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Mr. Speaker, Congress can no longer 

ignore the recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission. This week we will have an 
opportunity to better secure our Na-
tion by beginning the process of ap-
proving these recommendations. 

f 

b 1215 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
GERALD FORD 

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, the last 2 
weeks have been a time of sorrow for 
me, and a time of pride also. I was 
awakened at 2:00 in the morning to 
learn that my good friend, President 
Ford, had passed away. And the suc-
ceeding whirlwind of funerals, recep-
tions, and events dealing with his 
death have reminded us all how much 
he gave our country and how much he 
did for our country. 

I am proud to call Mr. Ford a friend. 
I am proud of what he did for our coun-
try. I am proud that he so ably re-
flected the values and virtues of west 
Michigan, my part of the country. 

We pray that You will bless Betty 
and his family and give them comfort 
and give them strength. 

I will shortly be presenting a resolu-
tion honoring President Ford, and I 
hope that Members will find their way 
to the floor to speak on this special 
resolution, or speak later this evening. 
I encourage them to join me in hon-
oring this great American and wonder-
ful President. 

f 

SUPPORT H.R. 1 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, we must 
begin to think differently in America 
and join hands across the aisle. Our Na-
tion must become secure now, not next 
week; and that is why I rise in support 
of H.R. 1. 

As other Members have, I ask the 
current administration to present this 
Congress with a comprehensive plan for 
Iraq, a plan that makes sense, a plan 
based on the realities on the ground in 
Iraq and in the region, for all of us 
have the same goal: to build a better 
and more secure Nation. 

By working together, we will accom-
plish our shared mission, first, by im-
plementing the recommendations of 
the 9/11 Commission; secondly, by se-
curing our borders; and, finally, by pro-
tecting our Nation from threats from 
nuclear warfare. 

Please join me in supporting H.R. 1 
as we begin to work together to build a 
better Nation and a more secure Na-
tion for everyone. 

f 

WAR ON TERROR 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I do 
want to speak for just a moment about 
the war on terror and our efforts in 
Iraq. It is clear that we have come to a 
very important time in this effort. The 
President is going to speak about his 
strategy tomorrow night. 

You know, I have been asked many 
times over the last few weeks, and cer-
tainly on Sunday when I was at Fort 
Campbell, if I would support a surge in 
the troops. I think that we have to re-
member that it is important that we 
listen to the men and women and the 
commanders in the field as we have 
this discussion. 

We have to look at the situation: 
what does it take to defuse it, to stand 
up the Iraqis and make it easier to re-
linquish control to the Iraqis for their 
country. 

It is exactly this sort of opportunity 
and these situations that really ani-
mate the work and the leadership of 
Lieutenant General David Petraeus, 
the American commander who has been 
there for a year with the 101st, who was 
back for a year training the Iraqi 
troops in Baghdad, and now will return 
again. He has been called the military’s 
warrior scholar and has drawn deeply 
on his dual background to create a 
leadership style that is respectful of 
military tradition and is innovative. 
We support General Petraeus. 

We look forward to his work there 
and his leadership style as we work to 
continue to defeat the terrorists and 
win the war on terror. 

f 

TO QUOTE THE KING 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
January 8, was the 72nd anniversary of 
the birth of the King of Rock and Roll, 
Elvis Presley. Elvis was a Memphian, a 
U.S. Army veteran, and an ambassador 
of goodwill throughout the world 
through his music and movies. 

I am here to tell you that Elvis is 
still alive today in spirit and is as rel-
evant as ever. To quote The King as we 
proceed through the 100 hours, ‘‘It’s 
Now Or Never’’ that we make the 
changes that America needs. When this 
Democratic majority finishes with the 
status quo, it will be ‘‘All Shook Up’’ 
because we will do the people’s will so 
we will not be ‘‘Return(ed) to Sender.’’ 
And we won’t be cruel to those being 
paid the minimum wage. 

Mr. Speaker, by the way, I have no-
ticed in my office, I think we need a 
surge protector. Can you get one up 
there? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ILLINOIS ON 
DIVERSITY 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I attended the inauguration 
ceremonies for the constitutional of-
fices of the State of Illinois. I want to 
congratulate the people of Illinois for 
the diversity in its selection of individ-
uals to run their State. 

