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You are not a vassal state of Beijing. It
is your country. Those demonstrating
for democracy are your brothers and
sisters and your family. Do not turn
your weapons on them.

I warn the Burmese military officers:
if you slaughter the monks and those
calling for democracy, when your re-
gime falls, and it will fall, you will be
pursued to every corner of the globe
and hunted down like the Nazi crimi-
nals before you.

The bamboo ramparts of tyranny are
coming down. The American people and
free people everywhere are with the
brave souls in Burma who are seeking
to free themselves from the gangsters
who oppress them and steal their
wealth.

To the people of Burma: you are not
alone. Your cause is our cause. Have
courage. We are with you.

——————

END THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ
NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, 9 days
ago, 11 innocent Iraqi civilian were
killed in an incident involving Amer-
ican military contractors. The cir-
cumstances surrounding the tragedy
are not clear, but what is clear is that
not enough attention has been paid to
civilian deaths in Iraq.

By the most conservative count, over
73,000 innocent Iraqi civilians have
been Kkilled since the occupation began.
Just about everyone agrees that the
real figure is much higher, since many
deaths aren’t even reported. But even if
you accept the low 73,000 figure, you
can see how catastrophic the occupa-
tion has been to Iraqi society.

The population of the United States
is about 12 times greater than that of
Iraq, so 73,000 Iraqi deaths are com-
parable to over 875,000 American
deaths. That is more than the popu-
lation of Cleveland and Kansas City
combined, or Atlanta and Omaha com-
bined. This 875,000 is more than the
population of an entire congressional
district.

I would also like to call my col-
leagues’ attention to the article in The
Washington Post this morning con-
cerning civilian casualties in Iraq. The
article points out that the Pentagon’s
official count of civilian casualties in
Iraq shows an increase over the course
of this year. This is in stark contrast
to the charts that General Petraeus
showed us in his testimony earlier this
month, which only showed the nar-
rower category of civilian deaths. This
is further evidence, Mr. Speaker, that
General Petraeus’ testimony was part
of an overall administration spin cam-
paign to convince this Congress and
the American people to keep their sup-
port for ‘‘stay the course’ in Iraq.

Iraqi civilians are also suffering, be-
cause the violence has forced over 4
million of them to become refugees.
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The U.N. referred 11,000 refugee appli-
cants to the United States for proc-
essing by the end of this fiscal year. In
February, the United States promised
to admit 7,000. Then that number was
downgraded to 2,000. But, so far, only
1,035 refugees have been admitted, and
the fiscal year expires in 5 days. This
situation is like so many others we
have seen during the occupation of
Iraq. The administration makes big
promises about what it can achieve,
then retreats from its promises, and
then fails to deliver altogether.

To make our refugee record even
worse, the Government Accountability
Office has reported that the number of
condolence payments the United States
Government pays to families of dead or
injured Iraqi civilians plunged by 66
percent from the year 2005 to 2006. The
condolence payments are, at most,
$2,600, $2,500 per incident. Would any
one of us consider $2,500 to be a condo-
lence payment for the death of a be-
loved child or spouse? No, Mr. Speaker,
we wouldn’t.

This Congress will have failed Amer-
ica, both morally and politically, if we
allow the occupation to continue and
ignore the suffering of the innocent.
We have only one real tool that we can
use to end the occupation, the power of
the purse. We must not appropriate an-
other dime for the continuation of the
occupation. Instead, we must fully fund
the safe, orderly, and responsible with-
drawal of our troops and the estimated
180,000 military contractors who con-
stitute an even larger army than our
160,000 troops. This is what the Amer-
ican people sent us here to do, and we
have a moral obligation to do it. We
have an obligation to bring our troops
home.

———

IMPROVING CHILDREN’S HEALTH
CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. TiM
MURPHY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, within the past hour, the
House voted to pass a bill on the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, a
laudable program that all Members
agree is important to help children
with their health care needs.

Unfortunately, the debate was filled
with much rhetoric, and it is impor-
tant that we cut through all that rhet-
oric to understand that despite com-
ments made, neither Republicans nor
Democrats nor the White House nor
anyone else dislikes children. We all
want them to have the best health care
they can get, and we will continue to
work to make sure that happens. But
as that bill was voted on on this floor
with a threat of the White House to
veto it, feeling it was not an appro-
priate bill, it appears that there may
be enough votes to sustain that veto.

During the coming days or weeks as
the Senate also looks at this bill and as
it goes to the White House, Congress
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has a couple of choices. First of all,
Congress may take this as an oppor-
tunity to gain political points, spend-
ing untold hundreds of thousands of
dollars on campaign ads attacking each
other, perhaps saying that each side
doesn’t care about children, perhaps
trying to sway votes so that the veto is
not sustained, accusing people of hor-
rendous things which are not true. Or
Congress can do what the American
people expect us to do, and use this as
an opportunity to make things even
better.

Now, I believe there were a lot of
good things in that bill, and I think all
Members agree that there are impor-
tant aspects about children’s health in-
surance we need to support. But
shouldn’t we also use this as an oppor-
tunity to make things better?

