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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, 

throughout most of our history, the 
world has admired the United States 
for our dedication to freedom, inter-
national law, and human rights. But 
today America’s prestige is in the pits 
because of the administration’s reck-
less occupation of Iraq. 

The resignation last week of the 
Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy 
at the State Department brought new 
attention to our low standing in the 
world. The Under Secretary was hired 
in 2005 to improve our image in the 
world with a public relations cam-
paign. But the effort failed. It failed 
because no amount of spin could over-
come the catastrophic consequences of 
our occupation of Iraq. 

Today, according to the Pew Global 
Attitudes Project, our image in the 
world is actually worse than it was be-
fore the public relations campaign 
began. Pew surveyed 33 countries and 
found that the United States is viewed 
less favorably in 26 of those countries. 
To be fair to the Under Secretary, her 
bosses in the White House had done a 
good job of trashing America’s image 
in the world long before she started her 
job. 

At the beginning of this decade, Mr. 
Speaker, the United States was viewed 
very favorably in many countries. But 
not anymore. For example, 78 percent 
of the German people viewed the 
United States favorably in the year 
2000. Now it’s just 37 percent. In Spain 
we have gone from a favorability rat-
ing of 50 percent to 23 percent. In Great 
Britain we have gone from 83 percent 
to 56 percent. And in France we have 
gone from 62 to 39. 

In the Muslim world, we have just 
about fallen off the charts. In Turkey, 
for example, we have gone from 52 per-
cent to just 12 percent. 

And, most tragically, our occupation 
of Iraq has undermined support for 
American leadership in the fight 
against terrorism. In fact, less than 
half the people in all the countries I 
just cited are now willing to follow our 
lead. 

We shouldn’t be surprised by this. It 
is much harder to convince others to 
get behind us in the fight against ter-
rorism when they actually believe that 
we are the threat to peace ourselves. 
And it’s much harder for us to fight 
many other world problems, including 
poverty, disease, lack of education, and 
global warming when our standing in 
the world has hit rock bottom. 

This foreign policy disaster is the re-
sult of a White House that has run 
amok for nearly 7 years. When you tear 
up your treaties, walk away from your 
friends, condone torture, go to war 
under false pretenses, and carelessly 
throw around words like ‘‘World War 
III,’’ you don’t make America stronger; 
you make America weaker by destroy-
ing our credibility and undermining 
our moral authority. 

The American people understand 
this, and they are demanding a new 
course for our Nation. They know the 

administration will never give us that; 
so they are looking to Congress to do 
the job. So far we have failed, but we 
have the power to turn things around, 
the power of the purse. We must use it, 
and we must use it to insist that any 
further funding for Iraq be dedicated to 
bringing our troops home. We must 
fully fund the safe, orderly, and timely 
redeployment of our troops out of Iraq. 
And we must also force the withdrawal 
of all of our military contractors who 
are acting like thugs in our Nation. We 
have a chance. We have a chance right 
now. If we don’t take advantage of it, 
we will have failed our children and we 
will have failed America. 

f 

b 1415 

U.S. GOVERNMENT MUST PROTECT 
ITS PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER). Under a previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is the first 
duty of government, especially our 
government, to protect the people. 
That is why governments are formed 
throughout the world. That is why the 
United States was formed, to protect 
the people who live in this great coun-
try of ours. 

This weekend, we honor the veterans 
that have served in our military 
throughout all of its wars. It started on 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month of 1918, which was called 
Armistice Day, to end the war to end 
all wars, World War I. We now call it 
Veterans Day, where we honor those 
who went to war and came home. 

Now America is engaged in wars in 
lands far, far away. We are engaged in 
the war in Iraq, we are engaged in the 
war in Afghanistan, and Mr. Speaker, 
it is my opinion that the finest mili-
tary that has ever existed in the his-
tory of the world is fighting for Amer-
ican values in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the American warriors. 

