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revolutionized civilization in the last century.”
In 1997, Life magazine named Edison “Man of
the Millennium” in recognition of his inventions
that have transformed modern society, includ-
ing the incandescent light bulb, the motion pic-
ture camera, and the phonograph. The LITE
Act will preserve the intellectual and physical
accomplishments of Thomas Edison by com-
memorating his lifetime achievements; re-des-
ignating the Edison National Historic Site, lo-
cated in West Orange, NJ, my congressional
district, as a national historic park; and author-
izing appropriations to support the site.

The Edison site is actually comprised of two
separate sites—Edison’s home of 45 years,
known as Glenmont, and his laboratory com-
plex. The Edison site houses over 5 million
pages of documents, over 400,000 artifacts,
approximately 35,000 sound recordings, and
over 10,000 books from Edison’s personal li-
brary. Like this priceless collection of docu-
ments and artifacts, Edison’s laboratory com-
plex and home are also historical treasures.
With buildings dating back to 1887, the labora-
tory complex was one of America’s first re-
search and development facilities, and is
where Edison earned over half of his 1,093
patents. Moreover, Mr. Edison’s gravesite is
located on the grounds of his beloved
Glenmont, a 29-room home built in 1880 that
contains original furnishings and other family
items.

H.R. 2627 is critical to efforts to protect the
Thomas Edison National Historic Site. The
Edison site has enormous historical signifi-
cance for America and for the world, and is
badly in need of restoration. The need for
major infrastructure improvements at the Edi-
son site has been documented as early as
1972. Additionally, the site was listed, in 1992,
by the National Trust for Historic Preservation
as one of the Nation’s most “endangered his-
toric places.” The laboratory complex is cur-
rently closed to the public because of an ex-
tensive restoration effort. It is estimated that
the first phase of the restoration effort will be
completed next year and that the laboratory
complex will re-open to the public some time
between June and September of 2008. Ren-
ovations at Glenmont have been completed
and the site is open to the public and fully
functioning. Plans also exist for a second
phase of the restoration project. Currently, Na-
tional Park Service, NPS, staff are housed in
historic buildings under less than ideal cir-
cumstances. The second phase will focus on
getting NPS staff out of the historic buildings
and into office space that better supports their
critical mission of preserving Edison’s histor-
ical legacy.

When the Edison site was fully operational,
approximately 95,000 people visited the site
each year. It is estimated that the number of
visitors will nearly triple when the first phase of
the restoration project is completed next year.
H.R. 2627 would ensure this commitment by
re-designating the Edison site as a “national
historical park”—consistent with National Park
Service guidelines—and authorizing appropria-
tions for restoration work. These measures will
preserve Thomas Edison’s historical legacy,
enhance the educational experience of visitors
to the site, and hopefully, encourage more pri-
vate funding for restoration projects.

Although private benefactors—most notably
the Edison Preservation Foundation—have
generously donated significant resources to
restore the site, the Federal Government’s
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long-term commitment to the site is critical to
its longevity and educational mission. This leg-
islation recognizes Thomas Edison’s numer-
ous contributions to American society and pre-
serves the Edison National Historic Site as a
leading educational, scientific and cultural cen-
ter.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is non-con-
troversial. Similar legislation in the 109th Con-
gress was supported by the National Park
Service and approved by the House by a vote
of 399-1. | respectfully urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2627.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

PROMOTING THE CONSERVATION
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE AT-
LANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 229)
expressing the sense of the Congress
that the United States should seek a
review of compliance by all nations
with the International Commission for
the Comnservation of Atlantic Tunas’
conservation and management rec-
ommendations for Atlantic bluefin
tuna and other species, and should pur-
sue strengthened conservation and
management measures to facilitate the
recovery of the Atlantic bluefin tuna,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 229

Whereas Atlantic bluefin tuna are a valu-
able commercial and recreational fishery of
the United States and many other countries;

Whereas the International Convention for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (herein-
after referred to as ‘‘the Convention’) was
signed in 1966;

