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long journey from Iowa to Washington
to speak with Iowa’s congressional del-
egation about keeping their promises
to Dubuque’s families. These residents’
dedication and commitment illustrates
why their community has been recog-
nized with this honor.

In the annual 100 Best Communities
for Young People competition, Amer-
ica’s Promise honors outstanding ef-
forts on behalf of young people by their
communities. The people of Dubuque,
Iowa, have demonstrated their commit-
ment to families and children through
their involvement of the Dubuque Men-
toring Partnership. Thanks to the im-
portant work of the DMP, the number
of mentors in Dubuque has more than
tripled and the number of children
waiting for a mentor has been cut in
half since 2005.

As a longtime mentor with Big
Brothers/Big Sisters in my hometown
of Waterloo, I learned the importance
of mentoring to give children the
greatest opportunity to achieve their
potential.

The people of Dubuque should be
proud of their accomplishment. I am
proud to represent them in Congress.

———

LET’S SAVE MONEY, NOT WASTE
IT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise in dis-
belief concerning the recent discussion
about an airplane for the Speaker.
Time and again Members of this body,
and more importantly the American
people, have been promised that this
would be the most ethical and fiscally
responsible Congress ever. Many things
have clearly derailed that pledge, in-
cluding a continuing resolution spend-
ing billions of dollars without any
scrutiny.

What we are seeing here is a men-
tality of waste. I take the Speaker’s
word that she did not request the luxu-
rious plane to transport her. However,
it is troubling to me that the men-
tality of others is such that they would
recommend more than what is needed.

We are the people’s House, and the
people expect us to spend their money
wisely. We are here to serve, not live
like kings and queens. This is an oppor-
tunity for us to review procedures and
seek ways to save money, not waste it.

——
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BUSH BUDGET SHORTCHANGES
HOMELAND SECURITY PRO-
GRAMS—PARTICULARLY FIRST
RESPONDERS

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, President Bush sent Congress
a budget for 2008 for the fiscal year
that continues the misguided priorities
of this administration. Last November,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the American people rejected the sta-
tus quo, saying that we can do better.
It is time for a change, it is a time for
a change in direction.

Unfortunately, the President’s budg-
et is more of the same. His budget for
the Department of Homeland Security
is only 1 percent more than it was in
2007. This is a modest increase for a de-
partment that is charged with such a
critical mission and has yet to meet
the goals of protecting our country.

Particularly disappointing is the
President’s request for programs to
support first responders. The President
has reduced the preparedness and
training by 33 percent. The firefighters’
grants would be reduced by 55 percent.
State and local law enforcement grants
would also undergo cuts, depriving our
communities of critical support when
they need it most after 9/11.

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats are
serious about ensuring that our local
police departments and our firefighters
have the equipment they need to better
protect our communities. The Presi-
dent’s budget must be rejected.

———

RETURN TO FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Speaker NANCY PELOSI said it is
time for Congress to return to fiscal re-
sponsibility. It is often said that the
best way to lead is by example. But I
don’t know if spending $300,000 of the
taxpayer money to fly the Speaker in a
personal luxury jet to travel back and
forth to San Francisco sets much of an
example, particularly when any Amer-
ican can find a $300 ticket for the same
route on expedia.com.

According to CNN, Speaker PELOSI
has requested that the military give
her a jet that would include 42 business
class seats, a fully enclosed stateroom,
an entertainment center, a private bed,
state-of-the-art communications sys-
tem and a crew of 16.

Now, I know there are legitimate se-
curity concerns, but somehow the pre-
vious Speaker managed to use a small-
er jet that seated 12 and had none of
these amenities.

Why did the Speaker request this jet?
According to the Washington Times,
the Democrat, quote, ‘‘is seeking reg-
ular military flights not only for her-
self and her staff, but also for relatives
and other Members of Congress.”

If this is the Democrats’ idea of fiscal
responsibility, working families had
better hold on to their wallets.

————
STOP TROOP ESCALATION

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, it is becoming ever more clear that
the troop escalation plan proposed by
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the administration is not—is not—in
our Nation’s best interest or in the best
interest of bringing stability to Iraq.

Last week, three different events
demonstrated why it is absolutely es-
sential that Congress accept its respon-
sibility to debate the President’s plan.
First, the cost of the escalation: The
President has advertised it to be $5.6
billion; CBO, nonpartisan, estimates it
will be $21 billion.

Second, the number of troops re-
quired, the President is selling it, ad-
vertising it as requiring 21,600 troops.
CBO estimates suggest that it will be
at least 48,000 troops.

Next, Pentagon officials admitted
last week that they do not have enough
armored vehicles, armored Kkits and
other equipment that is absolutely es-
sential to protecting the well-being of
our troops. We cannot be sending
troops into battle without the equip-
ment and the protection that they
need.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ARMY
SERGEANT JOHN COOPER OF
FLEMINGSBURG, KENTUCKY

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the legacy of
a brave young man from my district
who recently lost his life fighting in
Iraq. A resident of Ewing, Kentucky,
Sergeant John Cooper lost his life in a
roadside bomb attack just outside of
Mosul. Sergeant Cooper was serving in
Iraq with the Army’s 2nd Squadron, 7th
Cavalry, and was working on security
operations in the area.

I recently had the opportunity to
meet with John Cooper’s mother,
friends and family. They relayed to me
stories of a brave young man who an-
swered the call to duty by joining the
Army in 1995 after graduating from
Fleming County High School. He
served in Iraq from February of 2003 to
February of 2004 before being stationed
in Korea.

