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(b) Availability.—The Committee shall
make available to the public for review at
reasonable times in the Committee office the
following records:

(1) transcripts of public meetings and hear-
ings, except those that are unrevised or un-
edited and intended solely for the use of the
Committee; and

(2) the result of each rollcall vote taken in
the Committee, including a description of
the amendment, motion, order or other prop-
osition voted on, the name of each Com-
mittee Member voting for or against a propo-
sition, and the name of each Member present
but not voting.

(¢) Archived Records.—Records of the Com-
mittee which are deposited with the Na-
tional Archives shall be made available for
public use pursuant to House Rule VII. The
Chairman of the Committee shall notify the
Ranking Minority Member of any decision,
pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of
House Rule VII, to withhold, or to provide a
time, schedule or condition for availability
of any record otherwise available. At the
written request of any Member of the Com-
mittee, the matter shall be presented to the
Committee for a determination and shall be
subject to the same notice and quorum re-
quirements for the conduct of business under
Committee Rule 3.

(d) Records of Closed Meetings.—Notwith-
standing the other provisions of this rule, no
records of Committee meetings or hearings
which were closed to the public pursuant to
the Rules of the House of Representatives
shall be released to the public unless the
Committee votes to release those records in
accordance with the procedure used to close
the Committee meeting.

(e) Classified Materials.—All classified ma-
terials shall be maintained in an appro-
priately secured location and shall be re-
leased only to authorized persons for review,
who shall not remove the material from the
Committee offices without the written per-
mission of the Chairman.

RULE 10. COMMITTEE BUDGET AND EXPENSES

(a) Budget.—At the beginning of each Con-
gress, after consultation with the Chairman
of each Subcommittee and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, the Chairman shall present
to the Committee for its approval a budget
covering the funding required for staff, trav-
el, and miscellaneous expenses.

(b) Expense Resolution.—Upon approval by
the Committee of each budget, the Chair-
man, acting pursuant to clause 6 of House
Rule X, shall prepare and introduce in the
House a supporting expense resolution, and
take all action necessary to bring about its
approval by the Committee on House Admin-
istration and by the House of Representa-
tives.

(¢) Amendments.—The Chairman shall re-
port to the Committee any amendments to
each expense resolution and any related
changes in the budget.

(d) Additional Expenses.—Authorization
for the payment of additional or unforeseen
Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions proc-
essed in the same manner as set out under
this rule.

(e) Monthly Reports.—Copies of each
monthly report, prepared by the Chairman
for the Committee on House Administration,
which shows expenditures made during the
reporting period and cumulative for the
year, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel, shall be available to
each Member.

RULE 11. COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Rules and Policies.—Committee staff
members are subject to the provisions of
clause 9 of House Rule X, as well as any writ-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ten personnel policies the Committee may
from time to time adopt.

(b) Majority and Nonpartisan Staff.—The
Chairman shall appoint, determine the re-
muneration of, and may remove, the legisla-
tive and administrative employees of the
Committee not assigned to the Minority.
The legislative and administrative staff of
the Committee not assigned to the Minority
shall be under the general supervision and
direction of the Chairman, who shall estab-
lish and assign the duties and responsibil-
ities of these staff members and delegate any
authority he determines appropriate.

(c) Minority Staff.—The Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall appoint, de-
termine the remuneration of, and may re-
move, the legislative and administrative
staff assigned to the Minority within the
budget approved for those purposes. The leg-
islative and administrative staff assigned to
the Minority shall be under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee who may
delegate any authority he determines appro-
priate.

(d) Availability.—The skills and services of
all Committee staff shall be available to all
Members of the Committee.

RULE 12. COMMITTEE TRAVEL

In addition to any written travel policies
the Committee may from time to time
adopt, all travel of Members and staff of the
Committee or its Subcommittees, to hear-
ings, meetings, conferences and investiga-
tions, including all foreign travel, must be
authorized by the Full Committee Chairman
prior to any public notice of the travel and
prior to the actual travel. In the case of Mi-
nority staff, all travel shall first be approved
by the Ranking Minority Member. Funds au-
thorized for the Committee under clauses 6
and 7 of House Rule X are for expenses in-
curred in the Committee’s activities within
the United States.

RULE 13. CHANGES TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended, or repealed, by a majority
vote of the Committee, provided that 48
hours’ written notice of the proposed change
has been provided each Member of the Com-
mittee prior to the meeting date on which
the changes are to be discussed and voted on.
A change to the rules of the Committee shall
be published in the Congressional Record no
later than 30 days after its approval.

