
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1120 January 31, 2007 
colleagues were so impressed with his 
coaching abilities that they named him 
the National Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion of America National Coach of the 
Year, the most prestigious award that 
a Division I soccer coach can receive, 
and this for the second time. 

Mr. Speaker, while the men’s soccer 
team is a great example of the excel-
lence the university produces, there is 
much more to celebrate. As many of 
you know, my husband, Walter, was a 
professor of religious studies for more 
than 30 years at this campus at UCSB 
before he became a Member of Con-
gress. Through his experience as a pro-
fessor and my own as a graduate, I 
have watched this university rightfully 
gain national attention. 

The University currently has five 
Nobel Laureates on faculty and was re-
cently ranked in the top 15 best public 
schools in the Nation by U.S. News and 
World Report; and with a breath-
takingly beautiful campus, it is no 
wonder that the men’s soccer team and 
the University can attract such nota-
ble talent from all over the world. 

If any of my colleagues ever find 
themselves on California’s central 
coast, I encourage you to stop by this 
beautiful campus and see for yourself 
all that it has to offer. Of course, don’t 
forget to catch a soccer game at Harder 
Stadium. Go Gauchos. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HULSHOF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HANLEY DENNING, ‘‘ANGEL DEL 
BASUERO’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, Hanley 
Graham Denning was only 36 when a 
terrible traffic accident in Guatemala 
took her away from us on January 18. 
She was revered in Guatemala where 
she was known as ‘‘El Angel del 
Basuero,’’ the Angel of the Dump. 

Hanley was a native of Yarmouth, 
Maine, and a Bowdoin College grad-
uate, with a master’s degree in early 
childhood education from Wheelock 
College. 

After college, she helped children af-
fected by AIDS in Roxbury, Massachu-
setts, and then taught impoverished 
children at a Head Start program in 
North Carolina. 

Because so many children were from 
migrant families and spoke little or no 
English, Hanley decided to go to Gua-
temala to learn to speak their lan-
guage. While in Guatemala City in 1999, 
the Portland Press Herald reported, a 
friend suggested she visit the garbage 
dump. There, Denning began the work 
that would come to define her life. 

On that trip to the dump, the largest 
in Central America, Hanley was 
shocked to see a tiny hand reaching 
out from a cardboard box. ‘‘At first she 
thought it was a doll, then she realized 
it was a baby,’’ her friend Rachel Meyn 
told the Press Herald. ‘‘The image kept 
playing over and over in her head,’’ 
Meyn added, ‘‘and from then on she de-
cided she had to do something.’’ What 
Hanley Denning did was to sell her car 
and her computer, convert an old chap-
el near the dump into a drop-in center 
for the children, and give 40 Guate-
malan boys and girls a refuge from the 
filth and stench of the dump. 

Hanley soon learned that the health 
hazards at the dump were only a small 
part of the danger facing these chil-
dren. Most came from single-parent 
households, where mothers scavenged 
the dump, often helped by the children, 
to find scrap to sell in order to buy 
food. Drug abuse, crime, child abuse, 
and predation were rampant. Hanley 
decided to create an environment 
where the children could escape harm 
and find the kind of encouragement 
that she as a former Head Start teach-
er knew would give them a better 
chance to grow into healthy successful 
adults. She called it ‘‘Camino Seguro,’’ 
Safe Passage. The mothers and the 
children of Guatemala call Hanley 
Denning ‘‘Angel del Basuero,’’ Angel of 
the Dump. 

Eight years later, Hanley’s modest 
effort has grown into a program that 
helps more than 500 needy children at 
three sites. It has an annual budget of 
$1.6 million and 100 Guatemalan staff 
members, including teachers, social 
workers, cooks, and other support 
staff. There is a three-story edu-
cational reinforcement center, with 13 
classrooms, a fully stocked library, a 
computer lab with 13 computers, a 
kitchen for preparing 550 lunches daily, 
a medical clinic serving all children 
and their family members, and a gar-
den. Teens can receive vocational 
training, mothers and grandmothers 
can attend adult literacy and parenting 
classes. 

In addition to their daily hot 
lunches, each child who attends regu-
larly receives a monthly food bag for 
their family. Nearly 600 children fated 
to scavenge the dump like their par-
ents are now in school. ‘‘I used to look 
into the children’s eyes and see the 
adults they would become,’’ Hanley 
once told the reporter. ‘‘Now they have 
a little hope. I see a bit more spark.’’ 