You know, they are fighting in the 
deserts of Iraq, the mountains of Af-
ghanistan. But we are also engaged in 
a war closer to home, that for some 
reason many have missed it, and it’s 
the border war that we have on our 
southern border. 

You see, our people who live in the 
southern part of the United States, and 
I happen to be one of them, I’m from 
the State of Texas, they are concerned 
about a constant invasion into our 
homeland by people that come here 
without permission. These people are 
coming into this country and they are 
colonizing our Nation. I have been to 
the southern border of Texas and Mex-
ico over a dozen times. I’ve been to the 
border in Arizona, the border in Cali-
fornia with Mexico, and every time I go 
to the border, the situation is worse. It 
is, by any definition, a war zone. 

In the American town of Laredo, 
across the river, in Nuevo Laredo, it is 

a hostile and violent place. In the year 
2005, there were 147 murders in Nuevo 
Laredo, many of them peace officers, 
and not one case has been solved. There 
have been 400 kidnappings; 41 of those 
have been American citizens kidnapped 
in Mexico, and not one case, not one 
has been solved by law enforcement. 

It is a violent place. We have the 
three drug cartels coming in from Mex-
ico, bringing that cancer into our coun-
try, and they are violent because it’s 
all about money. And now they’re 
working with the human coyotes, and 
they smuggle drugs and people into our 
country, all because of the almighty 
dollar. 

We have reports of the Mexican mili-
tary that have come across our border 
in arrogance and defiance, coming here 
to apparently help the drug smugglers 
bring in the drugs. But be that as it 
may, Homeland Security seems to be 
blissfully silent about the problem on 
the southern border with Mexico. And I 
ask the question, why? Is it because of 
political reasons? What do we owe the 
nation of Mexico? Our government, 
Homeland Security, owes the American 
public public defense. 

It is the first duty of government to 
protect the homeland, and that in-
cludes the invasion by people without 
permission from our southern border. 
Thousands of people a day come in here 
without our permission, and I’m here 
to say that it’s our obligation as a Na-
tion to protect the southern border. 

There has been legislation, bipar-
tisan, that has been introduced this 
week to move that direction; 8,000 
more border agents, using the military 
surveillance; also, requiring that 
American departments such as Social 
Security, Homeland Security and the 
IRS work together to prevent people 
from fraudulently trying to become 
American citizens, and of course, re-
quiring more immigration judges. And 
I think we personally should use the 
National Guard and put them on the 
southern border as well. Whatever it 
takes, by lawful means, to secure the 
Nation’s homeland, we owe that to the 
Nation, we owe that to the veterans 
who fought all over the world, and we 
owe it to the veterans who are on the 
southern border with Mexico to make 
sure that we protect our country, the 
dignity and sovereignty of this Nation. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 
1429, IMPROVING HEAD START 
FOR SCHOOL READINESS ACT OF 
2007 

Ms. MATSUI, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–440) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 813) providing for consideration of 
the conference report to accompany 
the bill (H.R. 1429) to reauthorize the 
Head Start Act, to improve program 
quality, to expand access, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
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House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. How 
often do many Americans read the his-
toric documents like the Declaration 
of Independence or our Constitution? 
The Declaration of Independence indi-
cates that we hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that we all are created 
equal, with certain inalienable rights 
of life and liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

In the opening words of the Constitu-
tion, it says that we have gathered to 
form a more perfect union. What better 
exhibit of a perfect union, of the oppor-
tunity for happiness, than the veterans 
and members of the United States mili-
tary who serve us now on the front 
lines? 

So I rise today to pay special tribute 
to them. I look forward to returning to 
my district in Houston and joining the 
commemoration on this coming Sun-
day, and as well, marching with vet-
erans, riding in military vehicles, get-
ting the sense of their life and their 
dedication. I look forward to paying 
tribute to them in Houston’s Freedom 
Fest and celebrating with some of the 
teary-eyed veterans, family members 
who have come to celebrate and to sim-
ply say thank you. 

