January 31, 2007

and a battalion from the Eighth Army Divi-
sion confronted a radical Shiite sect calling
themselves the Soldiers of Heaven who had
reportedly planned to assassinate main-
stream Shiite clerics, including the mod-
erate Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani.

Some observers are trying to spin this bat-
tle as a defeat for the government, because
the first Iraqi units on the scene had to call
for reinforcements and for American air
power. But the fact that Iraqi forces were
able to pre-empt the attack on Najaf before
it began, and that everyone involved was
able to coordinate the operation and soundly
defeat the enemy makes it sound like a suc-
cess to us. Hundreds of the insurgents were
killed, compared to a handful of Iraqi and
U.S. troops. This may well be a model for
how U.S. troops might play a supporting role
down the road—assuming Washington gives
them a chance to get Baghdad under control
first.

For the moment at least, Iraq seems to be
inching in the right direction. After a week
of Western lamentations about the graceless-
ness of the Saddam hanging, it became clear
that the primary effect of the execution was
to enhance Prime Minister Maliki’s stature
in Iraq. Mr. Maliki, in turn, is using that po-
litical capital. The last thing he needs is to
have his efforts undermined by votes of no-
confidence in Washington—or meddling by
Congressmen with ‘“‘benchmarks’ who pre-
tend to know better than he does how to deal
with the most difficult issues, such as how
best to marginalize Moqtada al-Sadr.

The Bush Administration has itself made
many mistakes trying to micromanage
Iraq’s political development, but it now
seems to understand that it is fated to deal
with the Shiite-led government it has. Con-
gressmen who are sincere in wanting to take
the Iraq issue off the table in 2008 could help
by showing a similar combination of resolve
and humility.

Let’s unite.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE CONTINUING
RESOLUTION’S PASSAGE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I think it is important for us
to reflect on the last couple of hours of
debate, and I call it fixing of the fiscal
calamity that occurred over the last
year when this body and the majority
of my friends on the other side of the
aisle failed to complete our funding re-
sponsibilities.

Today, we passed a vigorous CR, and
I think it should not be interpreted as
a negative, but we should look at the
positives that we will be able to pro-
vide, if you will, the continuing of
funding and get immediately into, one,
the emergency supplemental but also
the appropriations process. $3.6 billion
now goes extra to our veterans, many
of them returning from Iraq for their
health care.

The change in the section 8 for many
that are not being housed because of a
faulty formula, we now can provide
housing for many in our community.
And, yes, an enhanced funding for sci-
entific research. The ability for our
agencies to reprogram their dollars.
Many of us will be working, for in-
stance in my district, I will be working
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to ensure the funding of the Texas
Southern University Laboratory
School through the Department of
Housing; and, yes, we will be working
to get NASA funding by redeploying or
to redistribute those funds.

This is a good CR. The agencies can
work with it. Make sure the agencies
work right on behalf of the American
people.

CONGRATULATING ROSWELL HIGH
SCHOOL ON THEIR CHAMPION-
SHIP SEASON

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today, I proudly rise to honor and con-
gratulate some spectacular student
athletes from Georgia’s Sixth District.
This past month one of our hometown
high schools brought home the State
football championship.

After an inspired season that united
our community, Roswell High School
awed all of Georgia with their first
State football title in 36 years; and be-
cause of the passion and commitment
and intensity shown by the players,
coaches, classmates and the commu-
nity alike, this season will forever be
marked in history.

The Roswell Hornets won the bA
State championship in what was an ex-
traordinary example of both skill and
athleticism. These talented young men
showed what is possible with hard work
and unyielding determination.

These student athletes will always
cherish the memory of this season. The
players, their families and their class-
mates who cheered them on will always
look back to the 2006 season as a source
of pride, accomplishment and satisfac-
tion. Roswell High School learned more
than how to win a championship this
last year. They learned what happens
when everyone comes together in pur-
suit of a dream.

I know that the House of Representa-
tives joins me in congratulating
Roswell High School from Roswell,
Georgia.

