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932nd AW, and the 126th ARW, among other
units, have made countless contributions to
the OEF/OIF.

Since Oct 10, 2001, the US TRANSCOM
has moved over 4 million passengers, almost
4.654 billion gallons of fuel, over 9.4 million
tons of cargo, over 88,000 airlift missions,
over 760 ship loads, more than 164,000 rail
car shipments, and approximately 2 million
CONUS truck shipments.

They have done all of this with only 2 fatali-
ties in the aeromedical system. Those statis-
tics demonstrate a remarkable commitment to
excellence and an indication of true leader-
ship, strong spirit and continued sacrifice.

Each day, the people at TRANSCOM and
Scott AFB and their families and friends, are
asked to sacrifice for the good of our country.
They make that sacrifice without hesitation
and should be commended for it.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark TRANSCOM’s
20th anniversary at Scott AFB, | would like to
commend General Norton Schwartz and the
men and women who serve with him. It is truly
an honor to have this command at Scott AFB
and | look forward to countless more years of
this unique partnership. | urge my colleagues
to join me in honoring TRANSCOM and sup-
porting this resolution.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CASTOR) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 640, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE NAVY UDT-
SEAL MUSEUM IN FORT PIERCE,
FLORIDA, AS THE OFFICIAL NA-

TIONAL MUSEUM OF NAVY
SEALS AND THEIR PREDE-
CESSORS.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2779) to recognize the Navy UDT-
SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce, Florida,
as the official national museum of
Navy SEALs and their predecessors.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2779

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RECOGNITION OF NAVY UDT-SEAL
MUSEUM IN FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA,
AS OFFICIAL NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
NAVY SEALS AND THEIR PREDE-
CESSORS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress
lowing:

(1) The United States Navy SEALs are the
most elite fighting force in the world and
bravely serve in combat operations around
the World.

(2) The Navy SEALSs trace their roots from
the Navy Frogmen of World War II.

(3) The location recognized as the birth-
place of the Navy Frogmen, where thousands
of brave volunteers were trained as members
of Naval Combat Demolition Units and Un-
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derwater Demolition Teams during World
War II, is now home to the Navy UDT-SEAL
Museum.

(4) The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum is the
only museum dedicated solely to preserving
the history of the Navy SEALs and its prede-
cessors, including the Underwater Demoli-
tion Teams, Naval Combat Demolition Units,
Office of Strategic Services Maritime Units,
and Amphibious Scouts and Raiders.

() The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum pre-
serves the legacy of the honor, courage, pa-
triotism, and sacrifices of those Navy SEALs
and their predecessors who offered their
services and who gave their lives in defense
of liberty.

(6) The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum finances,
operations, and collections are managed by
UDT-SEAL Museum Association, Inc., a non-
profit organization governed by current and
former SEALSs and UDTSs.

(7) The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum seeks to
educate a diverse group of audiences through
its comprehensive collection of historical
materials, emphasizing eyewitness accounts
of the participants on the battlefield and the
home front and the impact of Navy SEALs
and their predecessors, then and now.

(8) Since 1985, when the Navy UDT-SEAL
Museum first opened, it has become home to
artifacts and photos telling the history of
Naval Special Warfare from the beginnings
of Underwater Demolition training in Ft.
Pierce, Florida, through the exploits of Navy
Frogmen in the Atlantic and Pacific war the-
aters of World War II, through the role of
Navy SEALs in fighting in the War on Terror
and in Iraq.

(9) The State of Florida, St. Lucie County,
Florida, thousands of private donors, and
philanthropic organizations have contrib-
uted millions of dollars to build, restore, and
expand the Navy UDT-SEAL Museum.

(10) The United States Navy and the United
States Special Operations Command have
provided many of the historical materials
and artifacts on display at the Navy UDT-
SEAL Museum.

(b) RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL MUSEUM.—
The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum, located at
3300 North A1A, North Hutchinson Island, in
Fort Pierce, Florida, is recognized as the of-
ficial national museum of Navy SEALs and
their predecessors.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2779 to honor the legacy of the
Navy SEALs by recognizing the Navy
Underwater Demolition Team Sea, Air,
Land, or UDT-SEAL, Museum in Fort
Pierce, Florida, as the official national
museum of Navy SEALs and their pred-
ecessors. I thank my colleague from
Florida (Mr. MAHONEY) for bringing
this measure to the floor of the House.