In October 2006, he returned on a sec-
ond tour. His mother, Janice BotkKin,
told me that her son was living out his
life-long dream of serving in the mili-
tary. She spoke to me of her son’s
bravery, his dedication and absolute
belief in his mission, and by all ac-
counts, Sergeant Cooper was a well-re-
spected member and leader of his unit
and his community.

Today, as we celebrate the life and
memory of this great soldier, my
thoughts and prayers are with Ser-
geant John Cooper’s family and
friends. The entire Nation is deeply in-
debted to Sergeant Cooper. We thank
him for his service, and we honor him
for his ultimate sacrifice.

ENCOURAGE MARKET
DEVELOPMENT FOR BIOFUELS
(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican Party of this country is dedi-
cated to coming to Washington, DC,
and serving the people who believe that
America’s greatest days lie in our fu-
ture. But there is also incumbent with-
in that promise the opportunity to
present new and better ideas that will
help this country to deal with the
things that lay ahead of us.

Yesterday, in the Rules Committee,
Congressman MICHAEL BURGESS from
Texas offered an amendment that
would have doubled the tax credit for
making biodiesel from recycled res-
taurant grease from 50 cents a gallon
to $1 a gallon. This comes as a result of
Mr. BURGESS’ working firsthand with
people within his district who are try-
ing to solve problems of not only air
pollution, but also to take things that
might normally be dumped into a recy-
cle bin that ends up going somewhere
to sit in a landfill.

Mr. Speaker, I think that Congress-
man BURGESS deserves the respect of
this House for new and better ideas
that will help make sure that America
is facing the problems that lie ahead of
us and to make sure that we have an-
swers for it.

I congratulate Congressman BURGESS
for bringing these ideas forward, and I
hope we will continue to have other
Members of this body do the same.

———

FOXES NEEDED TO GUARD HEN-
HOUSE SPEAKER

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
taxpayer funded luxury travel is not
accorded to our brave men and women
serving the cause of liberty. However,
the new Democrat leadership believes
they deserve just that.

While the previous Speaker of the
House was afforded the use of a mili-
tary aircraft as a security precaution
following 9/11, it didn’t include the
amenities being sought by the current
Democrat Speaker, room for 42 pas-
sengers, a crew of 16, state-of-the-art
entertainment and communications
and a private bedroom. Nonetheless,
that which was good enough for prior
leadership is apparently just not good
enough for the new leadership.

Just a few months ago, Speaker
PELOSI told the American people that
Democrats were committed to a new
direction in the way our government
does business. At a cost of $15,000 an
hour it should go without saying that
this is certainly a new direction, one
which frankly disgusts all Americans.

Mr. Speaker, spending watchdogs
should be part of the new Democrat
majority’s budget, and they should be
watching themselves. This has been a
disgrace.

———
ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-

TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF

THE HOUSE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Democratic Cau-
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cus, I offer a privileged resolution (H.
Res. 139) and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 139

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION.—
Mr. Brady of Pennsylvania, Ms. Zoe Lofgren
of California, Mr. Capuano, Mr. Gonzalez,
Mrs. Davis of California.

(2) COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL
CONDUCT.—Mr. Gene Green of Texas, Ms.
Roybal-Allard, Mr. Doyle, Mr. Delahunt.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ADVANCED FUELS INFRASTRUC-
TURE RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT ACT

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 133
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 133

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 547) to facili-
tate the development of markets for alter-
native fuels and Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel fuel
through research, development, and dem-
onstration and data collection. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived except those arising
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Science and
Technology. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. It shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Science and
Technology now printed in the bill. Each sec-
tion of the committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole may accord priority in recogni-
tion on the basis of whether the Member of-
fering an amendment has caused it to be
printed in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so printed shall
be considered as read. At the conclusion of
consideration of the bill for amendment the
Committee shall rise and report the bill to
the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any
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amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.
PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia will state his par-
liamentary inquiry.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
since this is the first time we are
adopting a rule that will allow Dele-
gates and the Resident Commissioner
to vote in the Committee of the Whole,
does the rule allow for a separate vote
on any question once the Committee
rises?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Rule
XVIII contemplates automatic, imme-
diate review in the House of certain re-
corded votes in the Committee of the
Whole.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. As a point of
clarification on the inquiry, so any
question may be put to a separate vote
once the Committee rises?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 6(h) of rule XVIII, both affirma-
tive and negative decisions of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may be reviewed
in the House under circumstances in
which votes cast by Delegates were de-
cisive in Committee.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Further in-
quiry, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may state.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Under what
circumstances will a separate vote not
be allowed?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will not automatically rise
for such an immediate review in the
case where votes cast by Delegates
were not decisive.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Further in-
quiry, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman may state.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. When a vote is
not decisive, but a question put loses,
is there any opportunity for any Mem-
ber, certified Member of the House, to
ask for a separate vote?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 6(h) of rule XVIII, immediate re-
view in the House occurs automatically
when recorded votes cast by Delegates
were decisive, without regard to wheth-
er the question was adopted or re-
jected. In ordinary proceedings of the
house on the ultimate report of the
Committee of the Whole, the House
considers only matters reported to it
by the Committee of the Whole, which
would not include propositions rejected
in Committee. Simply put, an amend-
ment rejected in the Committee of the

Whole is not reported back to the
House.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. On any ques-
tion put?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not if it
is rejected in the Committee of the
Whole.
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