February 12, 2007

Stupak Udall (NM) Welch (VT)
Sullivan Upton Weldon (FL)
Sutton Van Hollen Weller
Tancredo Velazquez Westmoreland
Tanner Visclosky Wexler
Tauscher Walberg Whitfield
Taylor Walden (OR) Wicker
Terry Walsh (NY) Wilson (NM)
Thompson (CA) Walz (MN) Wilson (OH)
Thompson (MS) Wamp Wilson (SC)
Thornberry Wasserman Wolf
Tiahrt Schultz Woolsey
Tiberi Waters Wu
Tierney Watson Wynn
Towns Watt Yarmuth
Turner Waxman Young (AK)
Udall (CO) Weiner Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—24
Cramer Hastert Meeks (NY)
Davis, David Herger Murtha
Davis, Jo Ann Hinchey Neal (MA)
Doolittle Hoekstra Norwood
Edwards Johnson (IL) Peterson (PA)
Ellison Johnson, E. B. Rush
Ferguson Kagen Scott (GA)
Gutierrez McKeon Shimkus
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 93 and 94.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall Nos.
93 and 94, for travel reasons | was unable to
be present for the vote. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on both.

———

ELECTION OF MINORITY MEMBERS
TO COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS
OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution H. Res.
153) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 153

Resolved, That the following named mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL
CONDUCT.—Mr. Bonner, Mr. Barrett of South
Carolina, Mr. Kline, and Mr. McCaul of
Texas.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ZEBULON, NORTH CAROLINA

(Mr. MILLER of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, tonight I rise to pay tribute
to ‘“The Town of Friendly People,”
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Zebulon, North Carolina, which cele-
brates its 100th birthday this year.

Zebulon was founded on February 16,
1907, and was named to honor Zebulon
Baird Vance, North Carolina’s Gov-
ernor during the Civil War. Governor
Vance insisted, even in the midst of
confusion and destruction of the Civil
War, on maintaining the rule of law.
North Carolina courts continued to
function throughout the war, and
North Carolina was the only State that
never suspended the writ of habeas cor-
pus.

Some of the early businesses in the
town of Zebulon belonged to African
American residents, like Surratt Dil-
lard, who owned the town’s first res-
taurant. The Wakelon School Building
was built in 1909, telephones came to
the town in 1911, and the first electric
light system was installed in 1916.
Today, some of the Nation’s leading
companies have chosen Zebulon as the
place to do business.

In the past 100 years, the town size
has grown by nearly 10 times, and near-
1y 5,000 folks now call Zebulon home.

I join the residents of Zebulon in
their centennial celebration and I con-
tinue to work on the town’s behalf.

CONGRESSIONAL INACTION JEOP-
ARDIZES ILLEGAL DRUG EN-
FORCEMENT IN WHEELER COUN-
TY

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, Congress still has not passed the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community
Self Determination Act reauthoriza-
tion. So what does that mean? For
Wheeler County, Oregon, it means the
sheriff’s department will lay off a quar-
ter of their workforce. Now, the force
is only four deputies, four deputies in-
cluding the sheriff, but they are re-
sponsible for patrolling 1,833 square
miles. That is an area 30 times the size
of the District of Columbia.

Last year, a deputy found 6,000 mari-
juana plants worth over $19 million
spread over a quarter of a mile of Fed-
eral land. This operation was financed
by Mexican drug cartels and cultivated
by illegal aliens.

When my office inquired further, we
found out that the deputy of Wheeler
County who was out patrolling was
doing so on horseback on your Federal
lands. That is where he is protecting
America from drug cartels and those
that push this on our Kkids.

The sheriff says, ‘‘Cutting these
funds will increase criminal activity on
our Federal lands.”

The county judge says, ‘‘County pay-
ments has been our savior.”” And this
Congress, this Congress and the last
one, have failed to reauthorize county
payments.

It is time you pass H.R. 17.
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IN MEMORY OF U.S. ARMY SPE-
CIALIST CARLA JANE STEWART

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of my con-
stituent, Army Specialist Carla Jane
Stewart of the 250th Transportation
Company based in El1 Monte, Cali-
fornia. Specialist Stewart was Kkilled in
action on January 28, 2007 in Tallil,
Iraq, when her military convoy vehicle
overturned.