Governor Rod Blagojevich was re-
elected; Lieutenant Governor Patrick 
Quinn, Irish American; Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa Madigan, a young Irish Amer-
ican; Secretary of State Jesse White, 
African American; Comptroller Dan 
Hynes is Irish American; and State 
Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, a Greek 
American who is 30 years old and is 
going to do an outstanding job. 

I simply congratulate the people of 
the great State of Illinois on its selec-
tion of constitutional officers to run 
its State. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia). Pursuant to clause 
8 of rule XX, the Chair will postpone 
further proceedings today on motions 
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
PRESIDENT GERALD RUDOLPH 
FORD 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 15) mourning 
the passing of President Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford and celebrating his leader-
ship and service to the people of the 
United States, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 15 

Whereas all American Presidents affect the 
history of the United States, but President 
Gerald Rudolph Ford leaves a legacy of lead-
ership and service that will endure for years 
to come; 

Whereas millions of men and women across 
America mourn the death of the 38th Presi-
dent of the United States; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford is the only person 
from the State of Michigan to have served as 
President of the United States; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford graduated from 
the University of Michigan with academic 
and athletic excellence; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford attended Yale Uni-
versity Law School and graduated in the top 
25 percent of his class while also working as 
a football coach; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford joined the United 
States Navy Reserves in 1942 and served val-
iantly on the U.S.S. Monterrey in the Phil-
ippines during World War II; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Monterrey earned 10 
battle stars, awarded for participation in 
battle while Gerald R. Ford served on the 
ship; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford was released to in-
active duty in 1946 with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander; 

Whereas in 1948, Gerald R. Ford was elect-
ed to the House of Representatives, where he 
served with integrity for 25 years; 
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Whereas Gerald R. Ford’s contributions to 

the foreign operations and defense sub-
committees of the Committee on Appropria-
tions earned him a reputation as a ‘‘con-
gressman’s congressman’’; 

Whereas in 1963, President Lyndon Johnson 
appointed Gerald R. Ford to the Warren 
Commission investigating the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy; 

Whereas from 1965 to 1973, Gerald R. Ford 
served as minority leader of the House of 
Representatives; 

Whereas from 1974 to 1976, Gerald R. Ford 
served as the 38th President of the United 
States, taking office at a dark hour in the 
history of the United States and returning 
the faith of the people of the United States 
in the Presidency through his wisdom, cour-
age, and integrity; 

Whereas the Presidency of Gerald R. Ford 
is remembered for restoring trust and open-
ness to the Presidency; 

Whereas President Gerald R. Ford followed 
a steady, sensible course to cope with the 
Nation’s economic problems and during his 
Administration halted double-digit inflation 
and lowered unemployment; 

Whereas President Gerald R. Ford worked 
to solidify President Nixon’s accomplish-
ments in China, bring representatives of 
Israel and Egypt to the conference table, and 
provide developmental assistance to poor 
countries; 

Whereas in 1975, under Gerald R. Ford’s 
leadership, the United States signed the 
Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, commonly known as 
the ‘‘Helsinki Agreement’’, which ratified 
post-World War II European borders and sup-
ported human rights; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford, together with 
Betty Ford, was awarded the Congressional 
Gold Metal in 1999 in recognition of dedi-
cated public service and outstanding human-
itarian contributions to the people of the 
United States; 

Whereas in 1999, Gerald R. Ford received 
the Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s highest 
civilian award, for his role in guiding the Na-
tion through the turbulent times of Water-
gate, the resignation of President Nixon, and 
the end of the Vietnam War, and for restor-
ing integrity and public trust to the Presi-
dency; 

Whereas since leaving the Presidency, Ger-
ald R. Ford has been an international ambas-
sador of American goodwill, a noted scholar 
and lecturer, and a strong supporter of the 
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at 
the University of Michigan, which was 
named for the former President in 1999; and 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford’s life has been 
characterized by honesty, integrity, and 
dedication of purpose: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses its appreciation for the pro-
found public service of President Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford; 

(2) tenders its deep sympathy to Betty 
Ford; to Michael, Jack, Steven, and Susan; 
and to the rest of the family of the former 
President; and 

(3) directs the Clerk of the House to trans-
mit a copy of this resolution to the family of 
President Gerald Rudolph Ford. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. TOM DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the debate 
on the pending motion to suspend be 
extended to 1 hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 15. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, Gerald Ford, the Na-
tion’s 38th President, and the only per-
son to serve both as President and Vice 
President, although elected to neither 
office, led the Nation out of the dark 
days of the Watergate scandal. When 
Ford took office on August 9, 1974, he 
declared: ‘‘I assume the Presidency 
under extraordinary circumstances. 
This is an hour of history that troubles 
our minds and hurts our hearts.’’ 

