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annualized rate of 3.5 percent last quar-
ter, propelled by a dramatic rise in
what? Exports. We have been exporting
goods and services from the United
States, and that has played a big role
in the GDP growth.

These are excellent numbers, Madam
Speaker, and they demonstrate the
strength and vitality of the U.S. econ-
omy. But to really understand what
they mean for individuals and working
families, we have to delve in a little
deeper. We have to look at the broader
context and the bigger picture. Let’s
focus on the issue of wages.

As I have stated, earnings are on the
rise. This is obviously extremely im-
portant to working families trying to
make ends meet. But even more impor-
tant than growing wages is growing
purchasing power. A bigger paycheck is
meaningless if the government in-
creases taxes and takes a bigger por-
tion of that paycheck. That is why Re-
publicans have focused so heavily on
the issue of tax relief.

Because of the tax cuts we have
passed in 2001 and 2003, after-tax in-
come is up nearly 10 percent. That is
extra disposable income that Ameri-
cans have to pay college tuition, get
their car fixed, or take a family vaca-
tion.

It is extra income, Madam Speaker,
that Americans would not have with-
out the tax relief that Republicans pro-
vided. Now, the cost of consumer goods
also plays a major role in a family’s
purchasing power. That is why keeping
our economy open to imports is so im-
portant.

A tariff on inexpensive clothes from
Bangladesh, for example, is a tax on
the American family. A tariff is a tax.
A tariff on affordable furniture from
China is a tax on the American family.
What is more, tariffs and other protec-
tionist barriers constitute a regressive
tax because they hit and hurt working
families the hardest.

It is not Italian leather bags or an-
tique Belgian furniture that gets
slapped with tariffs. It is the low-cost
everyday items that families need to
buy. The more we open up our econ-
omy, the more we increase the pur-
chasing power of Americans who need
it most.

Wages are rising, and that is essen-
tial. But we must remember that in-
creased wages cannot be accompanied
by a reduction in the purchasing power
of those wages through greater protec-
tionism and higher taxes.

Republicans have pursued an agenda
of economic liberalization and embrace
the great benefits of globalization. As a
result, we can look at the question of
whether everyone is growing in pros-
perity. And we can answer the question
with a definitive and decisive, yes, they
are.

Madam Speaker, I call on my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
continue on this path. I call on them to
reject any calls to reverse the course to
saddle Americans with greater taxes
and cut off their access to the goods

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

they need at prices that they can af-
ford; to reject any efforts to impose the
regressive taxes of protectionism. Our
economy cannot afford it, Madam
Speaker, and we must recognize that
those who are struggling most can af-
ford it least.

———

SUPPORT FOR INCREASED SCHIP
FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today I rise to call upon this
Congress to assist States facing over-
whelming shortfalls in funding their
State health insurance programs.

In 1997, Congress created the SCHIP
programs to help States provide health
care coverage to the growing number of
uninsured children throughout the
United States. Ten years later, more
than 6 million children have been en-
rolled in this program. They are going
for annual check-ups to the doctor, and
they are getting their prescription
medications that they need. And they
are also receiving care when they are
extremely sick.

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker, this
program’s success is threatened by in-
adequate funding, and hundreds of
thousands of these children stand to
lose this health care coverage they
have grown to rely upon.

Federal funding has failed to keep up
with the program’s expanding enroll-
ment. An inefficient allocation of these
funds means some States are sitting on
more than $1 billion of SCHIP funding,
while 14 States, including my own
State of Georgia, face severe shortfalls
on the order of hundreds of millions of
dollars.

This inadequate funding has forced
some States to consider stopping all
SCHIP medical services. Without help
from the Congress, Congress will be un-
able to continue to provide health care
for the 300,000 children enrolled in its
Peachcare SCHIP program. Without in-
creased Federal funding, these children
will no longer receive their immuniza-
tions. They will no longer get their
teeth cleaned, or their eyesight
checked. And worse still, they will not
be able to afford emergency room care
in the event of a tragedy.

Madam Speaker, terminating cov-
erage for these children would lead this
country further away from decreasing
the number of uninsured children in
the United States. Congress must act
expediently to allocate Federal funding
to those States facing SCHIP short-
falls. It must reauthorize the program
to ensure that all six million enrolled
children continue to receive health
care.

It must increase Federal funding so
that more uninsured children can be
enrolled in this program and get the
health care that they deserve. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
from Georgia and other affected States
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to rectify this increasingly dire situa-
tion.

