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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, | am writing
regarding today’s rollicall votes 949, H. Res.
32, denouncing the practices of female genital
mutilation, domestic violence, “honor” killings,
acid burning, dowry deaths, and other gender-
based persecutions and expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that participa-
tion, protection, recognition, and independence
of women is crucial to achieving a just, moral,
and honorable society, as well as 950, H.R.
400, the War Profiteering Prevention Act of
2007.

Please accept my apologies as | was at-
tending a family event in Arizona and was not
able to cast my votes tonight. It was my inten-
tion to vote “yea” on both H. Res. 32 and
H.R. 400.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, because |
was detained by an important event in my dis-
trict, | was unable to vote on H. Res. 32, re-
garding human rights and gender-based per-
secutions, and H.R. 400, the “War Profiteering
Prevention Act.” Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on both bills.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 949 on H. Res. 32, I am not re-
corded. I was absent, attending the fu-
neral of Jack Sutton, a beloved mem-
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ber of my District staff in Georgia. Had
I been present, I would have voted
ééyea.7’

On rollcall No. 950 on H.R. 400, the
War Profiteering Prevention Act of
2007, had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yea.”

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to withdraw my co-
sponsorship of H. Res. 106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE JO ANN DAVIS, A
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
proceedings will now resume on House
Resolution 717.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When
proceedings were postponed earlier
today, 28 minutes remained in debate.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF) has 11 minutes remaining and
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) has 17 minutes remaining.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), the
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee of which JO ANN DAVIS was a
member.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, as chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
I never speak for the whole committee,
only for myself, but this is an excep-
tion.

Jo ANN DAVIS was respected and ad-
mired across the total political spec-
trum, and as I was listening to my col-
leagues paying tribute to this extraor-
dinary woman, to this remarkable
Member of Congress, to this unique
public servant, I, of course, agreed with
everything they said. But there is one
aspect of JO ANN’s life that has not yet
been mentioned, and that is what I
would like to address.

She loved her district, she loved the
State of Virginia, but she was also one
of the great Atlantises in this body.
She was passionately committed to re-
building the alliance between Europe
and the United States, and she did an
extraordinary job over a long period of
time successfully doing this.

My predecessor, Henry Hyde, and I
had many conversations about her lit-
tle-noticed, but enormously important,
work on behalf of our effective foreign
policy, on behalf of rebuilding so many
of the ties that over the years had been
weakened by a variety of actions.

JOo ANN will be missed in all of her
endeavors, but those of us on the For-
eign Affairs Committee will particu-
larly miss her enormous contribution
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to building alliances for the United
States, for being a multilateralist, for
recognizing that while we may be the
one remaining superpower, we are a su-
perpower in need of allies and friends
and collaborators.

I want to express my deepest condo-
lences to her family and I want to ex-
press on behalf of all of my colleagues
on the Foreign Affairs Committee our
respect, our admiration and our love
for our dear colleague JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ADERHOLT).

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I join
my colleagues in mourning the loss of
one of our own, it’s been mentioned
here tonight, Representative JO ANN
DAVIS. Representative DAVIS, as has
been said and as we have discussed to-
night, battled cancer for several years,
and of course, as we know, lost her bat-
tle Saturday morning.

At a time when others would have
considered retirement, JO ANN DAVIS
continued to represent the people of
the First District of Virginia with dis-
tinction. Through her service she set
an example of courage in the face of
adversity. She refused to allow a dis-
ease that afflicts far too many affect
her life and take her away from the
work that she loved so dearly.

As the first female elected to the
House of Representatives from the
Commonwealth of Virginia, JO ANN
was a leader and example to all of us.
But of all of JO ANN’s accomplish-
ments, of all the roles she played, she
would not be ashamed to tell you that
her decision to follow Jesus Christ was
the most important decision for her.

The people of Virginia were privi-
leged to have known her as a public
servant. The Members of this Congress
were honored to share her as a col-
league. I was honored to consider her a
friend.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
her husband, Chuck; her sons, Charlie
and Chris; along with her grand-
daughter, Charlotte. May God give
each of them an extra measure of peace
during this time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlelady
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR).