After playing football at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and serving on an air-
craft carrier in the Navy during World 
War II, Ford was elected to the House 
of Representatives in 1948 as a Repub-
lican. The district he represented in-
cluded his hometown of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Ford’s reputation for integ-
rity and openness made him popular 
and well regarded among his peers dur-
ing his 25 years in Congress. 

In 1965, he was elected minority lead-
er. In October of 1973, Vice President 
Spiro Agnew resigned from office after 
pleading no contest to tax evasion. 
President Nixon, ensnared in the rising 
Watergate scandal, asked the well-re-
spected Ford to leave Congress in order 
to replace Agnew, and he accepted. 

In September 1974, Ford granted 
President Nixon a pardon, an act that 
is credited for calming American anxi-
eties about the Watergate controversy. 
‘‘It was a tough decision,’’ Ford told 
USA Today in an interview in 2000. 
‘‘We needed to get the matter off my 
desk so I could concentrate on the 
problems of 260 million Americans and 
not have to worry about the problems 
of one man.’’ 

Gerald Ford was a devoted public 
servant who led this country with 
grace and bipartisanship during chal-
lenging times. All of America is grate-
ful to him for his leadership and dedi-
cation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, though he served as 
President for only 21⁄2 years, Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford, Jr., leaves a legacy of lead-
ership and service that will endure for 
years to come. As the 38th President of 
the United States, he is remembered as 
a man whose integrity and decency 
would be the salve needed to heal a 
deeply divided country during one of 

the most politically turbulent periods 
in our Nation’s history. He is also re-
membered as a loving and loyal hus-
band, family man, and friend. 

Born on July 14, 1913, in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, Gerald Ford graduated 
from the University of Michigan and 
excelled in both academics and ath-
letics. He was voted the most valuable 
player on the football team his senior 
year at Michigan, which led to offers to 
play for the Chicago Bears and the 
Green Bay Packers. 

Despite these offers, Ford decided 
that law would be a better career 
choice. He attended Yale University 
Law School, graduating in the top 25 
percent of his class while working as a 
football and a boxing coach. 

It was at Yale that he would receive 
his first taste of national politics, vol-
unteering on Wendell Willkie’s 1940 
Presidential campaign. 

His rise in Michigan politics was put 
on hold when he joined the United 
States Navy in 1942 to serve in the Sec-
ond World War. He served valiantly on 
the aircraft carrier USS Monterrey 
until 1946, attaining the rank of lieu-
tenant commander. 

1948 was a banner year for Ford as it 
was the year he was elected to the 
House of Representatives, with over 60 
percent of the vote, the lowest margin 
he was ever to receive. It was also the 
year he would marry Elizabeth 
‘‘Betty’’ Bloomer, who would become 
one of his most ardent campaigners 
and mother to their four children. 

Ford served in the House for distinc-
tion and honor for 25 years, where his 
contributions earned him a reputation 
as a Congressman’s Congressman. Even 
though his highest aspiration was to be 
Speaker of the House, he never got the 
chance. He did, however, hold the high-
est Republican post in a Democrat-
ically controlled Congress by being 
elected the minority leader in 1965. 

He held that post until 1973 when he 
was appointed by President Nixon to 
replace Spiro Agnew as Vice President 
of the United States of America amid 
allegations of corruption. 

After Nixon’s resignation on August 
9, 1974, Gerald Ford became the 38th 
President of the United States and has 
the distinction of being the only person 
to serve as but never be elected by the 
populace to either the Presidency or 
the Vice Presidency. 

As President, he followed a steady, 
sensible course to cope with the Na-
tion’s economic problems. He is cred-
ited with halting double-digit inflation 
and lowering unemployment. He also 
worked to solidify President Nixon’s 
accomplishments in China and ended 
U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Under his leadership, the United 
States signed the final act of the Con-
ference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, commonly known as the Hel-
sinki agreement, which ratified post- 
World War II European borders and 
supported human rights, and is now re-
garded as having helped bring down the 
Soviet Union. 
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Maybe most importantly, his wis-

dom, courage and integrity restored 
the faith of the American people in the 
executive branch of government. His 
time in office is remembered for restor-
ing trust and openness to the Presi-
dency. 

