGS
of Florida, for introducing this important legis-
lation.

On June 27, 2007, Barrington Irving flew
solo around the world to inspire youth, in par-
ticular inner-city youth and minority youth,
throughout the Nation to consider pursuing ca-
reers in aviation and aerospace. In doing so,
he became the first African American and
youngest pilot to make such an extraordinary
trip.

In order to make his dream a reality, he re-
ceived donations from airplane manufacturers
and others, which he used to assemble the
plane that carried him around the world. He
named his plane “Inspiration” in hopes that
his flight would inspire others to reach for their
dreams.

In addition to such an amazing accomplish-
ment, Barrington continues to work tirelessly
to provide additional resources for young peo-
ple pursuing careers in the field of aviation.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Irving is a remarkable
man, which should serve as a motivation to us
all that dreams can come true if you put your
mind and heart into a project. That is why |
support H. Res. 661 and urge my colleagues
to do the same.

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 661, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING THOSE WHO HAVE VOL-
UNTEERED TO ASSIST IN THE
CLEANUP OF THE NOVEMBER 7,
2007, OIL SPILL IN SAN FRAN-
CISCO BAY

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 853) honoring
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those who have volunteered to assist in
the cleanup of the November 7, 2007, oil
spill in San Francisco Bay.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 853

Whereas the oil spill that occurred on No-
vember 7, 2007, in the San Francisco Bay re-
sulted in the discharge of between 53,570 and
58,000 gallons of toxic bunker fuel, causing
one of the Bay Area’s worse environmental
disasters;

Whereas 28 beaches were closed and over
1,300 birds so far have been severely impacted
by the spill;

Whereas thousands of individuals through-
out the San Francisco Bay Area immediately
volunteered to assist with the cleanup;

Whereas Bay Area community non-profit
organizations, such as San Francisco Con-
nect, have also rallied to support the re-
sponse and recovery work by supporting
these volunteer efforts;

Whereas Bay Area environmental organiza-
tions, such as Baykeeper, Save the Bay, and
the Bay Institute, have provided invaluable
leadership in reporting, assessing, and help-
ing to remediate the damage to the Bay’s
ecosystem;

Whereas the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, members of the
San Francisco Crab Boat Owners Associa-
tion, commercial crabbers, and other Bay
Area fishermen have all joined the cleanup
efforts as well; and

Whereas the city of San Francisco, par-
ticularly through its Department of Emer-
gency Management, has significantly con-
tributed to the overall response, bringing
considerable resources to bear: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors those individuals and organiza-
tions who have volunteered to assist in the
cleanup of the November 7, 2007, oil spill in
one of our Nation’s most beloved national
treasures, the San Francisco Bay.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. TAUSCHER) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of House Resolution
8563, introduced by my good friend and
distinguished Speaker of the House,
NANCY PELOSI.

This resolution honors thousands of
volunteers who helped clean up the Bay
Area’s beaches and wildlife after the
harmful oil spill of November 7 of this
yvear. The public’s response to 58,000
gallons of fuel polluting the bay typi-
fied how the San Francisco Bay com-
munity comes together during a crisis.
Our Bay Area constituents were eager
to volunteer their time and help mini-
mize the negative effects to the Bay
Area’s fragile ecosystem. For days and
days after the spill, they cleaned birds
and combed the shoreline for oil res-
idue, and in some cases put their own
health at risk in order to protect our
bay.

In order to coordinate the volunteer
efforts, numerous organizations mobi-
lized their members in support of the
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cleanup, including Save the Bay, the
Fishermen’s Association and the Crab
Boat Owners. I am so proud of our Bay
Area constituents, how much energy
they showed, how much passion they
showed, and such dedication that they
showed to the bay during this environ-
mental disaster. These volunteers de-
serve recognition from the House of
Representatives.

I strongly support House Resolution
853.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 853
honors the efforts of all of those that
volunteered to assist the response to
the recent oil spill in San Francisco
Bay. Last month a cargo vessel col-
lided with a span of the San Francisco
Bay Bridge, resulting in a gash to the
vessel’s hull and the release of approxi-
mately 58,000 gallons of fuel oil into
the bay.