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished Member from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT) for yielding me this
time, and on behalf of the people of the
State of Ohio and myself, the senior
woman in this House, I would like to
express deepest condolences to the peo-
ple of the Commonwealth of Virginia
on the passing of JO ANN DAVIS, our
very, very respected colleague, from
this life.

To her husband, Chuck, to her two
sons, to her granddaughter, we re-
spected JO ANN as a woman, as a Mem-
ber, as a wife, as a mother, as a grand-
mother. We also respected her because
she was an heroic Member of this Con-
gress.

There are some people in life who
teach us how to live, and then there
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are those rare few who teach us how to
die. JO ANN DAVIS was such an indi-
vidual. She held herself with great
courage.

As a woman, I might like to put on
the RECORD that in the entire history
of this institution there have been very
few women that have actually served
here. Out of a little over 11,000 Mem-
bers of our Republic who have been
elected to Congress, about 200 or so
have been elected as women. And so we
know that with every woman who is
elected, a new page in history is writ-
ten. It may seem easy, but it is very,
very hard. Jo ANN DAVIS was a part of
that new page in history of this Repub-
lic.

Others have stated, of course, she
was the first Republican woman to
have been elected from Virginia, and so
we know in having met her, we met a
pioneering woman, a woman who truly
is a first. That took great stamina; it
took rare courage and great persever-
ance.

She had other careers before she
came here, as a Realtor, as a member
of her own State legislature, and upon
being elected here, she was then elect-
ed to some of the most weighty com-
mittees in this institution: to Defense,
Foreign Affairs, Intelligence, always a
woman who stood tall for those in the
uniformed service of our country.

She had a warm and radiant smile,
and she held herself erect and with a
stalwart stance that revealed the
strength of character that represented
JOo ANN DAVIS’ entire life. You knew
she would meet all of life’s challenges,
and she did.

Her faith imbued her with that
strength, and it also imbued the kind-
ness that she demonstrated to every
Member of this institution, a warm
cordiality, and also in her closing days
on Earth, great dignity in her heroic
struggle.

It was my privilege to know her and
to be allowed to serve with her during
the years that she gave to the people of
this great Republic.

May she rest in peace.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlelady from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE).

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a
friend and a colleague, JO ANN DAVIS
from the great State of Virginia. When
I was first elected in 2002, came to this
body in 2003, JO ANN was one of the
first people to approach me and say,
what can I do to help you, can I help
you look for staff, what can I do. JO
ANN was always known for being a very
willing, helpful person.

She never offered advice, but if you
asked her for advice, you better be pre-
pared for frankness, and she would
strongly suggest that you follow that
advice. She’d say you asked for it. And
she was always very frank and very
candid when she gave advice but al-
ways very gentle, always a lady.

I would have to say that JOo ANN
DAVIS epitomized the Golden Rule. She
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followed the Golden Rule. She was a
fighter and she was a woman who, al-
though diminutive in size, dem-
onstrated great, great strength, wheth-
er it was fighting cancer, that she beat
back once, and then we all know it
came back a second time to take her
from us, but she was always a fighter
and always with a smile on her face.

It can safely be said that JO ANN
loved God, and her country, as well as
her beloved family.

O 1930

We will miss JO ANN DAVIS because of
what she brought to this body, because
of her spirit, because of her ever, ever-
winning smile.

JO ANN DAVIS had the honor of being
respected by people on both sides of the
aisle. They respected her, and they
knew that she worked very hard to rep-
resent her district in Virginia.

We extend our sympathies to her hus-
band, Chuck, her sons, Charlie and
Chris, as well as her granddaughter,
Charlotte.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Missouri, who served with JO ANN
as joint president of the Congressional
Prayer Breakfast, Mr. CLEAVER.

Mr. CLEAVER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, one of the first individ-
uals I met when I was elected to Con-
gress was JO ANN DAVIS. I actually met
her, along with the gentleman from
Virginia, at our prayer breakfast and
immediately had the opportunity to
get to know her and to work with her.
I sat beside her on each Thursday; and
over the course of a year, we got a
chance to know each other and began
to tease each other, play with each
other, have fun with each other, and
then we ended up as the cochairs of the
prayer breakfast for this past year.

