
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1403 February 8, 2007 
speak words of tribute to a beloved 
lady, born Mae Cardella Fox on a cold 
December day in 1913. Mae was the es-
sential coal miner’s daughter and grew 
up in a small miner’s camp close to 
Habersham, Tennessee. 

When she was only 11 years old, her 
mother died of pneumonia. Being the 
oldest daughter at home, she bravely 
embraced the crushing challenge at her 
age of maintaining a household and 
cooking for her siblings and her father. 

When she was 16 years old, just as the 
Great Depression was falling upon 
America, she married another coal 
miner by the name of Earl Carr. The 
two of them were deeply committed to 
each other, and by themselves alone, 
using only hand tools, they built their 
first home, a log cabin on Pine Moun-
tain above Morley, Tennessee. 

When Mae was still in her twenties, 
her husband Earl was in a terrible acci-
dent when a coal mine caved in, killing 
many of his friends and breaking his 
own back and disabling him for life. 
When rescue workers reached him, he 
had already begun to dig himself out. 

To take care of her severely injured 
husband and family, Mae began to take 
in laundry and clean houses, and she 
said she canned every kind of berries 
that grew in the Smoky Mountains. 
The older children gathered and sold 
holly at Christmas time, and the entire 
family gathered coal that fell from the 
tipple where the train cars were loaded. 
They said sometimes the workers 
would deliberately throw out coal for 
the families. 

As the children grew in number and 
in stature, the family would travel to 
Florida in citrus season to pick or-
anges. It was there that my first 
memories of Mae and Earl Carr were 
born. I can remember at 4 years old 
waking up before daylight and climb-
ing into a tarpaulin-covered truck, 
called a doghouse, and going to the or-
ange groves to help pick oranges with 
Mae and the rest of her family. 

To find better work, the family 
moved to Colorado, close to Juanita 
Franks, one of Mae and Earl’s married 
daughters. While they were there, a 
grandson with a missing palate and a 
cleft lip was born to Juanita. Mae lov-
ingly helped feed this little baby with a 
pill cup and an eyedropper until sur-
gery could be performed. Madam 
Speaker, this is only one small in-
stance of all of the acts of love and de-
votion this precious woman bestowed 
on every member of her family. 

Mae Carr loved Jesus and her family 
more than anything else in life, and in 
all of the joys and struggles of their 
lives and 64 years of marriage, Earl and 
Mae Carr became the patriarch and 
matriarch of a family that would num-
ber 11 children, 47 grandchildren, 76 
great-grandchildren, 22 great-great- 
grandchildren, and two more on the 
way. 

A few days ago, in her 94th year of 
life, I was called to the bedside of Mae 
Carr, who as it happens, Madam Speak-
er, is my precious grandmother, and 

who was called home to meet her Sav-
ior on February 7, 2007. 

Among her last words to me were 
those contained in a phrase I had heard 
her say many times before, and ex-
panded just this once. She said, ‘‘Trent, 
the truth will stand when the world is 
on fire; and the truth will still be here 
when the world is gone.’’ 

Madam Speaker, if all of us in this 
institution and this world could learn 
the reverence for truth and the love for 
humanity personified in this four-foot- 
eleven coal miner’s daughter, the en-
tire human family would be nobly 
transformed. 

I will cherish those final moments 
with her for the rest of my life, because 
her mind at the time was still keen and 
perfectly lucid, and I was able to tell 
her not just how much I loved her, she 
already knew that, but I was able to 
tell her how much we were grateful for 
her 94 years of loving all of those about 
her, for loving life, and for making this 
world a better place to live. And, most 
importantly, Madam Speaker, I was 
able to remind her that indeed her life 
was a profound victory and that all of 
her dreams had come true. 

Because you see, Madam Speaker, 
Mae Carr’s dreams, though profound 
beyond words, were simple dreams: a 
family to love and nurture and support, 
children, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and even great-great-grand-
children who would learn her heartfelt 
love for God and her fellow human 
beings. Her family now stands as a liv-
ing testament to her life and her noble 
dreams fulfilled. And her greatest 
dream, Madam Speaker, is also now 
fulfilled as she stands in the presence 
of her Savior and has heard His eternal 
words of victory, ‘‘Well done, my good 
and faithful servant.’’ 

The truth will stand when the world 
is on fire, and the truth will still be 
here when the world is gone. Mae 
Cardella Carr. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KLEIN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from New Jersey (Mr. AN-
DREWS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to begin my remarks with 
words of appreciation for Mr. Robert 
Knotts, who served with distinction as 
my legislative director and who will be 
leaving our office next week to further 
advance his career. I want to express 
my appreciation to Robert, Madam 
Speaker, for the service he has given to 
our constituents and the fine work he 
has done as a member of this institu-
tion. 

