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this House, their staff and all of our
fellow citizens take time in the upcom-
ing weeks to not only reflect on the
great truth found in the Bible, but also
to count our blessings and to give
thanks.

On a personal note, I am quite sure
that my third grade teacher, Mrs.
McClain, prayed for my salvation when
I was young. I believe my seventh
grade reading teacher, Mrs. Cantrell,
prayed for me, as did my high school
band teacher, Mr. Jim Henry. They
joined a long list of relatives, my sis-
ter, Annette; my brother, Joe; my
great, great grandfather, John Henry
Fortson, pastor of the Fishing Creek
Baptist Church in Washington, Geor-
gia, for over 40 years. He prayed for the
salvation of his children and grand-
children to seven generations.

I reconfirm tonight that their pray-
ers were fruitful. Jesus is my friend
and I am a student of his word, the
Bible. I understand His work on the
cross as the sole means of my salvation
because the Bible has taught me so.

Yes, Jesus loves me, this I know, for
the Bible tell me so. May all those who
prayed for me so diligently reflect in
Thanksgiving this year that God has
heard their prayers for me, and I will
thank the God of the Bible for their
prayers which resulted in my salvation
according to the plan that He set out
in the Bible.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF ETHIOPIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the passage of
H. Res. 550, congratulating the people
of Ethiopia on the second millennium
of Ethiopia. I introduced this resolu-
tion, along with my colleague and fel-
low member of the Congressional Ethi-
opian American Caucus, Congressman
DONALD PAYNE.

Ethiopia’s calendar is based on the
Orthodox Tewahedo calendar which is
derived from the Julian calendar. The
West follows the Gregorian calendar.
On September 11 of this year, Ethio-
pians around the world celebrated a
new millennium according to their offi-
cial calendar.

H. Res. 550 demonstrates congres-
sional support for the Ethiopian Amer-
ican community, and I plan to use the
attention surrounding the millennium
to highlight priority issues, including
political reconciliation and peace in
the Horn of Africa.
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True reconciliation includes the
speedy release of political prisoners
and granting members of opposition
parties the right to participate in a
democratic society. Peace in that part
of the word will have to involve a final
demarcation and implementation of
the border between Eritrea and Ethi-
opia.

In the spirit of new beginnings, it is
my hope that the Ethiopian Govern-
ment and members of the political op-
position take every necessary step to-
ward true reconciliation. It is my hope
that Eritrea and Ethiopia will come to
a peaceful and fair resolution and fi-
nally be able to work together to en-
courage stability in the region.

Members of the Congressional Ethio-
pian American Caucus are eager to use
the millennium as an opportunity to
bring national attention to Ethiopia,
the original homes of hundred of thou-
sands of Ethiopian Americans. Ethi-
opia is a symbol of freedom. It is a
country with rich history and culture.
Ethiopians made important contribu-
tions for the freedom of many African
countries and fought courageously to
defend its own.

This resolution pays tribute to the
many sacrifices made by Ethiopians
over the centuries. In the wake of a tu-
multuous period in Ethiopian history,
it was important for me to do more to
increase visibility around this country
that has meant so much to an impor-
tant, but largely overlooked, minority
constituency.

We want to do more to show our ap-
preciation to the Ethiopian American
community for all that they continue
to contribute to our society and, more
importantly, to support their efforts to
bring national attention to the issues
that matter to them.

Ethiopian Americans make up the
second largest African immigrant com-
munity in the United States, with
U.S.-Ethiopian relations initiated in
1903. Recognizing Ethiopia’s role in the
formation of a Pan-African movement
and defeating colonial rule are key
points in the resolution, and a signifi-
cant aspect of Ethiopian identity.

The resolution also recognizes the ef-
forts of all those who organized the
millennium celebrations. The African
Union has already declared the Ethi-
opia Millennium as the African Millen-
nium and acknowledges the critical
role Ethiopia plays in keeping peace on
the continent. I thank my colleagues
for passing H. Res. 550, and I look for-
ward to the Senate vote.

————
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
both of my colleagues for organizing
this time tonight in recognition of Na-
tional Bible Week.

My own experience with the Bible
began when I was an 18-year-old fresh-
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man at the University of Kansas in
1973. I was approached by some people
who asked me if I knew what was in
the Bible. I said I knew what it was all
about. But then I had to admit I had
never read it for myself. The only hon-
est thing I could do at that point was
to read the Bible for myself.