Whereas the Convention established the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas (hereinafter referred
to as ‘‘the Commission’’) to coordinate inter-
national research and develop conservation
and management recommendations on At-
lantic bluefin tuna and other highly migra-
tory species in the Atlantic Ocean and the
adjacent seas, including the Mediterranean
Sea;

Whereas in 1974, the Commission adopted
its first conservation and management rec-
ommendation to ensure the sustainability of
Atlantic bluefin tuna throughout the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, while al-
lowing for the maximum sustainable catch
for food and other purposes;

Whereas in 1981, for management purposes,
the Commission adopted a working hypoth-
esis of two Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with
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one occurring west of 45 degree west lon-
gitude (hereinafter referred to as the ‘“‘west-
ern Atlantic stock’) and the other occurring
east of 45 degree west longitude (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Med-
iterranean stock’’);

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has
adopted additional and more restrictive con-
servation and management recommenda-
tions for the western Atlantic stock, and
these recommendations have been imple-
mented by nations fishing west of 45 degree
west longitude;

Whereas despite adoption and full imple-
mentation of a science-based rebuilding pro-
gram for the western Atlantic stock by coun-
tries fishing west of 45 degree west longitude,
catches and catch rates remain very low;

Whereas in contrast to the conservation
and management measures implemented for
the western Atlantic stock, total allowable
catches for the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock have been consistently set
at levels significantly above scientific rec-
ommendations intended to maintain bluefin
tuna populations at levels that will permit
the maximum sustainable catch;

Whereas compliance with eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean stock quotas by parties
to the Convention that harvest that stock
has been very poor, most recently with har-
vests exceeding such total allowable catch
levels by over 50 percent for each of the last
4 years;

Whereas poor management and compliance
with recommendations for the eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean stock are of grave
concern because the condition of the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean stock could ad-
versely affect recovery of the western Atlan-
tic stock due to mixing between the two
stocks;

Whereas recent scientific data shows con-
siderable mixing of the two stocks and addi-
tional research on stock mixing will improve
the understanding of the relationship be-
tween the two stocks and the fisheries for
such stocks, which will assist in the manage-
ment of these species throughout their
ranges;

Whereas poor data reporting on eastern At-
lantic and Mediterranean stock quotas has
frequently thwarted efforts by the Commis-
sion to assign quota overharvests to specific
countries;

Whereas many Commission members fish-
ing east of 45 degree west longitude do not
comply with other Commission recommenda-
tions to control eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fisheries and conserve
this overfished resource and, more generally,
lack of compliance with Commission rec-
ommendations is an ongoing problem;

Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com-
mittee on Research and Statistics (herein-
after referred to as ‘““SCRS’’) noted in its 2006
report that the fishing mortality rate for the
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean stock
may be more than three times the level that
would permit the stock to stabilize at the
maximum sustainable catch level, and con-
tinuing to fish at the level of recent years
“‘is expected to drive the spawning biomass
to a very low level” giving ‘‘rise to a high
risk of fishery and stock collapse’’;

Whereas the SCRS has recommended that
the annual harvest levels for eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna be re-
duced from 32,000 metric tons to approxi-
mately 15,000 metric tons to halt decline of
the resource and initiate recovery;

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted
the ‘‘Recommendation by ICCAT to Estab-
lish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean’ (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Recovery Plan’’) containing a wide
range of management and monitoring and
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control measures designed to facilitate the
recovery of the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna stock; and

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate
and allows overfishing and stock decline to
continue, and initial information indicates
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna-harvesting countries has been
poor, reflecting a business-as-usual attitude
from the countries harvesting this stock
that is unacceptable in light of the 2006
SCRS assessment showing a high risk of a
fishery and stock collapse: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that the United States, through the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas (hereinafter in this
concurrent resolution referred to as the
“Commission’’), should—

(1) pursue a review and assessment of com-
pliance with conservation and management
measures adopted by the Commission and in
effect for the 2006 eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fishery, occurring
east of 45 degree west longitude, and other
fisheries that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the Commission, including data collection
and reporting requirements;

