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done together to come about with a re-
sult that will require oversight, will re-
quire monitoring. But under the cir-
cumstances to keep things from being
totally shut down, we would encourage
our colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of this legislation, which | intro-
duced earlier this year.

| want to express my thanks to Chairman
RAHALL, Ranking Member DON YOUNG, Sub-
committee Chairwoman NAPOLITANO, and Sub-
committee Ranking Member MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS for making it possible for the bill to come
before the House of Representatives today.

The legislation will authorize the Interior De-
partment to participate in the implementation
of the Platte River Recovery Implementation
Program for Endangered Species in the Cen-
tral and Lower Platte River Basin.

| consider myself fortunate to have the
honor of introducing it, and am gratified that it
is cosponsored by my Colorado colleagues,
Representatives DEGETTE, SALAZAR, and
PERLMUTTER, as well as the entire House dele-
gations of our neighboring States of Wyoming
and Nebraska.

Its purpose is to continue a cooperative ef-
fort involving the Federal Government and the
States of Colorado, Nebraska, and Wyoming
(and other entities and groups) aimed at re-
covery of endangered species in ways that will
not involve the creation of Federal water rights
or requiring the grant of water rights to Fed-
eral entities.

This legislation is the result of 14 years of
negotiations that culminated last year when
the Governors of Colorado, Wyoming, and Ne-
braska joined Secretary Kempthorne in signing
the agreement.

Since then, initial implementing steps have
begun and the President’s budget for fiscal
2008 has requested the initial funding for the
program.

The program is modeled after a somewhat
similar program for the recovery of several en-
dangered species of fish in the upper basin of
the Colorado River. | have strongly supported
that program because it has enabled us in
Colorado and other participating States to
meet the requirements of the Endangered
Species Act while allowing continued develop-
ment and use of water for other purposes as
well.

While such arrangements are not easy to
work out, | think doing so is far better than al-
ternative approaches that are more likely to be
marked by conflicts or litigation. So, | think all
concerned in the negotiation of this important
agreement are to be congratulated.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important bill that de-
serves the support of the entire House, and |
urge its approval. For the benefit of our col-
leagues, | am attaching information about the
background of the Recovery Program ad-
dressed by the bill:

BACKGROUND

Since 1997, the States of Colorado, Ne-
braska, and Wyoming have worked with
water users, conservation groups and the In-
terior Department to develop ways to allow
continued water use and development along
the Platte River to comply with the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA).

In late 2006 the States and the Interior De-
partment signed the final agreement for a
basin-wide Recovery Program to benefit
three endangered species (interior least tern,
whooping crane, and pallid sturgeon) and one
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threatened species (piping plover) referred to
as the ‘‘target species.”

The Federal government is to pay half the
cost—and the bill authorizes appropriation
of those funds. Total authorization would be
$157.14 million plus any needed inflation ad-
justments.

RECOVERY PROGRAM

The Program is designed to secure defined
benefits for the target species and their asso-
ciated habitats while also providing ESA
compliance for existing and certain new
water-related activities in the Platte River
basin. It is to be incremental, with the First
Increment coming over the next 13 years. It
would be implemented by a Governance
Committee with membership including rep-
resentatives of the three states, the Interior
Department, water users, and environmental
groups.

While the Program is designed to provide
ESA compliance for existing and certain new
water-related activities throughout the
Platte River basin upstream of the con-
fluence of the Platte and the Loup Rivers (in
Nebraska), the land acquisition and manage-
ment for the target bird species will occur in
the central Platte River region (Lexington
to Chapman, Nebraska), and Program water
activities would be designed to provide bene-
fits for the target bird species in the central
Platte River region and for the pallid stur-
geon in the lower Platte River region (below
the confluence with the Elkhorn River).

ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAM

The Program has three main elements—(1)
increasing stream flows in the central Platte
River during relevant periods through re-
timing and water conservation/supply
projects; (2) enhancing, restoring and pro-
tecting habitat lands for the target bird spe-
cies; and (3) accommodating certain new
water-related activities.

