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to believe, Mr. Speaker, that he did a
lot more than consult in that operating
room that day 10 years ago.

During his professional surgical ca-
reer, he performed more than 60,000
cardiovascular procedures and trained
thousands of surgeons who practice
around the world. Today, his name is
affixed to any number of organizations,
centers for learning and projects de-
voted to medical education and health
education for the general public.

But think of this, Mr. Speaker: Dr.
DeBakey also underwent an operation
that was named for him. I picked up a
copy of the New York Times last De-
cember and read a story about how Dr.
DeBakey had undergone the surgery
that he himself had described many
years before. In fact, Dr. DeBakey ad-
mitted that at the time, although he
knew he was ill, he never called his
own doctor, he never called 911.

“If it becomes intense enough you
are perfectly willing to accept cardiac
arrest as a possible way of getting rid
of the pain.” This is what he told the
New York Times last year. What a
unique, what a pragmatic individual.

He helped establish the National Li-
brary of Medicine which is now the
world’s largest and most prestigious re-
pository of medical archives. The Na-
tional Library of Medicine is some-
thing I look at several times a week as
I prepare for committee hearings on
our Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, developed and established by
Dr. Michael DeBakey.

Mr. Speaker, as we talk in this Con-
gress about the need for improving
computer technology for medical
records and medical information, Dr.
DeBakey was on the forefront of that
while most of us were still in grammar
school. In 1969 he received the highest
honor a United States citizen can re-
ceive, the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom with Distinction. In 1976, his stu-
dents founded the Michael E. DeBakey
International Surgical Society. His
contributions to medicine and his
breakthrough surgeries and innovative
devices have completely transformed
our view of the human body and our
view of longevity on this planet. He has
been designated as a living legend by
the United States Library of Congress;
and, today, we take another step in
honoring him with the Congressional
Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a high honor
for me to be associated with this en-
deavor. And I certainly do thank Mr.
GREEN and thank him for allowing me
to be on the telephone when we gave
the news to Dr. DeBakey several weeks
ago on his 99th birthday. It is impera-
tive that we get this legislation accom-
plished quickly. I appreciate Mr.
GREEN’s willingness to work with the
other body in getting this legislation
to the floor so swiftly.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my colleague, Congressman
BURGESS, for it was he who called this
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piece of legislation to my attention.
And he has been steadfastly with me
throughout the process, and I am hon-
ored to have worked on this piece of
legislation with him and Congressman
CULBERSON.

I also think that we would be remiss,
Mr. Speaker, if we did not mention
Mrs. DeBakey and the persons who are
caring for him currently. We have had
conversations with the persons caring
for him. They have indicated that, of
course, he was doing well when last we
spoke to them, and they do an out-
standing job of caring for Dr. DeBakey.

Earlier, I mentioned that he has had
the Methodist Hospital DeBakey Heart
Center named in his honor, and I may
have misspoken and said Baylor, but it
is Methodist.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this piece of
legislation has received bipartisan as
well as bicameral support. I had the
honor of meeting with Senator
HuTCHISON, and we talked about con-
tinuing the effort together to move
this piece of legislation as quickly as
possible through the process so that
the President can sign it and get the
actual award ceremony to take place.
The President will now have 10 days to
sign this bill. History will show us that
at no time has a President refused to
sign a Congressional Gold Medal. So
my suspicion is that this President,
who is from the State of Texas, will
move expeditiously to sign the bill.
After the bill has been signed, the U.S.
Mint will meet with the sponsors and
with interested parties, which may in-
clude family members, to discuss pos-
sible designs for the medal.

The Mint engravers will then prepare
a series of sketches and possible de-
signs for consideration. These designs
will be commented on by the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts, and subsequently the
Secretary of the Treasury will make
the final decision as to the medal’s de-
sign. The medal is created by the
Philadelphia Mint. The medal will be
in bronze. The gold medal, of course,
will be the one presented to Dr.
DeBakey, but there will be replicas in
bronze to offset the cost of the medal,
and arrangements will be made for the
presentation of the gold medal, a cere-
mony to honor the Honorable Michael
E. DeBakey.

