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point yet, as this chairman suggested
we were, that there is a rough Mem-
bers’ outline of how you could schedule
other activities if we’re still working
in December?

Mr. HOYER. I don’t know the paper
to which you refer. However, I know
what I've told the chairmen so I would
be glad to relate it to our Members for
their planning purposes.

The Senate decided to be out the last
2 weeks of November, obviously the
last week being Thanksgiving or I
guess it’s the next to last week being
Thanksgiving, and we will be out that
week because the Senate won’t be in.
And frankly, after the 16th, what I've
told the committee chairmen is that
the only business that I will schedule
time for will be the finishing of busi-
ness that we’ve already initiated and
that we are getting back from the Sen-
ate, whether it’s appropriations bills or
other conference reports on authoriza-
tion bills, Energy being one. We might
be able to do that prior to the 16th. But
if not, Energy would certainly be one
of those bills. There would be others
that would fall in that category, but
there would be no initiated legislation
out of the House after the 16th of No-
vember.

I have then told Members, as you
refer to, and the chairman has referred
to, that it will be my intention in De-
cember to schedule us the first Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday, that’s
the 4th, 5th and 6th of December. And
then, if necessary, Members ought to
keep their calendars flexible for the
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
the next week.

Now, the Speaker and I both have
talked to the leader in the Senate,
hopeful that by the 6th of December we
can finish our business. But, as you
well know, and I'm more empathetic
with your pain every day that you ex-
perienced, we need to make plans for
contingencies because we meet contin-
gencies on a regular basis. So that’s
the second week.

But the point, for planning, is that I
do not intend to schedule Mondays or
Fridays in December.

Mr. BLUNT. Okay. That’s very help-
ful.

I know our planned adjournment day
was tomorrow, and we’ve known for
some time we wouldn’t make that; but
I believe your information here is very
helpful, that Members, if we are work-
ing in December, those first two weeks,
would anticipate that Monday and Fri-
day of those two weeks would not like-
ly be scheduled work days, and they
could schedule other things in their
districts.

Mr. HOYER. The gentleman is cor-
rect. Obviously, there are contin-
gencies on which, particularly I think
a Friday, not so much on a Monday, on
a Friday. We have not yet decided
when, for instance, if we need a CR, as
is quite likely, when that CR will end.
And, obviously, we’re not going to, we
have no intention, and I know I talked
to the President, the President has no
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intention of shutting down the govern-
ment. So we need some flexibility for
those days for that contingency. We
have no intention of being certainly at
home and having the government shut
down. We need to reach accommoda-
tion on that.

But, generally speaking, those would
be the six days that I want to have us
try to be available. The first three I'm
sure we’re going to be here. The second
three I hope we’re not here, but I don’t
want Members to schedule themselves.

I might make one additional an-
nouncement that might be helpful to
Members. We have decided that we will
be coming back after the Christmas/
New Year’s break on the 15th of Janu-
ary; that’s a Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. on
the 15th.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman.
That’s very helpful information for our
Members on the time we will be work-
ing and the information for next week.

And I yield back.

—————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

THIS IS DAY 25

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, this is
day 25. That is 25 days, so far, that our
veterans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits and
health care. That is $18.5 million a day
not able to be used. And why? Because
the Democratic leadership has decided
to not complete this bill and send it to
the President, who has agreed to sign
it.

In June this House passed this appro-
priation bill with a $6 billion increase
in a bipartisan manner. We were proud
of our work and grateful to our vet-
erans.

On September 6, the Senate com-
pleted their bill.

This work is done. Our veterans are
not pawns in a political game. They are
heroes.
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America expects us to get the job
done. America expects us to provide
the best care to our veterans.

Please join me in calling upon the
Democratic leadership to put our vet-
erans first and send this bill to the
President now.

———

PERSECUTION OF JOURNALISTS IN
MEXICO

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the people in
Mexico are expected to remain silent
to the corruption and despicable acts
among the rich and powerful. Sort of
the philosophy: Sin ain’t sin as long as
good folk do it.

