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have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4136, the Enhanc-
ing the Effective Prosecution of Child
Pornography Act, addresses two gaps
in the criminal statutes that punish
those who trade in, profit from, and
create the market for child pornog-
raphy. First, the bill provides that
those who launder proceeds from the
business of child pornography may be
charged with money laundering. This is
obviously common sense, and a provi-
sion supported by the Department of
Justice.

Then, it clarifies the definition of
possession in the child pornography
laws so that knowingly accessing child
pornography on the Internet with in-
tent to view it constitutes possession,
even if the user does not download or
otherwise save the images. Some de-
fendants have claimed that they did
not intend to possess the images, even
when they clearly intended to view
them, and some courts have said the
reach of the statute is unclear in this
regard. This measure removes any am-
biguity from the law.

We are grateful to CHRIS CARNEY, our
colleague from Pennsylvania, who has
authored this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4136, the Enhancing the Effective Pros-
ecution of Child Pornography Act of
2007. This bill adds child pornography
offenses as money laundering predi-
cates and clarifies existing law to pro-
hibit knowingly accessing child por-
nography with the intent to view it.
Child pornography is a multibillion-
dollar worldwide industry. It is des-
picable in its scope, and it is vicious in
its victimization of children. Money is
what fuels this horrific crime.

The majority’s proposal in H.R. 4136
takes a limited step to prohibit money
laundering offenses as part of a child
pornography scheme. But much more is
needed. Legislation proposed by our
ranking member, LAMAR SMITH, and
Mr. CHABOT, a member of the Judiciary
Committee, contains a host of pro-
posals to increase penalties for child
predators and pornographers and pro-
vides law enforcement tools for com-
bating these heinous crimes in a vir-
tual universe. Unfortunately, the ma-
jority chose to ignore the improve-
ments proposed by many Republican
members.

However, H.R. 4136 does enact Rep-
resentative MARILYN MUSGRAVE’S pro-
posals in H.R. 3148, which was intro-
duced on July 24, 2007, the Child Por-
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nography Elimination Act. I commend
Mrs. MUSGRAVE for her legislative ef-
forts. This closes a loophole in the law
that child pornographers use to avoid
possession of child pornography by not
downloading the material. This provi-
sion will prohibit accessing such mate-
rial with the intent to view it and will
not require an offender to actually
download the material.

This provision is a good one, and we
support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, we are
happy to get the support and concur-
rence of the gentleman from Virginia
on this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY), the author
of the legislation.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud here today to stand with my col-
leagues to consider a number of child
safety bills on the floor. I especially
want to thank the House Judiciary
Committee and particularly Chairman
CONYERS and his staff for their help.

As a proud father of five, I know how
important the safety and well-being of
our children is for our Nation. That is
why I have introduced the Enhancing
the Effective Prosecution of Child Por-
nography Act of 2007. This legislation
will allow the Department of Justice to
more effectively prosecute people who
produce child pornography or Kknow-
ingly access child pornography repeat-
edly with the intent to view it.

We are trying to dry up the source of
demand for child pornographers. This
legislation addresses a component of
the problem that has been difficult for
prosecutors to combat, the repeat con-
sumer. We need to stop child pornog-
raphy at the source and we need to sti-
fle the demand. This is not about play-
ing ‘‘gotcha’ games with anyone acci-
dentally stumbling across a mistyped
Web address. Rather, this is going after
those who repeatedly seek out child
pornography and those that continue
to produce it.

No one disagrees that we need to pro-
tect our children and we need to stop
pornography at its source, especially
child pornography. I want to encourage
all my colleagues to support this legis-
lation.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
have no additional speakers and urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. I thank the chairman of the com-
mittee for his hard work on all of these
series of bills and hope to have the op-
portunity to continue to work with
him to perhaps make some perfecting
improvements as we move forward.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time and
thank the floor manager for his excel-
lent work on all these measures.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4136, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

CONGRATULATING SHAWN JOHN-

SON ON BECOMING THE 2007
WORLD ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
CHAMPION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 684) congratu-
lating Shawn Johnson on her victory
in becoming the 2007 World Artistic

Gymnastics Champion in women’s
gymnastics.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 684

Whereas Shawn Johnson won four gold
medals at the 2007 Pan American Games in
Rio de Janiero for team competition, all
around, uneven bars, and balance beam, as
well as one silver medal for floor;

Whereas Shawn Johnson won the 2007 Visa
Championships in San Jose, California, to
become the United States champion in gym-
nastics;

Whereas Shawn Johnson won three gold
medals at the 2007 World Artistic Gym-
nastics Championships in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, making her the 2007 world all-around
champion, one of only four American women
to have achieved such recognition; and

Whereas Shawn Johnson has brought great
pride and honor to her family, friends, and
the citizens of Iowa with her numerous ac-
complishments at the age of 15: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates Shawn Johnson on her
outstanding accomplishment in becoming
the 2007 World Gymnastics Champion in
women’s gymnastics.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL), the author of
this legislation.
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Mr. BOSWELL. I would like to thank
Mr. DAVIS for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased today
to congratulate an inspirational young
woman from my district, Shawn John-
son, the daughter of Doug and Terri
Johnson of West Des Moines, Iowa, who
recently won the 2007 World Artistic
Gymnastic Championship, which took
place in Stuttgart, Germany. At the
age of 15, Shawn has achieved more and
seen more than many high school stu-
dents dream of. She has done it all
while maintaining her status as an
honor student alongside her friends at
Valley High.

Shawn has traveled the world, win-
ning title after title. This past July,
she won five medals at the 2007 Pan
American Games in Rio de Janeiro.
Winning the 2007 Visa championships
in San Jose, California, made her the
United States champion in gymnastics.
On September 9, Shawn became the
world all-around champion, taking
home three gold medals at the World
Artistic Gymnastics Championships in
Stuttgart, Germany.