My presence here today on this floor 
is an example of the free country in 
which we live. The discourse of democ-
racy is protected by those who fight 
today and those who have fought in 
wars gone by. And so it is appropriate 
that I rise today and embrace all of our 
veterans from sea to shining sea, to be 
able to say to you, thank you, and 
thank you to your families for the sac-
rifice of being away from them, moth-
ers and fathers, husbands and wives, 
children that you have missed because 
you have served our country. 

I rise in support of the homeless vet-
erans. And today in Houston we have 
what we call a ‘‘stand-down,’’ where 
veterans come and celebrate those who 
walk the streets and are homeless. 

I look forward to the passage of the 
most timely and largest Veterans bill 
in the history of this Nation. Demo-
crats were the leaders on this, and we 
will get it passed, and we will provide 
a thank you for our veterans. 

I rise also to acknowledge that there 
are those still fighting on the front 
lines, and in particular, in Iraq. I claim 
today, as I have done from the very day 
that this war was pronounced, I want 
our soldiers to come home. I want our 
heroes to come home. And I have a 
memory of the great excitement, 
through pictures, of course, of the cele-
bration of the World War II veterans. 
Who could ever forget that famous kiss 
in Times Square in New York? But 
since that time, I have not been satis-

fied by the way we have honored our 
veterans, our soldiers who have come 
home. And so I have filed H.R. 4020, the 
Military Success Act of 2007, that calls 
on the Nation to welcome home our 
Iraqi soldiers with a proclamation and 
celebration, with funding going to local 
and State jurisdictions so that we can 
have a day of celebration. I want to see 
those kisses in the town square. I want 
to see those colorful ribbons. I want to 
make sure that we understand that 
when a soldier comes home, it should 
not be in the dark of night on a lonely 
airplane or a lonely bus going into a 
lonely town. 

So I ask my colleagues and Ameri-
cans, veterans organizations, to sup-
port H.R. 4020 to celebrate the soldiers 
and to provide a celebration for each 
returning battle group that comes 
home from any war that they fight on 
behalf of America and they have lost 
lives and they have dedicated them-
selves to this Nation. 

And because of that, Mr. Speaker, I 
also stand today to beg President 
Musharraf in Pakistan to release 
former Prime Minister Bhutto from 
house arrest. I acknowledge the Paki-
stani Army for the work that they 
have done on the border, some having 
lost their life, along with our soldiers 
in Afghanistan, but I ask the President 
of Pakistan, an ally of the United 
States, to understand that if you have 
democracy, it is a painful experience. 
And even when there are those against 
you, you must stand for democratic 
principles in your own way. Pakistan is 
a Muslim country that promotes de-
mocracy. 

And so I ask President Musharraf to 
release the former Prime Minister 
Bhutto from house arrest, to release 
the lawyers from detention, and the po-
litical prisoners, to restore the con-
stitution, to restore the democratic 
rule, and to release the emergency 
rule. 

No, I don’t expect for us to invade 
Pakistan, I don’t expect for us to in-
vade Iran, but I do expect for this State 
Department and this President to take 
this seriously. 

In this legislation, H. Res. 810, I have 
asked for a diplomatic team of those 
from the Defense Department, those 
from the State Department to form a 
team, fly to Pakistan, sit down with 
our ally, and demand, yes demand, be-
cause of the $11 billion we’ve given 
them, the right for democracy to re-
turn to Pakistan. 

I believe that this is the way to run 
our foreign policy. Bring our soldiers 
home, and celebrate them in honor. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HOLT addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REVISIONS TO THE 302(a) ALLOCA-
TIONS AND BUDGETARY AGGRE-
GATES ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEARS 
2008 THROUGH 2012 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, under section 
303(b) of S. Con. Res. 21, the Concurrent 
Resolution on the Budget for fiscal year 2008, 
I hereby submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a revision to the budget allo-
cations and aggregates for the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means for fiscal year 
2008, and the period of 2008 through 2012. 
This revision represents an adjustment to cer-
tain House committee budget allocation and 
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