November 8, 2007

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-75)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To The Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12170 on No-
vember 14, 1979, is to continue in effect
beyond November 14, 2007.

Our relations with Iran have not yet
returned to normal, and the process of
implementing the January 19, 1981
agreements with Iran is still underway.
For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared on Novem-
ber 14, 1979, with respect to Iran, be-
yond November 14, 2007.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 8, 2007.

——————

EMPLOYMENT NON-
DISCRIMINATION ACT

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
America’s a great Nation, but it’s a
work in progress; and we still have
work to do when it comes to protecting
the rights of every American.

No one understands that better than
Representative BARNEY FRANK, my
friend and colleague from Massachu-
setts. With BARNEY’s leadership, the
House passed the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act last night. ENDA is
a clear statement that we will protect
and defend the rights of Americans in
the workplace.

As far as I'm concerned, the issue
comes down to one simple declarative
sentence: your sexual orientation and
lifestyle is your own business, not your
employer’s business. No person or busi-
ness in this country should have the
right to discriminate against any
American.

I stand proudly shoulder to shoulder
with BARNEY FRANK and my constitu-
ents in Seattle in strong and unwaver-
ing support of ENDA. A chance at the
American Dream should apply to every
American. Gay, lesbian, bisexual, they
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all hope and care and wish like all the
rest of us. They deserve nothing less
than a full measure of justice and
equality in this country. So do the
transgender Americans, and we have
more work to do to extend the protec-
tions to them.

We made progress with ENDA and neither
BARNEY FRANK, nor I, nor my constituents will
rest until we can declare with conviction that
all Americans are created equal.

———————

MAJOR ANDREW STONE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, southeast
Texas is proud of the military men
that it’s produced, men such as United
States Air Force Major Andrew Stone
of Beaumont, Texas, who recently re-
ceived the Distinguished Flying Cross
with Valor for his heroics while fight-
ing in Afghanistan. Thus far, there
have only been a handful of recipients
of this second highest military award
from the Afghanistan and Iraqi wars.

On October 30, 2006, Major Stone an-
swered a distress call from a Special
Forces Unit that was on the ground
and was trapped and taking heavy
rocket and machine gun fire. Alone
against this enemy, Major Stone at-
tacked in his A-10 aircraft with a bar-
rage of 30mm cannon fire. With no re-
gard for his own safety, and while ex-
posing himself to horrific enemy
ground fire, Major Stone continued to
perform cover over this trapped Special
Forces Unit until they reached com-
plete safety. He would not leave any of
them behind. It was his selfless courage
and bravery that enabled this U.S.
troop patrol to escape.

And as we approach Veterans Day, we
honor our relentless warriors like
Major Stone. And it’s with great pride
that I recognize this son of Texas and
congratulate him on receiving the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross.

And that’s just the way it is.

0 2100
APOLOGIES TO DAWN DAWSON

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I want to apologize to Dawn
Dawson. Ms. Dawson is a thoughtful
young woman who was engaged in a
lawsuit involving a charge of discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation. An
organization in the dispute we had
about the scope of the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act, in my judg-
ment, misquoted the holding in that
lawsuit. In the course of refuting that,
I quoted some passages which reflected
somewhat negatively on Ms. Dawson. I
should not have done that. There is no
reason to make any negative inference
about her. It was in a legal context
which does not support factually any
negative response.
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Ms. Dawson called me after that,
came to see me. I was impressed by her
grace, by her thoughtfulness, and by
her commitment to working for a bet-
ter America for all of us.

So I want to express my regret that
I brought this young woman into this
dispute for no good reason. She de-
serves much better from me, as she de-
serves from all who are concerned
about fairness in this country. And as I
said, I apologize to Ms. Dawson. I con-
tinue to believe that the organization
with which I was disputing misinter-
preted her lawsuit, but that was not
her fault.

MIDDLE EAST OIL AND THE
SOARING COST OF FUEL

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, when
the Democrats took over the House,
the price of oil was $569 a barrel. Today
it’s $100 a barrel.

Now, I don’t blame that on Demo-
crats, but I have got to say that where
is your energy bill? Where is your al-
ternative fuels bill? I thought that in
this green, ‘‘don’t leave a footstep’ or
whatever it is the Speaker has prom-
ised that we were all going to be riding
hybrids. But it has not happened under
them.

I have cosponsored a bipartisan bill
with ELIOT ENGEL that does have tax
credits for buying hybrids, flex-fuel ve-
hicles. It gives the automobile compa-
nies tax credits for making more of
them. It gives the gasoline stations
money to transfer to be fuel stations so
that they can sell biodiesel and ethanol
and hydrogen, whatever it would take
to get us off Middle East oil. But the
Democrat Party has shown no interest
in ending our dependency on Middle
East oil, and that is a national security
concern of all Members, and we need to
do something about it.

I call on the Speaker to move a seri-
ous energy bill that addresses the high,
soaring cost of fuel.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLISON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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THE BOND OF BROTHERS—THE
DOZEN RIPKOWSKIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, today I have
the distinct honor of recognizing a
family in the Second Congressional
District in Texas where Veterans Day
is a daily family event. If you looked
up the word ‘‘patriot’” in the dic-
tionary, you would most likely find a
photograph of the 12 Ripkowski broth-
ers in Dayton, Texas.

The lives of all 12 brothers form a
company of heroes that served in our
military in various branches spanning
from World War II to the Korean War.
Most of them served in a time of war,
and all 12 of them returned home. They
truly were a band of brothers who
fought for America.

