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Mr. BOSWELL. I would like to thank
Mr. DAVIS for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased today
to congratulate an inspirational young
woman from my district, Shawn John-
son, the daughter of Doug and Terri
Johnson of West Des Moines, Iowa, who
recently won the 2007 World Artistic
Gymnastic Championship, which took
place in Stuttgart, Germany. At the
age of 15, Shawn has achieved more and
seen more than many high school stu-
dents dream of. She has done it all
while maintaining her status as an
honor student alongside her friends at
Valley High.

Shawn has traveled the world, win-
ning title after title. This past July,
she won five medals at the 2007 Pan
American Games in Rio de Janeiro.
Winning the 2007 Visa championships
in San Jose, California, made her the
United States champion in gymnastics.
On September 9, Shawn became the
world all-around champion, taking
home three gold medals at the World
Artistic Gymnastics Championships in
Stuttgart, Germany.

While her shows are exciting and full
of grace, one of the most inspiring
things about her championship is that
Shawn 1is shaping history. Having
joined an elite group of women gym-
nasts, Shawn is one of only four Amer-
ican women to win the 40-year-old com-
petition.

Shawn has impressed many around
the globe and has made Iowans incred-
ibly proud. She is reminding us how
important hard work and dedication
are. In honor of Shawn’s accomplish-
ments, Governor Chet Culver declared
October 17 Shawn Johnson Day in
Iowa, and we are extremely proud to
join my fellow Iowans in congratu-
lating Shawn and thanking her for
making history in the great State of
Iowa.

Shawn’s positive attitude to achieve
has taken her to amazing places. I sus-
pect she’s not quite finished. Promising
to be ready for the Beijing Olympics,
she told a reporter that she would ‘‘put
in 100 times more effort and hopefully
come back with another gold.”

Again, congratulations Shawn, and
good luck at future competitions. You
make me proud, you make our congres-
sional district proud, you make your
school in west Des Moines proud, you
make our State of Iowa proud, and you
make our country proud. We wish you
continued success. On to the Olympics.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that everyone
will support this resolution.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today, I rise and urge passage of H.
Res. 684, congratulating Shawn John-
son on her recent national champion-
ship in women’s artistic gymnastics.
Just this year, Shawn has won the all-
around competition at the Pan Amer-
ican Games, the American Cup, the na-
tional championship and the world
championship. She has appeared on
“ABC World News Tonight,” ‘The
Ellen DeGeneres Show’ and at a gala
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for Pink With a Twist, a group that
fights cancers among women.

She has been honored with Shawn
Johnson Day in Iowa, with the
Longines Prize for Elegance, and as
ABC’s Person of the Week. All this for
a 15-year-old, 4-foot 8, 88-pound high
school sophomore who sometimes finds
time to walk dogs at shelters and
serves as a ball girl for her school’s
football team.

She never bothered to crawl, accord-
ing to her mother, Terri Johnson. At 9
months old she simply arose and began
to walk. At age 3, her mother enrolled
her in gymnastics class ‘‘just to chan-
nel all her energy,” her mom said. I
think it’s important to point out that
it was her mom who drove her so many
times to so many practices, because
with all great athletes, we have to ac-
knowledge that the parents play such a
great role in it.

At the age of 6, she showed up at Qiao
Gymnastics in Des Moines, where Qiao
was working. A former top gymnast
from China, Qiao had come to the
United States to study English at the
University of Iowa. Although her first
coach said that she had more raw
strength than gymnastic ability, Coach
Qiao saw her potential immediately
and worked hard to nurture that tal-
ent.

This means long and busy days for
Shawn. After school, she heads to the
gym for a 4-hour workout, then home
to do school work. Yet, she maintains
a 4.0 average. Unlike traditional gym-
nasts, artistic gymnastics traditionally
has not been a sport where 15-year-olds
excel. It combines the disciplines of
gymnastics and ballet, and few athletes
as young as Shawn have been able to
master it.
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But through hard work, discipline
and the ability and the tutelage of a
good coach, she has already made her
mark as one of the world’s greatest
gymnasts. With Pan Am, national and
world titles behind her, Shawn now
points towards 2008 to the summer
Olympics to be held in Beijing. ‘I
think it would be cool, not only for me,
but for him,” she said, ‘‘and I think it
would be a proud moment for both of
us.”

