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the Guard and Reserve units to be eli-
gible for the GI Bill’s benefits. They 
are doing half the fighting in Iraq and 
yet do not have full benefits when they 
return home. So let us include the 
Guard and Reserve. 

Let us include an absolute right to 
mental health treatment. We cannot 
neglect mental health, PTSD (post 
traumatic stress disorder), and other 
mental conditions. While we can deal 
with the visible wounds a lot easier, we 
cannot forget the invisible ones. 

Let us work together to end that 
atrocious claims backlog. Over 600,000 
claims for disability compensation are 
pending at the VA. People have died 
while waiting for their claim to be ad-
judicated. Others have lost their home 
because they didn’t have the income. 
We can cut through that bureaucracy, 
not just add, as the budget has, 1,000 
more people, but really look at a whole 
new way, a nonadversarial way of deal-
ing with the claims for disability. We 
can do that. 

For too many people, VA means 
‘‘veterans adversary.’’ VA should mean 
‘‘veterans advocate’’. We can do that. 
Let us make sure that every young 
man and woman that comes back from 
Iraq and Afghanistan is diagnosed for 
both traumatic brain injury and PTSD, 
post traumatic stress disorder. We are 
going to let tens of thousands of young 
men and women out of the service 
without adequately understanding 
these wounds, some of whose symptoms 
are invisible for some time. They are 
ticking time bombs that, coming back 
to society, will create enormous prob-
lems for our social structure. So let’s 
diagnose it. Let’s treat it early. Let’s 
bring the family in. Let’s make sure 
that we have treated the mental illness 
that is so prominent in a war like this 
that we are unfortunately pursuing. 

Let us end homelessness for our vet-
erans in America. We can do this. This 
is not rocket science. We know what it 
takes. We have all, as I said earlier, 
been to Stand-Downs. We know how to 
bring the community together to give 
homeless veterans the support they 
need to reintegrate. And I tell you, we 
are already seeing the problems that 
we saw in Vietnam. We have suicide 
rates of our current vets that are the 
highest rates since Vietnam. We have 
homeless Iraqi vets on the street. So 
let us not make the same mistake 
again that we did in Vietnam, but let 
us remember we have both new vet-
erans and older veterans. We have to 
serve both. This Nation can do it, we 
should do it, and working together, we 
will do it. 

Each year on Veterans Day, Americans 
come together to honor our Nation’s heroes: 
the 25 million veterans that have served our 
country. 

House Resolution 237 encourages Ameri-
cans to demonstrate their support for vet-
erans. It is important to let these heroes know 
that this grateful Nation honors their service to 
our country. 

On this 88th Veterans Day, I urge all Ameri-
cans to take the time to show appreciation to 
those who have answered the call to duty. 

Although, we can never adequately thank 
them for their service and sacrifice to our Na-
tion, today, on Veterans Day and everyday, 
we can humbly salute our brave veterans and 
soldiers. 

Our nation has a proud legacy of supporting 
the men and women who have worn the uni-
form in defense of this country. 

As a nation, we have a sacred pact with all 
those who served in uniform and we owe 
them a debt of gratitude. 

Our country is founded on the principles of 
democracy, American values and faith that 
those who fight for freedom will defeat those 
whose cause is unjust. 

I know I speak for the Nation when I say 
that we stand united behind our courageous 
men and women in uniform. 

We must be united in seeing that every sol-
dier, sailor, airman and marine is welcomed 
back with all the care and compassion this 
grateful Nation can bestow. 

No other group of Americans has stood 
stronger and braver for our democracy than 
our troops and veterans. 

Veterans Day should not be observed just 
once a year—our Nation’s heroes must be 
celebrated, honored and remembered for their 
service to our Nation—the whole year through. 

Veterans have kept their promise to serve 
our Nation—and we, as a free and democratic 
country, must keep our promises to our vet-
erans. 

As Chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, it is my honor to serve the veterans of 
this Nation and I encourage my fellow Ameri-
cans to do the same. 

I encourage all Americans to reach out to 
veterans. Thank them and their families for 
their amazing sacrifice. Learn more about their 
great contributions to our country and gain the 
wisdom of their personal stories of our nation’s 
history. 

Americans have learned, again, the truth 
behind the inscription on the Korean War Me-
morial—‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ And no one 
has paid a higher price and sacrifice for our 
freedom than our veterans. 

Pause to remember the noble service and 
high sacrifices of those who have worn this 
Nation’s uniform. 

On Veterans Day and the whole year 
through, join me and take the time to show 
your gratitude to those who have answered 
the call to duty. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House, and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of the pro-
ceedings or any audible conversation is 
in violation of the rules of the House. 

The question is on the motion offered 
by the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 237. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

b 1415 

THIRD HIGHER EDUCATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3927) to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3927 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Third High-
er Education Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS. 

Section 2(a) of the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–81; 20 
U.S.C. 1001 note) is amended by striking ‘‘Oc-
tober 31, 2007’’ and inserting ‘‘April 30, 2008’’. 
SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act, or in the Higher Edu-
cation Extension Act of 2005 as amended by 
this Act, shall be construed to limit or oth-
erwise alter the authorizations of appropria-
tions for, or the durations of, programs con-
tained in the amendments made by the High-
er Education Reconciliation Act of 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 109–171) and the College Cost Reduc-
tion and Access Act of 2007 (P.L. 110–84) to 
the provisions of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 and the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection 
Act of 2004. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KELLER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 3927, a bill to extend the Higher 
Education Act through April 30, 2008. 
This bill is very straightforward. It 
simply extends the current programs 
authorized under the Higher Education 
Act until April 30, 2008, giving us the 
time to fully consider and complete the 
reauthorization. 