RULE 14. OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chairman may establish procedures
and take actions as may be necessary to
carry out the rules of the Committee or to
facilitate the effective administration of the
Committee, in accordance with the rules of
the Committee and the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

DEPUTY GILMER HERNANDEZ ON
PATROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in west
Texas, where the rattlesnake rules the
hard, rugged land is Edwards County.
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It is a sparsely populated place because
not much grows on that dusty soil.
Local landmarks include Devil’s Sink-
hole, a massive bat cave and a place
called Bullhead. This land used to be
the home of the fierce Lipan Apache
Indians, dating all the way back to the
1600s.

This county, near the Texas-Mexico
border, is the size of Delaware. On pa-
trol of this massive place of over 2,000
square miles are only three deputy
sheriffs. One of them is Gilmer Her-
nandez.

Recently, Deputy Hernandez was on
patrol about midnight, alone. He came
across a truck that had run a red light
in the small quiet town of Rocksprings,
Texas. He pulled the vehicle over and
approached it. He noticed numerous
people lying on the floor of the truck.

One thing led to another, and the ve-
hicle sped off. Hernandez says the driv-
er turned around and tried to run him
down, so he fired numerous times at
the vehicle. He shot out the tires. So
the vehicle stopped and the occupants,
they fled into the darkness. All except
one, who was lying down on the floor,
hiding in the back, wounded by a rico-
chet.

Deputy Hernandez immediately
called the sheriff, Donald Letsinger. He
immediately showed up, along with the
Texas Rangers, to do routine follow-up
work.

But then the Federal Government
shows up and takes over the investiga-
tion. The Mexican Government is noti-
fied that an illegal from Mexico has
been wounded in the United States.

Using poor law enforcement inves-
tigation techniques, the illegals are all
interviewed together, but still give
conflicting stories at a later trial.

After the dust settled, the Feds filed
charges on Deputy Hernandez for firing
a gun at the van. After being tried by
a zealous prosecutor, Hernandez was
convicted in Federal court. He is in jail
waiting to be sentenced. And, yes,
Madam Speaker, by the same Prosecu-
tor’s Office that prosecuted Compean.

Everyone in his hometown of
Rocksprings, Texas has sided with Dep-
uty Hernandez. They are taking care of
his family.

But once again, our Federal Govern-
ment has taken the other side, the
wrong side of the border war. Our gov-
ernment is more concerned about
illegals in the van than they are about
the safety of Deputy Hernandez.

And get this: Our Federal Govern-
ment even gave these illegals green
cards and allowed them to stay in the
United States.

Madam Speaker, this ought not to
be. Deputy Hernandez did everything a
normal person would have done in
these circumstances, including imme-
diately reporting the event.

Why is our government so relentless
and zealous in prosecuting border pro-
tectors and not protecting the border?

Why does our government work back-
room deals with illegals to convict our
law officers?
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Why does it seem the Federal Gov-
ernment is so quick to cooperate with
Mexico to thwart border security?

And why does it allow these illegals
more consideration than it does Amer-
ican peace officers?

Gilmer Hernandez is 25 years of age.
He is married and has a young child.
He makes $21,000 a year being a law-
man in rough west Texas.

It is disturbing. This trend is dis-
turbing. Our government is saying to
peace officers on the border, don’t pro-
tect yourself on this border because if
you do, you will not get protection
from the government. And to the
illegals that come in and are caught,
the Federal Government is saying to
them, fear not. We are from the Fed-
eral Government and we are here to
help you.

Looks like another case of the Fed-
eral Government continuing to swoop
in and save the day for the illegals who
cross into American land.

The American government needs to
gets on the right side, the American
side of the border war.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
J 1800

ENERGY AND OIL COMPANY
PROFITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, last
week ExxonMobil, the biggest of Big
0Oil companies, announced that its prof-
its for 2006 totaled $39.5 billion, the
highest annual profits ever recorded for
an American corporation.

Now I don’t begrudge the right of any
company to make profits, and cer-
tainly ExxonMobil has done quite a
good job of doing so; but while they are
out making money, it is our job here in
Congress to ask what price we have all
paid for those profits. The most obvi-
ous price has been the squeeze on work-
ing families. When gas prices hit $3 per
gallon last summer, it was low- and
middle-income families just trying to
get to work that took the brunt of the
impact and had to readjust tight
household budgets.

Are ExxonMobil’s profits worth that
kind of cost to our society? Is it fair
that the world’s most profitable cor-
poration gets even more profitable
while everyday Americans struggle to
get by and provide for their children?
Certainly that does seem unfair to me,
but maybe the problem is not entirely
ExxonMobil’s fault—after all, they are
just feeding America’s fossil fuel habit.
As President Bush said last, America is
addicted to oil. As long as this addic-
tion persists, Big Oil gets richer and
average Americans suffer more.

