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nothing will ever repair that damage, 
certainly not for the Petit family, and 
probably not entirely for the commu-
nity that they call home. 

And so we’re left to look for those 
moments of triumph, those instances 
of community reaffirmation that re-
mind us why Cheshire is such a special 
place to live. Well, we found one this 
week. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cheshire High School 
girls swim team and to thank them for 
everything that they have done. Chesh-
ire is a pretty special place to live, and 
Monday night reminded us of why that 
is. 

f 

CALLING FOR A SECURITY 
SUMMIT AT O’HARE AIRPORT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today’s USA 
Today reports on a major security fail-
ure at two of our Nation’s largest air-
ports, Chicago’s O’Hare and LAX. In a 
simulation conducted by the Transpor-
tation Security Agency, screeners at 
LAX missed 75 percent of hidden explo-
sives and bomb parts carried through 
the security by undercover TSA 
agents. 

Screeners at Chicago’s O’Hare missed 
these items 60 percent of the time. Ac-
cording to the report, bomb materials 
were packed away in toiletry kits, 
briefcases and CD players. Now, more 
than 6 years after September 11, we 
have to fix the security failures at 
major hubs like O’Hare and LAX. 

Security officials should call a secu-
rity summit, bringing together local 
leaders and the Departments of Home-
land Security and Transportation to 
schedule intensive retraining for TSA 
screeners, new testing standards, and 
accountability for lapses in security. 

Much of our safety and a great deal 
of our economy depends on the security 
of O’Hare Airport. We can do this. And 
a security summit to fix this glaring 
security problem would help. 

f 

POST OFFICE BOX 1142 
RESOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, from 1942 through the end of the 
Second World War, a top secret mili-
tary intelligence service operated clan-
destinely on the shores of our own Po-
tomac River. At Fort Hunt Park, along 
the GW Parkway, a secret installation 
operated silently in the shadows of our 
Nation’s Capital. 

Known only by its mailing address, 
P.O. Box 1142, the men and women at 
this post provided the military intel-
ligence that helped bring an end to 
World War II and gave the United 
States an early advantage in the Cold 
War. 

P.O. Box 1142 was an interrogation 
center. Throughout the war and its 
aftermath, the post processed and in-
terrogated nearly 4,000 of the most im-
portant German prisoners of war. 

The men who performed the interro-
gations were drawn from across the 
country. The shared attribute is that 
they all spoke fluent German to be able 
to interact with their captives. Many 
were Jewish, to ensure their loyalty to 
America’s mission. And most had 
friends and family battling on the front 
lines against Nazi Germany. To them, 
the war was personal and would impact 
their lives forever. 

Despite these circumstances, their 
interrogations never resorted to tor-
ture, used violence, or implemented 
cruel tactics to obtain the vital infor-
mation required to support our Nation 
at war. Instead, their most effective in-
terrogation technique was to start a 
dialogue to develop trust with their 
captives. They all talked with their 
captives, played card games, took 
walks, discussed their lives, and ulti-
mately obtained the necessary infor-
mation from their captives. Despite the 
apparent simplicity of these methods, 
these interrogations resulted in the 
discovery of most of Germany’s secret 
weapons programs. 

P.O. Box 1142 learned about research 
to develop the atomic bomb, the jet en-
gine and the V–2 rocket, all tech-
nologies that became essential infor-
mational components in waging the 
Cold War. The detainment and interro-
gation of high-ranking German offi-
cials, such as Reinhard Gehlen, who 
ran the German intelligence oper-
ations, advanced our military intel-
ligence operations well beyond the So-
viet Union’s capabilities. 

In advancing the Nation’s interests 
and uncovering vital secrets, the inter-
rogators at P.O. Box 1142 never re-
sorted to tactics such as sleep depriva-
tion, electrical shock, or 
waterboarding. Their captives were 
never sexually abused, humiliated, or 
tortured. They never resorted to the 
methods that have recently branded 
our Nation so negatively. As a result of 
the war on terror, I’m afraid that 
America is now haunted by lasting im-
ages of Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo 
Bay. The current intelligence commu-
nity can learn from the men of P.O. 
Box 1142. For all our sake, I hope it’s 
not too late. 

Despite the vital work that the inter-
rogators at P.O. Box 1142 performed, 
their activities remained closely held 
secrets by those who worked at the 
post. Many of these men never told 
family or loved ones. It wasn’t until 
park rangers from the GW Memorial 
Parkway uncovered declassified docu-
ments and met former officers of P.O. 
Box 1142 that the operations that oc-
curred at Fort Hunt Park during World 
War II became known. 

