H11042

being a valiant member of our armed forces,
Corporal Boxler was a Suffield native and an
Eagle Scout. Renaming the post office in his
honor would be an especially fitting tribute
to Corporal Bixler because it will be a last-
ing reminder of his selfless service to our na-
tion.

I join with State Representative Ruth
Fahrbach, Suffield’s Board of Selectmen and
numerous residents of Suffield, in urging you
to pursue this legislation to preserve the
memory of one of our fallen heroes.

Very truly yours,
M. JobDI RELL,
Governor.
STATE OF CONNECTICUT SENATE,
STATE CAPITOL,
Hartford, CT, July 26, 2007.
Congressman JOE COURTNEY,
Enfield, CT.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN COURTNEY: Thank you
for contacting me in regards to naming the
Suffield Post Office in honor of Corporal Ste-
phen Bixler. Although such a gesture can
never make up for the loss of such a brave
young man, I believe that honoring his life
in this way will be a source of comfort to his
family and friends. Corporal Bixler, who self-
lessly gave his life for his country, fellow
servicemembers, and all of us, deserves to be
commemorated for his bravery and sacrifice.
It is my hope that you will introduce this
legislation to Congress and that the Suffield
Post Office will be dedicated to the life of
Corporal Bixler.

Thank you again for asking my thoughts
on this issue. It was my pleasure to write in
support of this wonderful young man, his
family, and his friends.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. KISSEL,
State Senator—7th District.
STATE OF CONNECTICUT,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
July 11, 2007.
Re: Suffield Post Office Comment Period

Hon. JOE COURTNEY,
Member of Congress,
Enfield, CT.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN COURTNEY: Thank you
for the opportunity to comment on the re-
quest to name the Suffield Post Office for
Corporal Stephen R. Bixler.

When Kevin Goff first contacted me about
his suggestion to name the post office for
Stephen, I thought it was an excellent idea.
I suggested that he start by first contacting
the Suffield Postmaster.

The death of Corporal Bixler brought to-
gether a community very divided on the war
in Iraq. Residents lined the streets when his
remains were transported from Bradley
International Airport to the funeral home.
Hundreds of friends, relatives and strangers
attended his wake to show their love and
support and to give thanks for his service
and sacrifice to his country as well as to
show support for grieving family members.
As the funeral procession drove past the
Suffield Post Office to the church, Suffield
postal employees lined the street outside.
(Stephen’s father is a postal employee.)
McAlister Elementary School students and
teachers just across the street lined the
route as well. Sacred Heart Church was over-
flowing with mourners.

I had the pleasure of presenting Stephen
with a citation when he received his Eagle
Scout award. He was an inspiration and set a
positive example to the younger boys in his
troop. To Stephen, achieving the rank of
BEagle Scout was not just about accumu-
lating badges. It was about guiding younger
scouts to achieve their goals assisting them
in any way that he could and setting a posi-
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tive example for those who were to follow.
Not because he had to but because that was
who he was. Stephen accomplished much in
his short life. Since I am not a resident of
Suffield, I would defer to those who have de-
cided to honor Corporal Bixler in this man-
ner. I will say that in my opinion, naming
the Suffield Post Office in honor of Corporal
Stephen R. Bixler is appropriate, and well
deserved and I am hopeful that Suffield resi-
dents agree.
Sincerely,
RUTH FAHRBACH,
House Republican Whip.
TOWN OF SUFFIELD,
SELECTMEN’S OFFICE,
July 19, 2007.
Congressman JOE COURTNEY,
Enfield, CT.

DEAR  CONGRESSMAN  COURTNEY: The
Suffield Board of Selectmen strongly sup-
ports any and all efforts to name the Suffield
Post Office in honor of Corporal Stephen R.
Bixler. The Board of Selectmen voted unani-
mously at their July 18, 2007 meeting to sup-
port this proposal. The naming of the
Suffield Post Office in honor of Corporal
Bixler is an appropriate tribute to a man
who sacrificed his life for our Country.

The loss of Corporal Bixler had a profound
impact on the Town of Suffield and the resi-
dents of Suffield have made great efforts to
recognize this hero. The Board of Selectmen,
on behalf of the residents of Suffield, would
like to thank you for your continued efforts
to name the Suffield Post Office in honor of
Corporal Bixler and will provide any further
support you may need in this endeavor.