When I read the Gospel of John, I
ended up discovering a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ who became
my Lord and Savior. In that gospel He
says: I am the way, the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father but
through Me.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know where in
their spiritual journey people may be
who are listening tonight, but I do
know this: It is better to read the Bible
for oneself and not just to take some-
one else’s word for what is in it. For
me, it made all of the difference in the
world.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

“NO” ON PERU

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this week
the new Congress, the Democratic Con-
gress, will consider its first bilateral
trade agreement during this session:
the Bush-negotiated free trade agree-
ment with Peru. This week, this Demo-
cratic Congress has an opportunity, an
opportunity to prove that we are dif-
ferent from previous Congresses. We
have an opportunity to demonstrate we
have heard from America’s voters who
are fed up with job losses, trade defi-
cits, and race-to-the-bottom wages for
our middle class.

The American people expect us to re-
flect their concerns. Yet this bill is
merely another godchild of NAFTA.

What is the public telling us? In a
March 2007 poll by the Wall Street
Journal/NBC before the recent scandals
involving tainted food and toy imports,
54 percent of Democratic voters said
free trade agreements have hurt the
United States compared with 21 per-
cent who said they have helped.

Then the Wall Street Journal in an
October 4 front-page article stated that
by a poll they had done, by a nearly 2
to 1 margin, Republican voters believe
free trade is bad for the U.S. economy,
a shift in opinion that mirrors Demo-
cratic views and suggests trade deals
could face high hurdles under a new
President.

And then a Democratic pollster found
that 67 percent, two-thirds, of Ameri-
cans believe unfair trade agreements
are making it harder for Americans to
keep good jobs. Thus, defeating the
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Peru free trade agreement isn’t just
about politics. It is about what Demo-
crats stand for in terms of policy.

Why should we defeat this bill? We
should defeat the free trade agreement
that the Bush administration nego-
tiated on behalf of Peru first to protect
America’s farmers and America’s work-
ers. With a $3 billion trade deficit with
Peru already, we have lost knit-wear
jobs, we have lost agricultural jobs in
onions and asparagus, and the Ilist
grows longer. We will only lose more
jobs as we did with NAFTA unless you
fix the innards of the agreements to
stem the outsourcing in the first place.

We should defeat the Peru trade
agreement to stand up for the 3 million
soon-to-be displaced Peruvian small
farmers who will fall victim to the
flood of cheap South American imports
that will come from adjoining coun-
tries because there are no readjust-
ment provisions in the measure, just as
there were no readjustment provisions
under NAFTA and 2 million Mexican
farmers got displaced, many of them
fleeing to our country. Where are those
3 million Peruvian farmers supposed to
go with no transition provisions in the
agreement?

We should defeat the Peru agreement
because it does not contain support
“Buy America” policies in it. We
should defeat the Peru trade agreement
because we know the Bush administra-
tion cannot be trusted to enforce it.
They haven’t balanced any trade agree-
ment. There are no accounts that are
positive in these trade agreements that
have been signed. In fact, this country
this year will rack up close to a $1 tril-
lion trade deficit with the world. The
American people are saying stop, fix
what is wrong before you do anything
more.

Why would we adopt an agreement
that will ruin the rain forest and put
indigenous peoples at risk? Why would
we do that to the Third World when we
see demonstrations against the United
States already all over Latin America.
Wouldn’t you think we would stand up
for safe foods and safe imports? We
know salmonella and other tainted
foods are coming our way from Peru
because so much of the seafood comes
in here. Why don’t we fix the inspec-
tion procedures before we adopt an-
other free trade agreement that is not
free in the end?

Why won’t we adopt trade agree-
ments that would ensure that Peru-
vians will still have access to medi-
cines they need, despite the demands of
a large pharmaceutical company? Why
don’t we stand up for the average per-
son in these agreements?

Why would we support an agreement
that is going to cause such hollowing
out of Peruvian agriculture that
they’re going to have to displace that
production with increasing coca pro-
duction and illegal drugs? Why would
we support an agreement like that?

We have to stop the perpetuation of
the NAFTA model that leaves poverty
and imbalance in its wake while failing
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to fulfill any promises of benefits to
the middle class in either country.