On the night before the prayer break-
fast, I was called in my apartment and
told that Congresswoman DAVIS was
not feeling well enough for us to joint-
ly lead the prayer breakfast. I knew of
her physical problems, and so I knew
that things had to have gotten worse,
but I had the opportunity to say to her
something that I really, really feel
strongly about. My goal is not to hate
a single individual, and I get up each
morning with a goal of not even trying
to resemble, in my actions, something
that would be related to hate.

But I told her, and I will say it here,
I hate cancer, I hate it. I have seen it
wreak havoc in the lives of men and
women almost all of my life.

When JO ANN tried to come back to
Congress, this body that she loved, I
was able to go over and sit down beside
her. I wasn’t going to have a gloomy
conversation. She said, you know, you
don’t recognize me, do you, because I
have lost so much weight. We had a re-
lationship where we could tease each
other, and I kept in contact with her
office staff and the prayer breakfast.
As the gentleman from Virginia and
the gentleman from Tennessee will re-
call, we sent flowers to her about 3
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months ago, which she was very thank-
ful for.

But I would like to say this, JO ANN
DAvis and I didn’t agree on a lot of
things politically; but we were able to
sit together, talk together, eat break-
fast together, eat lunch together and
enjoy this world together. If there is
anything I think we ought to be able to
remember about her, I think it is in
spite of political differences, ideolog-
ical differences, this woman from Vir-
ginia, this tiny woman, was able to put
all that aside in terms of personal rela-
tionships.

Thank you for this opportunity to
share my thoughts about one of my
colleagues, someone I cared a lot
about.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) for as much time as he
may consume.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlemen from Virginia,
Mr. WoLF and Mr. ScoTT, for leading
this tribute to a great and courageous
woman, Congresswoman JO ANN DAVIS.

I had the opportunity first to meet
JOo ANN DAVIS when she was a member
of the Virginia General Assembly. She
showed there the same courage, deter-
mination and hard work that she has
shown here during her service in the
United States Congress. Right through
to her final week here, she was still
working for the people of the First
Congressional District of Virginia. She
was very proud of her representation of
those great people and often talked
about her district as being America’s
First Congressional District because it
contained Jamestown and Yorktown
and Williamsburg, and worked very
hard for the past year or more as we
prepared for this year’s celebration of
the 400th anniversary of the settlement
of Jamestown.

She also was a member of three very
important committees here in the Con-
gress, the Armed Services Committee,
the International Relations Committee
and the Intelligence Committee, all
very much related to our Nation’s na-
tional security and working with other
countries around the world in our war
against terror and was very, very dedi-
cated to our Armed Services, the men
and women who served there and our
veterans. She stood up for them time
and time again.

When I arrived at my office today, I
found in my in-box a copy of a bill that
she introduced just last Tuesday, Octo-
ber 2. It may well be the last bill that
she introduced in the Congress, House
Concurrent Resolution 222, cosponsored
by myself and all the other Members
on both sides of the aisle, commending
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, Langley Research Cen-
ter in her district, on the celebration of
its 90th anniversary later this month.

I can think of no better tribute to
Congresswoman DAVIS and to the men
and women of the NASA Langley Re-
search Center, the premier aeronautic
space and research facility in the coun-
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try. I would commend to the Speaker
and to the chairman of the Committee
on Science and Technology where this
bill has been referred to pass it, not
only in tribute to those great workers
at that great facility, but also a trib-
ute to a great Member of Congress,
Congresswoman JO ANN DAVIS, who
worked in this body in a very bipar-
tisan spirit.

Every month the Virginia congres-
sional delegation meets, both the Sen-
ators and the House Members, the Re-
publicans and the Democrats, in a bi-
partisan fashion. We talk about the
issues that we are dealing with here in
the Congress, particularly those that
have a great impact on the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

She was an active and vocal partici-
pant in all of those discussions looking
after the interests of Virginia and her
congressional district. But she also
loved to get away from here to her
home in Gloucester, to her horses, to
her family, her wonderful husband,
Chuck, her children and grandchildren,
where she was when she passed on at
the end of last week.