Following reports of the oil spill, the
Coast Guard, with its Federal, State
and local government partners, initi-
ated a response to the spill which has
resulted in the deployment of 440 per-
sonnel and the recovery of more than
4,000 cubic yards of oily solids.

In addition to the critical work per-
formed by the Coast Guard and other
government officials, literally thou-
sands of volunteers have assisted in
cleanup operations at beaches through-
out the San Francisco Bay Area. Vol-
unteers have assisted professional
cleanup crews in removing oil from
beaches and have reported sightings of
oil-affected areas and impaired wildlife
to oil spill response personnel.

Additionally, volunteers were re-
quired to undergo at least 4 hours of
hazardous waste and emergency re-
sponse training before participating in
the cleanup efforts.

I want to commend the Speaker of
the House, Ms. PELOSI, and join with
her today in thanking these volunteers
and honoring their efforts to respond
to this unfortunate event.

I also want to take time to thank all
of the Federal, State, and local offi-
cials for their efforts to contain and
minimize the environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of the spill.

I urge all members to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
our time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 853.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to speak person-
ally from my position as someone who
lives in the Bay Area. I live on the east
bay in Alamo, California, far from
where the spill was. But I have to tell
you that of the 8 or 9 million people
that live in the Bay Area, not one sin-
gle one was completely unaffected by
what happened on this terrible day of
November 7. Many of us are deeply con-
cerned that this was an accident that
shouldn’t have happened, that this was
something that may have been pre-
vented. And I have to commend the
Speaker and the delegation from the
Bay Area for moving very quickly on a
bipartisan basis to begin hearings to be
sure that we actually know what ex-
actly happened so that it can be pre-
vented in the future. But today we’re
really here to celebrate the thousands
of Bay Area members that came for-
ward so quickly to volunteer to assist
in the cleanup of the bay at a time
when it was in great jeopardy, at a
time when they put their own health at
risk when, for many of them, it was as
simple as just going down the road to
the beach near their house and at-
tempting to do whatever kind of clean-
up they could have.

The environmental impact of the
spill is still being felt, and certainly
for the wildlife of the Bay Area, it is
still a question of how many will sur-
vive in the long term. When you have
this kind of bunker oil, which is pretty
toxic stuff, come into the bay and flow
on to these wild fowl and other ani-
mals, it puts them in great jeopardy.

We believe that in San Francisco the
bay is a national treasure. We believe
it is not only a source of environ-
mental pride, but it is also a place
where many thousands of San Francis-
cans and Bay Area people work. We
have obviously a very big crab indus-
try, a big fishing industry; and tour-
ism, of course, is a big part of what we
do in the Bay Area. So we are deeply
concerned about what happened on No-
vember 7.

But I think that this is a good time
to celebrate the activism and the vol-
unteerism of people of the Bay Area
and the San Francisco area.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
would advise my friend and colleague
from California that I have no further
speakers at this time and would re-
serve until she finds herself in a simi-
lar position.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. The Speaker be-
came as concerned as we all were im-
mediately upon hearing about this, and
brought the California Bay Area dele-
gation together to understand what we
can do in our Federal capacity to move
this issue. And it was the Speaker’s in-
tention today to speak about the vol-
unteerism of the Bay Area people. Her
speech will be in the RECORD.

At this time I ask all of my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 853.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker,
again I yield myself such time as I
might consume just simply to thank
the honorable Speaker of the House for
introducing this resolution and, again,
to commend the selfless acts, thou-
sands of selfless acts of the volunteers
in the San Francisco Bay Area, also
my good friend on the Transportation
Committee, Mrs. TAUSCHER, for her
stewardship of this bill. I urge passage.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my
constituents in San Francisco and my col-
leagues in the Bay Area delegation, | want to
thank Chairmen OBERSTAR and CUMMINGS,
and Ranking Members MICA and LATOURETTE,
for their cooperation in bringing this resolution
to the floor.