————
REAUTHORIZE THE SAFE AND SE-
CURE COUNTY AND RURAL

SCHOOLS ACT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well,
today Congress passed a continuing
resolution making up for some of the
problems created by the Republican
majority not getting their work done,
but they did not got another crucial
piece of work done, the reauthorization
of the Safe and Secure County and
Rural Schools Act. If that is not reau-
thorized, if that is not funded in short
order, over 4,400 rural schools in 40
States will lose funding, 780 rural coun-
ties will lose funding for roads, county
officials will be forced to lay off crit-
ical public safety, rescue, law enforce-
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ment and other employees. In my State
alone, there will be up to 1,000 people
losing their jobs beginning quite soon.

Congress must act and soon. We will
soon request that the leadership put in
the emergency supplemental, money to
fund for 1 year the Safe and Secure
County Rural Schools Act to give the
authorizing committees time to put in
place a full 7-year reauthorization suit-
ably offset with other funds.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from (Mr. JONES) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
O 1630
HRANT DINK’S FINAL ARTICLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ScoTT of Georgia). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, about a
week and a half ago, a courageous jour-
nalist by the name of Hrant Dink was
murdered outside of his newspaper of-
fice in Istanbul. I would like to read
today some of the comments that he
made in his last newspaper article Agos
on January 19, the day that he was
shot dead.

He wrote, ‘“At first, when an inves-
tigation was launched against me for
insulting Turkishness, I did not feel
troubled. This was not the first time

“I had complete trust in what I'd
written and what had been my inten-
tions.

““Once the prosecutor had the chance
to evaluate the text of my editorial as
a whole, not that single sentence,
which made no sense by itself, he
would understand that I had no inten-
tion of insulting Turkishness and this
comedy would come to an end. I was
sure of myself. But, surprise! A lawsuit
was filed.

“In covering every hearing, the news-
papers, editorials and television pro-
grams all referred to how I had said
that the blood of the Turk is poi-
sonous.
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‘“Each time they were adding to my
fame as the enemy of the Turk.

“In the corridors of the courthouse,
the fascists physically attacked me
with racist curses.

“They bombarded me with insults.
Hundreds of threats hailed down for
months by phone, e-mail and post, in-
creasing all the time.

‘I persevered through all of this with
patience, awaiting the decision that
would acquit me.

“Then the truth would prevail and
all those people would be ashamed of
what they had done.

“My only weapon was my sincerity.
But when the decision came out, my
hopes were crushed. From then on, I
was in the most distressed situation a
person can possibly be in.

“The judge had made a decision in
the name of the Turkish nation and it
had legally registered that I had deni-
grated Turkishness. I could have coped
with anything but this.

“In my understanding, the denigra-
tion of a person on the basis of any dif-
ference, ethnic or religious, is racism,
and there was no way this could ever
be forgiven . . .

“Those who tried to single me out
and weaken me have succeeded. With
the false information they oozed into
society, they created a significant seg-
ment of the population who saw Hrant
Dink as someone who insults
Turkishness.

“The memory of my computer is
filled with angry, threatening lines
sent by citizens from this sector.

‘““How real are these threats? To be
honest, it is impossible for me to know
for sure.

“What is truly threatening and un-
bearable for me is the psychological
torture I placed myself in. The ques-
tion that really gets to me is: What are
these people thinking about me?

“Unfortunately, I am now better
known than before and I feel people
looking at me, thinking: Oh, look, isn’t
he that Armenian guy?

“I am just like a pigeon, equally ob-
sessed by what goes on on my left and
right, front and back. My head is just
as mobile and fast.

“What did foreign Minister Gul say?
Or Justice Minister Cicek? There is no
need to exaggerate about Article 301 on
insulting Turkishness. Has anyone
been actually put in prison?

‘““As if going to prison was the only
price to pay. This is the price. This is
the price.

“Do you ministers know the price of
making someone as scared as a pigeon?

“What my family and I have been
through has not been easy. I have con-
sidered leaving this country at times

“But leaving a boiling hell to run to
a heaven is not for me. I wanted to
turn this hell into heaven.

“We stayed in Turkey because that
was what we wanted, out of respect for
the thousands of people here who sup-
ported me in my fight for democracyer.
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“I am now applying to the European
Court of Human Rights. I don’t know
how long the case will take, but I do
know that I will continue living here in
Turkey until the case is finalized.