Lydia Cacho refused to remain silent,
and for that she fears for her life, has
been arrested, verbally abused, impris-
oned, and sued.

Lydia Cacho, founder and director of
a shelter for sexual assault victims in
Cancun, wrote a book, ‘“The Demons of
Eden.” In it, she exposed and named
the rich and powerful who lured poor
young girls to millionaire Cancun busi-
nessman Jean Succar Kuri’s home so
he and his friends could have sex with
them.

Powerful politicians and businessmen
had Cacho jailed for her work. Without
explanation, state police whisked her
away in the darkness of the night to a
prison 900 miles away. So much for
freedom of the press in Mexico.

Lydia Cacho is one of several journal-
ists that have been persecuted for arti-
cles about corruption in high places in
Mexico. Lydia Cacho became a polit-
ical prisoner of the rich, famous, and
powerful of Mexico. Accusations
against her should be dismissed, and
the child sex offenders should go to
jail.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
IT CAME TO PASS

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, there’s
a phrase that’s used in the Bible a
number of times: “It came to pass.”
That really struck me this weekend.

You know, the Republican majority,
it came and it passed. The Democratic
majority, it came and it will pass. So
that needs to be thought about in these
unprecedented procedural rules that
shut out so much of America from hav-
ing representation.

You have a Rules Committee that
says, we’ll not allow any amendments.
Now put on your evidence about your
amendments.

We have a majority leader that came
to the floor and said, we reached out to
the other side. I had a meeting this
morning about SCHIP.

The bill was put on display at 7:30; we
didn’t even get a copy. You have to
come and look at the copy.

It came to pass. I don’t know how
long the majority of the Democrats
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will last, but it came and it will pass.
And people need to remember they’re
setting very, very dangerous prece-
dents.

It came and it will pass.

—————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

PROTECTING CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, most of my adult life has been re-
lated to children’s issues. Before I
came to Congress, I had the privilege of
serving in the Arizona House of Rep-
resentatives as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Child Protection and
Family Preservation.

Later, I was director of the Arizona
Governor’s Office for Children, which
had oversight of all of the State’s pro-
grams for children in Arizona.

I was also chairman of both the Ari-
zona State Children’s Cabinet and the
Interagency Study Committee on Chil-
dren and AIDS.

And for another 4% years, Mr. Speak-
er, I had the privilege of being the ex-
ecutive director of the Arizona Family
Research Institute.

I later wrote the Arizona scholarship
tax credit legislation, a version of
which has now gone through five
States and serves to scholarship more
than 100,000 low-income children who
g0 to a school of their parents’ choice.

I also wrote Arizona’s child obscenity
and pornography bill, which became a
national precedent and protects chil-
dren from the insidious harm of both
adult and child pornography.

Mr. Speaker, the reason I say those
things is that there is one critical com-
ponent of protecting innocent children
I have learned over and over again; and
that is if you desire to protect chil-
dren, you must protect the family. Be-
cause either families, or government
bureaucrats, will ultimately make the
decisions about nearly all aspects of
our children’s lives.

The proposed SCHIP legislation funds
and empowers government bureauc-
racies and not families. It is a quin-
tessential example of a misguided and
overreaching program that is an enti-
tlement program and affixes itself to a
funding mechanism that is a declining
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revenue source. Not only does it place
this generation of children into a Hil-
lary-care, government-run health care
system, but it also places the burden of
cost on the next generation of children,
Mr. Speaker, and those many times
who will be forced to pay for it will be
those making less money than those
benefiting from the program.