Under the encouragement of the Na-
tional Park Service, these park rangers 
identified veterans of P.O. Box 1142. 
They conducted professional oral his-

tory interviews. The deeper the park 
rangers dug, the more obvious it be-
came they had discovered a remarkable 
story that had remained unrecognized 
by the officers because of their oath of 
secrecy. 

After 2 years of work, the National 
Park Service decided it was time for 
the men of P.O. Box 1142 to finally be 
acknowledged. On October 5 and 6, the 
National Park Service held the first- 
ever reunion of the veterans of P.O. 
Box 1142 at Fort Hunt Park. The vet-
erans raised the American flag in the 
post’s original flag pole setting and 
memorialized the grounds. 

Today, I’m proud to play a small part 
in giving justified credit for the tre-
mendous work performed at P.O. Box 
1142. Along with my northern Virginia 
colleagues, Congressmen TOM DAVIS 
and FRANK WOLF, I’m introducing a 
long, overdue resolution to honor the 
men of P.O. Box 1142. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my apprecia-
tion to these veterans. The Nation 
owes a great debt to them for their sac-
rifice to our Nation during a time of 
war for their pursuit of critical intel-
ligence, while maintaining the highest 
level of integrity and America’s moral 
values, and for their intrepid actions 
that have, until very recently, gone 
unacknowledged. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAMES OF MEM-
BERS AS COSPONSORS OF H.R. 
1396 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as a 
sponsor of H.R. 1396, and because we in-
advertently transposed some numbers, 
I ask unanimous consent that Rep-
resentatives NITA LOWEY, RICHARD 
NEAL, and ARTUR DAVIS be removed as 
cosponsors of H.R. 1396. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PRIORITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, all too 
often we’ve seen this administration 
turn a blind eye toward the priorities 
of our very country. While the adminis-
tration has consistently failed to dem-
onstrate restraint when it comes to es-
calating the occupation of Iraq, it has 
cold-heartedly insisted on denying the 
children of struggling working families 
with health insurance in the name of 
fiscal discipline. Once again, the values 
of the administration are glaringly out 
of step with the values of the American 
people. 

The administration will not stand for 
accountability, transparency, or dis-
sent when it comes to ending the occu-
pation of Iraq. They will, however, sup-
port another blank check, resulting in 
more lives lost and more of our prior-
ities left unfunded. 

Earlier today, the House voted on 
overriding the President’s veto of the 
children’s health insurance reauthor-
ization, or SCHIP. When the President 
vetoed SCHIP, he argued that the ap-
pearance of fiscal responsibility was 
more important than the health of 10 
million of our children in this Nation. 
But when we learned that insuring 10 
million children in America for 1 year 
costs the same as 40 days in Iraq, it is 
clear that the administration does not 
have its priorities straight. 

Mr. Speaker, supporting our service 
men and women is certainly our abso-
lute responsibility. Our Nation has an 
obligation to those who sacrifice and 
defend us during times of war. How-
ever, our servicemembers in Iraq were 
sent into combat without adequate 
training, without state-of-the-art body 
armor and equipment, and without as-
surances that their tours of duty will 
not be overextended. The glaring fail-
ures in Iraq show that not only is the 
Bush administration defunding our Na-
tion’s priorities to continue the occu-
pation, but that it is allowing much of 
that money to be wasted. 

The Inspector General has reported 
that $8.8 billion appropriated for Iraq’s 
reconstruction cannot be accounted 
for. Media sources have recently re-
ported that the administration is con-
structing a $600 million American Em-
bassy located in the Green Zone in 
Iraq. This embassy, which is the larg-
est in the world, in fact, it is larger 
than the Vatican, this embassy will in-
clude grocery stores, a movie theater, 
tennis courts and a social club. 

It will require $1 billion a year to 
keep it up and to be maintained. In-
stead of our children’s health care, the 
priorities of the Bush administration 
seem to be waste, fraud and abuse. 

Mr. Speaker, when the administra-
tion vetoes a bipartisan investment in 
health insurance for our Nation’s chil-
dren, it rejects the priorities of the 
American people. When the adminis-
tration spends billions on constructing 

and maintaining an embassy in Iraq 
while Iraq’s infrastructure collapses 
around them, it compromises the safe-
ty of our troops abroad. And when the 
administration refuses to end the occu-
pation in Iraq, it assures that countless 
generations will suffer for their mis-
takes. 

