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voted against the first version of the
SCHIP legislation that came through
the House. I thought it was
unaffordable, and over half the bill
wasn’t for kids at all; it was for senior
citizens.

This bill is tightly focused on poor
children. Poor children, only up to 200
percent of poverty, not the $80,000 you
may have been hearing about on talk
radio. These are the Tiny Tims of the
United States. President Bush should
not want to play Ebenezer Scrooge in
this play.

———

IN MEMORY OF HARRY SHULER
DENT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Harry Shuler Dent passed
away Friday. The Charleston Post and
Courier recognized him as the father of
the present-day South Carolina Repub-
lican Party and White House southern
strategist.

Lee Bandy of Columbia’s The State
outlined Harry Dent’s successful career
as a journalist, chief of staff for Sen-
ator Strom Thurmond, State Repub-
lican Chairman, White House Deputy
Counsel, and founder of a multi-
national lay ministry.

I was grateful to see firsthand Har-
ry’s achievements. Under his leader-
ship, the South Carolina Republican
Party grew in the 1960s from no office-
holders to having majorities in the
State legislature, congressional delega-
tion and Statewide offices. In Romania
I watched his ministry take action and
provide medical equipment to a local
hospital.

His greatest achievement was to
marry his high school sweetheart,
Betty Francis Dent. In their 56 years of
marriage, they produced four out-
standing children, Harry, Jr., Jack,
Dolly and Ginny, along with nine
grandchildren.

As a political adviser, mission direc-
tor and dedicated family man, Harry
Dent has made an extraordinary dif-
ference to the people of South Caro-
lina.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

———————

PRESIDENT BUSH'S VETO THREAT
ON SCHIP

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, during a
speech at the 2004 National Convention,
President Bush made a promise to
cover America’s uninsured children.
The President said, ‘“‘In a new term we
will lead an aggressive effort to enroll
millions of poor children who are eligi-
ble but not signed up for the govern-
ment’s health insurance program.”’
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Last week, both this House and the
Senate passed a bill to reauthorize the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, or SCHIP, which provides health
coverage for children in low-income
families who would otherwise be unin-
sured. This bipartisan bill will allow 4
million children who are currently eli-
gible for SCHIP, but not yet enrolled,
to now receive coverage. In fact, it does
just what President Bush said he would
do if America reelected him. But de-
spite this election year promise, Presi-
dent Bush is now threatening to veto
the bipartisan SCHIP reauthorization
act.

Mr. Speaker, if the President vetoes
this much-needed legislation, he will
be breaking his election year campaign
promise to enroll millions of currently
eligible but uninsured children in the
SCHIP program. I hope the President
will reconsider his veto threat and in-
stead hold to his promise to strengthen
the SCHIP program.

—————

BURMA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the peaceful
protestors in Burma deserve our sup-
port, and the brutal generals in charge
of the SPDC must be held accountable.

Reports on the number of deaths or-
dered by the dictatorship range from
hundreds to thousands. It’s difficult to
get specific numbers, particularly as
other reports detail the regime burning
dead bodies so that no one can get an
accurate count of the dead and dis-
appeared.

One new image shows the badly
bruised and semi-dressed body of a
Buddhist monk floating face down in
the Rangoon River.

The regime has also no respect for
journalists. A Japanese journalist was
shot point blank by the dictator’s
troops, and the regime detained other
journalists.

One senior Burmese intelligence offi-
cial is claiming that thousands of pro-
testers are dead, and the bodies of hun-
dreds of executed monks have been
dumped in the jungle.

We must do everything possible to
press the regime to stop the killing and
detentions. This includes sanctions
against the regime, specifically freez-
ing bank accounts of members of the
dictatorship.

The people of Burma deserve to live
in peace and freedom.

————
WHAT KIND OF NATION ARE WE?

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, what kind
of Nation are we? And is anyone really
listening?