But the success of Safe Passage is 
only part of Hanley Denning’s legacy. 
Her angelic touch reached beyond the 
Guatemalan slums and into the lives of 
hundreds of volunteers, many of them 

teenagers, who worked for Safe Pas-
sage over the years. There are 50 volun-
teers working at Safe Passage in any 
given month, including 20 long-term 
volunteers who make a 1-year or 2-year 
commitment to the program. 

As Jason Moyer-Lee told the Port-
land Press Herald’s Bill Nemitz, ‘‘I 
couldn’t believe that someone from my 
town who went to my high school could 
actually make something like that 
happen. When Hanley sat down and 
talked to you, she made you feel like, 
without your help, Safe Passage 
couldn’t happen,’’ he said. ‘‘It didn’t 
matter how much you gave or how lit-
tle, she made you feel like you were 
the number one contributor.’’ 

‘‘I’ve never loved more than when I 
was combing lice out of children’s 
hair,’’ added Aly Spaltro, a Brunswick 
High School senior who volunteered at 
Safe Passage in the past and plans to 
return before she returns to college. 

Although his sister Hanley died 
young, her brother Jordan said at her 
memorial that she had lived a much 
fuller life than most people, and she in-
spired everyone who loved her to ‘‘give 
every ounce of ourselves to what we 
truly believe in.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I refer to 
safepassage.org for on Hanley 
Denning’s life. 

Catherine Lopez Reyes, a five year old at 
Safe Passage, best summed up the feelings 
of all whose lives Hanley Denning changed for 
the better: ‘‘Hanley, te quiero mucho, We love 
you very much, Hanley. 

To learn more about Hanley Denning and 
her Safe Passage program, visit the website 
safepassage.org. 

See safepassage.org for the extraordinary 
story of the life of a remarkable woman. 

f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
JACOB N. FRITZ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
the conflict in Iraq weighs heavily on 
us all, especially when we receive cas-
ualty announcements and face the 
stark reality of precious lives lost far 
from the comfort of home and family. 

Today, I would like to pay tribute to 
First Lieutenant Jacob N. Fritz of 
Verdon, Nebraska, who lost his life in a 
brutal ambush on January 23. 

A graduate of the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, Lieuten-
ant Fritz served valiantly in the 
Army’s 25th Infantry Division when he 
came under attack near Karbala, Iraq. 
While details are still pending, we 
know that a group of men wearing U.S. 
military uniforms infiltrated a govern-
ment compound and opened fire on 
Lieutenant Fritz, who was standing 
outside his vehicle at the time of the 
incident. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so grateful to Lyle 
and Noala Fritz, Jacob’s parents, for 
taking so much time to speak with me 
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about Jacob recently. As Noala said to 
me, ‘‘God got a good one.’’ 

Continuing a proud family tradition, 
Lieutenant Fritz’s brother Daniel is 
currently at West Point and is sched-
uled to graduate in the year 2008. I 
want to reassure Daniel and the entire 
Fritz family that we are all united in 
our support and concern for the out-
standing men and women who willingly 
risk their lives in Iraq under arduous 
circumstances that would tax the best 
of us. 

Mr. Speaker, as we take this moment 
to grieve, we also want to honor the 
Fritz family for their dedicated service 
to the United States. I pray that God’s 
peace will console and strengthen them 
during this difficult time and in the 
days ahead. 

f 

THE SAFE AND ORDERLY 
WITHDRAWAL FROM IRAQ ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, there 
is no issue more important to the 
American people and to the Members of 
this Congress than the war in Iraq. 
Over 3,000 American military personnel 
have been killed in this war. Over 22,000 
have been wounded in combat-related 
action. Some have been injured for life. 
Several thousand more of our troops 
have sustained serious injuries or suf-
fered sickness while serving in Iraq; 
and tens of thousands of Iraqi men, 
women, and children dead. 

So far, it has cost the United States 
$387 billion, and next week we will re-
ceive another supplemental request 
from the President in the range of $100 
billion to $130 billion more. 

In blood, in treasure, the costs of the 
war in Iraq have been high. I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that we must change the 
dynamic in Iraq. We must end our oc-
cupation, engage the countries in the 
region to help the Iraqis negotiate an 
end to the sectarian violence tearing 
their country apart, and let the Iraqi 
people determine their own destiny. 