——
CHIEF ERNIE MENDOZA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, peace offi-
cers are a noble breed, daily risking
their lives to protect and serve the rest
of us. They are what separate the evil
of the lawless from us.

Two weeks ago on a dark, cool misty
Texas night, Needville, Texas, Inde-
pendent School District Chief of Police
Ernie Mendoza, was coming home from
his job. He had been supervising a bas-
ketball game at one of the Ilocal
schools. As chief of police of Needville
Independent School District, it was his
job to protect students during school
and during events.

However, on the same road was 29-
year-old construction worker Guil-
lermo Paniagua. Guillermo was drunk
and driving his pickup truck. He was
headed toward the chief’s car. And
within moments Gulliermo’s truck
crossed the center stripe of the road,
slammed head first into the chief of po-
lice’s vehicle. The crash instantly
killed this dedicated police chief.

The chief had devoted 25 years of his
life as one of Texas’s lawmen. It was
something that meant a 1ot to him. He
was proud to serve his country as a
peace officer. He was a 1983 graduate of
the Waco Police Department where he
worked in this small central Texas
town.

Then he moved on to the big city of
Houston, Texas, where he worked with
the Houston Independent School Dis-
trict Police Department, one of the Na-
tion’s largest school districts. And
then in 1996 he accepted the position
with the Needville ISD Police Depart-
ment where he became chief of police.

ISD police officers have the responsi-
bility to protect children and teachers
while they are in school. They main-
tain law and order and discipline. They
keep the kids safe from day to day.
And Chief Mendoza was one of the best.
He strived to be a positive role model
for the kids he protected, and he made
peace officers look good.

He took the time to talk to kids and
was well liked throughout the school.
But it all ended a mile from his own
home and the indifference of a drunk
driver. Like most drunk drivers, Guil-
lermo had only minor cuts and bruises.
He was not injured. But those bruises
did not keep him, the coward, the Kkill-
er, from running from the scene in the
darkness of the night.

He was quickly captured by the
Wharton County, Texas Sheriff’s De-
partment, and now he faces first-degree
felony murder charges, and failure to
stop and render aid.

You see, when you drink and drive
and kill somebody, that is a felony, as
it ought to be. Chief Mendoza’s wife
and four children are now deprived of
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their husband, and father for the rest
of their lives. The kids of the Needville
school system have lost a good pro-
tector.

But, Madam Speaker, this was not
Guillermo’s first rodeo. You see, he has
a total of four intoxication convictions
in the United States, two in Texas and
two in Georgia. In Texas he was given
probation for a DWI, but that was re-
voked when he was rearrested. And
then when he got that second DWI, he
only spent 3 days in jail and got 18
months probation and his license was
suspended.

This drunk should never have been
given his driver’s license back at all.
His four DWI convictions proved that
the system is not holding him account-
able for being a drunk driver.

But the most disturbing thing about
Guillermo Paniagua is he is illegally in
this country. So why is he still here?
How did he get a driver’s license in the
first place? Why was his immigration
status not checked by the police offi-
cers each and every time he was picked
up for drunk driving? He should have
been deported the first time he was ar-
rested.

Police Chief Ernie Mendoza was
killed at the hands of an illegal, a
drunk driver. And this could have all
been prevented. He and his family have
become more victims of the U.S.’s in-
ability to secure the border and protect
its citizens.

Madam Speaker, Chief Mendoza was
a real person. This is a photograph of
him taken shortly before he was killed.
The Needville ISD and the great State
of Texas have lost a fine lawman. And
the casualty list continues to mount in
the U.S. by those lawless insurgents
who are illegally occupying our land.

This government should be as con-
cerned about the homeland casualties
as it is about those casualties killed in
lands far, far away, or there will be
more Chief Mendozas killed.

And that is just the way it is.

——
O 2000

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 514, SGT. LEA
MILLS POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California). Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I rise today about
my bill, H.R. 514, which passed the
House earlier today. The bill will re-
name the Aviation Post Office in
Brooksville, Florida, after Sergeant
Lea Robert Mills. This is the Post Of-
fice that Lea used because it is close to
his parents’ home in Masaryktown,
Florida.

Lea was a resident of my district who
gave his life for his country while serv-
ing in Iraq. At 21 years old, Lea was
proud to serve his fellow citizens, and
he actually requested to be sent to
Iraq.
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After being inspired to volunteer for
the military after the September 11 at-
tacks, he felt it was his duty, as a Ma-
rine, to go where the mission was. Lea
told his father that the Marines would
give him the best opportunity to make
a difference in people’s lives.