Mr. Speaker, the priorities of the 
American people are clear. They want 
to provide health care for children. 
They want to promote peace and pro-
tect our troops. They want us to fully 
fund the efforts to bring our troops 
home. They want us to do it now. 

f 

b 1415 

THE FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. PENCE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor weary but well after a week in 
which I have had the privilege of being 
involved in not one but two debates 
over the very freedoms enshrined in 
the first amendment of the Constitu-
tion of the United States. I am hum-
bled as someone who not only has been 
charged with public duties in rep-
resenting the good people of eastern In-
diana here on the floor of the Congress, 
but I am humbled as someone who, 
from my youth, has been fascinated 
with the freedoms enshrined in the 
first amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

This week, I had the privilege of see-
ing legislation that I authored 3 years 
ago come to the floor of this Congress 
and be adopted in overwhelming and bi-
partisan measure. It was legislation 
known as the Free Flow of Information 
Act that I first introduced in the last 
Congress in partnership with Congress-
man RICK BOUCHER of Virginia, and our 
journey over these last 36 months 
brought us to that moment, this Tues-
day, where we were able, through reg-
ular order, through a thorough process 
of committee hearings and markups 
and amendments on the floor, to see 
the first Federal legislation concerning 
the freedom of the press to be adopted 
by this Congress, a sense that freedom 
was enshrined in the first amendment 
and added by Congress to the Constitu-
tion itself. 

What was especially gratifying to me 
was that we did it in a bipartisan way. 
Because I want to say as a recurrent 
theme this afternoon that on this floor 
there are many differences of opinion, 
but freedom is not a partisan issue in 
the House of Representatives. And the 
freedom of the press and the freedom of 
speech proved this week not to be a 
partisan issue, when 398 of our col-
leagues came together across the par-
tisan divide to say ‘‘yes’’ to a free and 
independent press. 

I come before this Chamber today, 
Mr. Speaker, to say ‘‘thanks’’ and to 

say how moving it was for me to play 
some small role in putting what I be-
lieve was a stitch in a tear in the fabric 
of the first amendment, freedom of the 
press. In that legislation known as the 
Free Flow of Information Act, we cre-
ated for the first time a privilege, a 
qualified privilege for reporters to keep 
information and sources confidential. 

Now, this was not a radical step. 
Some 33 States already have statutes 
that protect a reporter’s privilege. But 
it was the first time that it has suc-
ceeded in passing the House of Rep-
resentatives on the Federal level. And 
we await action by the Senate on simi-
lar legislation and hope for a con-
ference committee and resolution of 
the matter that it might be sent to the 
President. We also hope, despite con-
cerns expressed by the administration, 
that we can continue to shape this leg-
islation, continue to work with the 
good men and women in the Depart-
ment of Justice Criminal Division to 
dial it in in such a way that would 
make it possible for this President to 
sign this legislation. 

I come before you today not just be-
cause I was privileged to co-author leg-
islation that protected a reporter’s 
right to the freedom of the press and a 
free and independent press enshrined in 
the Constitution, but also because I 
have authored one other piece of legis-
lation about which we have taken ac-
tion this week which is also about free-
dom of the press. It is called the Broad-
caster Freedom Act. It is principally 
my purpose for coming before the 
Chamber today. But in each case, I 
want to begin by saying, Mr. Speaker, 
that I see the two as inextricably 
linked, that the work that Congress-
man RICK BOUCHER and I with, now, 
390-plus of our colleagues to strengthen 
a free and independent press for those 
who engage in the business of reporting 
the news, we were attempting to do 
just as vigorously and just as effec-
tively for those who commentate on 
the news. Because it has been the sub-
ject of commentators, especially com-
mentators on talk radio in America, 
about which there has been much dis-
cussion and much consternation since 
this summer. And as I will expand fur-
ther, there has been what I would char-
acterize as, both on Capitol Hill and off 
Capitol Hill, troubling discussion about 
returning censorship on the airwaves of 
America by reimposing what used to be 
known as the Fairness Doctrine on 
radio and television broadcast outlets 
in this country. 

I want to begin by stitching these 
two projects together because I think 
they are linked. Back in southern Indi-
ana, we like to say ‘‘what is good for 
the goose is good for the gander.’’ The 
press freedom that our Founders en-
shrined in the first amendment for 
those that engage in reporting is also 
the same freedom I would argue that 
protects those that are engaged in 
commentating. We tend to forget that 
opinions that we hear, left, right and 
center, on radio and television are 
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