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they intend to follow the President 
over the cliff. 

If this legislation should reach the 
President’s desk, it just might finally 
force him to confront reality. But I 
don’t expect any of that to happen. 

The President intends to hand Iraq 
over to the next President. In the 
meantime, this President is waging an 
Iraq veto war relying on Republicans 
to act as mechanical robots and rub-
ber-stamp his vote on every single Iraq 
policy the Democratic majority has 
brought forward. 

The American people may not under-
stand how badly they’ve been deceived 
and misled by this administration, but 
it’s going to continue. Sometime next 
spring, the President will announce 
things in Iraq are going so well he’ll 
bring home a few thousand of our 
troops. He’ll have them arrive in the 
fall during the election, when Repub-
licans are desperate to explain why 
they ignored the American people. He 
will not tell us that 100,000 soldiers will 
be permanently stationed in Iraq at 14 
military bases the administration has 
so artfully called enduring bases. Of 
these, five are superbases: Camp Vic-
tory North, al Asad Air Base, Balad Air 
Base, Camp Taji, and Tallil Air Base. 
These are huge bases with everything 
from video stores to supermarkets and 
rental cars. They are so big that one of 
them, Balad, 40 miles north of Bagh-
dad, is the second busiest airport in the 
world, second only to Heathrow in the 
amount of air traffic. 

Building enduring bases stands for 
indefinite U.S. military involvement in 
Iraq, which is not something the Con-
gress or the American people want or 
will stand for. 

The President is running a war by 
veto. If we could have a vote on a no 
confidence motion, this war would be 
over. But in our democracy, the ballot 
box is the only vote of no confidence 
and, regrettably, we have another year 
to wait to get rid of the President. 

That only reinforces the need for to-
day’s vote. If Republicans won’t sup-
port something as mild as this, then 
the American people need to know the 
Republicans are stonewalling. Every 
time we force the debate out in the 
open, the American people see it for 
what it is. 

If Republicans continue to prolong 
the war, the American people will take 
charge next November and unelect 
even more Republicans. 

We call this legislation a bridge fund, 
meaning to build a way to bring our 
soldiers out of Iraq and home where 
they belong. We’re trying, and we’re 
not going to stop until the American 
people can declare the mission accom-
plished and the men and women of our 
Armed Forces are home. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 

hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY 
AND NOT TO FAINT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
Luke records in his Gospel that ‘‘men 
ought always to pray and not to faint.’’ 
That’s in Luke 18:1. 

I believe in the power of prayer, and 
I should note that the power of prayer 
is beheld in the One to which we pray, 
God Almighty. 

Yesterday, my Governor, Sonny 
Perdue of Georgia, hosted a special 
prayer service at the Georgia Capitol 
to pray that the Lord would provide 
rain for our drought-ravaged State. 
Governor Perdue wisely recognized 
that a request such as this must be 
made to a higher power, and I com-
mend him for his humility and wisdom 
in calling on God to provide what man 
cannot provide. 

One of my favorite verses in the Bible 
is Jeremiah 33:3, which states ‘‘Call 
unto me and I will answer thee and 
show thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not.’’ 

The book of Hebrews, in 14:16 states, 
‘‘Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.’’ 

We are a needy people, in desperate 
need of God’s mercy and grace. 
Throughout Scripture, we are com-
manded to pray and seek God’s face, 
not as a last resort but as the first 
order of business. 

My home State of Georgia is facing 
one of the most severe droughts in its 
history. Our rivers and reservoirs are 
at record lows, and many of our com-
munities face water shortages that 
could challenge their ability to meet 
water supply needs in the near and dis-
tant future. 

The situation has gotten so bleak 
that the Georgia Environmental Pro-
tection Division, EPD, has declared a 
Level 4 drought response across the 
northern third of Georgia, which pro-
hibits most types of outdoor residen-
tial water use. In fact, many nurseries 
and outdoor plant suppliers are going 
out of business because of this. 

Worse yet, many forecasters are call-
ing for a dry, mild winter that could 
result in serious water supply problems 
by spring. 

I’ve had the privilege and honor of 
working with my fellow delegation 
members in a truly bipartisan effort to 
come up with practical responses, such 
as conservation and water manage-
ment, to Georgia’s water crisis. Despite 
our best efforts in Washington and in 
Georgia, there’s no legislative solution 
to this problem. The issue at the heart 
of our drought problem is a severe lack 
of rain, and there is nothing that gov-
ernment can do to change that. 

