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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. CASTOR) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God Almighty, before the maj-
esty of Your creation and the power of
Your will, we humbly stand and
present ourselves to You.

We are a people who love freedom.
We have proven creative in our work
and appear prosperous in the eyes of
the world. Yet we are made of the same
clay as all others.

Help us to find common cause with
others and be proven true to noble pur-
pose in Your sight.

Show us how to use our bountiful
blessings, to attain true leadership in
the world and a model for others. Thus
may we be Your instrument for achiev-
ing lasting peace and justice in trou-
blesome times.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
WASHINGTON, DC,
September 28, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
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tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 28, 2007, at 9:15 am:
That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 327.
That the Senate
ment H.J. Res 43.
That the Senate
ment H.J. Res 52.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 3625.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 3668.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills and joint resolutions
were signed by the Speaker on Friday,
September 28, 2007:

H.R. 976, to amend title XXI of the
Social Security Act to extend and im-
prove the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, and for other purposes

H.R. 3625, to make permanent the
waiver authority of the Secretary of
Education with respect to student fi-
nancial assistance during a war or
other military operation or national
emergency

H.R. 3668, to provide for the extension
of Transitional Medical Assistance
(TMA), the Abstinence Education Pro-
gram, and the Qualifying Individuals
(QI) Program, and for other purposes

H.J. Res. 43, increasing the statutory
limit on the public debt

H.J. Res. 52, making continuing ap-
propriations for the fiscal year 2008,
and for other purposes

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WALZ of Minnesota) at 2
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

October 1, 2007

COMMENDING THE WINGS OVER
HOUSTON AIRSHOW

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 691) commending the
Wings Over Houston Airshow for its
great contribution to the appreciation,
understanding, and future of the
United States Armed Forces, the City
of Houston, Texas, and Ellington Field.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 691

Whereas for 23 years the all-volunteer Gulf
Coast Wing and West Houston Squadron of
the Commemorative Air Force has per-
formed in the Wings Over Houston Airshow
at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas;

Whereas the Wings Over Houston Airshow
has been rated as one of the top events of its
kind in the Nation;

Whereas tens of thousands of people from
southeast Texas and all over the United
States attend the event each year and expe-
rience the unique opportunity to see the
United States Air Force, Navy, Marines, and
Coast Guard perform and to meet service
members of the past and present;

Whereas the Wings Over Houston Airshow
has helped to increase awareness and appre-
ciation for the United States Armed Forces
and its active duty members and veterans;

Whereas the Wings Over Houston Airshow
serves to promote an understanding and ap-
preciation of military history through the
reenactment of battles and the acquisition,
restoration, and display of vintage aircraft;

Whereas throughout its history, Wings
Over Houston Airshow has benefited local
and national charities, including the Wings
Over Houston Airshow Scholarship Program,
the Texas Southern University Aviation Ca-
reer Academy, the Exchange Club of Sugar
Land, and the Commemorative Air Force air-
craft restoration and flying historical pro-
grams;

Whereas the Wings Over Houston Airshow
and its partners, including the Lone Star
Flight Museum, the Houston Airport Sys-
tem, the Clear Lake Area Chamber of Com-
merce, the Bay Area Houston Convention
and Visitors Bureau, the Greater Houston
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Destination
League City, and the cities of Houston,
Kemah, Nassau Bay, Seabrook, and Webster,
have contributed to the economy and growth
of southeast Texas; and

Whereas the Wings Over Houston Scholar-
ship Program has promoted the importance
of math and science education by helping
southeast Texas students pursue college edu-
cations in the fields of aviation and aero-
space: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends the Wings Over Houston Air-
show for its great contribution to the appre-
ciation, understanding, and future of the
United States Armed Forces, the City of
Houston, Texas, and Ellington Field.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
resolution under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 691 commending
the Wings Over Houston Airshow for its
great contribution to the appreciation,
understanding, and future of the
United States Armed Forces, the City
of Houston, Texas, and Ellington Field.

I would like to thank my colleague
from Texas, Mr. NICK LAMPSON, for
bringing this measure to the floor of
the House.

The Wings Over Houston Airshow is
one of the highest rated events of its
kind. This coming Saturday and Sun-
day, folks from Congressman
LAMPSON’s district and, in fact, from
all over America, will come to see
these mighty military machines ma-
neuver through the skies with seeming
ease. These classic and contemporary
airframes break their bounds to Earth
and share the heavens with the sun and
clouds.