While her shows are exciting and full
of grace, one of the most inspiring
things about her championship is that
Shawn 1is shaping history. Having
joined an elite group of women gym-
nasts, Shawn is one of only four Amer-
ican women to win the 40-year-old com-
petition.

Shawn has impressed many around
the globe and has made Iowans incred-
ibly proud. She is reminding us how
important hard work and dedication
are. In honor of Shawn’s accomplish-
ments, Governor Chet Culver declared
October 17 Shawn Johnson Day in
Iowa, and we are extremely proud to
join my fellow Iowans in congratu-
lating Shawn and thanking her for
making history in the great State of
Iowa.

Shawn’s positive attitude to achieve
has taken her to amazing places. I sus-
pect she’s not quite finished. Promising
to be ready for the Beijing Olympics,
she told a reporter that she would ‘‘put
in 100 times more effort and hopefully
come back with another gold.”

Again, congratulations Shawn, and
good luck at future competitions. You
make me proud, you make our congres-
sional district proud, you make your
school in west Des Moines proud, you
make our State of Iowa proud, and you
make our country proud. We wish you
continued success. On to the Olympics.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that everyone
will support this resolution.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today, I rise and urge passage of H.
Res. 684, congratulating Shawn John-
son on her recent national champion-
ship in women’s artistic gymnastics.
Just this year, Shawn has won the all-
around competition at the Pan Amer-
ican Games, the American Cup, the na-
tional championship and the world
championship. She has appeared on
“ABC World News Tonight,” ‘The
Ellen DeGeneres Show’ and at a gala

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

for Pink With a Twist, a group that
fights cancers among women.

She has been honored with Shawn
Johnson Day in Iowa, with the
Longines Prize for Elegance, and as
ABC’s Person of the Week. All this for
a 15-year-old, 4-foot 8, 88-pound high
school sophomore who sometimes finds
time to walk dogs at shelters and
serves as a ball girl for her school’s
football team.

She never bothered to crawl, accord-
ing to her mother, Terri Johnson. At 9
months old she simply arose and began
to walk. At age 3, her mother enrolled
her in gymnastics class ‘‘just to chan-
nel all her energy,” her mom said. I
think it’s important to point out that
it was her mom who drove her so many
times to so many practices, because
with all great athletes, we have to ac-
knowledge that the parents play such a
great role in it.

At the age of 6, she showed up at Qiao
Gymnastics in Des Moines, where Qiao
was working. A former top gymnast
from China, Qiao had come to the
United States to study English at the
University of Iowa. Although her first
coach said that she had more raw
strength than gymnastic ability, Coach
Qiao saw her potential immediately
and worked hard to nurture that tal-
ent.

This means long and busy days for
Shawn. After school, she heads to the
gym for a 4-hour workout, then home
to do school work. Yet, she maintains
a 4.0 average. Unlike traditional gym-
nasts, artistic gymnastics traditionally
has not been a sport where 15-year-olds
excel. It combines the disciplines of
gymnastics and ballet, and few athletes
as young as Shawn have been able to
master it.
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But through hard work, discipline
and the ability and the tutelage of a
good coach, she has already made her
mark as one of the world’s greatest
gymnasts. With Pan Am, national and
world titles behind her, Shawn now
points towards 2008 to the summer
Olympics to be held in Beijing. ‘I
think it would be cool, not only for me,
but for him,” she said, ‘‘and I think it
would be a proud moment for both of
us.”

What I want to say to my colleagues
is this is a special young woman and
one that I know everyone in Iowa has a
lot of pride in, but everybody in the
United States shares in that pride, and
I urge passage of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleague in the consideration
of H. Res. 684, a bill that congratulates
Shawn Johnson on her victory in be-
coming the 2007 World Artistic Gym-
nastics Champion in women’s gym-
nastics.
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H. Res. 684, which has 57 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative
LEONARD L. BOSWELL on September 26,
2007. H. Res. 684 was reported from the
Oversight Committee on October 23,
2007, by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Shawn Johnson, at
the age of 15, won three gold medals at
the World Artistic Gymnastics Cham-
pionships in Stuttgart, Germany. She
became the fourth United States
woman ever to win a world all-around
title with her come-from-behind vic-
tory in the women’s all-around finals
of the 2007 world championships. She
joined Kim Zmeskal, Shannon Miller
and Chellsie Memmel as the only U.S.
women to win a world all-around title
in gymnastics.

This year, Ms. JOHNSON was first at
the 2007 Tyson American Cup. She won
the all-around title at the 2007 Pan Am
Games, along with the U.S. women’s
gymnastic team, receiving gold metals
for the uneven bars and balanced beam
events. She also won the silver medal
for the floor exercise event. At the 2007
Visa Championships, she won her first
senior U.S. all-around title.

So, Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative BOSWELL, on
congratulating the outstanding accom-
plishments of Ms. JOHNSON in becoming
the 2007 World Gymnastics Champion
in women’s gymnastics and urge the
swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time and urge passage of this
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
Davis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 684.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE METROPOLI-
TAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF
GOVERNMENTS

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 808) commemo-
rating the 50th Anniversary of the Met-
ropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 808

Whereas, the Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments is an independent,
nonprofit organization, founded in 1957, and
comprised of elected officials from 21 local
governments of the District of Columbia,
suburban Maryland, and Northern Virginia,
plus area members of the Maryland and Vir-
ginia legislatures, the U.S. Senate, and the
U.S. House of Representatives;

Whereas in April 1957 forty officials from
Washington area jurisdictions voluntarily
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