The San Francisco Bay is one of Northern
California’s most precious resources. lts bio-
diversity and fundamental role in commerce
and recreation make it essential to the vitality
of the entire Bay Area.

The Bay is special to San Franciscans. We
bring our kids and grandkids here to play and
learn about the environment. We surf and salil.
And we appreciate the precious ecosystem
that exists on the beaches, in the estuaries,
under the water, and in the nearby National
Marine Sanctuary—the Gulf of the Farallones.
So protection of this Bay—its safety and its
health—has always been a high priority. Any
harm to the Bay is a serious matter, and when
disaster struck on November 7th our commu-
nity was quick to respond.

Thousands of Bay Area residents imme-
diately volunteered to clean beaches, rescue
wildlife and undo the damage caused by this
devastating spill. City officials worked with fed-
eral authorities on a volunteer management
agreement to train and deploy local volunteers
who were qualified to assist with difficult
shoreline and wildlife recovery efforts. As a re-
sult, over 1,000 members of the Bay Area
community were quickly trained and
credentialed.

In addition, community non-profit organiza-
tions such as San Francisco Connect and the
San Francisco Volunteer Center rallied sup-
port; environmental  organizations  like
Baykeeper, Save the Bay and the Bay Insti-
tute offered their expertise; and the Pacific
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations,
members of the San Francisco Crab Boat
Owners Association, commercial crabbers and
other Bay Area fishermen offered their equip-
ment and experience.

Today’s resolution honors all of the individ-
uals, organizations and officials who volun-
teered their time, their skills and their energy
in response to this disaster. Their commitment
to both the environment and their community
saved wildlife from oil residue, protected the
Bay’s ecosystem and made our beaches safe
again for Bay Area families.

As it says in the Bible, ‘to minister to God’s
creation is an act of worship. To ignore those
needs is to dishonor the God who made us.’

To all of those who ministered to the Bay,
| thank you as a San Franciscan, as one who
is honored to represent our great city in this
House, and as Speaker of the House.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 853 honoring those
who have volunteered to assist in the cleanup
of the November 7, 2007 oil spill in San Fran-
cisco Bay.

My district lies roughly 50 miles south of the
area affected by the oil spill. Even though they
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were not directly affected by the spill, the insti-
tutions and people in my district offered their
help and support to their northern neighbors.
The Marine Wildlife Center at the Long Marine
Lab in Santa Cruz treated birds injured by this
spill, the NOAA Weather Service in Monterey
played a pivotal role in providing wind and sea
forecasts necessary to predict the spill’s tra-
jectory and assist in containment, and local or-
ganizations such as the Santa Cruz Surfrider
Chapter organized volunteers to assist clean-
up efforts in the San Francisco Bay.

| am proud of all of the people who unself-
ishly volunteered to assist the cleanup. Their
unselfish response to this environmental dis-
aster highlights just how important marine re-
sources are to our communities. But, despite
our best intentions “business as usual” is kill-
ing our oceans. We can no longer rely on the
generosity of the citizens of this country to
clean up the mess created by big business
and poor governance.

When my constituents invest their valuable
time to take care of the environment, | take
notice. Actions speak louder than words, and
with their actions in November, the people of
the Central Coast are asking us to do more to
ensure that we protect the environment while
we conduct our business. If there is one thing
that this oil spill shows, it is that if we don’t
make protecting the environment a higher pri-
ority, it will come back to haunt us . . . look
at climate change.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we were re-
minded about just how fragile our waterways
are when a ship ran into the San Francisco-
Oakland Bay Bridge and spilled 58,000 gal-
lons of oil into the San Francisco Bay. The
spill spread and soiled the pristine beaches of
Marin County, in my district. It also threatened
the Point Reyes seashore and restoration
projects in Richardson Bay and San Pablo
Bay.

Thousands of volunteers, including many of
my constituents, spent countless hours clean-
ing up. Fishermen volunteered their boats and
their time to help with clean up efforts. Without
their help, the cleanup efforts would have
taken much longer, more birds could have
died, and more of the oil would have been un-
recoverable.