Carla was born in La Canada
Flintridge, California to an Armenian
American family. Her father, Edmond
Aprahamian, a former Marine, and her
mother, Emmy Aprahamian, are proud
parents who will cherish the memory
of their daughter who chose to enlist in
the U.S. Army at the age of 35. After
completing her basic training at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina, she told her
family and friends that if her unit was
not deployed to Iraq, that she would
volunteer to go. As it turned out, the
250th was deployed to Iraq last year
and is due to return home in March.

Carla learned mechanical drafting
alongside her father. Her family and
friends have spoken with reverence of
her distinctive commitment to duty,
her dedication to her unit, her love of
country and family. According to her
father, Carla always had a smile. She
was a small woman; her unit called her
Stewart Little, but she was gutsy and
in every other way giant.

It takes a special commitment to
volunteer for military service in a time
of war, and even greater devotion to
country to do so at the age of 35, a time
when most of us have put aside
thoughts of abandoning the comfort of
home to take up arms in the fight for
liberty and freedom. Specialist Carla
Jane Stewart did both, and on behalf of
the United States House of Representa-
tives, we honor her memory.

———————

RECOGNIZING STAX RECORDS FOR
ENRICHING THE NATION’'S CUL-
TURAL LIFE WITH “50 YEARS OF
SOUL”

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to in-
troduce a resolution honoring Stax
Records.

Soul music is a uniquely American
art form that has enriched the Nation’s
cultural life. Indeed, its profound influ-
ences over popular music continues to
be heard on today’s music.

Stax Records, founded in Memphis 50
years ago, played a crucial role in soul
music’s rise to prominence. As such, it
is an icon of the American recording
industry. In fact, its iconic status was
recognized by NARAS last night during
the Grammys, when Stax legends
Booker T. and the M.G.’s and their
Green Onions, and Stax co-founder Es-
telle Axton were honored.
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Isaac Hayes, Otis Redding, the Staple
Singers, Wilson Pickett, Luther
Ingram, Albert King, the Bar-Kays,
Johnnie Taylor, and Rufus and Carla
Thomas are just a few of the many
singers and musicians who started at
Stax.

This year, the Memphis Convention
and Visitors Bureau, Concord Music
Group, Stax Records, and the Soulful
Foundation will be celebrating both
Memphis soul music, American soul
music, and the 50th anniversary of
Stax’s founding. Therefore, I am intro-
ducing this resolution today to recog-
nize Stax’s and soul music’s enormous
contribution to America’s cultural fab-
ric, and ask my colleagues, including
Congressman MILLER, to recognize
Memphis and soul music.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

————

UNITED STATES BORDER PATROL
AGENTS CAMPION AND RAMOS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, tonight I won’t take nearly
the 5 minutes that I have allotted, but
I and many Members of the House have
been trying to help two border agents,
Border Agent Campion, and Border
Agent Ramos, who are now serving 1 to
11 years in Federal prison, the other for
12 years in Federal prison for shooting
a drug smuggler.

What makes this so sad, quite frank-
ly, Mr. Speaker, is these men have had
a wonderful record of serving the
American people on the borders of this
country, trying to help defend America
from those who want to come to this
country illegally, and especially those
who have drugs or may be terrorists,
quite frankly.

But these two men were found guilty
in a Federal court, and I am afraid that
all the information that could have
been used to help these two men not go
to prison was under seal. That is a
legal issue, and I won’t speak to that,
but I will say that I want the people to
know tonight, my colleagues here in
the House, that the drug smuggler who
had a record of smuggling drugs from
Mexico to America was the one that
they shot when he was trying to escape
after his van crashed with 743 pounds of
marijuana. These men thought they
were doing their duty for this country,
and therefore they shot at this drug
smuggler as he was leaving. The bullet
actually went through the buttocks
and went out, and according to the
medical examiner that meant that he
was turned like he was going to face
them and possibly, if he had a weapon,
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fire at them. They thought he had a
weapon.

0 1915

Mr. Speaker, the sad thing is that
Agent Ramos 2 weeks ago was beaten
in a Federal prison. These men, their
lives are at stake, and we call upon the
White House to look seriously at this
case.

