November 15, 2007

FCC can’t tune out. It is time for Con-
gress to act. Let’s make sure the will
of the American people is heard, not
just this preordained stunt by an FCC
commissioner.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Oklahoma (Ms. FALLIN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. FALLIN addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING MRS. MARIANNE
HEINEMANN RUSSO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
am honored and I want to thank Mem-
bers of Congress for allowing me to
make this statement. This is con-
cerning the death of a very dear friend
of mine and a great American that has
served our country, Marianne Russo.
On November 12, 2007, Ms. Russo died at
the age of 71 in her home in Elkdale
House in Lincoln University, Pennsyl-
vania.

Ms. Russo was born on May 7, 1936, in
New Canaan, Connecticut. She grad-
uated from Little Red Schoolhouse,
New Canaan Country Day School, the
Baldwin School and Mount Holyoke
College.

She earned a master’s degree in his-
tory at Columbia University and a
master’s in linguistics at the Univer-
sity of Delaware. During the peak of
the civil rights movement, Ms. Russo
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and her husband, the late Paul An-
thony Russo, made a significant con-
tribution to history by teaching at
Lincoln University, a historically
black institution.

Ms. Russo’s passion for teaching and
writing prompted her to organize a
local writers’ group and participated in
the Key West Literary Seminar, which
created the Marianne Russo scholar-
ship for inspiring writers.

In addition to this achieving excel-
lence as a teacher and a writer, Ms.
Russo coordinated grass-roots efforts
to elect progressive Democratic can-
didates to serve on local, State and
Federal Government levels. In fact, she
was the recipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the OxGrove
Democratic Committee.

Today I ask Members of Congress to
take time to honor Ms. Russo who is
not only a patriot but a great Amer-
ican. Ms. Russo dedicated her life to
serving others as a teacher and a pub-
lished writer.

As an accomplished author, teacher,
political activist, and recipient of nu-
merous awards and honors, Ms. Russo
has truly left behind an excellent leg-
acy. Her excellence will continue to
shine through her four children and
four grandchildren, all of the individ-
uals she enriched in her classrooms, or-
ganizations and literary works.

As a member of the Congressional
District 17 in Miami, Florida, I have
the honor to be the Congressman for
her daughter, Monica Russo, President
of SEIU Healthcare Florida, and also
serves on the international board of
SEIU.

In addition, I have the opportunity
and great honor and the blessed privi-
lege to be the godfather for her grand-
daughter, Giovanna, who I love and ap-
preciate, and I know that she will con-
tinue the family legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
that we recognize Americans like Ms.
Russo and her husband, Mr. Russo.
They are in a better place now. And
what they have left here in this coun-
try and here in the United States of
America is a sense of pride, a sense of
activism, and a sense of love.

I would also like to state into the
RECORD that a memorial and celebra-
tion in her honor celebrating her life
will be held on Saturday, November 17,
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at Penns Grove School
Auditorium, 301 South Fifth Street,
Oxford, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to further-
more say that many times Members
come to the floor to share with the
Members of Congress the great con-
tributions of Americans that have
moved on to a greater place, some on
the battlefield in an area of war, some
that were patriots here teaching and
pushing Americans to take part in this
democracy. I am very proud of Ms.
Russo’s accomplishments. I know that
her spirit will continue to live in this
country, and I know there are other
Ms. Russos that are out there that are
going to carry the spirit at the grass-
roots level.
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I say to the Russo family that is
gathered at the family home to cele-
brate her life, celebrate her life as
though she is still here, because she is.
And she will live within you and live
within me and live within other Ameri-
cans that appreciate Americans like
her.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great honor,
before we go on this Thanksgiving
break when we surround ourselves with
family and friends, to let you know
that sometimes we have to cry, some-
times we have to pray, and sometimes
we even have joy. I ask during the holi-
day season, and especially for the
Russo family, to live within the joy
that you remember in your heart and
your mind of her contributions to your
family and to our country.

———
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LETTER FROM REBECCA SHOWERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in the people’s House to give
voice to the pain and courage of Re-
becca Showers, one of my constituents.
I do so, believing that we must take
every opportunity in this Chamber to
tell the stories of the American people.