Mr. Speaker, this has been one of the
great pleasures of my life in terms of
being in Congress, in fact, one of the
great pleasures of my life period. But
this is a high point in my congressional
career. I am so honored that my friends
have worked with me on this process
and that Senator HUTCHISON has been
there throughout the entirety of the
process. We are committed to making
this happen as expeditiously as pos-
sible. If Dr. DeBakey were here today,
I am confident that he would continue
to talk about how great it is to be a
part of this great country that we
know as the United States of America.

So I close by saying, God bless you,
Dr. DeBakey, and thank you for what
you have done to make life better for
all of us, and God bless America.
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HONORING DR. MICHAEL DEBAKEY

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker as a
former cardiovascular surgeon, | rise to cele-
brate the contributions of Dr. Michael DeBakey
to not only the medical community but to hu-
manity. Honoring him with the Congressional
Gold Medal is a fitting tribute for a modern
leader and one of medicine’s great pioneers.

The son of Lebanese immigrants, Dr.
DeBakey grew up in my district, in Lake
Charles, Louisiana. He attended medical
school at Tulane University and served our
country during World War Il where he devel-
oped the concept of Mobile Army Surgical
Hospitals. These M.A.S.H. units became fa-
mous during the Korean War, but today, mod-
ern M.A.S.H. units with the latest equipment
and some of the best trained medical per-
sonnel in the world assist our service men and
women in some of the most dangerous places
in the world.

Following his military service, Dr. DeBakey
began his work at Baylor University in 1948.
There, he forged new surgical techniques, as-
sisted with the first artificial heart, and oper-
ated on more than 60,000 patients. His suc-
cess and contributions extend in each and
every patient and the lives they lead after en-
countering Dr. DeBakey.

His model of determination, innovation, and
perseverance serve as inspiration to our Na-
tion’s best and brightest who enter the medical
profession to improve the condition of life for
their fellow citizens. Dr. DeBakey has im-
pacted our world for the better, and he is high-
ly deserving of the Congressional Gold Medal.
Lake Charles is both fortunate and proud to
call him a native son.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 474.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

ELECTING A MINORITY MEMBER
TO A STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution (H. Res. 699) and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 699

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES: Mr.
McCarthy of California.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR
MIDWESTERN FLOOD VICTIMS

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
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agree to the resolution (H. Res. 657) ex-
pressing heartfelt sympathy for the
victims of the devastating thunder-
storms that caused severe flooding dur-
ing August 2007 in the States of Illi-
nois, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wis-

consin, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 657

Whereas during August 2007, severe thun-
derstorms were responsible for bringing as
much as 18 inches of torrential rain to parts
of the States of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota,
Ohio, and Wisconsin, resulting in dev-
astating floods;

Whereas these storms tragically took the
lives of 14 people;

Whereas these storms injured countless
other people, damaged or destroyed thou-
sands of homes, and devastated businesses
and institutions;

Whereas on August 21, 2007, the Governor
of Minnesota declared Fillmore, Houston,
Steele, Olmsted, Wabasha, and Winona Coun-
ties, Minnesota, to be in a state of disaster
as a result of these storms, and subsequently
Dodge County, Minnesota, received a Federal
major disaster declaration as well;

Whereas on August 19, 2007, and in the days
following, the Governor of Wisconsin de-
clared Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk,
Vernon, Columbia, Dane, Grant, Green, Iowa,
Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine, and Rock Coun-
ties, Wisconsin, to be in a state of disaster as
a result of these storms;

Whereas on August 22, 2007, and in the days
following, the Governor of Iowa declared
Appanoose, Boone, Calhoun, Cherokee,
Davis, Humboldt, Mahaska, Palo Alto, Poca-
hontas, Van Buren, Wapello, Wayne, and
Webster Counties, Iowa, to be in a state of
disaster as a result of these storms;

Whereas on August 22, 2007, the Governor
of Ohio declared Allen, Crawford, Hancock,
Hardin, Putnam, Richland, Seneca, Van
Wert, and Wyandot Counties, Ohio, to be in
a state of disaster as a result of these
storms;

Whereas on August 24, 2007, and in the days
following, the Governor of Illinois declared
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, Lake, La-
Salle, Kane, Knox, McHenry, Warren, and
Will Counties, Illinois, to be in a state of dis-
aster as a result of these storms;

