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Mr. Speaker, I want to say this about
the United States Marine Corps. They
are the very best at what they do. They
always have been. Army Major General
Frank Lowe said in the Korean war,
“The safest place in Korea was right
behind a platoon of Marines. Lord, how
they can fight.”

Marine Lance Corporal Burris was
one of those types of fighting men.
They go where others fear to tread.
They fight where the timid are no-
where to be found.

Mr. Speaker, this is a photograph of
Lance Corporal Burris right before he
was Kkilled. And so the bugler has
played taps for the final time for this
lance corporal of the United States Ma-
rine Corps. And as his flag-draped cof-
fin was laid to rest today in the small
town of Liberty, Texas, red, white and
blue balloons filled the air, a 21-gun sa-
lute was fired, and white doves flew
into the heavens.

Ronald Reagan said this about the
United States Marines: ‘‘Some people
live an entire lifetime and wonder if
they have ever made a difference in the
world, but the Marines, they don’t have
that problem.”

Mr. Speaker, Jeremy Burris was one
of those Marines. So semper fi, Lance
Corporal Jeremy Burris. Semper fi.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
[0 1945

STALLED CONTRACT NEGOTIA-
TIONS AT KENNEDY SPACE CEN-
TER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to say that some people in
our Nation are taking notice of what is
happening at the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter with the stalled contract negotia-
tions between USA Alliance, which is
United Space Alliance, and the Inter-
national Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers, among the most
talented and trained workers in our
Nation.

USA Space Alliance is a company
that was formed from Boeing and
Lockheed, major defense contractors
for our Nation, which also have huge
space contracts. Their executives are
very well paid, and these are companies
essential to our Nation’s defense.

But what is happening is that in
these negotiations, strangely, the new
demands that are being asked by these
companies of the workers is that they
have, the workers will have no pen-
sions. Can you believe this, that work-
ers who are involved in important
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NASA programs, particularly as we
transition to Aries and Orion pro-
grams, that the conditions of work for
people at the Kennedy Center will not
be the same as they have been since we
began the space program?

NASA gets about $16 billion a year.
Without question, the United States of
America is the world leader in space
exploration. And we are a leader be-
cause of the bravery of those who are
involved in the work, as well as their
intelligence and their fine workman-
ship and workwomanship.

We shouldn’t do anything to diminish
this asset, this national asset, particu-
larly when the Chinese are breathing
down our necks and are able to hit tar-
gets in space already.

And yet, what we see happening is
that the workers and future workers
that will be at NASA’s subcontractors
will not have pensions?

This is very interesting, particularly
because the individual running USA,
United Space Alliance, Richard Covey,
a very well-known American who’s
been an astronaut in many prior pro-
grams, gets about three retirement
checks already, may be getting four.

The first one is a public pension that
comes from his work and his patriot-
ism in the Air Force of our country. So
he gets that check. He gets a govern-
ment pension from his work in the
NASA program. And he had been a part
of Boeing Corporation prior to his
movement over to USA, United Space
Alliance, and he gets a retirement
check from that plus all the stock bo-
nuses.

We have heard this before, that the
people at the very top take enormous
amounts? And the workers who are
doing the actual work of retrieving the
space launches, getting them ready are
told, well, you won’t get any retire-
ment. What kind of attitude does that
produce on the job in work that is
truly dangerous, where lives are at
stake, where America should seek the
best and want the best and reward the
best?

I was thinking today of the Kennedy
Space Center named after President
John Kennedy, who did so very much
to inspire the Nation to treat all people
equally and to Dbetter themselves,
would have this happening at the Ken-
nedy Space Center.

Defined benefit pension plans are the
bedrock of retirement security, and
over 40 million workers and retirees
rely on them. And they give someone
economic security to go to work every
day and know that your life matters
and that when it comes time for you to
leave that position that you will have
a retirement where you don’t have eco-
nomic worry. What is happening out at
Kennedy now is a direct attack on
Americans’ retirement security. It
sends a clear signal that this adminis-
tration and its NASA administrator
and all the subcontractors that it
hires, including USA, support the
elimination of secure guaranteed de-
fined benefit pension plans, and for no
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workers, no pension plans. How’s that
for a deal? What are we going to do, go
back to before 1940 again in this coun-
try?