Very truly yours,
SCOTT R. LINGENFELTER,
First Selectman.
JULY 9, 2007.
Hon. JOE COURTNEY,
Congress of the United States,
Enfield, CT.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE COURTNEY: I would
like to lend my support to the suggestion
that the Suffield Post Office located at 235
Mountain Road be named in honor of Cor-
poral Stephen R. Bixler, United States Ma-
rine Corps. I believe that this would be a fit-
ting tribute to a man who gave his life for
his country. I am a member of the Suffield
Board of Selectman, and I will ask our First
Selectman to add an agenda item to our next
meeting supporting this proposal.

Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,
TIMOTHY J. REYNOLDS,
Selectman, Town of Suffield.

The excerpts of the letters, which Mr.
WESTMORELAND was kind enough to
share with the House, I think again de-
scribe an extraordinary person who
every day as people drive by that post
office and young children come in and
ask their parents who that name is, it
would be a fitting tribute and an inspi-
ration of human excellence and cour-
age, which all of us should try to aspire
to.

And, again, I urge strong support for
this measure which is a fitting tribute
to an extraordinary young man.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam
Speaker, I have no further speakers,
and I would like to encourage all my
colleagues to vote affirmative on H.R.
3325 honoring this brave young marine
who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our
freedom and country.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, like my
colleague from Georgia (Mr. WEST-
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MORELAND), I urge my colleagues to
vote favorably for H.R. 3325, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3325.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

PHILIP A. BADDOUR, SR. POST
OFFICE

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3382) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 200 North William Street in
Goldsboro, North Carolina, as the
“Philip A. Baddour, Sr. Post Office’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3382

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PHILIP A. BADDOUR, SR. POST OF-
ICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 200
North William Street in Goldsboro, North
Carolina, shall be known and designated as
the “Philip A. Baddour, Sr. Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Philip A. Baddour, Sr.
Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, as a
member of the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, I
am pleased to join my colleague in con-
sideration of H.R. 3382, which names a
postal facility in Goldsboro, North
Carolina, after Philip A. Baddour, Sr.

H.R. 3382 was introduced by Rep-
resentative G.K. BUTTERFIELD on
March 1, 2007, and was reported from
the Oversight Committee on Sep-
tember 20, 2007, by a voice vote. This
measure has the support of the entire
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North Carolina congressional delega-
tion.

Mr. Baddour was born on March 16,
1915. He was a business and civic leader
in Goldsboro, North Carolina. He was a
merchant for over 30 years and served
on the city council from 1979 until 1995.
During his tenure on the council, he
also served as mayor pro tempore.

Upon his retirement as a city coun-
cilman, Mr. Baddour was honored with
a key to the City of Goldsboro and a
resolution from the North Carolina
League of Municipalities for his years
of public service. Former Governor Jim
Hunt honored him as a recipient of the
Long Leaf Pine. Mr. Baddour died on
April 6, 2002.

Madam Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative BUTTERFIELD,
for introducing this legislation, and I
urge the swift passage of this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

I rise today to join my fellow Mem-
bers of Congress in recognizing Philip
Baddour, Sr., and his extraordinary
contributions to Goldsboro, North
Carolina. A steadfast business and civic
leader, Mr. Baddour served on the
Goldsboro City Council from 1979 to
1995 and owned several downtown busi-
nesses.

Mr. Baddour passed away in April
2002 at the age of 87. As a young man,
he served in World War II. After the
war, he returned to Goldsboro, North
Carolina, where he married his wife,
Louise, and was the father of four sons.

He was known for his love of the
community and affection for what he
called the ‘‘little man,” the average
working person in Goldsboro.

As the son of Lebanese immigrants,
his desire to give back to the commu-
nity that had welcomed him when he
was just an infant took many paths. He
served as a director of Wayside Fellow-
ship, was active in Boy Scouts, Lions
Club, and St. Mary’s Catholic Church.

Mr. Baddour’s popularity as a public
servant was a result of his compassion
and interest in helping his fellow citi-
zens. He also felt it his civic duty to
wisely spend the taxpayers’ money
while delivering needed city improve-
ment projects. His legacy of sacrifice
and service to others is a wonderful ex-
ample to his children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren, and the citi-
zens of Goldsboro.