We will all miss her. Our hearts go
out to her family, to her constituents.
It is my hope that we will all take
heart from this brave and courageous
woman to her last days serving the
people of her district with distinction
and courage and great honor and deter-
mination.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlelady
from California (Mrs. DAVIS), a member
of the Armed Services Committee who
served with JO ANN DAVIS.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. I want to
thank my colleagues from Virginia for
having this time set aside for all of us
to come to the floor today and express
our real sadness in losing our friend, JO
ANN DAVIS.

Mr. Speaker, in many ways JO ANN
was not just my friend, but in some
ways my sister here. I came to the Con-
gress in 2001 with JO ANN; and at the
beginning, because our names are the
same, we got a little confused. In fact,
people confused one particular bill
with our names, and it took us awhile
to sort that out. We had a good laugh
over that because sometimes we didn’t
always agree on everything.

But I can say that of so many people
that I have met and had a chance to
spend time with, I really enjoyed my
time with JO ANN. She was just such a
strong woman who didn’t always have
an easy time, particularly as we saw
her suffer through cancer.

But she was so desirous, I think, of
telling people a little bit about how she
was doing and yet at the same time let-
ting us know that she was okay. Well,
you know, she wasn’t always okay, but
she wanted us to know that.

The first experience that I had with
JO ANN is when we had an opportunity
to travel to Afghanistan together, and
one of the first codels, soon after we
had a chance to go in and see how our
military was doing there, and what was
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happening and trying to help develop
the new Afghani Army.

We had quite an amazing trip. In
spending all that time in the air and on
the ground and really having a chance
to talk, I felt like I got to know her as
a true individual with great values,
connected with family, and someone
who was so devoted to her community.
We both represent a military commu-
nity, and I think we shared a great deal
of that together.

I wanted to just say thank you for
what JO ANN gave me over these last
years and helping me to also talk
about my values and what is important
to me. Family was very important to
her. My husband and I reach out to
Chuck and the family, and we wish
them all the condolences in the world
that we can bring to them and thank
them for being the wonderful family
that they are.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
G-OODE).

Mr. GOODE. I too want to thank Con-
gressman WOLF and Congressman
ScoTT for arranging this Special Order
on behalf of Congresswoman JO ANN
DAVIS.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to
the service of my friend and colleague,
JOo ANN DAVIS. She worked tirelessly on
behalf of Virginians in the General As-
sembly and in the United States House
of Representatives. JO ANN was a stal-
wart defender of the rights of the un-
born and a leader on numerous other
commonsense issues.

In 2000, JO ANN surprised many polit-
ical pundits and prognosticators by
winning a hard-fought primary in
which she was heavily outspent by her
opponents. She was easily reelected in
subsequent campaigns because of her
devotion to the constituents in her dis-
trict and her focus on the concerns of
the citizens in the eastern part of Vir-
ginia.

She was a feisty fighter and fre-
quently reminded others in Virginia
and around the country that she rep-
resented not only Virginia’s First Dis-
trict, but also America’s first district,
as it includes Jamestown, Virginia,
where our Nation’s first settlement
was founded in 1607. She was a vigorous
proponent of celebrating the 400th an-
niversary of Jamestown and made sure
it received notice throughout Virginia,
the United States and around the
world.

As evidenced by the comments and
tributes made here this evening, she
touched everyone on both sides of the
aisle. Her good works and her fighting
on behalf of this great Nation will be
long remembered.

Her husband, Chuck, and her family
are in our thoughts and prayers. It was
an honor to have served the Common-
wealth of Virginia and this Nation with
JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the gentlelady from Ohio (Mrs.
ScHMIDT) for the balance of the time.
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Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of a very
dear friend of mine, JO ANN DAVIS.

When I came here a little over 2
years ago, I walked into a room filled
with strangers, and I quickly looked
for the smiles. She was one of those
smiles. She quickly took me under her
wings. In addition to helping me
through the maze of Congress, she also
invited me to come to the best hour of
the week, the prayer breakfast on
Thursday. It’s an event I rarely, rarely
miss.