Unfortunately, not enough training sessions
were offered and many potential volunteers
were turned away from helping with the clean
up efforts because they lacked the necessary
training. We need to learn from this and pro-
vide more training opportunities and better uti-
lize potential volunteers.

As we move forward, we must also look into
new technologies to prevent spills and protect
water and beaches. In Marin County, booms
across Bolinas Lagoon and Drakes Estero
failed and left these areas vulnerable to oil
spill contamination. We need to ensure that
we have enough equipment to respond quickly
and effectively, especially for areas somewhat
distant from spill mobilization centers. We also
need to ensure that we have enough people
trained to handle this equipment and manage
the response efforts at these sites.

Thank you, Speaker PELOSI and Represent-
ative TAUSCHER for your leadership on this
resolution. Thank you to my constituents and
to all the volunteers who assisted with clean
up efforts.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 853 and to honor those
selfless individuals who volunteered to help
cleanup the recent San Francisco Bay oil spill.
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On November 7, a cargo vessel inexplicably
collided with the San Francisco Bay Bridge,
spilling more than 58,000 gallons of toxic
bunker fuel and causing one of the worst envi-
ronmental disasters the region has ever seen.
The impact on wildlife and surrounding beach-
es has been extremely detrimental, with over
28 beaches closing and severely impacting
wildlife all around the bay.

However, in a strong testament to the Amer-
ican spirit, through this disaster we saw re-
solve and self-sacrifice. | am extremely proud
of the thousands of individuals from around
the area who immediately volunteered to as-
sist with the cleanup. Bay Area non-profit
community organizations like San Francisco
Connect have supported the response and re-
covery of volunteers, while Bay Area environ-
mental organizations like Baykeeper, Save the
Bay, and the Bay Institute have provided in-
valuable leadership in assessing the damage
and remediating this beautiful ecosystem.

Specifically, | want to recognize two of my
constituents, Lynn Adams and Deborah Nagle-
Burks who, with the Pacifica Beach Coalition,
solicited volunteers while working through red
tape to make sure anyone who wanted to par-
ticipate in the clean-up was able to. They re-
main involved, and have advocated for a
proactive approach to training volunteers be-
fore a spill occurs so that the response of
local citizens can be faster and the damage
limited.

In addition, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, members of the
San Francisco Crab Boat Owners Association,
commercial crabbers, and other Bay Area fish-
ermen have all joined the cleanup efforts,
making an indelible contribution.

The collaborative effort of state and local
agencies deserves our thanks as well. The
City of San Francisco, particularly through its
Department of Emergency Management, has
significantly contributed to the overall re-
sponse.

Mr. Speaker, we owe a deep debt of grati-
tude to all the volunteers who have given their
time, the fishermen who have given their
boats, and the first responders who have
given their expertise to this clean up. Without
the extraordinary efforts of these men and
women it is certain the scope of damage to
the fragile Bay ecosystem would be even
greater than what we face today.

| will never cease to be proud and amazed
by the dedication of my constituents and of
the American people. This why | rise in very
strong support of H. Res. 853. It is my hope
that this resolution will be swiftly passed and
the selfless individuals who volunteered to
clean up the oil spill will be duly recognized.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 853.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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PROVIDING FOR CONCURRENCE BY
HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS IN
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
797, DR. JAMES ALLEN VETERAN
VISION EQUITY ACT OF 2007
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-

lution (H. Res. 855) providing for the
concurrence by the House in the Sen-

ate amendment to H.R. 797, with
amendments.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 855

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution the bill (H.R. 797) entitled ‘‘An
Act to amend title 38, United States Code, to
improve compensation benefits for veterans
in certain cases of impairment of vision in-
volving both eyes, to provide for the use of
the National Directory of New Hires for in-
come verification purposes, to extend the au-
thority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to provide an educational assistance allow-
ance for qualifying work study activities,
and to authorize the provision of bronze rep-
resentations of the letter ‘V’ for the graves
of eligible individuals buried in private
cemeteries in lieu of Government-provided
headstones or markers.”, with the Senate
amendment thereto, shall be considered to
have been taken from the Speaker’s table to
the end that the Senate amendment thereto
be, and the same is hereby, agreed to with
the following amendments:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Dr. James Allen Veteran Vision Equity
Act of 2007.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—LOW-VISION BENEFITS
MATTERS

Sec. 101. Modification of rate of visual im-
pairment for payment of dis-
ability compensation.