Their family story began in the small
town of Dayton, Texas, in the 1930s.
Their parents, Stash and Mattie
Ripkowski, had 12 sons and four daugh-
ters. That’s right, 16 all-American chil-
dren. Their names are Felix, August,
Raymond, Bernie, Alex, Leon, Bill,
Herman, Franklin, John, Mike, Stan-
ley, Catherine, Virginia, Pearline, and
Anna Lee.

The Ripkowski family grew corn and
cotton on their 200-acre farm. As World
War II began, the brothers answered
their country’s call of duty to serve in
the military one after the other.

Raymond served in the Air Force and
was stationed in New Guinea. He was a
radio operator and gunner. During his
military service, he survived and re-
covered from an airplane crash. Bernie
served in the Army and was stationed
in Alaska during World War II. Felix
served in the Army in Europe. August
served in the Navy and was stationed
in the Pacific. And Bill was also sta-
tioned in the Pacific, but he served in
the TUnited States Army. Stanley
served in the Army during peacetime
and then during the Korean War.

Today only 6 of the 12 Ripkowski
brothers are still alive. Alex, the oldest
of the surviving brothers, is 91. He
served in the Army and was deployed
in Burope during World War II. Mike
joined the Air Force and served as a
chief clerk for 2 years on the island of
Okinawa. Herman served in the Army
as an infantryman for 3 years, and he
was a member of the 78th Lightning Di-
vision, which was the first division to
cross the Rhine River in Germany to-
wards the end of World War II in Eu-
rope. After crossing the river, German
airplanes blew up the bridge, sepa-
rating Herman and his division from
the rest of the American troops. Amer-
ican troops quickly built a pontoon
bridge in the former location of the
blown-up bridge. At this point, Her-
man’s division met up with Russian
forces outside of Berlin shortly before
the Germans surrendered. It was dur-
ing this battle that Herman earned the
Bronze Star for laying communications
wire during enemy fire.
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Leon served in the Army during
World War II, and his tour of duty took
him to Africa, Italy, and France, where
he served in the infantry. By miracu-
lous chance, he ran into his brother
Felix in Tunisia, Africa during the Bat-
tle of El Guettar. Leon received five
campaign stars while in the United
States Army. Franklin served as a
Merchant Marine during World War II
dodging German submarines in the At-
lantic. He crossed the Atlantic three
times during his military service. Sev-
eral years later Franklin was drafted
again into the Army, and he served his
country one more time, but this time
during the Korean War.

John ‘““‘Buster’” Ripkowski served as a
squad leader in the infantry division in
the Army during the Korean War. He
helped take care of ammunition for his
entire infantry platoon.

All the brothers, except one, have
spent the rest of their lives after the
military in Dayton, Texas. Herman was
the only one to move away from his
family, and he moved to Liberty,
Texas, which is 6 miles away.

What makes the Ripkowski brothers’
story so remarkable is how humble and
modest they are in describing their
family’s enormous military contribu-
tion to our great Nation. Their humil-
ity is best understood in their own
words:

Mike said, “We did it to serve our
country. We’re just hard-working coun-
try folk.”

“Thank God we are here and that all
of us made it home,” said Herman,
when asked to describe his brothers
and their service in the military.

“You had to serve your country,”
said John. “‘I enjoyed going into the
service and doing my job.”

This band of brothers believed that
their service in the military was their
duty as an American citizen. To them
it was not for performing heroics or to
gain medals but to answer the honor-
able call of duty for our country. ‘“Med-
als didn’t interest us,” said Franklin.
“Our minds were on doing our jobs and
doing it better every day. Nowadays a
lot of people don’t care or put much of
their heart into it. But the military
trained you to put your heart into it. I
wish every person in America would go
into the military for 1 year. It would
make a better person out of all of
them.”

The Ripkowski brothers’ patriotic
legacy of military service is one of the
best examples of our ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion”’ doing their job for America dur-
ing the great World War II. They are an
eternal example of the service and sac-
rifice given to protect freedom for our
Nation. They’re a good example for all
of us, especially our younger genera-
tion.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, everybody in America, at least the
vast majority of Americans, are very
concerned about illegal immigration.
And they want it stopped.

Back in the early 1980s, we passed a
bill called the Simpson-Mazzoli bill. It
was in about 1986, and it was supposed
to stop illegal immigration. And what
it ended up being was a magnet for
more illegal immigration. It just sim-
ply didn’t work. So today, instead of 2
or 3 million illegals in this country, we
have got maybe 14, 15, 16 million. And
we really need to deal with the prob-
lem.

One of the problems we have is that
we are not enforcing our laws. Here in
Washington, D.C., the capital of the
United States, a person can acquire an
illegal driver’s license, a fake, a fake
Social Security card, a fake green card,
and all they have to do is talk to some-
body on the street.

My chief of staff lives over near a
place here in Washington, D.C. called
Adams Morgan. It’s a very popular
place, especially for young people. And
the ABC News affiliate here in Wash-
ington, D.C., recently went down there
with a camera and did an interview and
watched what was going on as far as
giving phony IDs to illegal aliens. And
I want to read to you what happened.
Here’s what they said:

“On any given day, you see them
walking up and down Columbia Road in
Adams Morgan. As soon as you make
eye contact with them, they try to
offer you freedom as best they can.

‘“Seller: ‘Green card or security
card?’
“Buyer: ‘Yes. What will that cost
me?’

‘“Seller: ‘The green card and Social
Security card will cost you $140. The
driver’s license alone will cost you
$120.°

Now, they are selling fake IDs. And
the people that attacked us on 9/11 had
phony driver’s licenses and had regular
driver’s licenses and they used them as
ID to get on planes. And here in Wash-
ington, D.C., we have these people
making phony ID cards, driver’s li-
censes, green cards, Social Security
cards, and they’re selling them in
broad daylight and we are not doing
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