Whereas President Bush declared 7 coun-
ties in Minnesota, 7 counties in Ohio, and 7
counties in Wisconsin to be major disaster
areas as a result of these storms, and indi-
viduals and families in these areas became
eligible for Federal disaster assistance;

Whereas numerous individuals and entities
have selflessly and heroically given of them-
selves and their resources to aid in the dis-
aster relief efforts; and

Whereas the catastrophic injury, death,
and damage in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota,
Ohio, and Wisconsin would have been even
worse in the absence of local relief efforts:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses heartfelt sympathy for the
victims of the devastating thunderstorms
that caused severe flooding during August
2007 in the States of Illinois, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin;

(2) conveys gratitude to the local, State,
and Federal officials and emergency per-
sonnel who responded swiftly to the crisis,
including emergency management teams in
each of the affected States, Michael Chertoff,
Secretary of Homeland Security, and David
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Paulison, Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency;

(3) recognizes the generous and selfless
support of citizens, local businesses, the
American Red Cross, the United Way, Catho-
lic Charities, and the Salvation Army; and

(4) reaffirms support to helping the victims
of the flooding rebuild their homes and lives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on H. Res. 657.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. GRAVES for
joining us today. On August 18 and 19,
torrential rains devastated commu-
nities all across the Midwest. In less
than a 24-hour period, more than 18
inches of rain fell in some areas of
southeast Minnesota causing severe
flooding, mud slides, loss of property
and loss of life. In my district in south-
east Minnesota, seven people lost their
lives as a result of these sudden and
violent storms. Countless more were
injured. Thousands of homes and busi-
nesses were damaged and destroyed. In
community after community, people
returned to their homes to discover
that priceless family memories, lit-
erally all they owned, had been washed
away in a matter of minutes. Roads
and bridges had been swept away and
must be rebuilt.

I went to many of these towns count-
less times. I saw the challenges that
these people face. Let me give you one
example. Rushford, Minnesota, sits in
the beautiful Driftless area, the rolling
hills and rich farmland of southeast
Minnesota. It is a town of 1,700 people,
with a vibrant Main Street, a great
civic pride, and they are also defending
State football champions from last
year. This town was almost completely
under water. I entered the town on the
morning of the rains by boat. There
was one small island, a dry bit of land
that had a church, part of a local
school and a city building. That was
the only part of the town that was
above water. People had to take boats
to get to this island in which they were
having meetings, receiving help, and
even getting started on that very
morning of the task of rebuilding.
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Even during the flood itself, Minneso-
tans were reaching out to their neigh-
bor. In Minnesota City, during the
worst of the flash floods, authorities
ran out of all rescue equipment and
rescue boats. Residents used their own
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boats to go from house to house, lit-
erally plucking people off the rooftops
and bringing them to safety.

The response to this disaster has
been inspiring. People from all across
Minnesota and across the Nation have
stepped forward to help. There have
been blood drives, canned food drives,
and waves and waves of volunteers who
have come into the area to offer their
help, open their hearts and homes.

This disaster was not limited to Min-
nesota. Similar storms pounded all
across my neighboring district, and my
good friend from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND)
experienced devastating damage, as
well as Iowa, Illinois and Ohio also. All
told, 14 people died as a result of these
storms and the flash floods that it
caused.

This resolution that the House con-
siders today is one very, very small,
but important way, to recognize the
challenging times that these individ-
uals have faced and will face. It ex-
presses sympathy for their loss and
gratitude to the State and Federal offi-
cials who responded swiftly. This reso-
lution recognizes the generous support
given by so many and reaffirms the
support of this Congress for the flood
victims and the immediate and heart-
felt and serious disaster declaration
help that came from FEMA and the
Federal Government. President Bush
was in Minnesota within days of this,
reaffirming his support.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution and to stand with Minnesota
and those throughout the Midwest who
have come through the flood waters
and are now working to rebuild their
lives. I am sorry to say, the same area
received between 6 and 12 inches of rain
in some areas last night and is experi-
encing heavy rains again today.

We have work to do, but the response
so far has been truly inspiring.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 657
was introduced by Mr. WALZ of Min-
nesota on September 17, 2007. The reso-
lution expresses the heartfelt sym-
pathy of the House of Representatives
for the victims of severe flooding in the
States of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota,
Ohio and Wisconsin during August of
2007. These storms took the lives of 14
people, injured countless others, and
damaged or destroyed thousands of
homes and devastated businesses and
institutions.

