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Amundson, Jr. He was Kkilled in Af-
ghanistan. He was from Woodlands,
Texas. He was a corporal in the United
States Army.

The blue star banners are very simi-
lar to this except in the middle there is
a blue star rather than a gold star. And
when that son or daughter is killed in
combat, the gold star is superimposed
over the blue one. These banners have
been carried throughout all of Amer-
ica’s wars since World War I and ap-
plies to sons and daughters Kkilled in
war.

So yesterday these mothers of the
fallen were there. And standing guard
around them were the Patriot Guard
motorcycle members, rugged Vietnam
veterans who escort the fallen to this
cemetery for burial. There was a 21-gun
salute. Then after all of the speeches,
these women were given yellow roses
from Texas and the buglers played
Taps for the fallen.

Madam Speaker, as a father of four, I
can think of nothing worse than to lose
one of my own kids. No parent wants
their son or daughter killed in un-
known foreign lands. No parent wants
their child to predecease them, and no
parent wants their child to die in their
youth. But it happens, and the grief
can only be understood by other such
parents.

As Congressman GREEN said yester-
day, ‘“Even the greatest heart surgeon
in the world, Dr. Michael DeBakey,
cannot repair such a broken heart of a
mother like this.”

Mothers are special, especially the
mothers of those who wear the Amer-
ican uniform. Those who keep statis-
tics on the last words of soldiers say
more often than not that the dying
words of many soldiers in combat is,
‘“Mother, mother.”

It seems to me the strongest bond in
all of creation is the bond between a
mother and her child. The good Lord
made it that way on purpose, and when
that bond is broken by the loss of a
child, that wound just never heals.

Madam Speaker, one out of every
nine people in the military is from the
State of Texas, and about 400 Texans,
10 percent of the total killed of 4,000,
have been killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Yet sons and daughters through-
out America continue to join our mili-
tary knowing that they will no doubt
go into the desert of the sun and the
valley of the gun, and they leave be-
hind their parents, their mothers.

So as we show honor and respect to
America’s children who serve, let us
show American compassion and ulti-
mate gratitude for the mothers of
those troops who display the Gold Star
sacrifice from their windows. And the
next time we pass a house with one of
these gold stars, one of these 4,000
throughout the United States, and they
are being displayed in the window,
maybe we should stop and say a prayer
and say ‘‘thank you’ because of that
special mother who gave that child for
the rest of us.

And that’s just the way it is.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HALL of New York addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——————

COMMUNISM DOESN'T WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I want to comment right now
on a little article that was in the
paper. Probably most Americans didn’t
see it today. But I followed what went
on in Zimbabwe a long time ago when
the communist leader, Mr. Mugabe,
took over. He said they were going to
make that country greater because of
the movement towards communism.

Well, here is what happened since he
took office: The government says that
it is going to have to import 100 tons of
extra wheat but that is still going to be
really short of the 375,000 tons that
they need to feed their people. And the
United Nations World Food Programme
estimates that at least 3 million people
will need emergency food aid in
Zimbabwe before the April corn har-
vest.

Communism simply doesn’t work. It
hasn’t worked in the past. It didn’t
work in the Soviet Union, and it hasn’t
worked in Zimbabwe or other places.
And we ought to be very thankful that
we live in a democratic republic in this
country. And we ought to do every-
thing we can to help those living under
the yoke of communism and do every-
thing to can to make them free.

I think it is extremely important be-
cause when you go to those countries,
as I have, and you see what those peo-
ple have to live like and you see the
starvation, little children with big bel-
lies because they don’t have the food
they need, you realize that the com-
munist menace is very, very costly
anyplace it occurs in the whole world.

———
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PERU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise
this evening in strong opposition to the
pending Peru Free Trade Agreement.
NAFTA promised Americans 200,000
new NAFTA jobs, higher wages and an
increasing U.S. trade surplus with Mex-
ico, just to name a few. Now, nearly 15
years later, the evidence shows that
NAFTA has failed to make good on its
promises.

In fact, in many areas in which bene-
fits were promised, conditions are
worse than before NAFTA went into ef-
fect. For example, in direct contradic-
tion to the promises of NAFTA, nearly
1 million jobs were destroyed directly
by the NAFTA free trade deal.

My district, in particular, has suf-
fered the loss of 1,600 jobs; and NAFTA
forced Maytag to leave Galesburg, Illi-
nois, for Sonora, Mexico. And just last
week, it was announced that Carrhart
Manufacturing, a clothing company,
will cease production and move to Mex-
ico at the end of December.