His courageous and difficult decision 
to pardon President Nixon may have 
cost him the election. However, it is 
now regarded as being in the best inter-
est of the Nation, allowing it to move 
forward and recover from a tumultuous 
time. 

After leaving the Presidency, Ford 
became an international ambassador of 
American goodwill, a noted scholar and 
lecturer, and a strong supporter of the 
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy 
at the University of Michigan. And to-
gether with his wife, Betty, he was 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal 
in 1999 in recognition of their dedicated 
public service and outstanding humani-
tarian contributions to the people of 
the United States. 

b 1230 
Also in 1999 Ford received the Medal 

of Freedom, the Nation’s highest civil-
ian award, for his role in guiding the 
United States through the turbulent 
times of Watergate, the resignation of 
President Nixon and the end of the 
Vietnam War, and for restoring integ-
rity and public trust to the Presidency. 

Gerald R. Ford, the President and the 
man, embodied many fine characteris-
tics that we as Americans value: honor, 
integrity, decency, hard work and 
kindness. For this, I ask my colleagues 
to join in honoring his legacy by sup-
porting this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from Vir-
ginia for his remarks and would like to 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Michigan, Rep-
resentative BART STUPAK. 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be an 
original cosponsor of this resolution, 
paying tribute to one of Michigan’s 
greatest sons, a man who dedicated the 
best years of his life to public service, 
President Gerald R. Ford. Those who 
knew Gerald Ford remember him for 
his humility, his understanding of the 
virtue of public service and his dedica-
tion to his family. Michigan and Amer-
ica have lost a statesman who truly be-
lieved in the honor of public service. 

President Ford will be remembered 
not only for his Presidency but also for 
his distinguished career representing 
Michigan in Congress and for his serv-
ice as minority leader of the United 
States House of Representatives. He 
believed deeply in this institution, and 
he served his State, his party and his 
Nation skillfully as a Congressman for 
more than a quarter of a century. 
President Ford exemplified the values 
both of this institution and the great 
State of Michigan with humility, good 
humor, faith and persistence. 

Gerald Ford did not seek power or 
fame, but he answered the call of our 
Nation’s highest office when our Na-
tion needed him. He was selected to be 
Vice President because of his high 
character, bipartisanship and integ-
rity. Eight months later, these quali-
ties were evident when President Ford 
helped heal a divided nation after the 
Watergate scandal. 

There can be no better demonstra-
tion of a tribute to President Gerald R. 
Ford than the outpouring of gratitude 
and respect from ordinary citizens 
when he was laid to rest on January 3. 
The people of Michigan remember him 
not only as President or minority lead-
er but as a constant presence in our 
lives and as a selfless, dedicated public 
servant who talked about the values 
that unite us in the most divisive of 
times. 

President Gerald R. Ford represented 
us with honor and courage, and he will 
be deeply missed. To Betty and his 
children, Michael, Jack, Steven and 
Susan, thank you for sharing the Presi-
dent with us. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the author of this resolu-
tion, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. EHLERS). 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 15, a resolution I introduced along 
with Speaker PELOSI, Republican Lead-
er BOEHNER, Majority Leader HOYER 
and the entire Michigan congressional 
delegation. This resolution honors our 
great President, Gerald R. Ford, who 
was also an outstanding Member of 
Congress. 

I am privileged to serve in the same 
House seat that President Ford held. I 
am still deeply honored when people, 
both here and in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, refer to my district as ‘‘Jerry 
Ford’s district.’’ After all these years, 
they still consider it to be Jerry’s. 

He personified the many good traits 
that West Michigan has to offer our 
Nation; honesty, integrity and a sense 
of courage and duty. I think you are 
going to hear these words a great deal 
as we honor President Ford in this 
chamber, where he honorably served 
for 25 years. 

I was deeply touched by the funeral 
services and memorial celebrations 
held for President Ford over the past 2 
weeks since his death on Tuesday, De-
cember 26, 2006. I want to thank all 
those who helped plan and carry out 
those memorable events, which sol-
emnly reflected on this great man and 
his service and leadership to our Na-
tion. I am pleased that this House can 
now take time at the beginning of a 
new Congress to celebrate and remem-
ber one of our own Members and the 
great things that he did for our coun-
try. 

