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community was so immense that he
served for the next 16 years. He cur-
rently holds the record for Bayonne as
the first individual to serve seven con-
secutive 4-year terms in elective office
and four consecutive 4-year terms as
mayor.

Mr. Collins retired in 1990 as mayor,
but he continues to be an active and
committed leader to the citizens of Ba-
yonne.

Mr. Collins’s reputation as a public
servant was forged by his compassion
and interest in helping his fellow citi-
zens. His legacy and service to others is
a wonderful example to his children,
grandchildren and to the citizens of Ba-
yonne and beyond.

With gratitude for his devotion and
service to the Bayonne community, it
is particularly fitting that we name
the United States Postal Service build-
ing located at 570 Broadway in his
honor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SIRES).

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of H.R. 3307, a bill to des-
ignate the post office on Broadway in
Bayonne, New Jersey, as the Dennis P.
Collins Post Office. Mayor Collins is a
legend in my congressional district for
his long-time public service to the peo-
ple of his community and the State of
New Jersey.

Before entering elected public office,
Mayor Collins served his country dur-
ing World War II in the U.S. Army for
3 years, including time in the China-
Burma and India theater of operations.
In 1962, Mayor Collins won his first
election to public life by serving on the
Bayonne Municipal Council. He went
on to serve two more terms, both as
council president.

In 1974, Dennis Collins ran and won
his first term as the mayor of Bayonne.
Mayor Collins served in his role as
mayor of Bayonne for the next 16 years
before retiring in 1990.

Even though he no longer has an offi-
cial position, Mayor Collins remains
available to elected officials and citi-
zens alike to advise and support.

As a former mayor in the same coun-
ty as Mayor Collins, he served as a role
model for me and many other mayors
in the region. I always admired how
Mayor Collins ran his city so effi-
ciently, while never losing sight of the
needs of his constituents. I see no bet-
ter way to honor him today than by
passing this bill to name this Bayonne
Post Office after him so his legacy can
continue in the city forever.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I simply
rise to commend the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) for introducing
this very appropriate and fitting legis-
lation, and I urge its support by all of
our colleagues.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of
my colleagues to support H.R. 3307, and
I yield back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3307.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

MICHAEL W. SCHRAGG POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3446) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 202 East Michigan Avenue in
Marshall, Michigan, as the ‘‘Michael
W. Schragg Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3446

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MICHAEL W. SCHRAGG POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 202
East Michigan Avenue in Marshall, Michi-
gan, shall be known and designated as the
‘“‘Michael W. Schragg Post Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Michael W. Schragg
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. As a member of the House
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to join my
colleague in the consideration of H.R.
3446, which names a postal facility in
Marshall, Michigan, after Michael W.
Schragg.

H.R. 3446, which was introduced by
Representative TIMOTHY WALBERG on
August 3, 2007, was reported from the
Oversight Committee on October 23,
2007, by voice vote. This measure has
the support of the entire Michigan con-
gressional delegation.

Mr. Speaker, Michael W. Schragg
served as postmaster of Marshall,
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Michigan, for 23 years. In June 1970 he
began as a substitute clerk carrier, and
in May 1979 he became the postmaster
of Marshall.

During Marshall’s 1987 annual his-
toric home tour, Mr. Schragg began
displaying a number of old postal arti-
facts throughout the post office. Due to
the many artifacts displayed, tourists
thought the post office was a museum
rather than an official working post of-
fice. He decided to develop an extensive
collection of postal antiques in the
basement of the post office and in an
annex building. Currently, he is known
for his noteworthy accomplishment in
the creation of the Marshall Postal
Museum. Everyone in Marshall knows
Mr. Mike Schragg as the man who
knows everyone’s zip code by heart.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative TIMOTHY
WALBERG, for introducing this legisla-
tion and urge the swift passage of this
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Schragg grew
up on his family’s farm in Ceresco,
Michigan. In 1967, he enlisted in the
U.S. Army and served in Germany for 3
years. After this period, he returned to
Michigan and began his career in the
postal service in 1970. Within 5 years he
was promoted to postmaster for the
Olivet office, and in 1979 became the
postmaster for Marshall, Michigan.
During his tenure, the Marshall office
was named the All-American Post Of-
fice.

Beyond the postal service, Mr.
Schragg has always been active in his
community. He is a past president of
the Marshall Rotary Club and con-
tinues to serve on the Marshall Histor-
ical Society.

However, his most noteworthy ac-
complishment is the creation of the
Marshall Postal Museum. The Marshall
Postal Museum is the second largest in
the U.S., behind the Smithsonian Post-
al Museum here in Washington, D.C.
The museum is now one of the corner-
stones of the immensely popular Mar-
shall historical home tour. In fact, in
2003, the New York Times called the
postal museum the town’s piece de re-
sistance. The article went on to say,
“If you think you have no interest in
postal history, a tour conducted by the
ebullient Mr. Schragg will change your
mind.”

Beyond the New York Times, Mr.
Schragg and his museum have also
been featured in Michigan magazine.
Mr. Schragg even drove a vintage 1931
Model A mail delivery truck in the 2001
inauguration parade.
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Considering his devotion to pre-
serving the past and his work to de-
velop the future of the Postal Service,
it is fitting that we name the building
where he toiled for so long in his
honor. This is especially true since the
Marshall Postal Museum is housed in
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the basement of the same Marshall
Post Office.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG).

Mr. WALBERG. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise
today in support of naming the Mar-
shall, Michigan Post Office, a promi-
nent post office in my district, the Sev-
enth District of Michigan, the Michael
W. Schragg Post Office.