The Program will achieve these results
through an adaptive management approach
employing scientific monitoring and re-
search to evaluate the management actions
and species habitat needs. These elements
will be implemented according to underlying
principles that require interests in land to be
acquired only from willing participants and
avoid increasing tax burdens to local citizens
by paying taxes or their equivalent on Pro-
gram lands. Program lands will be held by a
land holding entity (rather than by the Fed-
eral or state governments) and will be man-
aged under a ‘‘good neighbor’’ policy.

WATER

The Program’s long-term objective for
water is to provide sufficient water to and
through the central Platte River habitat
area to assist in improving and maintaining
habitat for the target species using incentive
based water projects. During the First Incre-
ment (13 years) the Program’s objective is to
retime and improve flows in the central
Platte River to reduce shortages to target
flows by an average of 130,000 to 150,000 acre-
feet per year at Grand Island.

LAND

During the First Increment, the Program’s
objective is to protect, restore, and maintain
10,000 acres of habitat. The Program’s long-
term objective for land is to acquire land in-
terests, restore where appropriate, and main-
tain and manage approximately 29,000 acres
of suitable habitat along the central Platte
River between Lexington and Chapman, Ne-
braska. Land acquired during the Program'’s
First Increment will be credited to this long-
term objective as will certain lands that
meet criteria established by the Governance
Committee but are managed by other enti-
ties such as environmental organizations or
utility and irrigation districts.
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FUTURE WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND
NEW DEPLETIONS

One Program purpose is to mitigate the ad-
verse impacts of certain new water-related
activities through the implementation of
state and Federal depletions plans. This will
allow continued growth and water develop-
ment to occur in the Platte River basin
along with improving conditions for the tar-
get species.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1462, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CENTRAL OKLAHOMA MASTER
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT FEASI-
BILITY STUDY

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1337) to provide for a feasibility
study of alternatives to augment the
water supplies of the Central OKkla-
homa Master Conservancy District and
cities served by the District, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1337

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CENTRAL OKLAHOMA MASTER CON-
SERVATORY DISTRICT FEASIBILITY
STUDY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Thunderbird Lake, located on Little River
in central Oklahoma, was constructed in 1965 by
the Bureau of Reclamation for flood control,
water supply, recreation, and fish and wildlife
purposes;

(2) the available yield of Thunderbird Lake is
allocated to the Central Oklahoma Master Con-
servatory District, which supplies municipal
and industrial water supplies to the cities of
Norman, Midwest City, and Del City, Okla-
homa; and

(3) studies conducted by the Bureau during
fiscal year 2003 indicate that the District will re-
quire additional water supplies to meet the fu-
ture needs of the District, including through—

(A) the drilling of additional wells;

(B) the implementation of a seasonal pool
plan at Thunderbird Lake;

(C) the construction of terminal storage to
hold wet-weather yield from Thunderbird Lake;

(D) a reallocation of water storage; and

(E) the importation of surplus water from
sources outside the basin of Thunderbird Lake.

(b) STUDY.—Beginning no later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner of the Bureau of Reclamation shall
conduct a feasibility study of alternatives to
augment the water supplies of the Central Okla-
homa Master Conservatory District and cities
served by the District, including recommenda-
tions of the Commissioner, if any.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the



October 22, 2007

Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation
$900,000 to conduct the study under subsection
(b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The purpose of H.R. 1337, introduced
by our colleague, Congressman ToM
CoLE of Oklahoma, is to direct the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation to conduct a feasibility study
on alternatives to augment the water
supplies of the Central Oklahoma Mas-
ter Conservancy District and cities
served by that district.

This legislation was previously con-
sidered by the House, and we have no
objection to this noncontroversial bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 1337.

H.R. 1337, authored by Congressman
ToMm COLE, authorizes a feasibility
study to assist Norman, Oklahoma, and
the surrounding area to meet long-
term water supplies through the expan-
sion of a Federal water project.