In addition, this resolution conveys
gratitude to local, State and Federal
officials and emergency personnel who
responded swiftly to the crisis. Their
selfless actions saved lives and helped
their communities in their efforts to
recover from this disaster.

Additionally, this resolution is a fit-
ting commendation to the generous
and selfless support of local citizens,
businesses and volunteer organizations.
They have shown their heroism and
compassion for their fellow citizens
while facing such destruction.
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The citizens of the States of Illinois,
Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin
will work hard to rebuild and make
every effort to ensure the recovery of
their communities. In recognition of
their efforts, this resolution reaffirms
our support to help the victims of the
flooding rebuild their homes and lives.
I extend my heartfelt sympathy to all
those affected by this tragedy, and to
their families.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, at this time I want to yield as much
time as he may consume to my col-
league, my neighbor and my friend
from Wisconsin whose district was
greatly affected by this flooding. We
have worked closely on this. It’s
through Mr. KIND’s leadership, experi-
ence and forcefulness that we were able
to secure, I believe probably in unprec-
edented fashion, the support we needed
from the Federal Government.

With that, I yield to my friend from
Wisconsin.

(Mr. KIND asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I am honored
to join Mr. WALZ here today to offer
this resolution expressing our concern
and support to the victims of the flood-
ing that ravaged our congressional dis-
tricts and so many other States during
those fateful days in August, but also
to take a moment to express our eter-
nal gratitude and thanks to the count-
less numbers of official agencies, to
private organizations, to individuals
who rose to the call of many people in
great need during this time.

I personally saw Mr. WALZ and the
action that he immediately took when
I visited southeastern Minnesota along
with Senator KLOBUCHAR from Min-
nesota to see some of the damage and
get together with many of the first re-
sponders who were working around the
clock to come to the aid of so many
businesses and families and individuals
affected by the flooding.

The rains started on August 18, and it
seemed as if they were never going to
stop. It was literally a torrential down-
pour; in some areas, from 12 to 20
inches in just a very short period of
time. It’s amazing to personally wit-
ness the severe devastation that an in-
tense amount of rain can accomplish in
a very short period of time.

Fortunately for Mr. WALZ and my-
self, we represent two very beautiful
congressional districts, but part of that
beauty is the fact that we have a lot of
hills and valleys and coulees that act
like a funnel effect when you have the
so-called ‘‘1,000-year rain” take place
within a 24-hour period. That is exactly
what happened; the rain came, the
water backed up and started dev-
astating community after community.

Unfortunately, at the end of the rain,
there were 14 people who lost their
lives. Fortunately for myself, there
were none in my congressional district,
but we did have some loss of life in Mr.
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WALZ’s district. There were also three
electrocutions associated with the rain
and the flooding that occurred in Madi-
son.

Short of loss of life or physical in-
jury, there is nothing more devastating
than having your personal belongings
washed away, whether it was in your
home or in your businesses or on your
farm.

I was down in one of my communities
in the southern part of my congres-
sional district, Gays Mills, shortly
after the flooding, and they described
to me horrific conditions where the
rain came so quickly that within a
matter of an hour there was five feet of
water standing on the main street in
their downtown area. I was talking to
two teenage girls who, that evening,
literally left their homes only to see
the rising water and the swift current
coming through the main street; and
they jumped into a tree in order to get
out of the way, it was coming so quick-
ly, only to be rescued by a volunteer
fire department personnel in a boat
that took them to high land. You heard
countless stories of this.

I guess it’s times like this during
great personal tragedy when you also
witness the greatness of humanity and
the response that occurred, from the
various agencies at the Federal, State
and local level that immediately
geared up and started rushing in help
and supplies, to the private organiza-
tions and businesses, to the Salvation
Army, Red Cross, Catholic charities
that were on the ground with their
staff and their volunteers to provide
assistance, to also FEMA.

One of the fortunate aspects at the
time of this tragedy was Hurricane
Dean didn’t hit landfall in the United
States, so FEMA, in preparation for
Hurricane Dean, had a lot of supplies,
they had a lot of personnel ramped up
in the southern part of our country an-
ticipating the worst of the hurricane.
When it didn’t arrive, they were able to
redeploy a lot of their personnel and
resources up to our area to provide as-
sistance immediately.