What I want to say to my colleagues
is this is a special young woman and
one that I know everyone in Iowa has a
lot of pride in, but everybody in the
United States shares in that pride, and
I urge passage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleague in the consideration
of H. Res. 684, a bill that congratulates
Shawn Johnson on her victory in be-
coming the 2007 World Artistic Gym-
nastics Champion in women’s gym-
nastics.
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H. Res. 684, which has 57 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative
LEONARD L. BOSWELL on September 26,
2007. H. Res. 684 was reported from the
Oversight Committee on October 23,
2007, by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Shawn Johnson, at
the age of 15, won three gold medals at
the World Artistic Gymnastics Cham-
pionships in Stuttgart, Germany. She
became the fourth United States
woman ever to win a world all-around
title with her come-from-behind vic-
tory in the women’s all-around finals
of the 2007 world championships. She
joined Kim Zmeskal, Shannon Miller
and Chellsie Memmel as the only U.S.
women to win a world all-around title
in gymnastics.

This year, Ms. JOHNSON was first at
the 2007 Tyson American Cup. She won
the all-around title at the 2007 Pan Am
Games, along with the U.S. women’s
gymnastic team, receiving gold metals
for the uneven bars and balanced beam
events. She also won the silver medal
for the floor exercise event. At the 2007
Visa Championships, she won her first
senior U.S. all-around title.

So, Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative BOSWELL, on
congratulating the outstanding accom-
plishments of Ms. JOHNSON in becoming
the 2007 World Gymnastics Champion
in women’s gymnastics and urge the
swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time and urge passage of this
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
Davis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 684.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE METROPOLI-
TAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF
GOVERNMENTS

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 808) commemo-
rating the 50th Anniversary of the Met-
ropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 808

Whereas, the Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments is an independent,
nonprofit organization, founded in 1957, and
comprised of elected officials from 21 local
governments of the District of Columbia,
suburban Maryland, and Northern Virginia,
plus area members of the Maryland and Vir-
ginia legislatures, the U.S. Senate, and the
U.S. House of Representatives;

Whereas in April 1957 forty officials from
Washington area jurisdictions voluntarily
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gathered to establish an organization where
they could exchange ideas and work together
on regional issues such as transportation,
the environment, and public safety; this or-
ganization became the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Council of Governments;

Whereas during the past half century
COG’s activities have touched every aspect
of the life of the citizens of the National Cap-
ital Region and have improved the quality of
life for all residents;

Whereas COG has facilitated the develop-
ment of effective responses to such issues as
the environment, affordable housing, eco-
nomic development, human services, land
use development, public safety and emer-
gency response, and transportation that
have had a profound and positive impact on
the National Capital Region;

Whereas these responses include gal-
vanizing the region’s response to the Sep-
tember 11th attacks and the ongoing emer-
gency preparedness programs, cleaning up of
the Potomac River, spearheading a number
of regional health programs including one of
the nation’s first regional conferences on
AIDS, creating the region’s express bus lane
system, reducing air pollution through a
model law and establishing the region’s daily
air quality index, and founding the Foster
and Adoptive Families program for vulner-
able children and teenagers;

Whereas COG has served as the Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization guiding the re-
gion’s transportation planning in partner-
ship with the state and local departments of
transportation since the 1960s and has served
as key advocate for increased funding for the
region’s transportation needs;

Whereas COG’s air quality committee cre-
ated by the State of Maryland, the Common-
wealth of Virginia and the District of Colum-
bia, has worked successfully to reduce pol-
lutants in the region’s air;