With Rebecca’s permission, I would
like to read part of a letter she sent to
me earlier this month. Rebecca’s hus-
band had every expectation of com-
pleting his service in the Army after
two tours in Iraq. But recently he re-
ceived word that he now faces a third
deployment, this one for 15 months.

Speaking of her husband, Mrs. Show-
ers writes this: “I don’t want him to
miss a year and a half of our lives. Our
son is 2, and he will miss the most im-
portant times in his life, the forming of
sentences, learning new words, learn-
ing the alphabet, even two of his birth-
days, which, by the way, he already
missed him turning 2 on October 17.

‘““He will also miss two Christmases
and two Thanksgivings. Just to let you
know, in the last 6 years he has only
been home twice for Christmas, and
not once for Thanksgiving. I'm sure
you hear this a lot from other Army
spouses, but I just want my husband to
be home with his family, where he be-
longs. I would like to know what the
government is willing to do about get-
ting our guys home sooner, or at least
if they are willing to send them over
for shorter tours. A year and a half is
just too long, and I am not sure they
understand that.

““Is there anything you can do for me
and my son or know anything else that
maybe I could do? Please help me, Mr.
SARBANES. He shouldn’t have to go for
so long. It’s tearing me apart.”

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know whether
it’s possible to accelerate this young
man’s return, but I have contacted the
Department of the Army, asking for its
consideration based on these cir-
cumstances. In the meantime, my col-
league, Ellen Tauscher, has introduced
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legislation to require that between
these extended tours, our troops would
at the very least receive the same
amount of time home with their family
that they have spent deployed in Iraq.

I again salute Rebecca Showers’s
courage and her husband’s service to
our country.

THANKSGIVING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for half
of the remaining time until midnight
as the designee of the minority leader,
approximately 50 minutes.

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, it’s a treat
to be able to join you and take a look
at a very interesting subject, a subject
that we in America will all be thinking
about here before so very long, the sub-
ject of Thanksgiving. There are, of
course, many different Thanksgivings
that each of us have enjoyed with our
families. But I am here to talk particu-
larly about a little group of marines,
they might be considered, a group of
marines that undertook a great adven-
ture to America, and that is, of course,
the story of our Pilgrims.

There is some debate and some belief
that there was a Thanksgiving celebra-
tion in the area of Berkley or the
Jamestown area in maybe the 16th,
17th-ish vicinity. But the one that
springs to most people’s minds is the
story of the Pilgrims. Perhaps the rea-
son is because the Pilgrim story is such
a fantastic adventure. It sparks the
imaginations of not only children but
adults as well. It goes back some time.

So I thought what I might share this
evening is this great adventure story,
but with a purpose. The purpose is to
suggest that there was something far
more significant. In fact, a number of
things more significant than the Pil-
grims brought us, even in the tradition
of our turkeys and cranberry sauce,
better than the tradition of Thanks-
giving, and far more significant to par-
ticularly those who meet in this Cham-
ber.

The story of the Pilgrims goes back a
long way. The idea and the thing that
separated the Pilgrims, to a certain de-
gree, were the writings of a theologian
from Scotland that followed Knox. As
he looked into the Old Testament, he
saw a pattern that had been overlooked
by many in European history. He
looked into the Old Testament and he
noticed that there was a Moses, and
that Moses seemed to run the govern-
ment, but there was Aaron, who
seemed to run the worship of that
which you might call a church.

Through the Old Testament he no-
ticed there was a difference between
church government and civil govern-
ment. Now this was, in a way, a novel
idea because those two had been con-
fused for hundreds of years in European
history. So he started to write about
the idea that really maybe the church
should be separate from the civil gov-
ernment.
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Now in those days in jolly Old Eng-
land it was James who was King. He
wasn’t exactly the model of a good
church leader, perhaps. So there were
those who, as they read these writings,
took them to heart. They were called
Brownists or Separatists. They came
up with the idea that they would start
their own church separate from the
King.