With gratitude for his devotion to
the Goldsboro community, it is par-
ticularly fitting that we would rename
the William Street Post Office in his
honor.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to my friend from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I want to thank my friend and my
colleague, Mr. CLAY from Missouri, for
yielding this time to me to speak to
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this very important legislation. I also
want to thank Mr. WESTMORELAND for
his leadership on the committee. This
is a bipartisan piece of legislation that
I hope this body will pass unanimously.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my strong support for H.R. 3382
and to urge my colleagues to support
this legislation. I am the primary spon-
sor of H.R. 3382, and I'm proud to say
that I am joined by the entire North
Carolina delegation, both Democrat
and Republican. I am seeking to name
the post office located in the downtown
area of Goldsboro, North Carolina,
which incidentally is the home of Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base. We’re
seeking to name this post office as the
Philip A. Baddour, Sr. Post Office.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Baddour was
my friend. He was also a well-respected
member of the Goldsboro City Council
for 16 long years. After his service on
the council was complete, Mr. Baddour
continued to be involved in the civic
life of his community, and he leaves a
legacy of service in the perfect sense of
the word.

Madam Speaker, Philip Baddour,
Sr.’s occupation was that of a down-
town merchant for more than 30 years.
His service on the city council was his
second calling, and he served in that
capacity from 1979 until 1995. During
his tenure on the council, he served as
mayor pro tempore and was instru-
mental in improving the lives of the
citizens of Goldsboro, of all races and
backgrounds. He was known as the peo-
ple’s representative because of his abil-
ity to listen and understand the con-
cerns of his constituents and because
he always stood up for those who did
not have a voice.

Upon his retirement from the coun-
cil, Mr. Baddour was honored with a
key to the City of Goldsboro and a res-
olution from the North Carolina
League of Municipalities for his many
years of public service. Former North
Carolina Governor James B. Hunt, Jr.,
honored Mr. Baddour as a recipient of
the Order of the Long Leaf Pine, for in-
dividuals who have a proven record of
extraordinary service to our State. It
is the highest civilian honor that can
be granted in the State of North Caro-
lina.

Mr. Baddour dedicated his time and
was very compassionate about his com-
munity, a community that had given
him so much in his youth. He served as
director of Wayside Fellowship and was
the recipient of the Cancer Society’s
Outstanding Crusade Volunteer Award.
He was also active in the Cub Scouts
and the Boy Scouts of America. He was
a lifelong member of St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church and served as chair-
man of the parish council. He was also
a member of the Knights of Columbus.

Nothing was more important to Phil-
ip Baddour, Sr. than his family. He was
married to Louise Farfour for 60 years.
Together, they reared four sons who
have followed in their father’s foot-
steps by themselves being community
leaders and outstanding citizens. Phil-
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ip, Jdr., his son, my dear friend, is an at-
torney and former majority leader of
the North Carolina House of Represent-
atives. Richard is the athletic director
at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Stephen is a retired public
schoolteacher. And Neil is a real estate
broker. Philip Baddour also had eight
grandchildren and eight great grand-
children.

Sadly, Madam Speaker, Mr. Baddour,
Sr. passed away in April of 2002 after
giving so much to his community, to
his State and his country.

Madam Speaker, I can think of no
finer individual in Wayne County,
North Carolina, and no person who is
more deserving of this honor than Phil-
ip A. Baddour, Sr. The people of Golds-
boro and Wayne County and the First
Congressional District of North Caro-
lina are grateful for his commitment to
community and his great leadership. I
ask my colleagues to join me today in
honoring this great public servant by
passing H.R. 3382.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Missouri and the gen-
tleman from Georgia, my friends, for
yielding this time. I thank them for
their service.
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Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to swiftly pass H.R. 3382,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3382.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

LAURENCE C. AND GRACE M.
JONES POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3233) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at Highway 49 South in Piney
Woods, Mississippi, as the ‘“‘Laurence C.
and Grace M. Jones Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3233

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LAURENCE C. AND GRACE M. JONES
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
Highway 49 South in Piney Woods, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Laurence C. and Grace M. Jones Post
Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Laurence C. and Grace
M. Jones Post Office Building”’.
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