She not only was a fighter for her
district and a fighter for her country,
but she was a woman that truly loved
her family and loved the Lord, and it
showed in each and every day and in
each and every way of her life. To her
husband, Chuck, to her two sons, to her
darling granddaughter, my heart goes
out to you.

Every day since I learned of her can-
cer, I have been praying for her. I shall
continue those prayers for you. May
God bless all of you.

0 1945

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H. Res.
717.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman, my colleague
from Virginia, for introducing the reso-
lution. I ask for support for the resolu-
tion, and will yield the gentleman, my
colleague, the balance of my time.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I think for
those who are watching, you’ve seen
this Congress at its best, to see people
from both sides of the aisle come to-
gether, and that is a tribute to JO ANN.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. | rise to pay
tribute to a great American and a member of
this House. JO ANN DAVIS was a veteran legis-
lator, businesswoman, and Member of Con-
gress from Virginia’s First Congressional Dis-
trict. Her district, which stretches from the
Washington suburbs to the Hampton Roads
area, is often called “America’s 1st District;
the site of the Jamestown settlement is lo-
cated there.

Congresswoman DAvIS was the second
woman from Virginia, and the first Virginia Re-
publican woman, elected to the House in her
own right. She was reelected by substantial
margins in 2002, 2004, and to her fourth term
in 2006. She was a productive member of
three very important committees in the House:
Armed Services, Intelligence, and Foreign Af-
fairs. She was the ranking Republican on the
House Intelligence Subcommittee on Intel-
ligence Policy.

Jo ANN DAvis was born in Rowan County
North Carolina, but lived in Virginia since she
was 9 years old. She attended Hampton
Roads Business College and worked in real
estate before she was elected to the Virginia
House of Delegates in 1997. She was re-
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elected in 1999, where she served until her
election to Congress.

Congresswoman DAvis died on Saturday,
October 6, 2007 and was a respected member
of this body and respected by all who knew
her. She was a legislator’s legislator. She was
known to often to put aside partisan politics
and reach across the aisle to legislate in a bi-
partisan manner for the best interests of the
American people.

Her presence will be greatly missed and we
all mourn her loss and extend our sincerest
condolences to her husband Chuck and her
children and grandchild.

Mr. Speaker, a dear colleague has fallen but
she will not be forgotten. We are all saddened
by our loss but we are happy to have served
with her. Our prayers and condolences go out
to her husband, Chuck, her children, and to
thousands of friends around the Nation. She
touched so many lives during her tenure in
this body and she will be missed very much
by the people she represented so ably.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express deepest condolences on the
passing of my fellow colleague from Virginia,
the Honorable JO ANN DAvIS.

During her time in Congress, JO ANN was a
strong advocate for her constituents and an
active voice on issues affecting the Common-
wealth.

As Ranking Member of the House Armed
Services Readiness Subcommittee, JO ANN
was well-positioned and a successful advocate
for her district’s economic bread and butter—
the shipbuilding and national defense industry.

Regarding our joint efforts to grant federal
recognition to Virginia’s six state-recognized
tribes, JO ANN was a passionate and helpful
ally. Her familiarity with the tribes’ issues and
her testament as to their traditional values and
practices helped pave the way for the recogni-
tion bil’'s passage in the House. | am grateful
that, despite her failing health, she lived to see
the bill receive the unanimous support of her
colleagues.

JO ANN will be deeply missed both within
Congress and the Virginia delegation. Our
hearts and prayers go out to her husband
Chuck Davis, her two sons, and their entire
extended family as they cope with the loss of
their beloved wife, mother and citizen legis-
lator.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | stand here today
in support of H. Res. 717, the “Privileged Res-
olution on the Passing of the Honorable Jo
ANN DAviIS”

Today we stand in remembrance of a distin-
guished member of the 110th Congress, Con-
gresswoman JO ANN DAvis, who after a two
year battle with Breast Cancer has passed
away.

Her husband, Chuck Davis, battalion chief
for the Hampton Fire Department; two sons,
Christopher and Charles Davis, and extended
family survive her, remembering the incredible
legacy Congresswoman DAVIS has left behind
her.