I also want to take a moment to
thank Director David Paulison of
FEMA, who personally came on an in-
spection tour shortly after the flooding
to see the devastation himself, and his
office out of the Chicago regional office
who were there very quickly.

With the help of Representative
WALZ and our respective Senators, as
well as Governor Jim Doyle of WI, we
were able to get quick State declara-
tions, to be followed by a Natural Dis-
aster Declaration in order to provide
much-needed relief to the victims of
the flooding. There’s still a lot of work
that needs to be done. There’s still a
lot of assistance that is going to have
to occur in the community and in our
respective States to try to make people
whole.

On a lighter, happier note, I was for-
tunate to be home on Sunday to visit
Gays Mills during their annual apple
festival celebration and parade. This
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was a little more than a month after
the floodwaters that were 5 feet deep in
their town, yet they strove to make
sure that they were going to keep this
celebration, try to keep that con-
tinuity of tradition in their commu-
nity. It was a wonderful day; the sun
shown on us, the kids were having a
great time, and that little sense of nor-
malcy brought some smiles on a lot of
faces in that community.

But if it wasn’t for the quick reac-
tion, again, of the agencies, but espe-
cially the family, the friends, the
neighbors who responded to people in
need, we could have suffered a fate
much worse than what we did.

Again, I want to thank Representa-
tive WALz for the work that he did. I
look forward to continuing the work
that still needs to take place, because
this isn’t going to get fixed overnight.
It’s going to be a slow, laborious proc-
ess. There’s nothing worse than being
denied access to a home or businesses.
Just now, people are able to go in and
have access for the first time.

Many of our farms, too, were dev-
astated just before the crop was sup-
posed to be harvested. Many livestock
were lost in the flooding. Again, you
work so hard and long all year long,
and then just at the time you are going
to go to market with the fruits of your
labor, something like this takes place.

We also were fortunate that 20 earth-
en dams in Vernon County in my con-
gressional district held up. It is a great
tribute to the engineers and their fore-
sight over 20 or 30 years ago that con-
structed these earthen dams that they
held up, or the damage and devastation
could have been much worse if they
had given out and those floodwaters
had released further down the valley.

So I want to thank all of those that
were involved in providing much-need-
ed and quick assistance to the individ-
uals and to the communities that were
affected by it. I again want to express
my gratitude to FEMA and their quick
reaction, Director Paulison and his
team on the ground. But there is still
more work to be done. It is good to see
in a tragedy like this that there is that
type of capability, both at the local
and Federal and State level, in order to
come to the aid of many citizens who
needed it.

In particular, | would like to thank the many
people who were involved in the recovery ef-
fort, only a few of which are named here. In
Vernon County: Cindy Ackerman, Glenda Sul-
livan and the Emergency Management staff;
Elizabeth Johnson and the Public Health staff;
Pamela Eitland and the Human Services staff;
Gene Cary and the Sheriffs Department staff;
Mark Rahr and the Viroqua Police Department
staff; Steve Skrede and the Viroqua Fire De-
partment staff; Kelly Jacobs and the Land
Conservation staff; Virgil Hanold and the High-
way Department staff; Pat Peterson and the
Aging Department staff; Bethel Butikk Food
Pantry; Linda Nederlow, Public Information Of-
ficer; Thomas Spenner, County Board Chair;
Cathy Lewison and the Farm Service Agency
staff.

In Crawford County: Roger Martin and the
Emergency  Management  staff, Laurel
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Hestetuene of Soldiers Grove; Larry McCarn
and Maura Otis of Gays Mills; Jerry Moran
and Sheriff's Department staff; Ron Leys,
County Board Chair; Dennis Pelock and the
Highway Department staff; Gary
Knickerbacker; John Baird and the Farm Serv-
ice Agency staff; Russ Hagen and the Land
Conservation staff; Sara Ryan and the Human
Services staff; Gloria Wall and the Public
Health staff.

In La Crosse County: Keith Butler and the
Emergency Management staff; Lynetta Kopp,
Town of Shelby Chair; Dennis Osgood and the
Highway Department staff; Randy Roeck and
the Shelby Fire Department staff; Steve Doyle,
County Board Chair; Ben Bosshart and the
Farm Service Agency staff.