The Apostle Paul tells us to make 
our requests known to God with 
thanksgiving, so I gratefully acknowl-
edge what the Lord has done for us al-
ready and boldly call upon Him to show 
favor on us yet again by sending rain 
to my beloved State of Georgia. God 
has not failed us before, and I’m con-
fident He will not fail us now in our 
time of need. 

At a time when religion has been 
continually forced from the public 
square, I want to offer my sincere 
thanks to Governor Perdue for his bold 
and faithful trust in the Almighty. His 
efforts helped unite hundreds of Geor-
gians from all walks of life, leaders and 
citizens from varying faiths and de-
nominations, races and ages for this 
prayer service. 

So I join the Governor and fellow 
Georgians in calling out to God to pro-
vide rain from heaven, and I pray that 
the Lord will give wisdom and discern-
ment to the Governor and each of us in 
leadership positions to address the 
drought and its devastating effects on 
our State and our citizens. 

So I pray, Lord, You are sovereign 
and completely in control of all things, 
and I acknowledge Your awesome 
power and authority. 

All things are in Your control, and 
nothing is too small or too great to 
bring before You. When you walked on 
the Earth in the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, You spoke and stilled the 
waves and calmed the winds. You spoke 
into the existence, the heavens and the 
Earth. You created man in your image, 
and I know you can alleviate the severe 
drought conditions we face in Georgia. 

So Lord, I ask in the name of Jesus 
that you bring down rain from heaven 
and refresh our land, fill our reservoirs 
and dry lakes and streams. I pray that 
You will quench our parched land, and 
I implore You, Lord, to show mercy 
upon us and to see us through this dif-
ficulty and show Your awesome hand 
in moving nature to suit Your will and 
bless Your people that call upon Your 
name. 

Thank You, Lord for all that You 
have done and will continue to do for 
us. And I pray this in the precious pow-
erful name of our Lord and Savior, in 
the name of Jesus Christ I pray this. 
Amen. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

b 2230 

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE AGAINST 
PHILADELPHIA’S POLICE OFFI-
CERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
SCHWARTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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Ms. SCHWARTZ. Last Wednesday, I 

attended the funeral of one of my con-
stituents, a 25-year veteran of the 
Philadelphia Police Force. His name 
was Officer Charles Cassidy. 

Officer Cassidy was shot and killed in 
the line of duty on October 31, 2007. He 
was 54, and he left behind his wife, 
Judy, and their three children, Jody, 
Casey and Cody. 

I would ask everyone here tonight in 
the House of Representatives to join 
me in a moment of silence for Officer 
Cassidy and the 62 other officers killed 
in the line of duty this year in our Na-
tion. 

Thank you. 
The pain I witnessed at Officer 

Cassidy’s funeral, that of his family, of 
his fellow officers, and the citizens of 
the entire region is why I rise tonight 
to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
demning the significant and deplorable 
wave of violence against police officers 
across this Nation. 

In the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment alone, in the past 2 months, five 
other officers have been shot while pro-
tecting our city. 

They will all survive their wounds 
and continue to serve the citizens of 
the city of Philadelphia. They are: 

Officer Richard Decoatsworth on Sep-
tember 24, 2007, who was shot in the 
face with a shotgun while making a 
traffic stop. He survived his injuries 
after 5 hours of surgery. I saw him at 
the funeral last week. 

Officer Sandra Van Hinkel on Octo-
ber 28, 2007, was shot in the right leg 
during a gunfight near a nightclub. 

And Officer Marino Santiago on Oc-
tober 30, 2007, was shot in the shoulder 
while responding to a shooting that 
left three people hospitalized. 

And just last night, the city was once 
again shocked to learn that two under-
cover narcotics officers were shot while 
serving a warrant at a suspect’s resi-
dence on Oxford Avenue not far from 
my Philadelphia district office. 

And last May, I stood on this floor to 
remember another fallen police officer, 
another constituent, Philadelphia Po-
lice Officer Gary Skerski. 