Mr. Speaker, we are making progress. 
With bipartisan support and the Presi-
dent’s signature, we are making a his-
toric investment in student financial 
aid in the College Cost Reduction and 
Access Act. We have also laid the 
groundwork to reauthorize the other 
core higher education programs, in-
cluding teacher preparation, devel-
oping and strengthening institutions, 
college readiness and outreach pro-
grams, international education pro-
grams, graduate education, and many 
others. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 00:18 Oct 24, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23OC7.080 H23OCPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11886 October 23, 2007 
The Higher Education Act was due to 

be reauthorized during the 108th Con-
gress. It was not completed. The 109th 
Congress also failed to reauthorize this 
act. Given the length of time that has 
elapsed between when the Higher Edu-
cation Act should have been reauthor-
ized and today, we believed that it was 
critical that the 110th Congress and the 
stakeholders in the higher education 
community take a fresh look at the 
law and the recommendations to im-
prove it. 

We have held a series of congres-
sional hearings covering the core issues 
of access, affordability, college prepa-
ration, teacher preparation, and insti-
tutional capacity. We put out a call for 
recommendations and received over 85 
responses from individuals and organi-
zations from across the Nation. I am 
looking forward to working with all 
my colleagues to produce a strong re-
authorization that will earn broad sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
thank Congressman MCKEON, the rank-
ing member of the full committee. I 
would like to thank Congressman RIC 
KELLER, the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Higher Education, 
Lifelong Learning and Competitive-
ness. Also, I wish to thank Chairman 
GEORGE MILLER for working together 
with all of us to expedite this exten-
sion. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation, H.R. 3927. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3927, a measure to extend programs 
under the Higher Education Act, which 
are set to expire at the end of this 
month, for an additional 6 months. 
This is a clean extension. This will 
simply change the date required to re-
authorize this law from October 31, 
2007, until April 30, 2008. I thank my 
committee colleagues, Chairman MIL-
LER, Chairman HINOJOSA, and Ranking 
Member MCKEON, for their work on 
this bill, as well as their consistent ef-
forts on behalf of our Nation’s college 
students and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, while I support the ex-
tension of the Higher Education Act, I 
also believe that we need to get on 
with it at this point and reauthorize 
this important law. The last time this 
law was authorized was when President 
Bill Clinton was in office back in 1998, 
and it expired in 2004. 

We need to work in a bipartisan way 
to finally reauthorize the Higher Edu-
cation Act. Republicans on the House 
Education Committee recently took a 
positive step in this direction by intro-
ducing H.R. 3746, The College Access 
and Opportunity Act of 2007. This bill 
is an updated version of H.R. 609, the 
Higher Education reauthorization bill 
that passed the House last Congress 
but was not taken up by the Senate. 
H.R. 3746 would strengthen the Pell 
Grant program by providing for year- 

round Pell Grants, and it would address 
college affordability by providing 
transparency in college costs, among 
other things. 

I hope that we will move forward 
with the Higher Education Act reau-
thorization in a bipartisan and 
thoughtful manner. I look forward to 
working with Ranking Member 
MCKEON and Chairmen MILLER and 
HINOJOSA and all of my colleagues on 
the Education and Labor Committee in 
completing our work in the coming 
months. In the meantime, however, I 
urge my colleagues to join with me in 
supporting this extension. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as my 
colleague RIC KELLER pointed out, the 
last reauthorization took place back in 
1998. If we are able to get it done this 
year, it will have been almost 10 since 
that reauthorization. For me, having 
served 11 years in Congress, I have had 
quite a learning curve. I have learned 
the importance by listening to presi-
dents and chancellors of many of the 
institutions of higher learning and re-
alize the importance of us getting this 
job done this session. 

Mr. Speaker, it is extremely impor-
tant because we are trying to raise the 
number of students who will be college 
ready. We must have programs that are 
going to fill the need that we have in 
our country for teachers, for scientists, 
for mathematicians, for all of the dif-
ferent fields that are necessary for our 
country to enjoy its prosperity. 

I am working hard with my colleague 
RIC KELLER so that the Higher Edu-
cation Act is completed on a timely 
basis, and one that is going to serve us 
for the next 6 years. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time and would like to ask the gen-
tleman from Florida if he has some 
other speakers. 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no other speakers and I am 
prepared to close at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to urge all 
of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 
3927. We believe that a college edu-
cation opportunity is the passport out 
of poverty for so many worthy young 
people. I urge my colleagues to support 
this extension and then later to work 
together in a bipartisan manner to re-
authorize the Higher Education Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HINOJOSA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3927. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Concurring in the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 327, by the yeas and nays; 

H.R. 1808, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 680, by the yeas and nays. 
The vote on H.R. 1955 will be taken 

later today. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

JOSHUA OMVIG VETERANS 
SUICIDE PREVENTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur in 
the Senate amendment to the bill, H.R. 
327, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 327. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 0, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 987] 

YEAS—417 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 

Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 

Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
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