In Richland County: Darin Gudgeon and
Emergency Management staff; Darrell Berglin
and the Sheriffs Department staff; Randy
Schoeneberg and the Highway Department
staff, Ann Greenheck, County Board Chair;
Jared Reuter and the Farm Service Agency
staff; Marianne Stanek and the Public Health
staff; Cathy Cooper and the Land Conserva-
tion staff; Dean Winchell and family; Bob
Naegele and members of the Pine Valley Re-
peater Club ARES/RACES; Harriet Pedley,
Ron Fruit and the WRCO radio station staff;
Kim Clark and the Richland County Ambu-
lance Service; Wes and Michelle Starkey;
Richland Center Police Department; Rudy
Nigel; Ken Anderson; Bob Bindl, Darrell
Slama, Brian Jones, Dan Wilson, and the staff
of the Richland County Fire Departments;
Richland Center Public Works; DNR Warden
Mike Nice and the DNR staff.

In Sauk County: Jeff Jelink and the Emer-
gency Management staff; Marty Krueger,
County Board Chair; Randy Stammen and the
Sheriff's Department staff; Steve Muchow and
the Highway Department staff; Cindy
Bodendein and the Health Department staff;
Joe Van Berkel and the Land Conservation
staff; William Orth and the Human Services
staff; Trish Vandre and the Commission on
Aging staff; Curtis Norgard and the Farm
Service Agency staff.

In Grant County: Steve Braun and Julie
Loeffelholz, Emergency Management; Eugene
Bartels, County Board Chair; John Wiederholt
and the Farm Service Agency staff; Jeffery
Kindrai and the Health Department staff.

In lowa County: Ken Palzkill and the Emer-
gency Management staff; Judy Lindholm and
the Commission on Aging staff; June Meudt
and the Health Department staff; Leo
Klosterman and the Highway Department staff;
Jim McCaulley and the Land Conservation
staff, Darin Smith and the Social Services
staff; Mark Masters, County Board Chair; Ned
Johnson and the Farm Service Agency staff.

Further, | would like to thank: Ashley Fur-
niture; AmeriCorps volunteers; Cheryl Han-
cock and the American Red Cross staff; Terri
Leece and the Salvation Army staff; Deacon
Richard Sage and the Catholic Charities staff;
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture,
Trade, and Consumer Protection; the Wis-
consin State Patrol; the Wisconsin Department
of Corrections; the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources; the Wisconsin National
Guard; the Natural Resources Conservation
Service; and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice.

Mr. Speaker, | wholeheartedly support this
resolution and urge my colleagues to join me
in voting for its passage.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly want to associate myself with
the words of Mr. KIND and Mr. WALZ.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I say thank you to my colleague
from Wisconsin, whose leadership and
voice was instrumental. I also want to
thank Mr. GRAVES. I think it is very
important as Americans watch, and
watch the proceedings on this floor, to
understand the solidarity that is in
this body and to hear my friends from
Missouri and across the Nation stand
with us in time of tragedy and under-
stand that we will work together, we
will solve these problems. I think it is
encouraging to understand that we are
making progress, we are making
changes. I applaud that.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, we would be remiss,
too, if we didn’t acknowledge the help
and the work that our respective staffs
did during this time. They were 24/7 on
the spot trying to provide assistance. I
know my staff didn’t get much sleep
during those weeks following the flood-
ing. I know Mr. WALZ’s staff was the
same way. I just want to take a mo-
ment to acknowledge their hard work.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, reclaiming my time, I thank the
gentleman for that. It absolutely is a
team effort in this. I think the great-
ness that is this country is that when
in times of tragedy and times of need,
we can put many, many things aside
and come together.

As Mr. KIND pointed out so clearly,
to have Director Paulison from FEMA
on the ground within a matter of about
72 hours of this tragedy and Secretary
Chertoff from Homeland Security per-
sonally be on the ground to assess this,
and to have President Bush in Min-
nesota and guarantee that we would
get this declaration and then follow
through, I think the American public
should feel very, very good about that.