Michael’s life story has been re-
counted to some degree by my col-
leagues thus far, but he is one that is
beloved in his community, family, and
the American postal service. Michael
served as Marshall’s postmaster for 23
years and was the force behind the cre-
ation of the Marshall Postal Museum,
the second largest postal museum in
the United States, behind only the
Smithsonian, as has been represented
thus far.

Michael was born in Calhoun County
and raised on the family farm in
Ceresco, Michigan. He attended a one-
room country school, the Francisco
School in Ceresco, through the seventh
grade, and he then went on to graduate
from Marshall High School. Michael
met his wife, Loretta, while working at
the Robinson’s department store as he
attended Kellogg Community College.

Michael enlisted in the U.S. Army
Post Office in June 1967 and served in
Germany for 3 years. Michael and Lo-
retta went on to have three children,
two of whom embarked on postal ca-
reers of their own.

Michael started his postal career in
Marshall, Michigan, as a substitute
clerk carrier and quickly earned a pro-
motion to supervisor. The following
year he became the postmaster for Oli-
vet, Michigan, only to return to Mar-
shall, serving as the town’s postmaster
for 23 years. During his tenure in Mar-
shall, the U.S. Postal Service named
the Marshall Post Office an All-Amer-
ican Post Office.

Michael Schragg has been active in
the Marshall community throughout
his lifetime. He is a past president of
the Marshall Rotary Club and con-
tinues to serve on the Marshall Histor-
ical Society. Michael’s most note-
worthy accomplishment is the creation
of the Marshall Postal Museum. It is
second only to the Smithsonian Postal
Museum in size and is housed in the
basement of the historic Marshall Post
Office.

The Marshall Post Office building, a
Greek revival architectural style with
copper roof, was constructed in 1932 out
of Marshall sandstone. The idea for the
downstairs museum occurred during
Marshall’s 1987 Historic Home Tour. At
that time Postmaster Schragg dis-
played a number of old postal artifacts
throughout the building, which was on
the historic tour that year. Many peo-
ple thought the entire post office was a
museum rather than an official work-
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ing U.S. Post Office. After the tour Mi-
chael began organizing the collection
of postal antiques in seven rooms in
the basement and in an annex building
behind the post office.

The Marshall Postal Museum has
since become one of the cornerstones of
the annual Marshall Historic Home
Tour. It was part of a New York Times
article about places in America worth
visiting, and Michael and the museum
have also been featured in Michigan
Magazine.

Michael has taken some of the muse-
um’s displays on the road and, as has
been mentioned, toured numerous
States. Michael drove a vintage 1931
Model A mail delivery truck in Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s first inaugural
parade in Washington, DC.

Because of Michael’s countless hours
of work on the Marshall Postal Mu-
seum, his years of service to the United
States Postal Service in Michigan, and
his dedication to the Marshall commu-
nity, naming the Marshall Post Office
in his honor is a fitting tribute, and I
urge the House to join me in support of
H.R. 3446.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to fully support H.R. 3446. 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3446.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

HONORING THE FIRST RESPOND-
ERS AND SUPPORTING THE VIC-
TIMS OF THE SOUTHERN CALI-
FORNIA WILDFIRES

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 778) honoring the first
responders and supporting the victims
of the Southern California wildfires.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 778

Whereas beginning on October 21, 2007,
Southern California experienced a number of
devastating wildfires destroying over five-
hundred-thousand acres—the largest in the
history of California—and over fourteen-hun-
dred homes and countless other properties;

Whereas high temperatures and erratic
winds caused the multiple fires to rapidly
progress in the counties of Ventura, Los An-
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geles, Orange, Riverside, Santa Barbara, San
Bernardino, and San Diego;

Whereas loss of life and serious injuries
have resulted from the fires;

Whereas approximately one million resi-
dents of Southern California have been
forced to evacuate their homes and busi-
nesses due to the fires;

Whereas the effect of the wildfires on
Southern California families and businesses
is still being felt;

Whereas thousands of firefighters from
California and neighboring states and coun-
tries continue to respond to the fires, risking
health and safety and exhibiting resilience
and courage to rescue residents and fight the
blazes;

Whereas over 2,500 National Guardsmen
and other active duty military personnel are
actively engaged in supporting firefighters
and relief operations;

Whereas additional emergency personnel,
such as law enforcement and medical per-
sonnel, have coordinated with local authori-
ties and firefighters and have performed be-
yond the call of duty in the preservation and
protection of human lives;

Whereas hundreds of volunteers took time
from their daily lives to help ensure that
evacuated families are sheltered, clothed,
fed, and emotionally comforted through this
traumatic event;

Whereas it is clear that the continued com-
mitment and heroism exhibited by fire-
fighters have saved countless lives, homes,
and businesses;

Whereas the people of California and the
nation recognize that the dedication of fire-
fighters will remain steadfast throughout
the ongoing efforts; and

Whereas a major Federal disaster declara-
tion was issued on October 24, 2007; Now
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—(1) recognizes and honors the heroic
service, actions, and sacrifices of first re-
sponders, National Guardsmen, and law en-
forcement personnel, state and local offi-
cials, volunteers, and others who partici-
pated in responding to the October 21, 2007
outbreak of wildfires in Southern California;

(2) expresses its commitment to the resi-
dents of Southern California as they begin to
rebuild their community and their lives; and
(3) vows its full support to and solidarity
with the state of California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member
of the House Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, I am pleased
to join my colleagues in consideration
of House Resolution 778, a resolution
that recognizes and honors the heroic
service, actions, and sacrifices of first
responders, National Guardsmen, vol-
unteers, and others who participated in
responding to the outbreak of wildfires
in Southern California. House Resolu-
tion 778, which has 53 cosponsors, was
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