It’s a rare experience to see with
your own eyes the awe-inspiring air-
borne arsenal of our Armed Forces. It’s
difficult to explain the seemingly im-
possible coordination our pilots exe-
cute in midair. No one can truly under-
stand the peril, skill, and thrill in-
volved except for the pilots themselves;
yet our extraordinarily talented men
and women fly in conditions that re-
quire nothing less than perfection. And
visitors will have that rare glimpse of
airborne art.

Spectators will be visited by the
Texas Air National Guard 147th Fighter
Squadron. Their TANG F-16s will tear
rifts through the sky as they buzz by.
The Texas Air National Guard F-16s
are at a state of constant readiness,
prepared to defend the great State of
Texas and our Nation at a moment’s
call.

Attendees will also have the chance
to see Canadian Forces Snowbirds, the
P-38, the B-24A, a heritage flight con-
sisting of the F-4 Phantom, the P-51
Mustang, the P-47 Thunderbolt, and
the F-15E Strike Eagle, and a number
of Navy fighters among them.

Mr. Speaker, the Wings Over Houston
Airshow provides an important experi-
ence for folks to understand and to see
the many machines that help our brave
men and women in uniform protect us.

I urge my colleagues to support
House Resolution 691.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 691, which commends
the Wings Over Houston Airshow for its
contribution to the appreciation, un-
derstanding, and the future of the
United States Armed Forces, the City
of Houston, and Ellington Field.

Mr. Speaker, for 23 years, the Wings
Over Houston Airshow has been de-
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lighting aviation enthusiasts and fu-
ture pilots from around the world with
spectacular flying in the skies, and
with historical and educational dis-
plays on the ground in Ellington Field.

This top-rated aviation event, which
is sponsored by the all-volunteer Gulf
Coast Wing and West Houston Squad-
ron of the Commemorative Air Force,
honors the spirit of the courageous and
valiant American military flyers of the
past and those who take to the skies
today to ensure our Nation’s freedoms.

The Wings Over Houston Airshow
showcases the United States Air Force,
Navy, Marines and Coast Guard, and
increases the awareness and apprecia-
tion for active duty members and the
veterans of our Armed Forces.

But more important than the air
show’s entertainment, the Wings Over
Houston Airshow has awarded $10,000 to
$15,000 in scholarships per year to stu-
dents who are pursuing an education in
aviation and in aerospace. In total, this
organization has provided over $100,000
to young men and women who have en-
tered into careers in both military and
civilian aviation.

The Wings Over Houston Airshow
celebrates America’s aviation and
aerospace history and the courageous
military pilots whose sacrifices have
ensured our freedom. I am confident
that the Wings Over Houston Airshow
will continue to ignite the enthusiasm
for flying in future generations of
American aviators.

I strongly urge all Members to sup-
port this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to yield 3 minutes to my friend
and colleague from Texas, a true cham-
pion for Texas and a staunch supporter
of our Armed Forces, Mr. LAMPSON, the
sponsor of this resolution.

Mr. LAMPSON. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for allowing me the oppor-
tunity to come and speak on this.

I am proud to honor the Wings Over
Houston Airshow because each year
about 70,000 spectators from around the
world gather in the 22nd Congressional
District of Texas to view this historic
Ellington Field and view re-enact-
ments of great battles, see up-close
views of vintage aircraft, and meet yes-
terday’s and today’s heroes.

For the last 23 years, as you’ve heard,
pilots from our Armed Forces and
around the globe wow audiences with
their high-speed acrobatics. And how
often do we get to see real-life dare-
devils? Well, this weekend, the Cana-
dian Forces Snowbirds will dem-
onstrate their seven- to nine-plane
close formations, tight turns, and
head-on passes. Crowds will get to view
state-of-the-art military aircraft,
along with planes from days of old.

This year, the air show brings history
to life through authentic World War II
vehicles, equipment and uniforms at a
realistic military camp. They’re going
to re-enact part of the movie, ‘“Tora!
Tora! Tora!” As a former school teach-

H11033

er, I know activities like these help
promote an understanding and appre-
ciation of military history.

Visitors are going to be able to see
trainers, fighters, and bombers from
the World War II, Korea and Vietnam
era, and even NASA aircraft. The air
show presents a unique opportunity to
tour some of the largest aircraft in the
world, including the Hurricane Hunter
KC-135 and a C-5 cargo plane, walk
over the wings of vintage airplanes,
and even sit in the pilot’s seat.

Children have the opportunity to
meet flying aces and decorated war he-
roes and to hear historical recounts
from the people who were there.

This year’s show features both Pearl
Harbor survivors and the Tuskegee Air-
men, who were recently awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal. I am proud
of these folks, and I know that all
Americans are as well. Meeting living
legends and air show performers is in-
spiring for young and old alike, and
this show is a rare opportunity to
thank these heroes for their service
and for their sacrifice.