I firmly believe, Mr. Speaker, there 
is no military victory to be had in Iraq. 
So I am convinced that we must focus 
our efforts on the uniformed men and 
women we have put in harm’s way and 
bring them safely home. This is why I 
am introducing today the Safe and Or-
derly Withdrawal from Iraq Act. 

This is a very straightforward bill, 
Mr. Speaker. Within 30 days of enact-
ment, the United States would initiate 
a safe, orderly, and responsible with-
drawal of all U.S. military forces from 
Iraq. 

b 1700 

The withdrawal would take no more 
than 6 months and include the transfer 
to the Iraqi government of all bases 
and facilities that have been operated 
or occupied by U.S. military personnel. 
During the withdrawal period, funding 
is maintained to ensure that our forces 

have the ability to complete or trans-
fer their duties in an orderly manner, 
defend themselves as necessary, and be 
fully supported as they move out of 
Iraq. Once the withdrawal is com-
pleted, defense funding for the war 
would end. 

Under this bill, financial support and 
equipment could continue to be pro-
vided to the Iraqi security forces or to 
a multilateral force the Iraqi govern-
ment might request for help in con-
tinuing the training of their forces and 
in providing security during the period 
of withdrawal and afterwards. 

Nothing in this bill affects U.S. fund-
ing for economic and social reconstruc-
tion projects. The bill also allows the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to com-
plete reconstruction projects currently 
under way should the Iraqi government 
make such a request. 

Finally, the bill asserts the authority 
of the President to arrange asylum for 
those Iraqi citizens who might be phys-
ically endangered by the withdrawal of 
our military presence. As we all know, 
many Iraqi civilians have bravely 
served our Armed Forces as trans-
lators, drivers, administrative staff and 
in other capacities. Should they be 
threatened with violence or retaliation 
because of their association with our 
forces, we should extend to them the 
protection they require and that they 
deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill does not walk 
away from Iraq. It maintains financial 
equipment and material support for the 
Iraqi military and security forces. It 
continues economic, social and recon-
struction assistance for Iraq, and its 
impact would trigger greater diplo-
matic engagement in the region which 
is missing at the present moment. 

Mr. Speaker, there are no easy an-
swers for the many questions facing 
Iraq’s future. There is no perfect legis-
lative answer for the situation in Iraq. 
But I do know that our troops do not 
belong in the crossfire of a violent 
Iraqi sectarian war. The American peo-
ple understand this. They are far ahead 
of the politicians in Washington. They 
want us to do what is right. They want 
us to bring our troops home, and they 
want that to happen in a safe, orderly 
and responsible manner. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this war 
in Iraq is a moral blunder. I believe 
that the war in Iraq represents one of 
the biggest political, diplomatic and 
military mistakes in our history. It is 
time for us to end this war. I urge my 
colleagues to support the Safe and Or-
derly Withdrawal from Iraq Act. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL BRIAN D. 
ALLGOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Colonel Brian 
D. Allgood, who passed away on Janu-
ary 27, 2007, in Baghdad, Iraq, in sup-

port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Colo-
nel Allgood died of injuries sustained 
when his helicopter crashed. Brian’s 
wife and son reside in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, and his parents, Gerald and Cleo 
Allgood, reside in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

Colonel Allgood graduated from West 
Point in 1982 and from the University 
of Oklahoma Medical Center in 1986. 
After completing his residency, Colonel 
Allgood continued his military career 
as a doctor in the Army. He was not 
only a doctor but was a first-class sol-
dier who parachuted into Panama as a 
battalion surgeon in the 75th Ranger 
Regiment during Operation Just Cause 
in 1989. After rising through the ranks, 
Brian became a full colonel in 2002 and 
served in top medical commands in 
Korea and Germany before becoming 
the command surgeon of Multi-Na-
tional Forces Iraq. 

Colonel Allgood comes from a strong 
military family and followed in the 
footsteps of his father, who was a Army 
doctor and a Vietnam War veteran. 

Colonel Allgood was a remarkable 
soldier, an exceptional doctor and a de-
voted husband and father who served in 
the Army to keep this Nation free and 
sacrificed his life for our safety and se-
curity. 

I thank Colonel Brian D. Allgood for 
his service to our country, and I offer 
my deepest condolences to his family. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. SOLIS addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRI-
CULTURE, 110TH CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I am pleased to submit for printing in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, pursuant to Rule 
XI, clause 2(a) of the Rules of the House, a 
copy of the Rules of the Committee on Agri-
culture, which were adopted at the organiza-
tional meeting of the Committee on January 
23, 2007. 
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