Unfortunately, Philadelphia is not 
alone in this battle against violent 
crime. Cities big and small are coping 
with the threat and the reality of vio-
lent crime. So far this year across the 
country, 63 officers have died from gun-
shots. 

We cannot tolerate any more of this 
violence against our citizens or against 
our police officers. We, the political 
and civic leadership of this country, 
must commit our will to tackle the 
wave of violence and the lack of re-
spect for the rule of law and law en-
forcement. 

This means bringing all the forces we 
have within law enforcement and also 
within delinquency, criminal justice, 
human services, probation and parole, 
education, employment, mental health 
and drug addiction services to face the 
reality of what is happening and to say 
that this violence is no longer accept-
able, that this violence must stop. 

It also means that the President and 
this Congress must respond with action 
and the resources to enable Federal 
and local initiatives that will get ille-
gal guns off our streets and put violent 
criminals behind bars. 

Congress should quickly complete 
our work on the COPS Improvement 
Act and the Commerce-Justice-Science 
appropriations bill to help our commu-
nities and the officers who face these 
very real threats every day on the 
streets of our cities. And they need bet-
ter technology, improved equipment 
and training, and they need more po-
lice officers on the street. 

I urge my colleagues to join with me 
in the effort to push these bills to fi-
nalization and to do all that we can to 
stop this deplorable violence in our 
midst. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HOEKSTRA addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE LIFE OF CATHERINE 
RORABACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
life and accomplishments of Catherine 
Roraback of Canaan, Connecticut. Ms. 
Roraback passed away on Wednesday, 
October 17 in Salisbury, Connecticut, 
and will be greatly missed by her fam-
ily, by her community, and by her 
country. 

Ms. Roraback was best known for 
successfully arguing the landmark case 
of Griswold v. Connecticut in front of 
the United States Supreme Court in 
1965. This groundbreaking case over-
turned an 1849 Connecticut law that 
banned the use of contraception. And 
this historic decision established the 
right to privacy that exists to this day 
as the foundation of many of our most 
revered constitutional freedoms. 

Ms. Roraback was the only woman in 
her graduating class from Yale Law 
School in 1948, and she quickly estab-
lished a law practice dedicated to pro-
tecting the rights of those that she 
called the ‘‘dissenters and the dispos-
sessed.’’ Her groundbreaking work in 
the Griswold case was simply an exten-
sion of her life’s work, which included 
the founding of the Connecticut Civil 
Liberties Union and serving on innu-
merable boards and commissions to 
serve her community and her State. 

Mr. Speaker, Catherine Roraback 
was a national figure. But where she 
shined the brightest was at her desk in 
her law office in northwestern Con-
necticut, where she worked out of for 
almost her entire career. She was al-
ways a caring and fiercely intelligent 
adviser and advocate to her neighbors 
and her clients, and she was a mentor 
to generations of community leaders 
and advocates, including my friend and 
her cousin, State Senator Andrew 
Roraback, with whom I had the pleas-
ure of serving in the State Senate for 4 
years. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know 
Ms. Roraback just a little in the last 
few years, and though we only got to 
spend a brief few moments together, I 
feel so blessed to have had the fleeting 
chance to get to know one of Connecti-
cut’s true heroes. She was an incredible 
woman with an incredible drive and a 
never erring sense of right and wrong. 
I was deeply honored to be her rep-
resentative for the last 10 months, and 
I will strive every day to live according 
to her example. 

In these very trying days, I think it’s 
incredibly important to remember the 
lessons that Catherine Roraback leaves 
with us, the motivation that underlied 
her entire work as a lawyer and an ad-
vocate, because Catherine Roraback 
taught us that the basic rights that we 
enjoy every day to live and to speak 
freely cannot be dependent on one’s lot 
in life. She also taught us that these 
rights, these precious civil liberties 
that we enjoy, cannot and should not 
be taken for granted. We must fight for 
them, now more than ever. 

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and pray-
ers go out to Catherine Roraback’s 
family, her friends, and her beloved 
community. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Oklahoma (Ms. FALLIN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FALLIN addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE WAR IN IRAQ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, this afternoon we saw a vary-
ing level of discourse and debate over 
an enormously important and I might 
say singularly important issue that is 
facing the American public, and that is 
the question of the war in Iraq. 

No matter how you touch the hearts 
and minds of Americans, whether or 
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