For many younger Americans, these 
past tributes have served as a history 
lesson about the so-called ‘‘accidental 
President.’’ They have learned, and 

those of us who knew him, have re-
membered his athletic prowess at the 
University of Michigan; his brave serv-
ice in the Navy during World War II; 
his outstanding representation of 
Grand Rapids and Western Michigan in 
the Congress; his ascension to the Re-
publican Leader’s position in 1965; his 
appointment and confirmation as Vice 
President in 1973; and, of course, his 
rise to the Presidency in the wake of 
Richard Nixon’s resignation in August 
1974. 

What has struck me during the me-
morial services and tributes is the shift 
in the way President Ford is regarded 
as compared to some of the opinions 
during his Presidency. For example, at 
the time of his appointment as Vice 
President, the Wall Street Journal edi-
tors wrote that the nomination ‘‘caters 
to all the worst instincts on Capitol 
Hill, clubbiness, partisanship and the 
small-mindedness that thinks in terms 
of those who should be rewarded rather 
than those who could best fill the job.’’ 

Little did the Wall Street Journal 
know that the Congress had in fact 
picked the person who could best fill 
the job; they later changed their 
thoughts and their writings about 
President Ford. 

I think a lot of people probably 
thought at the time as the Wall Street 
Journal did. He was a political insider, 
from a relatively small city in Michi-
gan, who many knew little about. But 
those of us in Grand Rapids, his con-
stituents and his colleagues, knew who 
he was, a decent, thoughtful, trust-
worthy man, full of integrity and cour-
age. 

As it turns out, the country should 
be eternally grateful for the blessing of 
the timely leadership, strength and 
wisdom of Jerry Ford during this peril-
ously difficult time in the constitu-
tional history of our nation. I am glad 
that 30 years of history have shown 
that the Members of Congress, and 
those who advised President Nixon on 
his appointment, knew what they were 
talking about and what they were 
doing. 

President Ford’s appointment and his 
ascendency to the office of President 
was not the result of ‘‘clubbiness’’ or 
‘‘political favor.’’ He was the person 
best suited to fill the job, and he lit-
erally healed our Nation by the actions 
that he took during those troubled 
times. 

I am pleased that the opinion writers 
at the Wall Street Journal recognized 
this when editorializing after his 
death. They eloquently wrote that 
President Ford navigated many perils 
in his short tenure, including the pub-
lic furor over Watergate, the 
unpopularity of the Vietnam War, dra-
matic inflation and a struggling econ-
omy, and, as they put it, ‘‘better than 
he gets credit for.’’ 

I think that over time history will 
continue to hold President Ford in 
even higher regard for the actions he 
took to bring honor and respect back 
to the Presidency, to stabilize the 
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economy, and to lay the groundwork 
for freedom and democracy to spread 
and for Soviet communism to fall. 

My thoughts and prayers continue to 
go out to Betty and to their children, 
Michael, Jack, Steven and Susan, as 
well as their grandchildren. The Ford 
family demonstrated remarkable 
composure and strength during these 
long weeks of mourning, and we thank 
them for helping to lead us in our grief. 

At the beginning of this new year and 
this new Congress, I am hopeful that 
we in this House will be mindful of the 
life and legacy of Jerry Ford. He served 
in this House with distinction, he 
treated everyone with respect, and he 
always conducted himself with hon-
esty, integrity and forthrightness in 
every matter he undertook. I pray that 
we will do the same. 

His family creed, incidentally, al-
though humorous, is one we should all 
emulate: ‘‘Work hard, tell the truth, 
and come to dinner on time.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I know all my col-
leagues will support this resolution to 
honor our 38th President. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, during the last week we 
have heard many discussions about the 
impact of President Gerald Ford. We 
have heard people talk about the fact 
that he was never elected to either the 
Presidency nor the Vice Presidency of 
the United States. But yet his impact 
has been felt in such a way, as I lis-
tened to Representative EHLERS from 
Michigan talk, that people still refer to 
the district as his district. 