“And if the Court rules in my favor,
I will be very happy and will never
have to leave my country.

2007 will probably be an even harder
year for me. The Court cases will con-
tinue. New ones will be initiated and
God knows what kind of additional in-
justices I will have to face.

“I may see myself as frightened as a
pigeon, but I know that in this country
people do not touch pigeons.

‘““Pigeons can live in cities, even in
crowds. A little scared perhaps, but
free.”

Well, Mr. Dink, unfortunately, found
otherwise when he was gunned down
outside of his office by young men no
doubt inflamed by the passions that
the government did so little to quell.
Hrant Dink, who had the courage to
talk about some of the darkest periods
of Ottoman history, of the genocide of
the Armenian people, the first genocide
of last century that claimed a million
and a half lives, paid for that courage
with his life.

Well, we will have the courage here
soon to take up a resolution on the Ar-
menian genocide. All we have to do is
vote. That is very little compared to
what Hrant Dink did and the price that
he paid.

I had a chance to meet him in
Istanbul a couple of years ago. He was
optimistic about the future. He was op-
timistic about Turkey’s future, about
its willingness to examine its past. Re-
grettably, that optimism was mis-
placed.

Today we remember a courageous
journalist, Hrant Dink. And his legacy
lives on.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING ALAN M. HANTMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
tonight to come to the floor for a spe-
cial order presentation. Let me start
out by reading some names. Dr. Wil-
liam Thornton, Benjamin Henry La-
trobe, Charles Bulfinch, Thomas U.
Walter, Edward Clark, Elliott Woods,
David Lynn, J. George Stewart, George
M. White, and Alan M. Hantman.

My colleagues, I read these names.
They are the names of the 10 architects
of the United States Capitol.

This week will mark the last days in
service to the United States Congress,
and this historic structure, of the Ar-
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chitect of the United States Capitol,
Alan M. Hantman. And I am pleased to
rise this evening to recognize his serv-
ice.

Of course, we have had many presi-
dents, we have had many Speakers of
the House. We have only had 10 archi-
tects who have been in charge of this
incredible structure that we call our
United States Capitol.

Alan Hantman will leave his service,
leaving a legacy untold by almost any
of his predecessors. And it has been my
honor and pleasure to work with him
on a project that will dramatically
change the nature of the United States
Capitol, that is, the United States Cap-
itol Visitors Center.

Let me reminisce for just a minute,
as I thank him for his 10 years of dedi-
cated and sometimes difficult and try-
ing service to Congress. But let me
reminisce, if I may, about Alan
Hantman coming to serve as our
United States Capitol architect.

I have been involved in the Capitol
Visitors Center for some 14 years, since
I came to Congress, committed that
the people who visit this institution
should have the opportunity to have an
enjoyable, informative and memorable
visit to the United States Capitol. In-
stead, in the past, they have stood in
the rain, snow, sleet, cold, ice, without
even common comforts or courtesy in
front of our most historic structure,
and sometimes denied access to the
structure or again common conven-
iences.

I was a little bit afraid because I
know the way this place runs, when
they were selecting an architect, some
10 years ago, that they might find
someone in this process that would
deep six the project, so I spent a par-
ticular amount of time as author of
two authorization measures for the
project, talking to Alan Hantman, and
I was convinced he was the right per-
son at the right time in the history of
the United States Capitol.

He undertook that expansion of the
United States Capitol Building, the
largest in history. It will increase the
volume, the sheer volume of the Cap-
itol by some 70 percent. And he has
done an incredible job.

At the same time, he has had to
make this Capitol run. I often joked
when I first came here that the U.S.
Capitol was run like a southern planta-
tion with bad management.

Alan Hantman changed that. He
brought professionalism to his position
and to service and to, again, to the
most monumental project, not on be-
half of those who serve here. The Cap-
itol Visitor Center, in fact, is the first
structure and expansion to the Capitol
in the history of the Capitol for the
public, for those who own the place and
to make, again, their visit an enjoy-
able, informative and educational expe-
rience.

Alan brought with him great experi-
ence from the private sector with more
than 10 years heading up the Rocke-
feller Center Management Corporation
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