Like many areas throughout the
West, these Oklahoma communities
are faced with growing water supply
challenges. This thoughtful bill pro-
vides limited Federal assistance to ex-
pand a Federal reservoir, but preserves
local rights and jurisdiction.

Although some of us have concerns
that there are people who play football
in the Norman, Oklahoma, area and
they have been overly aggressive as of
late with some of our Texas teams, we
are hopeful that by providing this help
that it will cool down some of that
overaggressiveness.

I would urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Texas (Mr.
GOHMERT) for his support on this non-
controversial bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1337, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SANTA ANA RIVER WATER SUP-
PLY ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 813) to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the Prado Basin Natural Treatment
System Project, to authorize the Sec-
retary to carry out a program to assist
agencies in projects to construct re-
gional brine lines in California, to au-
thorize the Secretary to participate in
the Lower Chino Dairy Area desalina-
tion demonstration and reclamation
project, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 813

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Santa Ana
River Water Supply Enhancement Act of
2007°.

SEC. 2. PRADO BASIN NATURAL TREATMENT SYS-
TEM PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 16 . PRADO BASIN NATURAL TREAT-
MENT SYSTEM PROJECT.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Orange County Water
District, shall participate in the planning,
design, and construction of natural treat-
ment systems and wetlands for the flows of
the Santa Ana River, California, and its trib-
utaries into the Prado Basin.

““(b) COST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 25 percent of the
total cost of the project.

‘“(c) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for the operation
and maintenance of the project described in
subsection (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $20,000,000.

‘“(e) SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.—This section
shall have no effect after the date that is 10
yvears after the date of the enactment of this
section.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575 is
further amended by inserting after the last
item the following:

16 . Prado Basin Natural Treatment Sys-
tem Project.”.
SEC. 3. REGIONAL BRINE LINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is further amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 16___. REGIONAL BRINE LINES.

‘“(a) SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.—The Sec-
retary, under Federal reclamation laws and
in cooperation with units of local govern-
ment, may assist agencies in projects to con-
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struct regional brine lines to export the sa-

linity imported from the Colorado River to

the Pacific Ocean as identified in—

‘(1) the Salinity Management Study pre-
pared by the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California; and

‘“(2) the Southern California Comprehen-
sive Water Reclamation and Reuse Study
prepared by the Bureau of Reclamation.

“(b) AGREEMENTS AND REGULATIONS.—The
Secretary may enter into such agreements
and promulgate such regulations as are nec-
essary to carry out this section.

‘(c) CoST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of a project to construct regional
brine lines described in subsection (a) shall
not exceed—

‘(1) 25 percent of the total cost of the
project; or

“(2) $40,000,000.

‘(d) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for operation or
maintenance of any project described in sub-
section (a).

‘‘(e) SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.—This section
shall have no effect after the date that is 10
years after the date of the enactment of this
section.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575 is
further amended by inserting after the last
item the following:

“16 . Regional brine lines.”.

SEC. 4. LOWER CHINO DAIRY AREA DESALINA-

TION DEMONSTRATION AND REC-
LAMATION PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is further amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 16 . LOWER CHINO DAIRY AREA DESALI-

NATION DEMONSTRATION AND REC-
LAMATION PROJECT.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Chino Basin
Watermaster, the Inland Empire Utilities
Agency, and the Santa Ana Watershed
Project Authority and acting under the Fed-
eral reclamation laws, shall participate in
the design, planning, and construction of the
Lower Chino Dairy Area desalination dem-
onstration and reclamation project.

““(b) CoST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed—

‘(1) 25 percent of the total cost of the
project; or

(2) $50,000,000.

‘(¢) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for operation or
maintenance of the project described in sub-
section (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘‘(e) SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.—This section
shall have no effect after the date that is 10
years after the date of the enactment of this
section.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575 is
further amended by inserting after the last
item the following:

16 . Lower Chino dairy area desalination
demonstration and reclamation
project.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.
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