Whereas COG has worked with area gov-
ernments and law enforcement and emer-
gency response officials to improve public
safety response and coordination for over
four decades, starting with the ‘“‘mutual aid
agreements’ that began with the opening of
the Wilson Bridge in 1962 and continuing to
the present with homeland security planning
and initiatives such as the regional pawn-
shop database that has helped recover mil-
lions of dollars of stolen property; and

Whereas COG managed a Federal pilot pro-
gram to provide treatment and support serv-
ices to women who abused alcohol and drugs,
and currently works with area health offi-
cials to improve the region’s emergency pre-
paredness by developing a disease and
syndromic surveillance system: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of
Representatives does hereby offers its sin-
cerest congratulations to the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Governments in rec-
ognition of its 50th Anniversary and its leg-
acy of outstanding service to the govern-
ments and citizens of greater Washington,
D.C. metropolitan region and expresses its
appreciation for a job well done.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. IssA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
MORAN).

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. I thank my
good friend and distinguished colleague
from Illinois for yielding me the time.
I have the great honor to offer this res-
olution on behalf of all of my col-
leagues in the Washington metropoli-
tan area.

The Council of Governments of the
Washington Metropolitan Area began
50 years ago, in 1957. In the ensuing 50
years, it has become the premier group
for collaboration on transportation, air
and water quality, regional growth,
emergency response, and any number
of other domestic issues that are im-
portant to its individual jurisdictions.
We will be honoring the Council of
Governments Thursday night in their
50th anniversary gala, and all of our
Washington area colleagues, including
Ms. NORTON, Congressman VAN
HOLLEN, Congressman HOYER, Con-
gressman WYNN, Congressman DAVIS
and Congressman WOLF, will all par-
ticipate, as they have been partici-
pating since they have been elected to
office in the Council of Governments.

Since its first meeting during the Ei-
senhower administration where there
were seven charter member govern-
ments, it has grown to include 21 local
jurisdictions. As it has grown, it has
become the place to discuss and ad-
dress and solve so many of the region’s
problems.

Because of the Council of Govern-
ments, this is one of the finest regions
in the country in which to live. But it
wasn’t always that way. Fifty years
ago, it had half of its current popu-
lation, it had no Metro system and no
interstate highway system. Imagine,
just 50 years ago. But the visionary
leaders of this area got together, and in
working with the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Council of Governments, have
made enormous strides in creating a
region that is proud to be the capital of
the free world, and those who live here
reflect that pride. But it didn’t happen
by accident. COG has been an essential
component of that growth.

In 1967, COG was responsible for the
D.C. Air Pollution Act. It was a model
that was created by the Council of Gov-
ernments, signed by President John-
son. The fire chiefs of the area got to-
gether and put together a mutual aid
agreement. That became the model for
the 9/11 Commission’s recommendation
for all metropolitan areas in the coun-
try. The response of the Council of
Governments on September 11, 2001, in
pulling together all of the emergency
responders, was tremendous and de-
serves great credit as well. The Re-
gional Incident Communication Co-
ordination System is a model in the
country.

Now those 21 local governments have
over 250 members. We have one of the
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highest quality of life achievements in
the country and the Nation’s strongest
economy. And as we plan for an addi-
tional 1.6 million people and 1.2 million
more jobs over the next 25 years, COG
will continue to address those chal-
lenges. When we look forward to the
next 50 years, COG predicts that by the
year 2057 the average home in metro-
politan Washington will cost more
than $14 million. That means a lot of
pay increases for all of the Federal
workers, I guess including the Members
themselves. But we are going to be part
of a mega-region stretching from Balti-
more to Richmond. The way in which
we use energy is going to be a key de-
terminant in terms of the region’s
prosperity.

There will be enormous changes that
take place. But whatever changes take
place, we know that the Council of
Governments is going to be there as a
meeting place, as a forum, as a
facilitator, to address all of the chal-
lenges that confront us.