Every aspect of the city of Galesburg
is hurting. The economy, the schools,
the small businesses that feed into
these plants, and the citizens have lost
their spirit. Now Galesburg is trying to
rebuild its identity, but I fear that the
Peru FTA promises more of the same.

The proposed Peru FTA would rep-
licate, and in some instances expand,
on many of the most devastating provi-
sions of the flawed NAFTA-CAFTA
model. First, the Peru FTA preserves
many of the CAFTA terms providing
extreme foreign investor rights. The
provisions in the Peru FTA allow for-
eign investors to skirt U.S. courts and
laws and give foreign investors the au-
thority to sue the United States Gov-
ernment in foreign tribunals for vio-
lating their FTA-granted rights.

Second, the Peru Free Trade Agree-
ment includes the NAFTA-CAFTA pro-
curement chapters on Buy America and
anti-offshoring policies. The FTA re-
quires foreign firms be treated the
same as American firms seeking gov-
ernment contracts, challenging our
right to invest tax dollars into Amer-
ican jobs and businesses.

Several groups have publicly opposed
the Peru FTA for those very reasons,
including the two largest trade unions
in Peru.

The September 17 Change to Win Co-
alition letter states: ‘‘Chapters of the
Bush-negotiated FTA that literally
replicate job-killing aspects of the core
NAFTA-CAFTA model have not been
addressed. Not one word was changed
from the Bush-negotiated text.”

In addition, the Interfaith Working
Group on Trade and Investment re-
leased a statement saying: ‘‘Based on
our experience with NAFTA and
CAFTA, the U.S.-Peru FTA will cause
lost livelihoods in rural communities,
reduce access to life-saving medication
and perpetuate the global ‘race to the
bottom’ for workers and environmental
protection.”

But to make matters worse, no one
seems to have faith in this President to
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enforce the labor standards negotiated
in the May 10 agreement. This adminis-
tration cannot and will not enforce
American worker safety right here in
the United States.

In a statement released on May 11,
AFL-CIO President, John Sweeney, re-
minded us of the Bush administration’s
past failures by saying: ‘“The Bush vio-
lations against nations like Jordan and
China remind us there is no guarantee
the executive branch will enforce any
new rights workers may gain through
these negotiations.”

The machinists labor union echoed
Mr. Sweeney’s statement in a letter to
Congress dated August 2. It states: “We
are well aware of this administration’s
dismal record when it comes to work-
ers’ rights. For example, it has refused
to issue a trade complaint against
China for workers’ rights violations de-
scribed fully in AFL-CIO submissions.
Given its past record, we fear that this
administration will simply ignore even
the most egregious labor violations.”

Recently, I received a letter from two
Peruvian labor federations concerned
about the labor provisions in the pend-
ing FTA.

Madam Speaker, our trade policies
must start to serve the interests of
America’s working families and work-
ers around the globe. We can do better.
We need to overhaul our trade read-
justment program. We need to cal-
culate the loss of American jobs when
this bill goes into effect, and we need
to remember that our majority is here
because working men and women de-
manded that we look out for them and
their families.

Let’s slow down, vote ‘‘no’ on this
trade deal, and stand up to those peo-
ple who stood up for us. That, Madam
Speaker, is the very least that we can
do. I urge my colleagues to please vote
““no”” on the Peru agreement.

——————

FREE THE CUBAN POLITICAL
PRISONERS AND PRISONERS OF
CONSCIENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN
D1AZ-BALART) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Madam Speaker, pro-democ-
racy activists inside Cuba report that
an undetermined number of dissidents
were detained by the dictatorship on
the morning of September 27. The dis-
sidents were on their way to partici-
pate in peaceful activities to request
the release of political prisoners.

Those detained in Cuba on September
27 include Martha Beatriz Roque, Jorge
Luis Garcia Perez ‘‘Antunez,” Blas
Augusto Fortun Martinez, Yubi
Diosenegui Pernet Perez, Alicia Mar-
tinez Guevara, Alejandro Gabriel Mar-
tinez Martinez, Guillermo Perez Year,
Amado Ruiz Moreno, Carlos Cordero
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Paez, Idania Yanes Contreras, Yesmi
Elena Mena Silvano, Jose Diaz Silva,
Georgina Noa Montes, Arturo Mont-
gomery Alonso, Roberto de Jesus
Guerra Perez, Yunieski Garcia Lopez,
Lester Fernandez Zamora, Felix Reyes
Gutierrez, Yoel Espinosa Medrano,
Ariel Orama Martin, Angel Raul Perez
Gavilan, Javier Delgado Torres, Carlos
Michael Morales Rodriguez, and others
whose names I do not have. At this
time it is unknown how many of the
detained dissidents have been released
and how many will be kept in confine-
ment. It is up to the whim of the ailing
tyrant.