We have a lot of work to do, but the
word coming out of our district and the
word going to our staffs as they are
working with people is that in this
tragedy, they felt there was a face on a
faceless bureaucracy. They felt Amer-
ica was there for them. They felt they
could count on this body doing every-
thing they could. For that, I thank ev-
eryone in here. I encourage my col-
leagues to adopt the resolution to show
that continued solidarity.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 657, a resolution to
express sympathy for the victims of the thun-
derstorms that caused severe flooding during
August 2007 in the States of lllinois, lowa,
Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

| rise once again, as | did in May in the
wake of devastating forest fire in the Gunflint
Trail area in my district and again in August
after the tragic collapse of the Interstate 35W
bridge in Minneapolis, to express my heartfelt
sympathy to our fellow citizens in Minnesota,
and in surrounding States, in the aftermath of
the destruction.
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These severe floods serve as another re-
minder of the millions of men and women who
serve this nation as police officers, firefighters,
and emergency medical personnel who place
themselves in great danger every day in order
to protect each one of us. These well-trained,
highly-skilled individuals are truly on the front
lines in preparing for, responding to, and miti-
gating damages from a variety of hazards.
They deserve our deepest thanks and respect.

Twenty-four hours a day, every day of the
year, all over this country, when any type or
tragedy enters our lives, from a medical emer-
gency to a large-scale natural disaster, ter-
rorist attack, or other incident, our Nation’s
emergency responders are the first on the
scene to provide professional services, expert
help, aid and comfort. These heroic, selfless
individuals will tell you they are “just doing
their job”.

We rise today to also acknowledge and
praise the support of local businesses, the
American Red Cross, Catholic Charities, the
United Way, and the Salvation Army who con-
tributed to the local relief effort. Their bound-
less generosity and caring are just one of the
pillars of recovery on which we have come to
rely.

While we can never adequately express our
gratitude to the organizations and the brave
men and women who serve as our first re-
sponders, this resolution is a fitting tribute.

| strongly support this resolution and urge its
passage.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the courageous people of
southeastern Minnesota who have banded to-
gether to rebuild their communities after the
devastating floods this past August.

Minnesota has had a tough summer with
the unanticipated bridge collapse in the Twin
cities and now extensive flooding in numerous
smaller communities. Minnesota is known for
its strong spirited communities and for how
people come together to help one another in
times of crisis. There is much to be admired
in the way Minnesotans reached out to help
their fellow neighbors.

It reminds me of how truly devastating
storms can be. In 1997 and 2001, my district
saw some terrible flooding along the Red
River and its tributaries. | remember how hard
it was for people to rebuild their lives, to have
to start all over again after losing everything.

Flood recovery is a long and hard road, but
| know that southeastern Minnesota has the
support of the Minnesota legislature, the Min-
nesota Congressional Delegation and others
across the State who have pitched in to help
rebuild. | also want to commend the Min-
nesota National Guard and local officials, and
those everyday heroes amongst us who saved
lives, led their communities and helped to pro-
vide relief for all who needed it.

My heart goes out to the families that have
lost loved ones and to those who have suf-
fered injury in that devastating flooding. | pray
that the healing will be swift and that your
communities will recover and rebuild, stronger
than ever.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 657,
as amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY ECO-
NOMIC POWERS ENHANCEMENT
ACT

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1612) to amend the penalty
provisions in the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 1612

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers En-
hancement Act”.

SEC. 2. INCREASED PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS
OF IEEPA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1705) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 206. PENALTIES.

‘‘(a) UNLAWFUL AcCTS.—It shall be unlawful
for a person to violate, attempt to violate,
conspire to violate, or cause a violation of
any license, order, regulation, or prohibition
issued under this title.

‘“(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—A civil penalty may
be imposed on any person who commits an
unlawful act described in subsection (a) in an
amount not to exceed the greater of—

(1) $250,000; or

‘(2) an amount that is twice the amount of
the transaction that is the basis of the viola-
tion with respect to which the penalty is im-
posed.