Forty-seven million citizens have no
health care coverage at all. Zero. And
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the costs, the costs for care are simply
impossible to pay. People cannot afford
to pay for their pills, for their doctor
bills, for their hospital tests and treat-
ments. They can’t even afford their
cancer treatments. And why? It’s sim-
ple. They don’t have the money.

And what kind of Nation are we
when, in Shawano County in Wisconsin
at the courthouse, 19 out of 20 families
going bankrupt do so because they
can’t pay their medical bills?

We need a uniquely American solu-
tion to this crisis and we need it now
because my patients can’t hold their
breath any longer.

Mr. Speaker what kind of Nation are
we? Let’s all agree here, right now and
right here to change this situation.
This is a national disgrace. My con-
stituents are listening and so are
yours. Let’s end this national night-
mare and guarantee access to afford-
able care for everyone everywhere in
these United States.

——
THE BACK DOOR IS OPEN

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office is in the
border crossing business. Like the
illegals, drug dealers, smugglers that
cross both our southern and northern
borders at will, GAO investigators re-
cently crossed undetected from Canada
into the United States in three dif-
ferent areas with, get this, red duffel
bags of radioactive material, deto-
nators and narcotics. They crossed
with no problem, and no border agent
was anywhere in sight.

On the 5,000-mile Canadian border,
there are no more than 250 border
agents on duty at any given time ac-
cording to a deputy chief of the Border
Patrol. It sounds easy to slip back and
forth unnoticed across the border.

A GAO investigator said that ‘‘there
were substantial vulnerabilities on the
northern border to terrorists and
criminals entering the United States
undetected’’. While America’s watch-
ing the front door to illegal crossing at
the southern border, the back door is
wide open to unwanted illegal guests
on the northern border.

Homeland Security needs to get seri-
ous about homeland security and shut
the open doors to our homeland.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

REAL AND MEANINGFUL CHANGE
IN CONGRESS

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I'm
proud to be a Member of this Congress
which has delivered to the American
people real and meaningful change. We
are fiscally responsible. We have insti-
tuted pay-as-you-go rules and deficit
reduction discipline.

Where our majority has made real
progress is by creating greater oppor-
tunity and a chance for prosperity for
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all. Already we have reduced the cost
on student loans and increased the size
of Pell Grant scholarships, and Presi-
dent Bush signed our college afford-
ability bill into law last week. We
thank him.

We gave millions of Americans a pay
raise by increasing the minimum wage
and restored government oversight
lacking for the last 6 years, saving bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars and exposing
corruption. These investments, done
for all Americans, are a few examples
of how this Congress is taking America
in a new direction.

———

EXPAND OUR NATION’S EXPORT
MARKETS

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of expanding
our Nation’s export markets. Last
week Congress was challenged to im-
plement the proposed free trade agree-
ment with Peru. It is a challenge we
need to meet.

The agreement laid on the table will
create significant new opportunities
for American farmers, ranchers, busi-
nesses and consumers by opening new
markets and reducing trade barriers.

Nebraska’s agriculture producers,
manufacturers and service providers
deserve more access to foreign mar-
kets. Last month I hosted a forum on
the importance of exports for Nebraska
and the United States.

Trade supports nearly one in five jobs
in Nebraska, and Nebraska exported
$2.8 billion worth of agriculture prod-
ucts in 2005.

Opening new export markets has long
been a priority of mine. It goes without
saying that agriculture markets are
tremendously important to my district
and the Nation as a whole, and I hope
to help Nebraska’s products continue
to compete in the global marketplace.

————

PRESIDENT BUSH’'S VETO THREAT
ON CHIP

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, Congress passed legisla-
tion, of course, to reauthorize the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. It’s a
bipartisan bill, provides health cov-
erage to 10 million low-income Ameri-
cans. It’s fully paid for, no change in
eligibility requirements. And the
President says he’s going to veto it be-
cause it’s going to lead to ‘‘socialized
medicine.”