I hear individuals who are sports fans 
who remember his days as an athlete 
when he played football and the fact 
that whatever the assignments were, 
that he could pick up the assignment 
and do exceptionally well with it, and 
that oftentimes he didn’t veer too far 
from the center. He didn’t always veer 
so far to the left or he didn’t always 
veer so far to the right, but he was one 
of these kind of straight-down-the-mid-
dle people who protected the interests 
of his colleagues, who protected the 
well-being of his mates, who protected 
the interests of those on the team. 

I think he saw America as a team 
and, when he was given the ball, de-
cided that his greatest challenge was 
to protect the interests of America. 
And that is what he did, even though 
he probably knew that it would cause 
some difficulty with his reelection. 

Even though he knew that in all like-
lihood and all probability there were 
individuals who would be concerned 
enough that they may not give him the 
kind of support that he would need to 
be reelected, he did it anyway. He did 
it because he could put the interests of 
the country above those of any per-
sonal feelings or personal need that he 
had. I think that that is really what 
puts him down in history as one who 
excelled to the point of greatness, be-
cause he served the country and served 
the interests of the country extremely 
well. 

Mr. Speaker, when students study 
politics, when young people are trying 
to understand what it is that they need 
to be and what they ought to become if 
they really want to be a great public 
servant, they should study the life of 
President Gerald Ford, and they should 
understand that being a public servant 
is to put the public interest first. That 
is what he did, that is what he is noted 
for, and that is why all of America con-
tinues to revere him, especially those 
of us who are old enough to remember 
that period, who are old enough to kind 
of recall the mood of the people and 
what was taking place and what was 
going on at that time. 

No matter how historians write the 
script, you can never take away what 
President Gerald Ford did for America. 
That is why we salute him, and that is 
why we raise him up; that is why we 
lift him to the American people, and 
that is why this resolution is so impor-
tant. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
as a proud Michigander today to ex-
press my profound respect and appre-
ciation and admiration for the life and 
public service of our 38th President. 

President Gerald Ford was a man of 
impeccable integrity and ethics who 
served valiantly in World War II on the 
USS Monterey, where he came close to 
losing his life in December of 1944. 
After returning home to Michigan, his 
calling remained in public service to 
his country. He ran for the Grand Rap-
ids area congressional seat against an 
incumbent Republican congressman. 
Nobody thought he could win. But with 
a strong conviction and a clear con-
trast between the two, he won two-to- 
one in the primary. 

b 1245 
President Ford went on to serve 25 

years in the U.S. House and was voted 
in 1961 by the House membership as a 
‘‘Congressman’s Congressman.’’ Rising 
to the rank of Republican leader, he 
was known for his modesty, his intel-
ligence and thoughtfulness throughout 
his career. After Ford became Presi-
dent, his decisions that he made, 
though costing him politically, healed 
a fractured Nation. Today, we thank 
him for putting our country ahead of 
his own political success. 

May we never forget this great 
Michigander, and may the Lord’s bless-
ings be upon his family. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
could I inquire as to how much time I 
have left. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois has 21 minutes re-
maining and the gentleman from Vir-
ginia has 18 minutes remaining. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Oftentimes when we talk about civil 
rights and the era of civil rights, and 

we talk of the individuals who were 
pushing perhaps the most, sometimes 
the name of Gerald Ford does not get 
included in that discussion, and he is 
not included in that discussion because 
he didn’t always loom as high as some 
others might have. He was not nec-
essarily one of these individuals that 
you would just simply know about. Of-
tentimes he did what he did somewhat 
quietly but, nevertheless, did it and it 
had the impact that it was designed to 
have. 

Such were his positions relative to 
civil rights issues, even prior to ever 
seeking or getting involved in public 
office. I was told a story of how, as he 
captained the football team, that there 
were some controversies relative to an 
African American member of the team 
who was not going to get an oppor-
tunity to play. Of course, President 
Ford, as football team captain at that 
time, a sort of president-in-waiting, 
learning what leadership really meant 
and what leadership was all about, just 
sort of took the position that if this 
gentleman was not going to be able to 
play, then neither would he. And of 
course the team was concerned, be-
cause if you have a star and the star is 
not playing, then of course it decreases 
your chance of winning. 