A woman of modest beginnings, Congress-
woman DAvIS knew the meaning of hard work
and proved headstrong and committed as she
worked her way to becoming the first Repub-
lican woman to lead the First District of Vir-
ginia. She would maintain her leadership there
for 7 years.

She has been praised for her commitment
to Armed Services, and commended for her
commitment to researching and pursuing leg-
islative reform.
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Her determination to pursue change and
prevail over hardships knew no bounds, even
in her fight against breast cancer.

Even in this moment of memorial, her pres-
ence and upstanding character is reflected as
we discuss a recommitment of H.R. 1124—a
bill providing financial assistance to low-in-
come students and ensuring a brighter future
for all Virginian youth.

Because of the Congresswoman’s ongoing
commitment to preserving life on a social and
political level, my colleagues and | will make
great strides to continue supporting breast
cancer awareness and the wellbeing of all
Americans.

In her memory we will continue to uphold
two priorities to which she was greatly dedi-
cated.

While it is with sadness that we say good-
bye to an incredible woman, we think of her
with joy and fondness as we remember her
devotion to creating a better America.

The use of her life to benefit “America’s
First District of Virginia” is unquestionable and
has served to ensure a sense of responsibility
among her fellow colleagues in the 109th and
100th Congress.

| thank Congresswoman DAviS for dedi-
cating her life to service on the behalf of the
1st District of Virginia. | am honored to have
worked with her and | truly appreciate all she
has given.

Her efforts have touched many lives and her
exceptional impact upon our country will cre-
ate a lasting legacy for generations to come.

Congresswoman DAvis will be greatly
missed.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, we've lost an-
other great American who always put others
before herself. She was devoted to her hus-
band, Chuck, her two boys, Charlie and Chris,
and her granddaughter, Charlotte, as well as
all of the people she served. She and | were
close friends—we talked about everything—
and |, along with others here in Congress, will
miss her dearly. JO ANN never gave up—she
fought hard until the end.

She had her priorities right—God is going to
be very good to JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life of JO ANN
DAvis—a friend and colleague who served the
people of Virginia for 7 years in the House of
Representatives.

As the first female Republican elected to the
House from Virginia, JO ANN was dedicated to
representing her constituents with a genuine
leadership and passion for public service. She
was committed to fighting government waste
and strengthening our national defense and
remained devoted to her duty despite her ill-
ness. As fellow members of the House Armed
Services Committee and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, | am grateful to have known
and worked with JO ANN. | am especially
grateful for the 3 years we sat together on
Thursdays at the Congressional Prayer Break-
fast which she ultimately so devotedly chaired.

During this difficult time, our thoughts and
prayers are with JO ANN’s husband, Chuck,
their two sons, her granddaughter, and the en-
tire Davis family.

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we
will never forget September 11th.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the resolution.
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There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3056, TAX COLLECTION RE-
SPONSIBILITY ACT OF 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-368) on the
resolution (H. Res. 719) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3056) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to repeal the authority of the In-
ternal Revenue Service to use private
debt collection companies, to delay im-
plementation of withholding taxes on
government contractors, to revise the
tax rules on expatriation, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2895, NATIONAL AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND
ACT OF 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-369) on the
resolution (H. Res. 720) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2895) to
establish the National Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund in the Treasury of the
United States to provide for the con-
struction, rehabilitation, and preserva-
tion of decent, safe, and affordable
housing for low-income families, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

————

JASON NORLING

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, last Monday,
38-year old Deputy Constable Jason
Norling was killed while writing a traf-
fic ticket in Houston, Texas. Norling, a
motorcycle officer, was ticketing a
speeder when another vehicle swerved
off the shoulder and hit Norling, kill-
ing him.

Norling was a former chef and artist
and previously worked for the Hemp-
stead, Texas Police Department before
becoming a member of the Precinct 5
Constables Unit. Norling’s mother said,
““God’s purpose for Jason was to be in
law enforcement.”

Norling was married, and when he
was hit by a driver who, ironically, had
just been involved in another accident
when his vehicle was rear-ended.