‘‘(c) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—A person who
willfully commits, willfully attempts to
commit, or willfully conspires to commit, or
aids or abets in the commission of, an unlaw-
ful act described in subsection (a) shall, upon
conviction, be fined not more than $1,000,000,
or if a natural person, may be imprisoned for
not more than 20 years, or both.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) CIVIL PENALTIES.—Section 206(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, as amended by subsection (a), shall
apply to violations described in section
206(a) of such Act with respect to which en-
forcement action is pending or commenced
on or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(2) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Section 206(c) of
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act, as amended by subsection (a), shall
apply to violations described in section
206(a) of such Act with respect to which en-
forcement action is commenced on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

‘‘(c) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—A person who
willfully commits, willfully attempts to
commit, or willfully conspires to commit, or
aids or abets in the commission of, an unlaw-
ful act described in subsection (a) shall, upon
conviction, be fined not more than $1,000,000,
or if a natural person, may be imprisoned for
not more than 20 years, or both.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) applies to violations
described in section 206 of the International
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Emergency Economic Powers Act (560 U.S.C.
1705) with respect to which enforcement ac-
tion is pending or commenced on or after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this bill, and yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, IEEPA,
has over the years enabled the United
States on various occasions to impose
significant economic sanctions and
limitations on terrorists, terrorist
groups and their supporters, on fin-
anciers and on some of the worst rogue
regimes in the world. It has allowed
three Presidents to keep the U.S. dual-
use export control system in operation
against the efforts of states like Iran
and North Korea to require sensitive
dual-use technology and equipment.

IEEPA has accomplished this goal,
even though Congress has been unable
to reauthorize the long-expired Export
Administration Act, and I hope that
later in this Congress we do reauthor-
ize the Export Administration Act.
That act was the original basis for the
system of export control which is now
handled through IEEPA.

Immediately after 9/11, IEEPA au-
thority was used to freeze the assets of
terrorist, terrorist organizations and
their supporters and to hobble the
international terrorist network that
sought and still seeks to kill and maim
innocent Americans. Yet the penalties
for violating IEEPA’s provisions are
lighter than they should be. Send $1
million as a gift to Osama bin Laden
and you get as a maximum penalty a
$50,000 fine and 10 years in prison under
the act. The same is true for unlawful
exports of sensitive commercial tech-
nology, equipment and components
that have military applications that
are controlled for national security
purposes.
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If you send a milling machine for
shaping nuclear warhead cores to ei-
ther Iran or North Korea, the same
maximum fine and prison terms under
the act apply.

This bill increases the penalties to a
level that I think is consistent with
the importance of making sure that
Americans do not, whether for ideolog-
ical reasons or financial gain, delib-
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erately violate our efforts to control
terrorism and to prevent the spread of
weapons of mass destruction.

S. 1612 increases civil penalties from
$50,000 up to $250,000, or to an amount
that is twice the amount of the trans-
action that is the basis of the violation
with respect to which the penalty is
imposed. It also increases criminal
penalties for willful violations from
$50,000 up to $1 million and/or imprison-
ment for not more than 20 years. This
increase in penalties is appropriate
given the importance of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers
Act to our national security. I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1612. S. 1612 is legislation which signifi-
cantly increases the enforcement and
deterrent effects of sanctions and ex-
port control violations imposed under
the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, otherwise known as
IEEPA.

Through this law, the President may
respond to unusual and extraordinary
threats originating in substantial part
outside of the United States by, among
other things, prohibiting transactions
associated with particular entities or
countries.

In other words, IEEPA authorizes the
President to impose economic and fi-
nancial sanctions against certain for-
eign threats to the U.S. and our inter-
ests around the world. An example of
success was the use of these tools to
bring North Korea back to the bar-
gaining table to eliminate their nu-
clear program.

IEEPA is also vital to U.S. national
security because it continues the ex-
pired Export Administration Act in full
force, allowing the Department of
Commerce to carry out its mission of
ensuring sensitive goods and tech-
nologies do not fall into the hands of
our adversaries. It is important to keep
the EAA in force so violators do not es-
cape the penalties of the law on a mere
technicality.

I would like to take the time to re-
spectfully remind the administration
that IEEPA brings the entire Export
Administration Act into force, not just
certain provisions.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation would
remove existing barriers to meaningful
enforcement of U.S. sanctions against
terrorist financers, proliferators of
weapons of mass destruction, Iran,
Sudan, and other threats under IEEPA.

Current penalties under IEEPA do
not constitute an effective deterrent to
entities that violate the law by engag-
ing in prohibited transactions.

The legislation will remedy that
problem by increasing civil penalties
from $50,000 to $250,000 and increasing
criminal penalties for willful violations
to $1 million with a maximum jail sen-
tence of 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, while I strongly support
this increase in penalties to willful and
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