We built a great Nation when Amer-
ica had a system where workers could
be confident that their wages would in-
crease with increasing productivity
and that their retirement years would
be secure. I would just say that the Na-
tion is taking very close notice of an
agency that gets a $16 billion budget
whose top executives all get their pen-
sions and now who hire subcontractors
who are telling the very people who
have their hands on the equipment
down at the Kennedy Space Center
that, sorry, you don’t get the same
type of consideration by the Govern-
ment of the United States.

I would ask Mr. Covey and the folks
at USA Space Alliance to pay close at-
tention because Congress is paying
close attention.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

2007 COMMEMORATIVE COINS: LIT-
TLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL DESEGREGATION AND
JAMESTOWN  400TH ANNIVER-
SARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, public at-
tention 50 years ago, in 1957, was on
Little Rock, Arkansas. Everyone in the
United States knew of the events that
were going on at Little Rock Central
High School and in the streets sur-
rounding Little Rock Central High
School.

Now this year we celebrate the cour-
age of the Little Rock Nine. Now this
year, 2007, we commemorate those
events, the desegregation of September
25, 1957, very much aware of the work
that we have to do in race relations.

As part of the honoring of these
events and the honoring of the courage
of the brave Little Rock Nine, this
Congress passed a commemorative coin
bill. We authorize two commemorative
coins each year. The commemorative
coin I want to show the Members, it is
a beautiful coin. Now, the real coin is
not this big. It’s a silver dollar. It is a
commemorative coin. While it is legal
tender, you would not want to use it
for legal tender because it costs sub-
stantially more than a dollar.

This is the one side. Each star honors
one of the Little Rock Nine, the nine
stars. And these footprints show young
people going to school with no other
desire than to get an education. And it
says: ‘‘Desegregation in Hducation,
2007, In God We Trust.”
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On the other side of the coin is the
Little Rock Central High School itself,
one of the most beautiful high schools
in the United States, and it is noted
there: ‘‘Little Rock Central High
School.”

Now, the reason I show this coin to
the Members on the floor tonight is
this coin is currently available for sale
at the U.S. Mint, usmint.gov. And for
those of you who need some help, go to
usmint.gov and then go to the section
that says ‘“Coins and Medals’’ and click
on that and click on ‘“Commemora-
tives,” and you can find out how to
order this beautiful coin.

Also available at usmint.gov is the
other 2007 coin that was brought by the
late Representative Jo Ann Davis, a
much beloved Member of this body who
recently passed away. That coin honors
the 400th anniversary of the founding
of Jamestown in 1607.

So we have two wonderful commemo-
rative coins: this one honoring the de-
segregation of Little Rock Central
High School by the Little Rock Nine in
1957 and the 400th anniversary of
Jamestown.

Now, what many people may not re-
alize is $10 of every sale of each coin
goes to support these historic sites,
and that is why I am down here to-
night, Mr. Speaker, encouraging people
to go to usmint.gov and order these
coins to tell the legacy, to pass a leg-
acy on, to tell the stories. They make
wonderful holiday gifts this year, but
they also just make wonderful gifts
from people to younger people to re-
member the legacy and the courage of
the Little Rock Nine, usmint.gov.

I also want to acknowledge this
evening in Little Rock, Arkansas, the
presence of Kevin Klose, the present
president of National Public Radio.
Right now he is at a reception at the
home of Don and Suzanne Hamilton in
Little Rock, Arkansas. They are my
neighbors across the street. They are
great members of the Friends of KLRE/
KUAR. Unfortunately, I can’t be there.
I believe my wife is ill and can’t be
there. But I wish them well and wel-
come Kevin Klose to Arkansas.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

TRIBUTE TO VERNON
BELLECOURT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to pay tribute to the life of Vernon
Bellecourt of Minnesota, a selfless
servant who committed his life not just
to fight for American Indians but for
the rights of all people.
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Last night I was at a funeral service
for Mr. Bellecourt, and while I regret
to report the recent passing of Mr.
Bellecourt at age 75, I am grateful for
his spirit of equality and inclusiveness
which will continue to live on in the
Twin Cities of Minnesota and around
the world.