And so as the bagpipes played Amaz-
ing Grace at the Spring Baptist Church
last week, they mourned the loss of an-
other peace officer who wore the badge
to protect and serve.
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And by the way, Mr. Speaker, the
driver who swerved and hit Officer
Norling was apparently distracted be-
cause he was talking on his cell phone.

Our prayers are with the Norling
family and his fellow Texas lawmen.

And that’s just the way it is.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs will consider
H. Res. 106, affirming the TUnited
States’ record on the Armenian geno-
cide. I will ask my colleagues on the
committee to carefully consider this
resolution and the vast body of evi-
dence that supports its conclusion.

The allied powers of the First World
War early on recognized that the Turk-
ish Government at that time was com-
mitting crimes against humanity by
perpetrating the organized slaughter of
Armenians. The U.S. Congress of that
time affirmed these crimes in hearings
and resolutions. Though the chief orga-
nizers of this crime were convicted of
the massacres by the Turkish military
courts, they never were made to pay
any penalty.

We fully recognize now the friendship
of our allies in Turkey, but it cannot
change the past. I hope that there can
be some reconciliation between Turkey
and Armenia and that a proper ac-
knowledgment of the crimes of the past
can allow them to move forward into
the future of peace and mutual under-
standing.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

JOSE MEDELLIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I come to-
night to talk to you, the House, about
the murder of two girls. In 1993, two
teenage girls were walking home, mak-
ing sure they got there in time for the
curfew. Their names were Jennifer
Ertman and Elizabeth Pena.

As they were headed home, they took
a shortcut through the woods, and that
mistake cost them their lives. They
came in contact with a person by the
name of Jose Medellin, who was the
gang leader of a group called the Black
and Whites. He, along with his fellow
gangsters, kidnapped these two girls
and brutalized them, sexually as-
saulted them, tortured them, and then,
when they were through having their
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way after gang raping them, they mur-
dered them, these two teenage girls,
Jennifer Ertman, Elizabeth Pena.

The Houston Police Department fi-
nally caught up with Jose Medellin and
his gangsters. They were all tried law-
fully in Texas courts. Jose Medellin re-
ceived the death penalty, along with
one other individual who’s already
been executed. A third individual’s on
death row waiting to be executed, and
two more are serving life sentences in
Texas penitentiaries.

Jose Medellin, when he was captured,
he had in his possession, Mr. Speaker,
a watch. It was a Mickey Mouse watch
that Jennifer Ertman wore. And he was
proud to carry this token of his mur-
der. He bragged about the murder. He
confessed to the murder, and a jury of
12 Texans convicted him and gave him
the death penalty, which he earned and
which he deserved.

His case was appealed. It worked its
way all the way to the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court upheld the convic-
tion based upon a complaint about the
confession.

But during all of this process, 10
years after the conviction, in 2003, the
Mexican Government filed a lawsuit
against the United States in the World
Court. You see, Medellin was illegally
in the United States from Mexico. And
the Mexican Government claimed that
he should have been told by the arrest-
ing police officers that he had the right
to talk to the Mexican Consulate.

Now, the Houston police officers
didn’t tell him he had the right. They
certainly wouldn’t have prevented him
from having permission to talk to the
Mexican Consulate, and he never, at
the trial, objected to not being able to
talk to the Mexican Consulate. He
waited some 10 years until he got to
the World Court before his government
complained.

The World Court ruled in favor of
Mexico, and here’s where all of the
irony begins. After the World Court
ruled that the Texas court, or the
Texas peace officers should have told
him that he had the right to talk to
the Mexican Consulate, the President
of the United States intervened in this
case and told the Texas courts they
ought to review this matter; they
ought to uphold the ruling of the World
Court. And last year, the Texas courts,
in all due respect to the administra-
tion, told the President he didn’t have
any authority to tell Texas courts
what to do about anything, and they
upheld this conviction and ordered him
to be executed, this defendant.

Tomorrow the Supreme Court of the
United States is going to hear this
case. They’re going to hear this case
and have to decide this issue. Does the
World Court, when it issues an opinion
about a trial that takes place in the
State of Texas, or any other State,
have authority to tell a court of law in
this country that they must overturn a
conviction or not?

This is a big deal, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause, you see, Texas courts, like most
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