Mr. Speaker, Americans care des-
perately about their children. And, un-
fortunately, in this SCHIP debate, lib-
eral Democrats are exploiting Amer-
ica’s love for children for temporary
political gain. The majority has cast
this entire debate in terms of Repub-
licans being against children and
Democrats being for them. For a Re-
publican like myself who has spent
their entire life dedicated to children’s
issues, it is an equation that I have to
reject in the strongest possible terms.
And it is especially difficult for me,
Mr. Speaker, in light of the fact that
the same party who says they advocate
for poor children leaves the very poor-
est children of all out of the equation.

It is the Democrat Party, Mr. Speak-
er, that has for decades fought for an
abortion-on-demand policy that has al-
lowed thousands of unborn children to
be killed in America every day.

At the beginning of this Congress,
newly elected Democrat Speaker
NANcY PELOSI said, ‘“We are here for
the children.” And she called the House
to order for ‘‘all of America’s chil-
dren.”

But she didn’t mean all of them, Mr.
Speaker. In fact, most Democrat Mem-
bers of this body, including Speaker
PELOSI, voted against, in the last Con-
gress, allowing unborn children to even
receive anesthetic when undergoing
abortion procedures so torturous that
they would be a felony if performed on
an animal.

Mr. Speaker, behind me this picture
is a little baby who deserves to be pro-
tected like every other child in this
country, and yet before the sun sets in
America today, 4,000 unborn children
will be killed through abortion on de-
mand, and, Mr. Speaker, their mothers
will never be the same.

The Democrat Speaker and the ma-
jority of this Congress have to some-
how understand that there are better
ways to help mothers than killing their
children for them. And they must also
realize that they can never have credi-
bility as advocates for children while
they still support an abortion-on-de-
mand policy that has killed nearly 50
million innocent children.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for Members
of this body to come together and to
truly do the right thing for all of
America’s children, even those yet un-
born.

O 1730

H.R. 3963, CHILDREN’S HEALTH IN-
SURANCE PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2007: PART II
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, for the
second time we have overwhelmingly
and on a bipartisan basis passed a bill
to provide health insurance for 10 mil-
lion American children by reauthor-
izing the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program.

This legislation presents another op-
portunity for President Bush to show
the American people that he values the
well-being of our Nation’s children.
After all, the President has often said
that he is a ‘‘compassionate conserv-
ative.”

Well, he failed the first time, and I
was hopeful that the House could over-
ride his ill-advised veto. But, unfortu-
nately, we came up 13 votes short.

So we are here again today passing a
revised bill that sufficiently addresses
the stated concerns of those who op-
posed the earlier bill. Those concerns
really amount to little more than
empty rhetoric.

Rather than complain, House leader-
ship compromised on phasing out
health care insurance for childless
adults from 2 years to 1 year. The bill
we passed today clarified that CHIP
will focus first on enrolling low-income
children by capping the enrollment
level at 300 percent of the poverty
level, or $62,000 for a family of four.

We also added language to clarify
that CHIP does not cover illegal immi-
grants by requiring States to obtain
further documentation of citizenship
that cannot be confirmed by the Social
Security Administration. And in addi-
tion to doing those things, creating
new options for States to develop and
expand premium assistance programs
designed to keep children and their
parents in an employer-sponsored plan,
the new bill contains a provision add-
ing premium assistance programs to
the list of things a State can do to re-
ceive bonuses. It will also now require
all States to develop plans and imple-
ment recommended best practices for
minimizing crowd-out.

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. None
of these fixes were necessary under the
original CHIP bill, which already con-
tained provisions addressing these very
issues. But these were concerns raised
by some Members and the President; so
we clarified the language for them.
There can now be no question as to
whether this bill should be supported.

In addition to addressing the con-
cerns that have been raised, it contains
several excellent provisions for our
children. It insures dental coverage and
mental health parity, including guar-
anteed dental benefits that I offered in
response to the death of Deamonte
Driver, a 12-year-old Maryland boy who
died when a tooth infection spread to
his brain.

It also provides $100 million in grants
for new outreach activities to States,
local governments, schools, commu-
nity-based organizations, safety-net
providers, and others. And it improves
a new quality child health initiative to
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