So, after 50 years of tremendous
achievement, we do want to recognize
this organization, and I very much ap-
preciate the committee giving us the
opportunity to do so. I think I have
used my time, and I don’t think there
is much controversy, so I will conclude
my remarks at this point.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to join with the
gentleman from Virginia, my friend, in
enthusiastically supporting this legis-
lation. After 50 years of this kind of a
Council of Governments’ working, it
deserves the recognition it will receive
here on the House floor today. I cer-
tainly believe that Mr. MORAN has done
a very, very good job of outlining the
50 years of success, beginning in April
of 1957, and I think we should briefly
reflect on what 1957 until day was all
about.

This is a time in which the District
of Columbia went through terrible up-
heaval. Maryland and Virginia had to
reinvent themselves. All of this could
not have been done without the kind of
cooperation that this council produced.
I think it is certainly unique to have
the District of Columbia and two
States, five counties, two cities and
dozens of Maryland counties all work-
ing together. These jurisdictions are
cooperating.

I think that is a legacy that has only
half finished its work. I think on a bi-
partisan basis we all recognize the im-
provements in the quality of living
here, the transportation and infra-
structure that makes it possible for us
to get to work by road or by rail.

So, I look forward to this organiza-
tion continuing for another 50 years
serving what is today 1.6 million peo-
ple, and certainly a growing popu-
lation, both in and out of the district.

With that, I very much urge passage
of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join
with my colleagues, and I commend
Representative MORAN for his introduc-
tion of H. Res. 808, commemorating the
50th anniversary of the regional plan-
ning that has taken place in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. It has been instru-
mental in making this, as he indicated,
one of the most desirable areas of the
country in which to live. I commend
them for their effort and salute him for
his introduction of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 808.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3074,
TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008

Mr. OLVER submitted the following
conference report and statement on the
bill (H.R. 3074) making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2008, and for
other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 110-446)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
3074) ‘“‘making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes’, having met, after full
and free conference, have agreed to rec-
ommend and do recommend to their respec-
tive Houses as follows:

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the Senate, and
agree to the same with an amendment, as
follows:

In lieu of the matter stricken and inserted
by said amendment, insert:

That the following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, 393,782,000, of which not to exceed
$2,310,000 shall be available for the immediate
Office of the Secretary; not to exceed $730,000
shall be available for the immediate Office of the
Deputy Secretary; not to exceed $18,720,000 shall
be available for the Office of the General Coun-
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sel; not to exceed $11,874,000 shall be available
for the Office of the Under Secretary of Trans-
portation for Policy;, not to exceed $9,417,000
shall be available for the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Budget and Programs; not to ex-
ceed $2,383,000 shall be available for the Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Governmental Af-
fairs; not to exceed $23,750,000 shall be available
for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Ad-
ministration; not to exceed $1,986,000 shall be
available for the Office of Public Affairs; not to
exceed $1,516,000 shall be available for the Office
of the Erecutive Secretariat; mnot to exceed
31,335,000 shall be available for the Office of
Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization,;
not to exceed $7,874,000 for the Office of Intel-
ligence, Security, and Emergency Response; and
not to exceed $11,887,000 shall be available for
the Office of the Chief Information Officer: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Transportation is
authoriced to transfer funds appropriated for
any office of the Office of the Secretary to any
other office of the Office of the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That no appropriation for any of-
fice shall be increased or decreased by more
than 5 percent by all such transfers: Provided
further, That notice of any change in funding
greater than 5 percent shall be submitted for ap-
proval to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations: Provided further, That not to
exceed 360,000 shall be for allocation within the
Department for official reception and represen-
tation expenses as the Secretary may determine:
Provided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, excluding fees author-
ized in Public Law 107-71, there may be credited
to this appropriation up to $2,500,000 in funds
received in user fees: Provided further, That
none of the funds provided in this Act shall be
available for the position of Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs.
OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of Civil
Rights, $9,140,900.

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND

DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses for conducting trans-

portation planning, research, systems develop-

ment, development activities, and making
grants, to remain available until expended,
$14,000,000.