Since the program’s inception in 1962,
the Special Operations Sailors, known

October 1, 2007

as Navy SEALs, have risked their lives
at sea, in the air and on land to protect
the United States of America. The
most elite fighting force in the world,
the Navy SEALs have bravely executed
some of the most dangerous combat op-
erations in our Nation’s history. Trac-
ing the roots of these historic sailors,
the Navy UDT-SEAL Museum in Fort
Pierce, Florida, marks the birthplace
of the Navy frogmen where thousands
of brave volunteers were trained to be-
come the first members of naval com-
bat demolition units and underwater
demolition teams during World War II.
The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum is the
only museum dedicated solely to pre-
serving the legacy of the Navy SEALs
and its predecessors.

Since 1985 when the facility first
opened, the museum served both as a
physical monument to our sailors’
bravery as well as an educational re-
pository that preserves the legacy of
their honor, skill, courage and patriot-
ism. The museum traces the SEALS’
lineage from the UDTs conducting hy-
drographic reconnaissance on the
beaches of Normandy to the present-
day professionals who practice conven-
tional warfare and counterterrorism.
The museum exhibits memorialize the
incredible courage and versatility of
the Navy SEALs through emphasizing
eyewitness accounts and photographs
of sailors on the battlefield as well as
on the homefront.

The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum in
Fort Pierce, Florida, is an immensely
important venture for the Navy under-
water combat community as well as for
the great State of Florida, preserving
the rich history and valiant story of
the Navy SEALs for both the program’s
veterans and future generations.

Our Nation can express its great ad-
miration for these brave sailors and
the gratitude for this monument to
their sacrifices by recognizing the
Navy UDT-SEAL Museum in Fort
Pierce, Florida, as the official national
museum of Navy SEALs and their pred-
ecessors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 2779, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 2779, a bill that recog-
nizes the Navy Underwater Demolition
Team-SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce,
Florida, as the official national mu-
seum of the Navy SEALs and their
predecessors. H.R. 2779 has the strong
bipartisan support of 44 cosponsors, in-
cluding the distinguished members of
the Committee on Armed Services and
my good friends SUSAN DAVIS of Cali-
fornia and THELMA DRAKE of Virginia
whose districts contain the majority of
present-day SEALS units.

The Navy SEALs are deservedly re-
nowned around the world for their
combat prowess and are a critical part
of our special forces team. This elite
fighting team and force traces its be-
ginning to the Navy’s World War II
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frogman training facility in Fort
Pierce, Florida, where this museum is
located. During World War II, the Navy
trained thousands of volunteers as
combat demolition and underwater
demolition experts at Fort Pierce. The
brave men who mastered these difficult
and dangerous skills set the standard
for today’s SEALs to attain.

The Navy Underwater Demolition
Team-SEAL Museum, which we des-
ignate today as the official national
museum, has an impressive and com-
prehensive collection of material about
these elite Navy fighting forces, pro-
viding the public with an excellent
education of today’s Navy SEALs and
their predecessors.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that this
bill has been brought to the floor. I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port of this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to my friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MAHONEY), who is an outstanding lead-
er and staunch supporter of the Na-
tion’s Armed Forces.

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. I would
like to thank my good friend, the gen-
tlewoman from Florida, and an original
cosponsor of this bill for yielding time
to me this afternoon. I would also like
to recognize the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. REICHERT) for his support
for this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2779, legislation that I intro-
duced to recognize the Navy UDT-
SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce, Florida,
as the official national museum of the
Navy SEALs and their predecessors.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that there are
many today watching and asking how
important is it to create a national
museum recognizing brave men and
women who have served in underwater
demolition teams as frogmen and today
as SEALs. In my life, I have had the
privilege and honor of knowing and
learning about brave men who have
served our Nation and have seen the
hell of combat, people like Reggie
White, my daughter Bailey’s grand-
father, who was a combat engineer and
who, like the men of UDT, had the job
of clearing Omaha Beach that fateful
day of June 6, 1944. My uncle, Bart
Mahoney, a B-17 pilot, was one of the
first to be shot down over Germany.
Bart survived combat and then sur-
vived German concentration camps.
Bobbie Maynard saw frontline action in
Korea and survived some of the heavi-
est engagements in the Korean War.
My friend, Pat Kelley, was a medic in
Vietnam who had to endure the life-
and-death realities of combat. These
men are heroes. These men have seen
the horrors of war and survived them.
These men never bragged about their
service. In fact, they rarely spoke of it,
preferring to let the horrors of their
experience rest. This bill is important
because it gives voice to the heroes
whose stories and honor need to be cap-
tured and passed down to future gen-
erations.
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The ground upon which the Navy
UDT-SEAL Museum rests was the
birthplace of the Navy frogmen.
Through World War II, thousands of
brave soldiers were trained as members
of naval combat demolition units and
underwater demolition teams at the
site. Since that time, the frogmen have
evolved into one of the elite fighting
forces in the world, the Navy SEALSs.