The list of political prisoners lan-
guishing in Cuban prisons is long,
Madam Speaker. Sixty dissidents who
were peacefully expressing their oppo-
sition to the dictatorship remain in
prison since the regime’s brutal crack-
down of March 2003, joining hundreds of
other political prisoners. Reporters
Without Borders reports that there are
at least 23 journalists languishing in
abysmal conditions in Cuban prisons.

The Miami Herald today published a
very important editorial about omne
such journalist. I think it’s an editorial
that deserves commendation and atten-
tion. It reads as follows:

Normando Hernandez Gonzalez may die for
exercising free speech in Cuba. An inde-
pendent journalist, he has been imprisoned
since Cuba’s crackdown on dissidents in
April 2003. Now he is so critically ill that he
was transferred to a Havana military hos-
pital last week.

It is bad enough that Mr. Hernandez Gon-
zalez, 39, is serving a 25-year sentence for
criticizing the government, something peo-
ple in free countries do every day. Yet things
could get worse. Returning him to prison
would be a death sentence. This is where he
contracted serious ailments, chronic diges-
tive disorders and tuberculosis among them.
Even if his condition were to improve in the
hospital, he would not last long in the filthy
cells and eating the food given to political
prisoners.

The hope now is that Cuba will free Mr.
Hernandez Gonzalez and allow him to leave
the country and soon. International pressure
is needed.

To their credit, legislators in Costa Rica
granted Mr. Hernandez Gonzalez a humani-
tarian visa in April. Cuban authorities re-
fused to honor the visa. But a recent move
appeared to get Cuba’s attention. Jose
Manuel Echandi Meza, a Costa Rican law-
maker, filed a formal complaint with the
U.N. Human Rights Commission two weeks
ago that accuses Cuba of torturing Mr. Her-
nandez Gonzalez by denying him proper med-
ical treatment. The following day, he was
sent to the Havana hospital. He appears to
be getting some medical treatment, accord-
ing to his wife.

That wasn’t the case before. Mr. Hernandez
Gonzalez has been deteriorating since his
first year in prison. He has been beaten,
placed in solitary confinement and repeat-
edly denied access to basic medical care. He
blames overcrowded, vermin-filled cells and
contaminated food and water for his mul-
tiple illnesses. He suffers nausea, diarrhea,
fever, fainting spells and weight loss.

Last December, he was rushed from his
prison to a hospital in Camaguey. There he
was placed in a room with no furniture. His
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food was thrown under the door. He returned
to prison untreated. While Cuba boasts of its
health care system, it denies political pris-
oners basic care.

PEN, a writers advocacy group, awarded
Mr. Hernandez Gonzalez its prestigious Free-
dom to Write Award earlier this year. For
more information on his case, go to PEN’s
Web site at www.pen.org. Let the world know
that Mr. Hernandez Gonzalez and hundreds of
other political prisoners haven’t been forgot-
ten. All of them should be released.”

Now, Madam Speaker, the same week
that approximately 30 dissidents were
rounded up and thrown in dungeons by
the Cuban dictatorship, the Spanish
Government of Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero decided to unilaterally break
the European Union’s ‘“‘Common Posi-
tion” on Cuba, by entering into a co-
operation agreement with the Cuban
tyranny.

Mr. Rodriguez Zapatero and his gov-
ernment thus continue to act as the
Castro brothers’ most zealous advo-
cates in Europe, and they deserve the
condemnation of all freedom-loving
men and women for their disgraceful
actions.

I renew tonight my call for the im-
mediate liberation of all political pris-
oners and prisoners of conscience in to-
talitarian Cuba and urge international
solidarity for them and for their right
to be released immediately and uncon-
ditionally, all of them, now.

OPPOSE THE PERU FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker,
many of the newly elected freshmen
campaigned on a platform of ensuring a
significant change of course from the
Bush trade policy.

The Peru Free Trade Agreement is
based on the same flawed NAFTA-
CAFTA model that has been so dev-
astating to industries all across our
Nation.

While I campaigned for this seat 5
years ago, the cornerstone of my cam-
paign also was to fix our broken trade
policies. I've seen firsthand what they
have done to the State of Maine.

I firmly believe that in order to ad-
dress our trade imbalance, we have to
change the trade model. The Peru Free
Trade Agreement is the same old model
with a little lipstick.

There is overwhelming opposition to
the agreement by unions, environ-
mental, consumer and small business
groups. They’re all asking Congress to
oppose the Peru FTA. Who supports the
bill? The large multinational corpora-
tions, Big Business, does.

When Tom Donahue, president of the
United States Chamber of Commerce,
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