Mr. Speaker, the New Direction Con-
gress must take a new direction on
trade, and I urge my colleagues to re-
ject the Bush NAFTA expansion to
Peru and support a new trade model
that puts the peoples of the Americas
first.

————
0 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL BIBLE
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
21 years ago in the fall of 1986, I found
myself sitting on the couch in my med-
ical office in rural south Georgia.

My wife, Nickie, and I had been mar-
ried a year and we were struggling. I
had been through several broken mar-
riages, several episodes of broken rela-
tionships and financial problems be-
cause I had been living for myself. I'd
been living a prideful, sinful, self-cen-
tered lifestyle.

And as I sat there trying to figure
out what life was all about, I looked at
the table beside the couch upon which
I sat, and there was a Gideon Bible sit-
ting there, Mr. Speaker. And as I
looked at that, I remembered a few
weeks before I was watching a profes-
sional football game, and as the cam-
eras panned the crowd, there was a
banner hanging over a railing up in the
stands. And the big banner was there.
The gentleman had this big rainbow-
type of hair wig on, and the banner
said John 3:16. At that time, it piqued
my interest. I asked my wife, Nickie,
what John 3:16 said, and she didn’t
know. She wasn’t raised in a religious
household either. We didn’t even have a
Bible in our home to find out.

As I sat there in my office that fall
trying to figure out life, I picked up
the Bible that was on the table beside
the couch, and I opened it up and I read
John 3:16: For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever shall believe in Him shall
not perish but have everlasting life.

I remembered just a few weeks before
sitting on a dock and telling my wife
that I didn’t believe there was any
afterlife, that I did not believe that
there was a God, that I did not believe
that we had anything beyond this life
besides just how people remembered us
or through our own Kkids.

But when I read John 3:16 that day,
as a scientist, as a medical doctor, my
heart was pricked, and I just prayed
out and openly and said, God, if you’re
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real, I want you to come into my life;
I want you to show me that you’re real.
And as a scientist, I had to have proof,
and God really came into my life and
He has changed my life.

He’s given me a stability in life that
comes from no other source than hav-
ing the Lord Jesus Christ as one’s own
personal Lord and Savior, and I accept-
ed Him that day in November of 1986.
My wife was saved independently just a
few months after that.

She and I have been married 22 years
now. We have a relationship that can
come from no other source, from being
based in God’s inherent word and have
learned over the years that the Holy
Bible is true, it’s literal, and it’s God’s
direction to us. I call it the manufac-
turer’s handbook. It directs every as-
pect of life.

God ordained three social entities. He
ordained the family, He ordained the
church, and He ordained government.
Romans 13:1 is very clear about that.
The Bible gives us instructions on how
to live our lives, every aspect of our
lives. Each one of those social entities
God’s given its area of responsibility,
its area of authority.

And unfortunately, in our Nation, be-
cause of this mistaken idea that we’re
supposed to have a separation of
church and State, the family and the
church have abdicated a lot of its du-
ties over to government. But, Mr.
Speaker, what we’re doing in our soci-
ety is not according to God’s instruc-
tions.

In my home, I have two sets of ma-
chines, both washer and dryer. One set
of machines washes and dries my
clothes; the other machine washes and
dries my dishes. Mr. Speaker, if we
take our dishes and try to wash them
in our clothes washers, we’re going to
have problems.

And that’s what we’re doing in our
society today, Mr. Speaker, is we’re
trying to do things against God’s in-
herent word. We’re trying to live our
lives according to what seems right in
the eyes of man, but the scripture is
very clear about that.

In Proverbs, we read that there is a
way that seems right now as a man but
its path is the way of death, and it’s
going to be the death of freedom. It’s
going to be the death of our society.
It’s going to be the death of our Repub-
lic unless we turn back to what our
Founding Fathers very firmly believed.

Mr. Speaker, I believe in the Con-
stitution as James Madison and com-
pany meant it to be. I carry a copy in
my pocket. We’ve left this document,
the great Constitution, as James Madi-
son meant it as how we run our govern-
ment, how we run our lives publicly.

During this time when we’re cele-
brating National Bible Appreciation
Week, I call on my colleagues to read
the Bible, to read the Constitution,
read what our Founding Fathers who
were Bible-believing Christians be-
lieved, that every aspect of life should
follow the dictates of God’s inherent
Word.
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