We’ve had children who have received
access to doctors for years. Many
States have done it on their own. The
Federal Government has supported it
with the children’s health care initia-
tive. And what’s happened? Children
have been able to see a doctor. Parents
have gone to bed at night with the con-
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fidence that if their child was sick
they’d have access to health care.

It is bipartisan. Republican Senator
SUSAN COLLINS said, “‘I can’t believe
the President would veto a program
that benefits low-income children.”’

CHARLES GRASSLEY: ‘“The President’s
understanding of our bill is wrong. I
urge him to reconsider.”

Senator HATCH: ‘“We’re talking about
kids who basically don’t have cov-
erage.”’

No justification for this veto, Mr.
President. Change your mind.

AUTO INDUSTRY MOVING TOWARD
A BRIGHTER FUTURE

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, the recent contract nego-
tiated by General Motors and the
United Auto Workers was really a his-
toric watershed for the domestic auto
industry.

By tackling the very tough issues of
pension reform and job security and,
most importantly, health care reform,
the industry is now poised to compete
and win against foreign competitors.

The domestic auto industry has mo-
mentum in moving toward a brighter
future, a future that will include high-
tech alternative fuel vehicles that will
help us reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil.

I had the opportunity actually last
week to check out one of these vehi-
cles. This was the Ford Edge powered
by a lithium ion battery. This is a ve-
hicle that uses no gas and its only
emission is actually water.

That is the future if we join the
cause. This Congress needs to partner
with the domestic auto industry and
the UAW to ensure that we produce
those automobiles right here in Amer-
ica.

What we should not do is enact dra-
conian fuel economy standards that
will stifle innovation, assist our for-
eign competitors and kill American
jobs. Both management and labor are
doing their jobs to strengthen the in-
dustry. Now is the time for Congress to
step up and do ours. Focus on the fu-
ture, focus on technology, and focus on
American jobs.

———
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DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS PASSES
BILL THAT FORCES BUSH AD-
MINISTRATION TO PLAN FOR RE-
DEPLOYMENT

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
when President Bush announced that
he was keeping the troop escalation
plan in effect until next summer, it
was clear that he had no plan for end-

October 2, 2007

ing the war in Iraq. In fact, the admin-
istration admits that they see our
troops remaining in Iraq for at least 10
more years.

President Bush continues with the
status quo in Iraq even though the
Iraqi Government is not fulfilling its
promise to meet the political bench-
marks that were outlined by President
Bush himself earlier this year.

House Democrats are not going to
tolerate another decade of our troops
serving as referees in a civil war. And
while this Congress cannot force the
President to change course in Iraq
until some of our Republican col-
leagues break ranks with the adminis-
tration, I think that they even see the
value in forcing this administration to
finally come up with an exit strategy
that is strategic in purpose.

Today the House will vote on legisla-
tion that would require the President
and his administration to develop and
submit a comprehensive redeployment
strategy within the next 60 days. This
war cannot go on indefinitely, and this
administration needs to begin pre-
paring for the day that we can finally
bring our troops home.

——

URGING THE PRESIDENT TO VETO
THE DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS’S
SCHIP BILL

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, in 1998 the
Republican Congress enacted the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
to help children of families near pov-
erty.

But now, true to their big govern-
ment agenda, the Democrat Congress
has sent the President a massive in-
crease in the SCHIP program that will
usher in a new era of socialized medi-
cine in America. This bill will take a
program designed to help children near
the poverty level and expand it to in-
clude families with incomes of up to
$83,000 a year, and Democrats would
pay for this middle-class entitlement
with a 61 cent per-pack tax increase on
cigarettes.

Let’s provide health insurance for
children of the poor and the near poor,
but let’s reject a liberal Democratic
Congress’s attempt to create middle-
class entitlements on the backs of
American smokers.

Mr. President, veto this bill.

———

MOURNING TAYLOR BRADFORD
AND URGING CONGRESS TO PASS
THE COPS BILL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday
night a football player, a young man
named Taylor Bradford on the Univer-
sity of Memphis football team, was
murdered on our campus. The football
team, the City of Memphis, and the
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