Mr. Bellecourt, a member of the
Ojibwe Band of the Minnesota Chip-
pewa Tribe, came to St. Paul from Min-
nesota’s White Earth Indian Reserva-
tion. As a skilled communicator and a
natural leader, Vernon championed the
power of community. He practiced
what he preached, solidifying his com-
mitment to community by operating
several small businesses. And while
Vernon was a businessman, his great-
est contribution was as a human rights
leader around the world and in Min-
nesota.

Let me read a little bit from the
Washington Post obituary that ap-
peared today in the paper:

‘“Vernon Bellecourt, who fought to
restore land and dignity to Native
Americans and against the use of In-
dian nicknames for sports teams as a
longtime leader of the American Indian
Movement (AIM) died October 13 of
complications of pneumonia at a Min-
neapolis hospital.

“Since leaving behind careers as a
hair stylist and real estate agent and
joining his brother” Clyde Bellecourt
“at AIM in the 1970s, Mr. Bellecourt
had been in the forefront of the move-
ment to ensure that treaty rights of
Native American tribes and the U.S.
Government would be fulfilled. He was
president of the National Coalition of
Racism in Sports and the Media and a
principal spokesman for ATM.

‘““He was involved in numerous dem-
onstrations to bring attention to his
causes, including the 1972 occupation of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Wash-
ington and the 1992 Super Bowl rally to
protest the name of Washington’s foot-
ball team. He also spoke at colleges
and universities around the world
about more than 400 treaties that the
group believed the U.S. was not hon-
oring.

‘“Clyde Bellecourt, a founding mem-
ber of AIM, said yesterday that his
brother had been in Venezuela about 4
weeks ago’” to talk about ‘‘providing
heating assistance to American
tribes.”

Mr. Speaker, let me wrap up and say
that Vernon Bellecourt brought an
issue to the attention of the American
people that most of us walk past very
quickly. Most of us would look at Na-
tive American sports team mascots and
think no big deal. But just imagine, if
you would, Mr. Speaker, teams called
the Chicago Negroes or the Washington
Caucasians. None of us would appre-
ciate that kind of depiction of our eth-
nicity, and Mr. Bellecourt didn’t appre-
ciate it either. And he helped elevate
the self-esteem of young Native Ameri-
cans and also helped us understand our
common humanity as we respect each
other due to his inspirational work.
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I also want to say, Mr. Speaker, that
I met Mr. Bellecourt in the early 1980s
in Detroit, Michigan, when he was
standing up for Native Americans at
the Hopi Indian Reservation as they
were in a conflict with Peabody Coal
Company over land and treaty rights. I
got to know him better when I joined
him in northern Wisconsin, standing on
the docks to stand up for Native Amer-
ican treaty rights. And whether you
agree with him or not, Mr. Speaker, he
embodied the spirit of an American
standing up for what you believe in,
speaking out for what is right, speak-
ing up for the people who don’t have a
voice.

Mr. Speaker, Vernon Bellecourt will
be sorely missed and will never be for-
gotten. In my opinion, he is a great
man and he has helped us discover our-
selves in a deeper and more meaningful
way. May God bless Vernon Bellecourt
and sympathy for his family.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

OVERRIDE THE PRESIDENT’S
VETO OF THE SCHIP BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, last
evening I introduced you to a young
girl that I had the honor of rep-
resenting in northeastern Wisconsin.
This 1is 3-year-old Kailee Meronek.
Kailee and her family live in a trailer
home just north of Appleton, and she
receives care only because the United
States Congress passed a Republican-
inspired bill called the SCHIP, the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. And through that program, funds
were sent to Wisconsin, and we created
in Wisconsin a program called
BadgerCare. BadgerCare guarantees
that nearly 57,000 citizens throughout
the State have access to health care.
And because they see their doctor in
their doctor’s office, the costs for their
health care go down. They are not seen
in the emergency room. They are seen
in the doctor’s office.

Kailee gets health care because of
BadgerCare. But BadgerCare and
SCHIP are in limbo. Their futures are
in doubt. Why? Because this Congress
is considering and will vote on Thurs-
day morning whether or not to over-
ride President Bush’s veto of this fun-
damentally important program that
provides health care to millions of our
children who are most in need across
the country. The SCHIP bill, which was
vetoed by the President, guarantees
that our children, the children of our
Nation, have access to health care at
the physician’s office. It focuses on
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