Wings Over Houston has spent, in the
last 23 years, a quarter of a million dol-
lars to help challenge young people to
go into aerospace, engineering, and
aviation. Many go on to careers in the
military and go to work at NASA
where they can also gain valuable expe-
rience as interns at the Johnson Space
Center, which is across the street from
Ellington Field. With its important
contributions, Wings Over Houston en-
sures that our Nation leads the way in
math and science.

The air show has also donated pro-
ceeds to various local and national
charities throughout the years, includ-
ing the Texas Southern University
Aviation Career Academy, the Ex-
change Club of Sugar Land, and the
Commemorative Air Force aircraft res-
toration and flying historical pro-
grams. Together with their partner,
Wings Over Houston, it has greatly
contributed to the economy and
growth of southeast Texas.

So I want to thank the members of
the House Armed Services Committee,
and many of my Texas colleagues, par-
ticularly, for their cosponsorship of
this resolution. I am pleased to honor
the Wings Over Houston Airshow as a
leader in the history and the future in
the United States Armed Forces.

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my colleague from Wash-
ington (Mr. REICHERT) and salute my
colleague from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON)
for bringing this resolution. I know, as
a member of the Tampa Bay area and
the Armed Services Committee, we
value our air show every year at
MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa. So I
thank my colleague again from Hous-
ton for his resolution commending the
Wings Over Houston Airshow.

I ask my colleagues to support the
resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 691,



H11034

commending the Wings Over Houston Airshow
for its great contribution to the appreciation,
understanding, and future of the United States
Armed Forces, the city of Houston, TX, and
Ellington Field, of which | am proud to be an
original cosponsor. | would like to thank my
good friend and colleague, Congressman
LAMPSON, for introducing this legislation, and
the chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, Congressman SKELTON, for his leader-
ship on this important issue.

The 23rd annual Wings Over Houston Air-
show will take place on October 6 and 7,
2007, at Ellington Field, Houston, TX. This
year’s event will feature an array of modern ci-
vilian aerobatic and state-of-the-art military
hardware, including the Canadian Forces
Snowbirds, as well as historic planes such as
a Lockheed P-38 buried under ice in Green-
land in 1942 and only recovered 50 years
later. Also performing will be the all-volunteer
Gulf Coast Wing and West Houston Squadron
of the Commemorative Air Force, which has
performed for the last 23 years at the airshow.

Mr. Speaker, the Wings Over Houston Air-
show has been rated as one of the top events
of its kind. Over 70,000 people, both from the
local community in southeast Texas and from
all over the Nation, gather every year at this
event, where they have the opportunity to see
the United States Air Force, Navy, Marines,
and Coast Guard perform, as well as to meet
service members of the past and present. The
Wings Over Houston Airshow has helped to
increase awareness and appreciation for the
United States Armed Forces and its active
duty members and veterans.

The Wings Over Houston Airshow also
serves to promote an understanding and ap-
preciation of military history. The airshow’s
many events include the reenactment of bat-
tles and the acquisition, restoration, and dis-
play of vintage aircraft. Among these historical
reenactments is ToralToralTora!, an explosive
recreation of the air attack on Pearl Harbor.
Viewers of all ages will have the opportunity to
view this exciting spectacle, while also learn-
ing about military and aviation history.

Mr. Speaker, the Wings Over Houston Air-
show plays an important role in both local and
national communities. The airshow benefits
local and national charities, including the
Wings Over Houston Airshow Scholarship Pro-
gram, the Texas Southern University Aviation
Career Academy, the Exchange Club of Sugar
Land, and the Commemorative Air Force air-
craft restoration and flying historical programs.

The Wings Over Houston Scholarship Pro-
gram is particularly important. This scholarship
program promotes math and science edu-
cation by helping students from southeast
Texas pursue college educations in the fields
of aviation and aerospace. Scholarships are
awarded to students residing in Harris County,
or a contiguous county, who have dem-
onstrated academic potential, leadership, and
extracurricular involvement, with preference
giving to those pursuing an academic degree
directly associated with aviation or aerospace.
For 2007, a total of $10,000 in scholarships
was awarded, and | would like to congratulate
the four recipients: Robert Tristan Reeves,
David Gehris, Kristen John, and Donovan
Johnson.