WORKING CAPITAL FUND

Necessary expenses for operating costs and
capital outlays of the Working Capital Fund,
not to exceed $128,094,000, shall be paid from ap-
propriations made available to the Department
of Transportation: Provided, That such services
shall be provided on a competitive basis to enti-
ties within the Department of Transportation:
Provided further, That the above limitation on
operating expenses shall not apply to non-DOT
entities: Provided further, That no funds appro-
priated in this Act to an agency of the Depart-
ment shall be transferred to the Working Capital
Fund without the approval of the agency modal
administrator: Provided further, That no assess-
ments may be levied against any program, budg-
et activity, subactivity or project funded by this
Act unless notice of such assessments and the
basis therefor are presented to the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations and are
approved by such Committees.
MINORITY BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER PROGRAM

For the cost of guaranteed loans, $370,000, as
authoriced by 49 U.S.C. 332: Provided, That
such costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to subsidize
total loan principal, any part of which is to be
guaranteed, not to exceed $18,367,000. In addi-
tion, for administrative expenses to carry out
the guaranteed loan program, $523,000.

MINORITY BUSINESS OUTREACH

For mecessary expenses of Minority Business

Resource Center outreach activities, $2,970,000,
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to remain available until September 30, 2009:
Provided, That notwithstanding 49 U.S.C. 332,
these funds may be used for business opportuni-
ties related to any mode of transportation.
PAYMENTS TO AIR CARRIERS
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND)
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to funds made available from any
other source to carry out the essential air serv-
ice program under 49 U.S.C. 41731 through
41742, $60,000,000, to be derived from the Airport
and Airway Trust Fund, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That, in determining
between or among carriers competing to provide
service to a community, the Secretary may con-
sider the relative subsidy requirements of the
carriers: Provided further, That, if the funds
under this heading are insufficient to meet the
costs of the essential air service program in the
current fiscal year, the Secretary shall transfer
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the
essential air service program from any available
amounts appropriated to or directly adminis-
tered by the Office of the Secretary for such fis-
cal year.

COMPENSATION FOR AIR CARRIERS

(RESCISSION)
Of the remaining unobligated balances under
section 101(a)(2) of Public Law 10742,

322,000,000 are rescinded.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

SEC. 101. The Secretary of Transportation is
authoriced to transfer the unexpended balances
available for the bonding assistance program
from “‘Office of the Secretary, Salaries and ex-
penses’’ to “Minority Business Outreach’.

SEC. 102. None of the funds made available in
this Act to the Department of Transportation
may be obligated for the Office of the Secretary
of Transportation to approve assessments or re-
imbursable agreements pertaining to funds ap-
propriated to the modal administrations in this
Act, except for activities underway on the date
of enactment of this Act, unless such assess-
ments or agreements have completed the normal
reprogramming process for Congressional notifi-
cation.

SEC. 103. None of the funds made available
under this Act may be obligated or expended to
establish or implement a program under which
essential air service communities are required to
assume subsidy costs commonly referred to as
the EAS local participation program.

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND)

For mecessary expenses of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, not otherwise provided for,
including operations and research activities re-
lated to commercial space transportation, ad-
ministrative expenses for research and develop-
ment, establishment of air navigation facilities,
the operation (including leasing) and mainte-
nance of aircraft, subsidizing the cost of aero-
nautical charts and maps sold to the public,
lease or purchase of passenger motor vehicles for
replacement only, in addition to amounts made
available by Public Law 108-176, $8,750,000,000,
of which $6,383,216,000 shall be derived from the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, of which not to
exceed $6,969,663,000 shall be available for air
traffic organization activities; not to exceed
$1,082,653,000 shall be available for aviation
safety activities; not to exceed $12,549,000 shall
be available for commercial space transportation
activities; not to exceed $102,221,000 shall be
available for financial services activities; not to
exceed $91,214,000 shall be available for human
resources program activities; mnot to exceed
$290,872,000 shall be available for region and
center operations and regional coordination ac-
tivities; not to exceed $166,543,000 shall be avail-
able for staff offices; and mnot to exceed
$39,552,000 shall be available for information
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