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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GONZALEZ).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 29, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES A.
GONZALEZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

“When faith came to be in writings
rather than in hearts, contention grew
hot and love grew cold. That which is
forced cannot be sincere and that
which is not voluntary cannot please
the Lord.” These words of the medieval
humanist, Erasmus, give us pause,
Lord, as this Congress faces today’s
problems.

True faith is such a tender gift by
which You massage the human heart.
If faith does not spring spontaneously
from within, it becomes dead men’s
quotes or rigid braces for feeble limbs.

The freedom of religion cannot live
in legislative words or inanimate ob-
jects. Religious faith must be allowed
to find its own expression freely. Left
alone, faith will flourish in its own
time and find its own roots, perhaps in
open fields or in surprising cracks of
our own pavement. Only when faith
takes life will You be glorified, O Lord.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BARROW)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BARROW led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

HIGH PRICE OF CRUDE OIL

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, crude oil
prices went to a record high of $93 a
barrel today. No doubt Americans will
feel it at the gas pump. There are nu-
merous reasons for the increase: main-
ly, oil producing countries are unsta-
ble. Mexico has cut oil production 20
percent because of bad weather in the
Gulf of Mexico. Africa’s largest ex-
porter of oil to the United States, Nige-
ria, has had incidents where pirates
have kidnapped workers from offshore
drilling rigs.

The Middle East is still a tinder box
of uncertainty with Iran’s nuclear de-
velopment, Turkey fighting the Kurd-
ish rebels, and, of course, the problems
that persist in Iraq and Syria. All of
this affects the disruption of oil ex-
ports. This, plus a weak dollar, means
that crude oil prices will grow even
higher.

Until the United States develops a
safe energy policy that allows com-
plete offshore drilling for crude oil and
drilling in ANWAR, we will be held
hostage by Third World countries,
rogue dictators, and political enemies.
We have the ability to explore and drill
safely our own abundant natural re-
sources. We must take care of our-
selves or the days of higher oil prices
have just begun.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 29, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 26, 2007, at 10:20 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 3678.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

ANTHONY DEJUAN BOATWRIGHT
ACT

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1473) to amend the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990
to require child care providers to pro-
vide to parents information regarding
whether such providers carry current
liability insurance, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1473

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Anthony
DeJuan Boatwright Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS.

Section 658e(c)(2) of the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C.
9858c(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E)(i) by adding at the
end the following: ‘‘The State shall include
as part of its regulatory process for issuance
and renewal of licenses to providers of child
care services, a recommendation to each pro-
vider that it carry current liability insur-
ance covering the operation of its child care
business.”’, and

(2) in subparagraph (F)—

(A) in clause (ii) by striking ‘“‘and’ at the
end,

(B) in clause (iii) by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon,

(C) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(iv) a requirement that each licensed
child care provider—

““(I) post publicly and conspicuously in the
service area of its premises a notice speci-
fying whether or not such provider carries
current liability insurance covering the op-
eration of its child care business;

“(II) provide to parents of children to
whom it provides child care services a writ-
ten notice stating whether or not such pro-
vider carries current liability insurance cov-
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ering the operation of its child care business,
including the amount of any such coverage;

‘“(IIT) obtain the signature of at least 1 par-
ent of each such child on such written notice
acknowledging that such parent has received
such notice; and

‘(IV) maintain such notice (or a copy of
such notice) as signed by such parents (or a
copy of the signed notice) in such provider’s
records during the period in which the child
receives such services.”’, and

(D) in the last sentence by inserting
‘‘clauses (i), (ii), or (iii) of”’ after ‘‘Nothing
in”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act and the amendments made by
this Act shall take effect on October 1 of the
1st fiscal year that begins more than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlemen from
Georgia (Mr. BARROW) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I request
5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may revise and extend their re-
marks and insert material relevant to
H.R. 1473, as amended, into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, back home in Augusta,
Georgia, there’s a little Tla-year-old
boy named Anthony DeJuan Boat-
wright, who is in a semicomatose state
and hooked up to a ventilator. He
wasn’t born that way, but that is how
he ended up. He ended up that way be-
cause of an accident, negligence, real-
ly, that never would have happened if
his mother had been given the informa-
tion that this bill requires.

Back in 2001, Juan’s mother, Jac-
queline Boatwright, was doing what
millions of mothers all over the coun-
try do every day: she placed her child
in day care so that she could work to
improve her life and that of her child.
She was a sophisticated consumer. She
had done her homework and she
shopped around and found a day care
center. It was licensed by the State; it
was clean and it complied with all
sorts of Federal regulations under the
Child Care Development Block Grant
Act governing such things as the pre-
vention and control of infectious dis-
eases, building safety, premises access,
and mental health and safety training
for staff.

But there was one thing that Jackie
Boatwright did not know: that these
folks could take her money, they could
take her child, they could harm her
child, and they would not be finan-
cially responsible for any of the harm
that they could do. That is because
they had no liability insurance and
there was no law, State or Federal,
that required them to tell her that.

Mr. Speaker, sure enough, that is
what happened. They ignored little
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Juan long enough for him to find a
bucket of water. Like every child that
age, he had just enough strength to
pull himself up and to look over inside
and to fall inside, head first, but not
enough upper body strength to push or
pull himself back up. It was a death
trap, and little Juan fell into it. Well,
Juan survived, but his life and that of
his family have been ruined and
changed forever.

This bill would have prevented all of
this from happening. It would not have
done it by creating a whole new bu-
reaucracy of day care inspectors to
watch the watchers. It would have done
it in the least expensive and most effi-
cient way possible, by simply requiring
the day care center to tell Jackie
Boatwright what they knew but did not
tell her, that they were willing to ac-
cept the moral responsibility of taking
care of her baby, but they were going
to accept none of the financial respon-
sibility for failing to do so.

That would have prevented this from
happening, because that is all it would
have taken to prevent this tragedy
from happening. Because if Jackie had
known that, she would have done what
any other parent would do: she would
have taken her business someplace
else, someplace where they accept
some degree of financial responsibility
for the consequences of their neg-
ligence and incorporate the cost in the
cost of doing business, just like every
other financially responsible business
does.

Jackie has tried to make something
positive out of this. She has deter-
mined to prevent this from happening
to anybody else. Thanks to her efforts,
financial responsibility disclosure laws
are now on the books in four States:
Georgia, California, Virginia and New
Hampshire. This bill will close the gap
by requiring financial responsibility
disclosure for licensed day care facili-
ties in the rest of the country.

In 2005, there were literally millions
of kids in this country receiving day
care in facilities that are governed by
the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act. Only a fraction of these
kids live in the four States that have
now stepped forward to enact financial
responsibility disclosure laws. That
means that millions of kids still go to
licensed day care facilities all around
the country today whose parents have
no idea that their day care centers can
harm their child and accept none of the
financial consequences of doing so.

This bill will give the parents of
these millions of children the same in-
formation that parents are entitled to
as a matter of law in the States of
Georgia, California, Virginia, and New
Hampshire. These parents have just as
much need to know about the financial
responsibility of the folks they give
their kids to, and this bill will give
them the same information.

This bill does not require any day
care facilities to go out and get liabil-
ity insurance. It merely requires li-
censed day care centers to tell parents
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