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of our veterans and our servicemen and
women.

This bill, were it to stand alone,
would enjoy overwhelming bipartisan
support in both the House and the Sen-
ate. Yet, the Democrat leaders have
failed, to this day, to appoint conferees
to a conference on this bill. Instead,
they joined it to a bloated Labor bill.
These are the kinds of political games
that disgust the American people.

———

UNTIE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS FUNDING

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, let us suppose
that I went out to buy a new car today,
and I went to the dealer and I made a
deal, saw exactly what I wanted, made
an agreement on the price, and I called
him up tomorrow and asked when it
would be available, and I called him up
the day after that, and I called him up
the day after that, and after 140 days
he finally said, you can come in and
pick up your car. And when I went in
to pick up the car he said, oh, by the
way, we have this used car in the back
that no one will buy, this clunker, this
thing that won’t work, and that’s part
of the deal. Now, you have to not only
pay what it’s worth, but you have to
pay $9.7 thousand additional dollars for
it.

Would you consider that fair? Would
that be considered fair dealing? Would
you really be concerned about the pur-
chaser and what they’re purchasing, or
would it look like sharp practices?
Would it look like kind of rope-a-dope?
Would it look like a bait-and-switch?

What do we have here?

We have a bill that’s been waiting for
140 days for us to vote on that we have
almost unanimous agreement on, and
what are they doing? They’re tying a
clunker to it.

Untie this, Madam Speaker,
allow us to get our business done.

———

OUR VETERANS DESERVE BETTER
THAN POLITICS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, it used to be that there were
just some things you simply didn’t
play partisan games with: Our mili-
tary, our kids, and especially our vet-
erans.

But not in this Congress. In this
House of politics, no matter is safe
from political posturing and exploi-
tation. From playing class warfare
with every proposal, to using children
as political props, politics has trumped
policy from day one.

Now the new majority has sunk to a
new low, holding our Nation’s proud
veterans hostage. And for what,
Madam Speaker? Pork.

and
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Though the veterans spending bill
passed this House months ago with 409
votes, the new majority has refused to
allow the legislation to move forward,
and veterans demand action.

This is a clear demonstration of
where the majority’s priorities lie. It’s
shameful and sad that the loony left in
this House are willing to exploit our
veterans as a political tool so that they
can get their hands on ever more hard-
earned American tax dollars.

Madam Speaker, bring up the vet-
erans bill free from pork and free from
politics.

———
MINI-BUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to call out to the American
people to ask them to take notice of
what’s happening here on the floor.
When the majority party took control
in January, they promised a new direc-
tion. But the only direction they’ve re-
ceived is to go backwards. Here it is
November, and the President has not
received one appropriations bill on his
desk.

The Congress has not moved this
slowly in 20 years, and the reason is
purely political. They want to dras-
tically increase social spending, and
they can’t get a bill passed on social
spending without coupling it and hold-
ing hostage our veterans bill.

Our veterans deserve better. Our vet-
erans deserve the funding that they
need.

I hope every veteran in America is
listening to this debate today. I hope
they realize that the veterans funding
is being held hostage.

The President will veto the social
spending the Democrats propose and
thus delay the funds needed to go to
our veterans around this country.

I urge the majority party to stop this
charade, give the veterans a straight
up-or-down vote, and it’ll pass this
House overwhelmingly.

I thank the Congress for listening. I
thank the American people for listen-
ing to me.

——
FUNDING FOR OUR VETERANS

(Mr. SHADEGG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHADEGG. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment and sadness at the majority’s
politicization of funding for our vet-
erans.

This is a sad day. Today, the major-
ity is tying Veterans Affairs funding to
outrageous overspending in a com-
pletely separate bill to pork. That is a
sad day. It’s using our veterans for po-
litical gain.

America’s veterans deserve better
than that. They deserve the support of
the American people, and they -cer-
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tainly deserve the support of this Con-
gress.

Yet, as you’ve heard, the Veterans
Affairs appropriations act passed this
Congress months ago. It should have
gone to the President. But here we
stand today fighting the leadership of
the Democratic Party who has decided
to attach that bill to a separate, con-
tentious, already bloated spending
measure, essentially to blackmail our
veterans.

Madam Speaker, next week is Vet-
erans Day, and this is how we’re hon-
oring our veterans who have served our
country and fought for our freedom.

Our veterans deserve the money in
this legislation. They deserve to have
the appropriation passed as a stand-
alone. I call on the Congress to do that
now, today, and not to punish our Na-
tion’s veterans.

———
O 1100

STILL WAITING FOR VETERANS
FUNDING

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, 40
years ago I won the lottery. That was
the draft lottery and I was able to
serve in Vietnam because I did win
that. An entire generation of young
men and women did the same; yet
today the majority is playing games
with our veterans, who sacrificed so
much back then.

Today marks the 37th day past the
fiscal year that Congress has failed to
pass veterans funding. We are losing
$18.5 million a day.

I hold two copies that I will insert
into the RECORD. These letters were
signed by 89 Members and asked the
Speaker and majority leader in the
Senate to put aside partisan games-
manship and bring a stand-alone vet-
erans bill to the floor. Since I wrote
these letters, weeks have passed, a fis-
cal year has run out, and our veterans
are still waiting on us to finalize a bill
to provide the funding for their benefit.

Madam Speaker, it is time for us to
do our job. Let’s fulfill the promises we
made to our veterans. Let’s remember
those who have served honorably, and
let’s treat them honorably.

———

CALLING FOR A CLEAN VETERANS
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, 2
months ago today, our colleagues in
the other body passed this very impor-
tant bill designed to provide assistance
to our veterans. And here we are 2
months later, and there is a desperate
need to ensure that our Nation’s vet-
erans have exactly what they deserve.