We think there are legal questions as
to the indictment and to the process
itself. We would like for the White
House and the Attorney General’s of-
fice to look seriously at whether these
men should at least be given some type
of pardon while their hearings are
being heard. But we are calling on the
White House to please look seriously at
giving these two men an opportunity
for pardon, because I do not know how
we can say to the American people that
our law enforcement, who are trying to
protect this country from those who
are invading this country, whether
they be from Canada and Mexico, and
yet with our border agents do the best
job they can under very, very difficult
situations, then they end up spending
11 and 12 years in Federal prison.

Again, in closing, and I will be clos-
ing, we are asking the administration
to look carefully at the possibility of a
pardon. There are many Members of
the House, both Republican and Demo-
crat, that are concerned about this
case.

In fact, today, Senator FEINSTEIN
from California, a Democrat, called
upon Mr. LEAHY, chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee, to look into this
case.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I will close
by asking the President to please show
the families of Mr. Compean and Mr.
Ramos that justice does prevail in
America if you are trying to defend the
Constitution and defend the people of
America.

———————

OPIUM TRAFFICKING IN
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, as this
body plans to debate tomorrow the on-
going war in Iraq, I come to the floor
this evening to discuss what I feel is
the forgotten war, the United States’
war on terror in Afghanistan.

I have stressed on numerous occa-
sions the importance of the United
States not losing sight of the real front
in the war on terror in Afghanistan.
Too often, the Bush administration has
placed all of its efforts into fighting
the war in Iraq while the Taliban and
al Qaeda increased their presence in
Afghanistan and western Pakistan.

It was promising to see Secretary of
State Robert Gates visit Pakistan this
weekend to meet with Pakistani Presi-
dent Musharraf. Unfortunately, Sec-
retary Gates stated that the meeting
was, and I quote, not aimed at securing
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the assurance of action from Pakistan.
As I have stated before, assurances of
action are exactly what the United
States must demand from Pakistan at
this time.

President Musharraf has acknowl-
edged that his country’s Frontier
Guards have allowed insurgents to pass
freely at the border shared by Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. If the Pakistani
President is fully aware of Taliban in-
surgents crossing the border, why is he
not taking the necessary steps to bring
an end to these violations?

Mr. Speaker, in Afghanistan the
Taliban seems to be ramping up its ef-
forts and possibly planning a spring of-
fensive. Last week in a speech on the
House floor, I mentioned a town in
southern Afghanistan, Musa Qala,
which has been overrun by forces de-
spite a peace deal brokered between
local leaders and NATO-led forces. This
deal called for the local leaders to take
control of the town and ensure that
Taliban fighters not create a strong-
hold in the area.

Unfortunately, these deals failed, and
this week it has been reported that
roughly 1,500 families have fled Musa
Qala and, as an anonymous Taliban
commander has claimed, there are
thousands of Taliban in the region pre-
paring for a possible attack by United
States or NATO forces.

Now, it is extremely important for
the United States to step up its efforts
in this deteriorating country. Of par-
ticular significance is the alarming
rate at which the opium trade is grow-
ing in Afghanistan. According to the
U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, opium
poppy production reached a record 6,100
metric tons last year, and this is 49
percent greater than the total in 2005.

Corruption is rampant within the
opium trade, and the Taliban not only
profit by selling and trading the opium,
but also through providing protection
to opium farmers and traders. Corrup-
tion is so pervasive that police chief
posts in poppy-growing districts are
auctioned off for as much as $100,000 for
a 6-month appointment.

While these police chiefs will only
make $60 a month, they know the kick-
backs they will receive from working
with the opium farmers and the
Taliban will be extremely financially
rewarding. Now, some claim that the
U.S. and NATO should simply fly over
Afghanistan and spray chemicals over
all the opium fields to destroy the
crops; but not only will this cause envi-
ronmental and health damage, but it
will also raise the price of opium and
drive farmers towards the Taliban in-
surgents.

What the U.S. should do instead is
use the additional aid that it plans to
send to Afghanistan this year to bol-
ster rural development in poppy-grow-
ing areas. This money must also be
used to create new rural industries so
the farmers will have options other
than growing poppy and participating
in the illicit opium trade.

The main goal of U.S. efforts to
eradicate the illicit opium trade should
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