Think of what America would be if 
all of us stood up all of the time for 
stars, or for the individuals who had 
the potential to be stars, to make sure 
that they got their rightful chance, 
their rightful opportunity, got their 
acceptance because of what they could 
contribute and because of what they 
brought to the table. I guess that real-
ly was the understanding that Gerald 
Ford had even at that moment, and all 
of America continues to be grateful to 
him. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time it would be 
my pleasure and my honor to yield to 
the gentlewoman from California, the 
Speaker of the House, such time as she 
might consume. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and ap-
plaud him, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, and 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
DAVIS), for bringing this resolution to 
the floor to honor a great man, and I 
rise today to join them in paying trib-
ute to the life and leadership of Presi-
dent Gerald Ford. 

I would like to also recognize Mrs. 
Betty Ford and the wonderful children, 
Michael, Jack, Steven, and Susan, who 
with their love and support helped to 
make President Ford’s leadership pos-
sible; but they made a contribution in 
their own right. 

Betty Ford really changed the way 
people in America talked about their 
health and the challenges in their 
lives. Every family in America respects 
her, every family in America is in her 
debt for, again, changing how people 
speak about their physical and other 
challenges. Mrs. Ford, we all give you 
our condolences and our respect and 
admiration for your leadership as well. 

Having also served as House minority 
leader, as President Ford did, I have 
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great respect for the fair and reliable 
leadership that President Ford dis-
played throughout his service in the 
House. He was effective and respected 
on both sides of the aisle. He recog-
nized that however much we may dis-
agree on political questions, we serve 
the people of the Nation, the great in-
stitution, the House of Representa-
tives. 

He later became President, and an-
other President, Thomas Jefferson, 
said: ‘‘Every difference of opinion is 
not a difference of principle.’’ Gerald 
Ford knew that. Gerald Ford followed 
that. He assumed office during one of 
the greatest times of challenge for our 
Nation and provided the American peo-
ple with the steady leadership and opti-
mism that was his signature. 

The outpouring of emotion and affec-
tion displayed by the American people 
last week and the week before reminds 
us that they desire the kind of leader-
ship President Ford embodied. In this 
hour, we need and pray for President 
Ford’s character, courage, and civility 
to affect us. He healed the country 
when it needed healing. This is another 
time, another war, and another trial of 
our American will, imagination, and 
spirit. I ask our colleagues, let us 
honor his memory not just in eulogy 
but in dialogue and trust across the 
aisle. 

Once again, our condolences to the 
family. I hope it is a comfort to the 
Ford family that so many people 
mourn their loss and are praying for 
them at this time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further speakers at 
this time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
in order to give additional Members an 
opportunity to speak on this resolu-
tion, and knowing that the morning 
has just begun and we are into early 
afternoon, I withdraw this resolution, 
with the objective of bringing it up at 
a later time so that additional Mem-
bers would have an opportunity to 
speak. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution is withdrawn. 

f 

IMPLEMENTING THE 9/11 COMMIS-
SION RECOMMENDATIONS ACT 
OF 2007 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 

Madam Speaker, pursuant to House 
Resolution 6, and as the designee of the 
majority leader, I call up the bill (H.R. 
1) to provide for the implementation of 
the recommendations of the National 
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon 
the United States, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Imple-
menting the 9/11 Commission Recommenda-
tions Act of 2007’’. 

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—RISK-BASED ALLOCATION OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY GRANTS 

Sec. 101. First responders homeland security 
funding. 

TITLE II—ENSURING COMMUNICATIONS 
INTEROPERABILITY FOR FIRST RE-
SPONDERS 

Sec. 201. Improve Communications for 
Emergency Response Grant 
Program. 

TITLE III—STRENGTHENING USE OF A 
UNIFIED INCIDENT COMMAND DURING 
EMERGENCIES 

Sec. 301. National exercise program design. 
Sec. 302. National exercise program model 

exercises. 
Sec. 303. Responsibilities of Regional Ad-

ministrators of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy. 

TITLE IV—STRENGTHENING AVIATION 
SECURITY 

Sec. 401. Installation of in-line baggage 
screening equipment. 

Sec. 402. Aviation security capital fund. 
Sec. 403. Airport checkpoint screening ex-

plosive detection. 
Sec. 404. Strengthening explosive detection 

at airport screening check-
points. 

Sec. 405. Extension of authorization of avia-
tion security funding. 

Sec. 406. Inspection of cargo carried aboard 
passenger aircraft. 

Sec. 407. Appeal and redress process for pas-
sengers wrongly delayed or pro-
hibited from boarding a flight. 