Mr. Speaker, the Wings Over Houston Air-
show is made possible by the collaboration of
a number of Houston area organizations. |
would like to extend my thanks to the
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airshow’s partners, which include the Lone
Star Flight Museum, the Houston Airport Sys-
tem, the Clear Lake Area Chamber of Com-
merce, the Bay Area Houston Convention and
Visitors Bureau, the Greater Houston Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, Destination League
City, and the cities of Houston, Kemah, Nas-
sau Bay, Seabrook, and Webster. Together,
the Wings Over Houston Airshow and its gen-
erous partners have contributed to the econ-
omy and growth of southeast Texas.

Mr. Speaker, the 110th Congress has made
the promotion of math and science education
for all our Nation’s children a legislative pri-
ority. Exciting and exhilarating events like the
Wings Over Houston Airshow are an oppor-
tunity for children of all ages to engage with
science, to hear heroic stories that helped
shape America’s rich aviation history, to get
excited about the world of aviation, to meet
and interact with members of our Nation’s mili-
tary, and to dream about their own futures.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support this resolu-
tion, and | urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the Wings Over
Houston Airshow in Houston, Texas for its
contribution to the city of Houston, local com-
munities, and the military by fully supporting
H. Res. 691.

Wings Over Houston is about to give its
23rd annual show and in those 23 years, the
show has continued to bring attention to the
history and future of the United States Armed
Forces, and its veterans and active duty mem-
bers while becoming one of the top events of
its kind in the country and one of the largest
in Metropolitan Houston. An estimated 70,000
to 90,000 people are expected to enjoy the air
and static displays this year which will not only
help to support many non-profit and charitable
organizations, but help to fund the Wings Over
Houston Scholarship Program and Aviation
Career Education summer camp.

This family-oriented international event is
housed at Ellington Field. Originally built in
1917, the field was integral in flight training for
both world wars and was one of the airfields
selected to maintain a large military force after
the end of WWILI. It currently is home to local
presence of NASA, Texas Air National Guard,
Coast Guard, the National Guard, as well as
being used for other aviation purposes.

Wings Over Houston not only brings local
and international tourists to Houston, but also
generates awareness of U.S. Armed Forces
by showing a vested interest in education and
supporting local students through the scholar-
ship program. That is why | support H. Res.
691.

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CASTOR) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 691.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

October 1, 2007

HONORING THE SACRIFICES AND
COMMITMENTS OF THE MEN,
WOMEN, AND FAMILIES OF THE
UNITED STATES TRANSPOR-
TATION COMMAND

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 640) honoring the sac-
rifices and commitments of the men,
women, and families of the United
States Transportation Command, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 640

Whereas the passage of the Goldwater-
Nichols Department of Defense Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-433) revoked
the law prohibiting consolidation of military
transportation functions, and President
Reagan subsequently ordered the establish-
ment of a TUnited States Transportation
Command;

Whereas October 1, 2007, marks the 20th an-
niversary of the activation of the Transpor-
tation Command at Scott Air Force Base, I1-
linois;

Whereas the Transportation Command is
comprised of the Air Mobility Command at
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, the Military
Sealift Command at Washington, DC, and
the Military Surface Deployment and Dis-
tribution Command at Scott Air Force Base,
Illinois;

Whereas the mission of Transportation
Command is to provide air, land, and sea
transportation for the Department of De-
fense, both in times of peace and war;

Whereas Operation Desert Shield and Oper-
ation Desert Storm first demonstrated the
fully operational capability of the Trans-
portation Command with the movement of
approximately 504,000 passengers, 3,700,000
tons of dry cargo, and 6,100,000 tons of petro-
leum products in 7 months;

Whereas the Transportation Command has
continued to serve the Nation during many
contingency and peacekeeping operations
around the world, including United Nations
operations in Iraq, Rwanda, and Somalia, as
well as North Atlantic Treaty Organization
operations in Serbia and Kosovo;

Whereas the Transportation Command has
supported many humanitarian relief oper-
ations transporting relief supplies to victims
of foreign and domestic natural disasters;

Whereas after terrorist attacks Kkilled
nearly 3,000 people and wounded thousands
on September 11, 2001, the Transportation
Command became a vital asset in the global
war on terrorism, supporting members of the
Armed Forces in Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan, in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, and around the world;

Whereas from October 2001 to September
2007, the Transportation Command, its com-
ponents, and its national partners have
transported approximately 4,000,000 pas-
sengers, 9,000,000 short tons of cargo, and
over 4,000,000,000 gallons of fuel in support of
the global war on terrorism; and

Whereas the 2005 quadrennial defense re-
view recognized the importance of joint mo-
bility and the critical role that it plays in
global power projection: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the sacrifices and commitment
of the approximately 155,000 men and women
who comprise the United States Transpor-
tation Command, including active and re-
serve components, civilian employees, and
contractors;
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