He has helped me prepare these re-
marks tonight, and I mean them in a 
heartfelt way to say thank you. 

For the last 25 years, the regime in 
Iran has secretly and unlawfully com-
menced the process of acquiring a nu-
clear weapon. This is a grave threat to 
peaceful and freedom-loving people 
around the world. This is a regime 
headed by a president who just re-
cently has said that one Holocaust was 
not enough, that we need another one; 
a regime headed by a president who 
said that Israel should be wiped off the 
face of the Earth; a regime that has 
flagrantly and blatantly disregarded 
international law in pursuing this 
weapon of mass death. 

I believe that it should be a policy 
not only of our country but of freedom- 
loving nations around the world that 
this regime in Iran must never have a 
nuclear weapon that it could use 
against its neighbors or other peace- 
loving people around the world. It is 
truly a grave threat. In my view, 
Madam Speaker, it is a grave threat 
that calls for diplomacy, strategy, and 
cooperation, and not for a reckless 
rush into armed conflict. That is the 
purpose, Madam Speaker, of my re-
marks here this evening. 

I am troubled by recent signs that I 
have seen from our administration 
with respect to the issue of Iran. Place-
ment of naval assets in that area of the 
world is justified as a defensive meas-
ure, but I worry that it may be a pro-
vocative measure. The words of our 
President are words which can be 
taken, and I hope they are meant in 
the spirit of warning and cooperation, 
but they could also be taken in the 
spirit of provocation, and I hope and 
pray that they are not meant in that 
regard. 

My principal message though this 
evening is not one about answering the 
question as to what we should do about 
the threat of a nuclear weapon in Iran. 
My principal message is to find who 
the ‘‘we’’ in that sentence is, what 
‘‘we’’ should do about the question of 
nuclear proliferation in Iran. 

The Constitution of this country 
vests the sole authority to declare war 
in the Congress of the United States of 
America. Our Presidents as com-
manders in chief have inherent author-
ity to protect our country in time of 
emergency and to act in self-defense, 
but it is a clear principle of this Con-
stitution that the power to initiate 
hostilities, the power to declare war, 
rests in this body and the other body. 
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I think it is imperative in the days 

and weeks ahead that in whatever 
forum, in whatever way, this House go 
on record as reaffirming that constitu-
tional prerogative with specific ref-
erence to the issue of what we should 
do about Iran. 

If there is to be consideration of mili-
tary action involving Iran, in my judg-
ment, such consideration would be 
reckless and premature at this time 
and under these facts. But if there is to 
be consideration of military action, it 
should be careful, deliberate, thought-
ful consideration done under the aus-
pices of this Constitution. 

America’s greatest resource in the 
area of national defense is the men and 
women who step forward voluntarily to 
serve this country and wear the uni-
form of this country. They step for-
ward because of their faith that we are 
a country that follows the rule of law, 
and not the edict or desire of any one 
man or woman irrespective of what of-
fice he or she is elected to. It is my 
concern that that faith would be erod-
ed and indeed misplaced if we do not 
follow the rule of law in this crucial in-
stance. 

This House needs to affirm our con-
stitutional prerogative in this matter. 
There should be no consideration of the 
initiation of any preemptive hostilities 
against Iran or anyone else without the 
careful, thorough, constitutional con-
sideration that such a question man-
dates and demands. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

BIG OIL AND ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I 
imagine that I am not the only Mem-
ber who hears from constituents regu-
larly when oil companies report record 
profits, particularly with gas prices 
being what they have been over the 
past year. 

Last Friday, the New York Times 
had this headline: World’s Largest Oil 
Companies Gushing Profits. The Times 
story followed a report that 
ExxonMobil, the world’s largest pub-
licly traded company, had enjoyed the 
largest annual profit for any company 
in history, almost $40 billion in 1 year, 
at a time when extraordinarily high 
gasoline prices were punishing the 
budgets of almost every family in our 
country and punishing the budgets of 
every business in our country. 

Did ExxonMobil lower the prices at 
the pump to adjust for these egregious 

profits? Absolutely not. In its first 
order of business, it spent almost $10 
billion to buy back its own stock, and 
then it took some of its profits to cre-
ate a disinformation campaign against 
the panel on climate change. 