(2) seek to address noncompliance by na-
tions with such measures through appro-
priate actions, including, as appropriate, de-
ducting a proportion of a future quota for a
country to compensate for such country ex-
ceeding its quota in prior years;

(3) pursue a meaningful discussion of the
implementation and effectiveness of the
Commission recommendation entitled ‘‘Rec-
ommendation by ICCAT to Establish a
Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin
Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean’” (Recommendation 06-05), including
seeking detailed explanations from Commis-
sion members that have failed to fully imple-
ment the terms of the recommendation; and

(4) seek to strengthen the conservation and
management of the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec-
ommendations to halt the decline of the
stock and begin to rebuild it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 229
sends a message encouraging the 42
member nations attending the Inter-
national Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas to take actions
to stop the overfishing of bluefin tuna.

Since 1981, fishermen in the United
States and other nations in the West-
ern Atlantic have curtailed fishing to
help the bluefin recover. At the same
time, other nations in the eastern At-
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lantic and the Mediterranean have con-
tinued to fish at levels exceeding limits
recommended by the scientists. If seri-
ous conservation actions are not taken,
we will lose the bluefin tuna.

House Concurrent Resolution 229
demonstrates our support for the U.S.
delegation and other nations attending
the meeting in Turkey to act deci-
sively to conserve bluefin tuna.

I commend Congressman FRANK
PALLONE for introducing this resolu-
tion, and I urge all Members to support
it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of House Concurrent
Resolution 229, promoting the con-
servation and management of the At-
lantic bluefin tuna.

The United States has been instru-
mental in working towards a viable
and successful rebuilding plan for west-
ern Atlantic bluefin tuna. Unfortu-
nately, the countries fishing on the
eastern bluefin tuna stock have repeat-
edly ignored the recommendations of
the scientific committee and set
quotas for eastern Atlantic bluefin
tuna at unsustainable levels. To add in-
sult to injury, those countries have not
even complied with these
unsustainable quotas, having contin-
ued to fish at levels far over the
unsustainable quota level.

This concurrent resolution is very
timely, within the 20th meeting of the
Tuna Commission, occurring this week
in Turkey. The U.S. delegation should
continue its leadership role and pro-
pose additional conservation measures
for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna.
Moreover, the delegation should work
to get the Commission to adopt viable
compliance measures and, if necessary,
sanctions for those countries that con-
tinue to ignore the conservation and
management recommendations of the
Commission.

I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on this particular
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, again,
I request that my colleagues support
this House Concurrent Resolution 229,
as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 229, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN
CERTAIN WATER PROJECTS IN
CALIFORNIA

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2614) to amend the Reclamation
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Wastewater and Groundwater Study

and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-

retary of the Interior to participate in
certain water projects in California.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2614

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROJECT AUTHORIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 163 . YUCAIPA VALLEY REGIONAL WATER

SUPPLY RENEWAL PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Yucaipa Valley Water
District, may participate in the design, plan-
ning, and construction of projects to treat
impaired surface water, reclaim and reuse
impaired groundwater, and provide brine dis-
posal within the Santa Ana Watershed as de-
scribed in the report submitted under section
1606.

‘“(b) CoST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 25 percent of the
total cost of the project.

‘(¢) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for operation or
maintenance of the project described in sub-
section (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $20,000,000.

“SEC. 163 . CITY OF CORONA WATER UTILITY,

~ CALIFORNIA, WATER RECYCLING
AND REUSE PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of Corona Water
Utility, California, is authorized to partici-
pate in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of, and land acquisition for, a project to
reclaim and reuse wastewater, including de-
graded groundwaters, within and outside of
the service area of the City of Corona Water
Utility, California.

“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of the project authorized by this section
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost
of the project.

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation and mainte-
nance of the project authorized by this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The table
of sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 163 the following:

‘“Sec. 163 . Yucaipa Valley Regional Water
Supply Renewal Project.

‘“‘Sec. 163 . City of Corona Water Utility,
California, water recycling and
reuse project.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?
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