Now this idea didn’t go over politi-
cally very well at all. So this group of
people met together, created their own
little, if you would, New Testament
church. They elected their own leaders
and they met in a manor house in
Scrooby, England. Well, the King, in
response to these things said, I am
going to hurry them out of England. So
he put them in stocks and he taxed
them and harassed them and charged
them falsely with all kinds of things
and persecuted them to the point that
these Separatists had to leave England,
one group after the next. There weren’t
that many, maybe several thousand in
England at the time.

They went, as many of you know to
Lieden, over in the Netherlands and
Holland. There they worked a very,
very hard existence and had their dif-
ficulties there trying to learn a new
language and trying to find a way to
make a living.

One of the things they found after
they had been there some period of
time was that their children started
picking up some bad habits, in their
opinion, of the Dutch children. So they
determined that they needed to do
something different. It was then that
they looked around for the idea of per-
haps finding a different place to build a
new civilization based on new ideas
that they had been thinking about.

So the Separatists, particularly
under the leadership of their pastor,
John Robinson, started to consider the
idea of coming to America and plant-
ing a colony. That, of course, required
a lot of money. So they looked for
some people to finance this expedition.
They found the merchant adventurers.
The merchant adventurers helped them
raise the capital to fund the
Mayflower. They also hired another
smaller ship called the Speedwell. The
picture of the Speedwell you can see on
the rotunda, as the Pilgrims were hav-
ing a prayer meeting aboard the
Speedwell.

So it was after a period of time these
Separatists or Brownists, as they were
called, got onboard.
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They traveled from Leiden, which
was their hometown, to Delfthshaven.
You can see in the Capitol Rotunda
Delfthshaven in the background, and
the Pilgrims at prayer about to leave
to come over to England, where they
would rendezvous with the Mayflower
and other separatists who were going
to be making this expedition, along
with just some plain old families, jolly
old blokes off the street of England. So
this expedition was taking shape.
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The trouble was the Speedwell was a
pretty leaky ship and the captain
wasn’t too enthused about going across
the ocean. They put the gear into the
ships, started to try to get off in the
summertime and made one start. And
the Speedwell started leaking after 3
days. They had to turn around and
come back. They re-caulked the ship
and set off again. It started leaking
again. They could find no leaks in it.
They finally decided to leave the
Speedwell behind. The Mayflower had
to put off with just the people they
could fit in the Mayflower.

Now, as they took off, you can imag-
ine what started to happen. You have
got men and women and children, a lit-
tle over 100 of them, cramped in very
tight quarters aboard the Mayflower.
And if you have been at ship at sea for
a little while, you know what hap-
pened. They started turning greenish
in color and started getting violently
seasick.

In the meantime, they had a bosun
that made kind of a sport of making
fun of them, saying, ‘‘Puke socks, we
have seen this before. We will be soon
wrapping you up in a sail and sending
you down to feed the fish.”

So it was that they started this very
long and difficult voyage in the
Mayflower across the stormy North At-
lantic.

Now, these people were praying peo-
ple, a good many of them, and you can
imagine they were hoping they would
get a nice, easy voyage. But it didn’t
happen that way. Instead, the storms
just howled around them, and they
continued seasick. And it was about a
66-day voyage that they were pretty
much not quite locked, but kept com-
pletely underneath the deck.

There was one of them that just
couldn’t stand this, the foul air down
in the cabin with all of these kids cry-
ing and mothers and everybody sea-
sick, who came up on deck, and a wave
about washed him overboard. And he
was in the ocean for a while, and he put
his arm out, grabbed a rope and was
hauled back into the ship. He was
about blue, he was so cold, and he went
down under the deck and didn’t stick
his head out again until they finally
sighted land.

Well, as they were about two-thirds
or so away across the Atlantic, the
ship was pitched from side to side in
the huge storms. There was a groan
and a terrible creak as the main beam
that supported the mast, the main
mast of the Mayflower started to give
way. It was cracking and sagging under
the weight of the mast and the duress
of the wind and the sails of the
Mayflower.

The captain, taking a look, thought
they might have to put back, but they
were in very bad shape with the beam
cracking this way. It was then that
some of the passengers remembered the
big printing press that was in the hold
of the Mayflower. They wrestled it into
position, jacked it up and forced the
huge oak beam back into place, and the
Mayflower continued on.
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