Sec. 102. Improvement in compensation for
veterans in certain cases of im-
pairment of vision involving
both eyes.

TITLE II-MATTERS RELATING TO
BURIAL AND MEMORIAL AFFAIRS

Sec. 201. Provision of medallion or other de-
vice for privately-purchased
grave markers.

202. Improvement in provision of assist-
ance to States relating to the
interment of veterans in ceme-
teries other than national
cemeteries.

203. Modification of authorities on pro-
vision of Government
headstones and markers for
burials of veterans at private
cemeteries.

TITLE III-OTHER MATTERS

301. Use of national directory of new
hires for income verification
purposes for certain veterans
benefits.

302. Extension of authority of Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to provide
an educational assistance al-
lowance to persons performing
qualifying work-study activi-
ties.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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TITLE I—LOW-VISION BENEFITS MATTERS

SEC. 101. MODIFICATION OF RATE OF VISUAL IM-
PAIRMENT FOR PAYMENT OF DIS-
ABILITY COMPENSATION.

Section 1114(o) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘5/200"’ and in-
serting ‘20/200”.

SEC. 102. IMPROVEMENT IN COMPENSATION FOR
VETERANS IN CERTAIN CASES OF
IMPAIRMENT OF VISION INVOLVING
BOTH EYES.

Section 1160(a)(1) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘blindness’ both places it
appears and inserting ‘‘impairment of vi-

sion’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘misconduct;”’ and inserting
“misconduct and—"’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘“(A) the impairment of vision in each eye
is rated at a visual acuity of 20/200 or less; or
‘(B) the peripheral field of vision for each
eye is 20 degrees or less;”’.
TITLE II—-MATTERS RELATING TO BURIAL
AND MEMORIAL AFFAIRS
SEC. 201. PROVISION OF MEDALLION OR OTHER
DEVICE FOR PRIVATELY-PUR-
CHASED GRAVE MARKERS.

Section 2306(d) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘(6) In lieu of furnishing a headstone or
marker under this subsection, the Secretary
may furnish, upon request, a medallion or
other device of a design determined by the
Secretary to signify the deceased’s status as
a veteran, to be attached to a headstone or
marker furnished at private expense.”.

SEC. 202. IMPROVEMENT IN PROVISION OF AS-
SISTANCE TO STATES RELATING TO
THE INTERMENT OF VETERANS IN
CEMETERIES OTHER THAN NA-
TIONAL CEMETERIES.

(a) REPEAL OF TIME LIMITATION FOR STATE
FILING FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR INTERMENT
CoSTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The second sentence of
section 3.1604(d)(2) of title 38, Code of Federal
Regulations, shall have no further force or
effect as it pertains to unclaimed remains of
a deceased veteran.

(2) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION.—Paragraph
(1) shall take effect as of October 1, 2006 and
apply with respect to interments and
inurnments occurring on or after that date.

(b) GRANTS FOR OPERATION AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF STATE VETERANS’ CEMETERIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
2408 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘“(a)(1) Subject to subsection (b), the Sec-
retary may make a grant to any State for
the following purposes:

‘“(A) Establishing, expanding, or improving
a veterans’ cemetery owned by the State.

‘(B) Operating and maintaining such a
cemetery.

“(2) A grant under paragraph (1) may be
made only upon submission of an application
to the Secretary in such form and manner,
and containing such information, as the Sec-
retary may require.”’.

(2) LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS AWARDED.—Sub-
section (e) of such section is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘“‘Amounts’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) In any fiscal year, the aggregate
amount of grants awarded under this section
for the purposes specified in subsection
(a)(1)(B) may not exceed $5,000,000.”".

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sec-
tion is further amended—

(A) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Grants under this section”
and inserting ‘‘A grant under this section for
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