Sec. 408. Transportation Security Adminis-
tration personnel management. 

Sec. 409. Strategic plan to test and imple-
ment advanced passenger 
prescreening system. 

TITLE V—STRENGTHENING THE 
SECURITY OF CARGO CONTAINERS 

Sec. 501. Requirements relating to entry of 
containers into the United 
States. 

TITLE VI—STRENGTHENING EFFORTS TO 
PREVENT TERRORIST TRAVEL 
Subtitle A—Human Smuggling and 
Trafficking Center Improvements 

Sec. 601. Strengthening the capabilities of 
the Human Smuggling and 
Trafficking Center. 

Subtitle B—International Collaboration to 
Prevent Terrorist Travel 

Sec. 611. Report on international collabora-
tion to increase border secu-
rity, enhance global document 
security, and exchange ter-
rorist information. 

Subtitle C—Biometric Border Entry and Exit 
System 

Sec. 621. Submittal of plan on biometric 
entry and exit verification sys-
tem implementation. 

TITLE VII—IMPROVING INTELLIGENCE 
AND INFORMATION SHARING WITH 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRST 
RESPONDERS 

Subtitle A—Fusion and Law Enforcement 
Education and Teaming (FLEET) Grant 
Program 

Sec. 701. Findings. 
Sec. 702. FLEET Grant program. 

Subtitle B—Border Intelligence Fusion 
Center Program 

Sec. 711. Findings. 

Sec. 712. Establishment of Border Intel-
ligence Fusion Center Program. 

Subtitle C—Homeland Security Information 
Sharing Enhancement 

Sec. 721. Short title. 
Sec. 722. Homeland Security Advisory Sys-

tem. 
Sec. 723. Homeland security information 

sharing. 
Subtitle D—Homeland Security Information 

Sharing Partnerships 
Sec. 731. Short title. 
Sec. 732. State, Local, and Regional Infor-

mation Fusion Center Initia-
tive. 

Sec. 733. Homeland Security Information 
Sharing Fellows Program. 

Subtitle E—Homeland Security Intelligence 
Offices Reorganization 

Sec. 741. Departmental reorganization. 
Sec. 742. Intelligence components of Depart-

ment of Homeland Security. 
Sec. 743. Office of Infrastructure Protection. 
TITLE VIII—PROTECTING PRIVACY AND 

CIVIL LIBERTIES WHILE EFFECTIVELY 
FIGHTING TERRORISM 
Subtitle A—Privacy and Civil Liberties 

Oversight Boards 
Sec. 801. Short title. 
Sec. 802. Findings. 
Sec. 803. Making the Privacy and Civil Lib-

erties Oversight Board inde-
pendent. 

Sec. 804. Requiring all members of the Pri-
vacy and Civil Liberties Over-
sight Board be confirmed by the 
Senate. 

Sec. 805. Subpoena power for the Privacy 
and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board. 

Sec. 806. Reporting requirements. 
Subtitle B—Enhancement of Privacy Officer 

Authorities 
Sec. 811. Short title. 
Sec. 812. Authorities of the privacy officer of 

the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

TITLE IX—IMPROVING CRITICAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY 

Sec. 901. Vulnerability assessment and re-
port on critical infrastructure 
information. 

Sec. 902. National Asset Database and the 
National At-Risk Database. 

TITLE X—TRANSPORTATION SECURITY 
PLANNING AND INFORMATION SHARING 
Sec. 1001. Strategic transportation security 

information sharing. 
Sec. 1002. Transportation security strategic 

planning. 
TITLE XI—PRIVATE SECTOR 

PREPAREDNESS 
Sec. 1101. Participation of private sector or-

ganizations in emergency pre-
paredness and response activi-
ties. 

TITLE XII—PREVENTING WEAPONS OF 
MASS DESTRUCTION PROLIFERATION 
AND TERRORISM 

Sec. 1201. Findings. 
Sec. 1202. Definitions. 
Subtitle A—Repeal and Modification of Lim-

itations on Assistance for Prevention of 
WMD Proliferation and Terrorism 

Sec. 1211. Repeal and modification of limita-
tions on assistance for preven-
tion of weapons of mass de-
struction proliferation and ter-
rorism. 

Subtitle B—Proliferation Security Initiative 
Sec. 1221. Proliferation Security Initiative 

improvements and authorities. 
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