Yesterday afternoon I followed the
example of our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), and



H12750

his wife, Beverly, who regularly go out
and visit our wounded troops, and I
went out to the Walter Reed Army
Hospital. I had the opportunity to see a
number of these courageous men who
have sacrificed and have been wounded.
And I couldn’t help but think of it, as
I came back and went to the Rules
Committee last night and saw this at-
tempt being made, which they have
done, to tie the Labor, Health and
Human Services appropriations bill to
the Veterans bill, as nothing but pure
politics which undermine the ability
for us to get what these brave men and
women who have fought on behalf of
the cause of freedom need.

This is wrong. We have got to end it
right now. Bring a clean bill to this
floor.

———

SAY “THANK YOU” TO OUR VET-
ERANS BY ADOPTING A STAND-
ALONE VETERANS FUNDING
BILL

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOODE. Madam Speaker, I rise
to thank the men and women in the
United States Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard for
serving our Nation in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and around the world. They are
honorably and bravely fighting terror-
ists overseas in order to protect Amer-
ican families at home.

One way we can say ‘‘thank you’ to
these brave men and women is to adopt
a Veterans appropriations bill, stand-
alone, with a unanimous or near unani-
mous vote. It does not need to be
wrapped up into something else. We
need to send a loud and clear ‘‘thank
you’’ to our veterans in a veterans-only
bill. Let’s do it. Let’s vote it up and
say a great ‘‘thank you’” before Vet-
erans Day to our veterans.

—————
HOLDING VETERANS FUNDING
HOSTAGE CREATES A  DAN-

GEROUS PRECEDENT

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, the
House passed the Military Construc-
tion-Veterans bill on June 15, over 140
days ago. The Senate passed a bill on
September 6, sent it over to the House,
and immediately appointed conferees.

The minority appointed their con-
ferees. But up to now, we have never
had conferees appointed on this bill,
which means this bill that the Presi-
dent has announced he would sign
could have become law before October
1. It means that military families, vet-
erans, and retirees could be receiving
the benefits of up to $18.5 million every
single day since October 1.

This tactic of holding veterans fund-
ing hostage creates a dangerous prece-
dent. What controversial, unrelated
policies could go on this bill in the fu-
ture?
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Madam Speaker, let’s stop this prac-
tice today before it starts.

————

STOP THE POLITICAL GAMES;
PROVIDE FUNDING FOR OUR
TROOPS AND OUR VETERANS

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker and my
colleagues, this is the first time I have
come out for a 1-minute address, and I
think it is necessary that I also voice
my disapproval with what is hap-
pening.

Right now the Congress of the United
States is at an 11 percent approval rat-
ing. And, unfortunately, the actions
dealing with our veterans and military
appropriations measures is going to, I
think, further erode public confidence
in this body.

Right now in what is going to play
out in the next number of hours, our
military and our veterans, unfortu-
nately, will be held hostage. Unfortu-
nately, too, our veterans and our mili-
tary are going to suffer from this, all
in an attempt to try to, I guess, embar-
rass the President of the United States.
But in turn we will be embarrassing,
and further eroding confidence in, this
House.

We need to work together to pass in
a bipartisan effort the funding for our
troops and our veterans and stop the
political games.

——————

EARMARKS IN THE LABOR-HHS-

VETERANS FUNDING APPRO-
PRIATIONS CONFERENCE RE-
PORT

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, people
may wonder why we are doing this,
combining these two bills, the Vet-
erans bill and also Labor-HHS. It is
easy to see when you look at it.

There are some 150 pages of earmarks
in this conference report, including
nine air-dropped earmarks. Now, these
are earmarks that weren’t considered
by either the House or the Senate.
They were simply air-dropped into the
bill that we have no opportunity to
amend out. We have violated our own
rules. We are violating our own rules to
do this: $1 million for the Thomas
Daschle Center for Public Service and
Representative Democracy. We are
spending $1 million in this bill, air-
dropped into the bill, with no oppor-
tunity to amend it out, a center for
public service and representative de-
mocracy at a university somewhere
named for a former Member of Con-
gress.

This simply isn’t right. This isn’t
right. We shouldn’t be doing this. This
institution deserves far better than we
are giving it.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT BASIC PAY FOR
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES
SHOULD BE INCREASED

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 162) ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that
Congress and the President should in-
crease basic pay for members of the
Armed Forces, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 162

Whereas the United States continues to
rely extensively upon the members of the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and
Coast Guard who are deployed overseas and
stationed at military support installations
within the United States;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces, re-
gardless of branch of service or whether serv-
ing in an active or a reserve component,
have carried out their mission objectives
with valor, distinction, and steadfast dedica-
tion to the cause of liberty and democracy;

Whereas more than 1,600,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan, and many of these members
have served multiple deployments;

Whereas there are more than 3,000,000 fam-
ily members and other dependents of the
members of the Armed Forces serving on ac-
tive duty and in reserve components;

Whereas nearly 50 percent of the members
of the Armed Forces, who are deployed away
from their permanent duty stations, have
left families with children behind;

Whereas over 50 percent of the members of
the Armed Forces who are currently de-
ployed in Iraq are married;

Whereas military families have persevered
in the face of challenges and continue to pro-
vide critically important comfort and care
and numerous other contributions to their
loved ones deployed overseas or stationed
within the United States;

Whereas there currently is a 4 percent gap
between the pay increases provided to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and the pay in-
creases provided to private sector employees;
and

Whereas it is in the national interest of
the United States to offer to the members of
the Armed Forces comparable pay to that
which the civilian sector provides in order to
retain highly qualified men and women in
uniform and to faithfully reward their val-
iant service to the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Congress and the President should in-
crease basic pay for members of all compo-
nents of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
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