Despite the President’s pronounce-
ment, however, that addiction has got-
ten worse over the last 6 years, when
the Bush administration and the Re-
publican-controlled Congress came up

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

with new and clever ways to hand out
goodies for oil and gas companies. That
was no way to run an energy policy,
and all we wound up with 6 years later
is higher gas prices, greater dependence
on countries that really don’t like us,
and the increasing threat of global
warming.

That is probably one reason why dur-
ing last year’s elections the American
people clearly chose a new direction for
America, and the new Democratic ma-
jority in the House responded.

During the first 100 hours of this Con-
gress, we repealed massive tax breaks
for Big Oil and funneled the money
into a fund to promote clean and effi-
cient energy technologies. It will go a
long way towards promoting the right
kinds of energy sources. It also sig-
naled that Democrats are willing to
end outdated policies that do nothing
more than worsen our addiction to fos-
sil fuels. And that is certainly not the
end of our efforts.

Madam Speaker, our Speaker, NANCY
PELOSI, and Majority Leader HOYER are
planning new efforts to get the House
to focus on energy independence and
combating global warming. Energy
independence means diversifying our
energy sources so that we can free our-
selves from the national economic and
environmental security concerns of
being too dependent on oil, gas and
coal. And that means keeping gasoline,
electricity and natural gas prices sta-
ble to make sure American families
aren’t jolted by sudden high prices.

It means reducing our oil consump-
tion to the point where our foreign pol-
icy isn’t being held hostage because we
need oil from some of the most unsta-
ble or unfriendly places in the world,
including Iran and Venezuela. It also
means making sharp reductions in
greenhouse gas pollution so we can
stave off the worst impacts of global
warming.

I just want to reemphasize that last
point because global warming is one of
the most serious challenges we are fac-
ing in the 21st century. For a district
like mine near the Jersey shore, it
means dealing with rising sea levels,
more frequent floods, and stronger
storms. For the country as a whole, it
is a security issue.

The more the Earth warms because
of pollution from fossil fuels, the more
American families and businesses will
have to deal with bigger disasters,
more unpredictable weather, and a
completely different climate.

The bottom line is that working to-
wards energy independence and fight-
ing global warming are real security
questions for the American people. Un-
fortunately, we have wasted the last 6
yvears spending more time helping
ExxonMobil’s bottom line than we have
dealing with these serious questions.

So this new Congress means an op-
portunity to move in a new direction.
When it comes to energy independence
and global warming, the new direction
means actually putting forward solu-
tions that will move us towards a
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clean, sustainable, secure energy fu-
ture.

We are going to raise the bar in this
Congress. No longer should we be satis-
fied just to hear sound bites like ‘‘ad-
dicted to oil”’ and ‘‘serious challenge of
climate change’ that we heard in the
President’s State of the Union address.
Now we can have a real dialogue about
how to address these issues.

And I would just say, Madam Speak-
er, ExxonMobil may keep earning
record profits, but this Congress, this
Democratic majority Congress, has to
keep its eyes on doing what is best for
American families and for our environ-
ment.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

NATIONAL PARKS FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. I wanted to take a few
minutes tonight to congratulate the
President on the initiative to boost
funding for our national parks. Of all
the news stories and the ruckus about
Iraq and global warming and our bor-
ders and the death of Anna Nicole
Smith, whatever bumps it out of the
news, it has kind of been lost about a
major new initiative for the upcoming
centennial of the national parks.

I say ‘‘upcoming’ because it is actu-
ally in 2016, but a number of us in the
House several years ago introduced a
National Park Centennial Act. Con-
gressman BRIAN BAIRD and I, we formed
the National Parks Caucus and in the
House led the effort where we had, I be-
lieve, 67 Members. We, quite frankly,
would have had more, but we system-
atically were trying to make sure that
we had both Republicans and Demo-
crats in relatively even numbers to
show it was a bipartisan effort. And in
the Senate, Senator MCCAIN and Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN were the leaders, along
with Senator ALEXANDER. They had
strong support over in the Senate.

The goal was to try to get rid of not
only the backlog in the national parks,
but trying to address where our parks
were going to head in the next 100
years; that in the national parks one of
our challenges has been that we have
added homeland security challenges to
the national parks because many of the
sites that would have the most impact
if they were attacked and destroyed
are actually in our national parks.
Whether it be Independence Hall or the
Gateway Arch, for that matter, the
Golden Gate Bridge, in addition to the
monuments here in Washington, all
come under the national parks. That
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