He joined right after graduating from
Hernando High School in 2002, and he
had just recently ‘‘re-upped” for a sec-
ond stint with the Marines. Tragically,
he was killed by an IED explosion,
leaving behind a young wife and a
grieving family.

Sergeant Mills was a true patriot and
brave hero, and our community feels
his loss immensely. His dedication to
his country and turning his ideals into
action are truly inspiring. It is a sad
truth that in a cynical world, we are
sometimes surprised by such coura-
geous acts.

Learning about Lea from his family
and friends helped me to have faith
that not everyone is just trying to get
by. Some are trying to change the
world for the better.

Dee Mills, who is Lea’s mother, was
so brave and so patriotic at the fu-
neral. I don’t think I will ever, ever
forget that. While others who have lost
loved omnes grieve in very different
ways, Dee Mills, like her son, decided
to help change the world. Dee has put
together a 501(c)(3), and it is called
Lea’s Prayers and Postage. And the
purpose of this organization is to raise
money to send packages to our young
men and women currently serving in
Iraq. What a wonderful cause, what a
wonderful way to work out one’s grief
at losing her son.

I can only hope that in renaming this
Post Office we will memorialize Lea’s
courage and never, ever forget his sac-
rifice for this great Nation.

Both Lea Robert Mills and Dee Mills,
his mom, have given so much to the
community and so much to America
that I am very proud to represent the
Masaryktown area and certainly the
Mills family.

HONORING SCIPIO A. JONES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SNYDER. People throughout
America, Madam Speaker, celebrate
our heroes of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Every American knows of the
great contributions of Martin Luther
King. No Arkansan celebrates these he-
roes without celebrating the Little
Rock Nine. No Arkansan remembers
these heroes without remember Daisy
Bates.

I recently introduced a bill to re-
member another noteworthy Arkansan
who is not as well known as he de-
serves to be, Scipio A. Jones. Scipio A.
Jones contributed to moving Arkansas
and our Nation forward, and I am
pleased that earlier today the House
adopted this measure, H.R. 433, to des-
ignate the facility at 1700 Main Street
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in Little Rock as the Scipio A. Jones
Post Office Building.

His is the life of which movies should
be made, Madam Speaker. Scipio
Africanus Jones was born a slave in
Dallas County, Arkansas in 1863. He
moved to Little Rock, Arkansas in the
1880s, took preparatory courses at Phi-
lander Smith College and graduated
from North Little Rock’s Bethel Uni-
versity, now Shorter College, with a
Bachelor’s Degree in 1887.

Jones apprenticed to practicing at-
torneys and was accepted into the Ar-
kansas Bar in 1889. He was admitted to
the Supreme Court of Arkansas in 1900,
to the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern Division of the Eastern District of
Arkansas and the U.S. Circuit Court
for Arkansas in 1901, the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1905 and the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals in 1914.

In 1915 and 1924, Jones was appointed
as a special judge to preside over cases
when the regular judge had been inca-
pacitated.

He was the National Attorney Gen-
eral for the Mosaic Templars of Amer-
ica, an international fraternal organi-
zation headquartered in Little Rock,
Arkansas which provided services to
African Americans in an era when dis-
crimination resulted in few basic serv-
ices being readily available. The loca-
tion of the Post Office we will des-
ignate is less than a mile away from
the Mosaic Templars headquarters.

On a visit to Little Rock, Arkansas
by Treasury Secretary W.G. McAdoo
during World War I, Scipio A. Jones
personally wrote a check to purchase
$560,000 worth of Liberty bonds to sup-
port the Allied cause in World War I,
and soon thereafter raised another
$50,000 for this effort.

He was honored by President Wood-
row Wilson, who appointed him to the
National Advisory Board to the Lib-
erty Bond effort.

He opposed and helped defeat grand-
father clause legislation that some
southerners were seeking to add to the
Arkansas Constitution to disenfran-
chise and prevent African American
voter participation.

In the aftermath of the Elaine Mas-
sacre of 1919, which resulted in the
deaths of five Caucasians and an esti-
mated 856 African Americans, Scipio A.
Jones garnered national attention with
the successful defense of 12 share-
croppers who had been condemned to
death and by securing the release of
nearly 100 other Elaine defendants who
had been sent to prison.

The legal work of Jones ultimately
resulted in the case of Moore V.
Dempsey being argued before the
United States Supreme Court, which
found that mob-dominated trials were
a violation of the due process clause of
the 14th amendment to the Constitu-
tion.

He was widely respected by people of
all races in the central Arkansas com-
munity. He died on March 28, 1943 and
is buried at Haven of Rest Cemetery in
Little Rock.
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