The Navy UDT-SEAL Museum is the
only museum dedicated solely to pre-
serving the legacy of the honor, cour-
age, patriotism, and sacrifices of those
Navy SEALs and their predecessors, in-
cluding the underwater demolition
teams, naval combat demolition units,
Office of Strategic Service maritime
units, and Amphibious Scouts and
Raiders.
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I would like to personally thank Cap-
tain Mike Howard, a retired Navy
SEAL; Ruth McSween; Rolf Snyder;
and others, who have made the UDT-
SEAL Museum possible. I would also
like to thank all the men and women
who worked to preserve the legacy of
the Naval Special Warfare community.
Since the museum was opened in 1985,
thousands of visitors have learned of
the accomplishments of the Navy
SEALSs through the museum’s artifacts
and photos tracing the history of Naval
Special Warfare from its beginnings
during World War II, through the
Navy’s SEALs current role in fighting
the war on terror and in Iraq.

While we are here today to honor the
Naval Special Warfare community, I
would like to take a moment to re-
member Petty Officer First Class Rob-
ert Richard McRill and all of those who
have paid the ultimate sacrifice while
serving our Nation. Petty Officer
McRill, from Lake Placid, Florida, was
killed while serving in Iraq as part of
SEALs Group Two when his team was
hit by an IED.

By designating the Navy UDT-SEAL
Museum as the official national mu-
seum of Navy SEALs and their prede-
cessors, we are honoring Mr. McRill
and all the warriors who have served in
Naval Special Warfare. I ask all my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the honor, courage, patriotism and sac-
rifices of the SEALs and their prede-
cessors by supporting this legislation.

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my colleague from Wash-
ington (Mr. REICHERT) for his support. I
would also like to thank my colleague
and friend from Florida (Mr. MAHONEY)
for bringing this thoughtful bill to the
floor of the House of Representatives.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 2779.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
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CASTOR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2779.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMENDING THE 1ST BRIGADE

COMBAT TEAM/34TH INFANTRY
DIVISION OF THE MINNESOTA
NATIONAL GUARD

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 185)
commending the 1st Brigade Combat
Team/34th Infantry Division of the
Minnesota National Guard upon its
completion of the longest continuous
deployment of any United States mili-
tary unit during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 185

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team/34th
Infantry Division of the Minnesota National
Guard, known as the Red Bull Division, is
headquartered in Bloomington, Minnesota,
and deployed approximately 2,700 hard-work-
ing and courageous Minnesotans and ap-
proximately 1,300 more soldiers from other
Midwestern States;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team has
a long history of service to the United
States, beginning with the Civil War;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team was
most recently mobilized in September 2005
and departed for Iraq in March 2006;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team re-
cently completed the longest continuous de-
ployment of any United States ground com-
bat military unit during Operation Iraqi
Freedom;

Whereas, during its deployment, the 1st
Brigade Combat Team completed 5,200 com-
bat logistics patrols, secured 2.4 million con-
voy miles, and discovered 462 improvised ex-
plosive devices (IEDs) prior to detonation;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team
processed over 1.5 million vehicles and 400,000
Iraqis into entry control points without any
insurgent penetrations;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team cap-
tured over 400 suspected insurgents;

Whereas more than 1,400 members of the
1st Brigade Combat Team reenlisted during
deployment and 21 members became United
States citizens during deployment;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team
helped start two Iraqi newspapers that pro-
vide news to the local population and publish
stories on reconstruction progress;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team
completed 137 reconstruction projects;

Whereas the deployment of the 1st Brigade
Combat Team in Iraq was extended by 125
days in January 2007;

Whereas the 1st Brigade Combat Team and
its members are now returning to the United
States to loving families and a grateful na-
tion;

Whereas the families of the members of the
1st Brigade Combat Team have waited pa-
tiently for their loved ones to return and en-
dured many hardships during this lengthy
deployment;

Whereas the employers of members and
family members of the 1st Brigade Combat
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