And, finally, this week what did 
ExxonMobil do? It went after the State 
of Alabama, and lawyers for the com-
pany asked the Alabama Supreme 
Court to overturn a $3.5 billion puni-
tive damage award that was made by a 
jury 3 years ago when it found that 
Exxon had defrauded the State of roy-
alties for natural gas production in Mo-
bile Bay. Actually, the original fine 
had been $11.9 billion. 

You know, it must be hard being a 
giant oil company these days. It must 
be hard work making so much money 
you don’t know how to spend it. That 
is not a problem most American fami-
lies can relate to, but that is the prob-
lem that the giant oil companies face 
today. 

The New York Times article reported 
that the world’s 10 biggest oil compa-
nies made more than $100 billion in 
profit in 2004, more than the gross do-
mestic product of all of Malaysia, and 
their sales were more than $1 trillion 
more than the gross domestic product 
of Canada. 

The Associated Press reported earn-
ings of ExxonMobil, ChevronTexaco, 
ConocoPhillips, BP, Royal Dutch/Shell, 
their earnings exceeded $142 billion, 
enough to buy every person in the 
United States 175 gallons of midgrade 
gasoline. Those combined profits, said 
the AP, surpassed the gross domestic 
product of Iraq and more than 160 other 
nations. 

Keep in mind, 6 years ago before 
President Bush was placed in office, 
crude oil futures were trading below $15 
a barrel, one-fourth less than today. 
The price of oil when President Bush 
was placed in office was $23.19 a barrel; 
last month, it was $52.25 a barrel. The 
dollar value of imports to the United 
States for the first 11 months of 2001, 
President Bush’s first year in office, 
was $69.9 billion, but last year it was up 
187 percent to $201.2 billion. When will 
we learn the true cost of our depend-
ence on foreign oil? 

It is no surprise that the world’s larg-
est oil reserves are located in the Mid-
dle East: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Ku-
wait, the United Arab Emirates. And 
the hot new area, of course, for explo-
ration is Africa; and I imagine that 
may be a reason President Bush this 
week announced a new U.S.-Africa 
Command. 

Not to take a back seat, the Peoples 
Republic of China has offered more 
than $5 billion in grants and loans in 
Africa, not out of the goodness of its 
heart, because we saw the compassion 
of the Chinese Government in 
Tiananmen Square, but China is inter-
ested in Africa’s natural resources, in-
cluding oil. And now the Bush adminis-
tration is trying to play catch-up. 

A cynic would say you could look at 
that list of nations and probably dis-

cern where the next war will break out, 
but that would be tantamount to say-
ing that the Bush administration start-
ed a war with Iraq over oil, and we all 
know that cannot possibly be true. 

But it is not hard to make the case 
between record high gasoline prices, 
record high oil company profits, and 
record high U.S. trade deficits. 

b 1845 

The American people understand the 
connection. They live the connection 
every day, and they expect this Con-
gress to do something about it. Not 25 
years from now, not 20 or 15 years from 
now, but this year, to move our Nation 
toward energy independence with dis-
patch. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF IRAQ 
RESOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, today we got word that a fel-
low Representative from the State of 
Georgia, Representative CHARLIE NOR-
WOOD, has gone home to Augusta after 
battling cancer here in Washington, 
DC. at various facilities. And he has 
handled his affliction bravely, and he 
has been an example of a great fighting 
spirit. We wish his family the best, and 
he is in our prayers as he continues his 
battle. 

Today, Madam Speaker, I rise to give 
the people of the Fourth District of 
Georgia a voice in the debate on Iraq. 

Today, I introduced the first bill of 
my young congressional career, House 
Resolution 140. I look forward to pre-
senting plans soon to directly better 
the lives of my constituents and others 
in need throughout this great country. 

However, the conflict in Iraq is con-
suming our time, thoughts, and funds; 
and people of goodwill must speak 
when given the opportunity, and this is 
my opportunity to speak. 

In order to move toward an end to 
the Iraq war, we need to push for two 
things: number one, ending troop pres-
ence, U.S. troop presence, on the 
streets of Iraq; and, two, securing the 
Iraqi Government. 

United States troops engaged in 
street patrol throughout the country 
expose themselves to massive violence, 
and it is arguably keeping this war 
going long past the time it should have 
been completed. Our troops are doing 
an excellent job, Madam Speaker, but 
the insurgents use their presence 
throughout the country to justify at-
tacks on them, and actually 60 percent 
of the Iraqi people support those at-
tacks against our servicemen and 
-women on the streets of Iraq. 

So why do they continue to be sent 
out into the streets of Iraq, into a 
world of explosive devices and sniper 
bullets without adequate armor? 
Madam Speaker, I am tired of seeing 
our troops lose their precious lives for 
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