There are elements in this bill that
looked at some things to help with pre-
vention, obesity, case management,
health information technology, things
that I have been talking about in this
Chamber for the last 4 years as impor-
tant things to help us save money. But
let me review a few of these and say
what we need to do and what we should
be doing as Members of Congress to use
this bill that will help several million
children with their health care as a ve-
hicle to find real change with health
care. Instead of us continuing to come
to this Chamber and debate how we are
going to finance health care, we should
be talking about how to fix health
care.

The problem with health care is not
just that the costs are too high and
people can’t afford them. The concern
is that there is so much waste in our
health care dollars that people cannot
afford it, perhaps as much as $400 bil-
lion a year wasted on our health care
system. If we are able to reduce that
waste in health care, we can make
health care more affordable, and we
wouldn’t have to be dealing with how
do we find the money to fund children’s
health insurance or adult health insur-
ance. By fixing the system, we could
change that.

For example, health care-acquired in-
fections this year will account for
something like $50 billion in waste.
This chart next to me indicates that
just as of this evening, as of this
evening there has been at least this
many cases who have picked up infec-
tions in America, almost 1.5 million
cases here, while some indications are
that it may be much more than that.
There have been some 66,000 deaths so
far this year, one every 5 minutes, and
so far spending, some $36 billion in
health care-acquired infections which
are preventable through hand washing,
sterilized equipment, using clean pro-
cedures.

Health information technology, if we
stop talking about it and work with
hospitals to invoke it, can save $162 bil-
lion in reducing errors. If we do more
with case management, we could re-
duce the big bulk of dollars spent on
people who have chronic illnesses such
as heart disease and other problems.
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If we worked to reduce maternal

smoking, we can reduce premature
births, problems with low Dbirth
weights, asthma, respiratory distress

symptoms, and so many other prob-
lems that infants experience, if we
work to reduce maternal smoking.

Now, we have a choice here. We can
continue to argue as a House over who
has the better plan, the Republicans’ or
Democrats’ plan; or we can really get
together over these next several days
and say we need to fix our broken
health care system, not continue to fi-
nance it. We need a health care system
that is focused on patients and not pol-
itics. We need a health care system
that is focused on patient safety and
patient quality and where patients can
choose their doctors and hospitals.

I hope this is not a time that Ameri-
cans will continue to see politicians
beat their chest and say ‘“‘my plan is
better’’; ‘‘no, my plan is better.” I
know if every few minutes a child or an
adult is dying from an infection they
picked up in a hospital, if we know the
chronic illnesses they face continue to
be so difficult to manage, and it is odd
to me that Medicare and Medicaid will
spend thousands of dollars to amputate
the foot of someone who has severe dia-
betes, but won’t spend $5 to have some
nurse call that person and check up on
them with care management, some-
thing is wrong and something is broken
with that system.

If we really and truly care about chil-
dren, as I believe we do, if we really
and truly care about the health care of
Americans, as I believe we all do,
shouldn’t we be focusing our time in-
stead on how to fix the system and use
the compassion in our hearts to roll up
our sleeves and work together and stop
this continued fighting for the sake of
political points.

I believe that is what America wants,
I believe that is what America needs,
and I believe that is what they sent us
here to take care of.

——
O 2130

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

BUSH ECONOMIC RECORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the President says his policies
are working to make the economy
strong and that all Americans are ben-
efiting. But evidence of a slowing econ-
omy is building, and anxiety over the
state of the economy remains high.

The credit crunch, the worsening
housing slump, market volatility and
weak consumer confidence point to a
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gathering storm that could drag down
the economy, taking thousands of
American jobs with it.

Risks in the housing market and
weak business investment point to the
growing uncertainty of which way the
economy is heading. We are facing a
tsunami of defaults and foreclosures in
the subprime market which could have
broader implications for the overall
economy.

RealtyTrac reported that fore-
closures in August increased 36 percent
since July and 115 percent since this
time last year. Expectations are that
the next 18 months will be even worse
as many subprime loans reset to higher
rates.

The ability of American consumers
to keep spending may be flagging with
the cooling housing market. Consumer
spending has been propping up the
economy, but high energy prices and a
worsening housing slump could force
consumers to cut back, putting the
economy at even greater risk.

American families are understand-
ably worried about the future because
the economy is weakening even before
many have shared in the gains from
the economic growth we have seen so
far.

Employee compensation has lagged
far behind productivity in this recov-
ery. Some workers are beginning to see
some gains in their paychecks after in-
flation, but they still have a great deal
of lost ground to make up. Median fam-
ily income has actually fallen by near-
ly $1,000 since President Bush took of-
fice.

The divergence between the ‘‘haves”
and the ‘“‘have nots’” in the Bush econ-
omy stands in marked contrast to the
second term of the Clinton administra-
tion when real wage gains were strong
up and down the wage ladder, to the
wealthy, to the poor, to the middle
class.

And our economic foundation is sim-
ply not on solid ground. The adminis-
tration is responsible for the three
largest budget deficits on record, in-
cluding a $413 billion deficit in 2004.
The gross Federal debt is now almost
$9 trillion, or my colleagues listening
tonight, each of us owes $29,000 per per-
son. Every citizen in America owes
$29,000 to the Federal debt.

Our current account deficit with the
rest of the world, the broadest measure
of our trade deficit, rose to a record
smashing $856 billion in 2006, the larg-
est ever in the history of our country.
The amount of Federal debt owned by
foreigners has more than doubled under
President Bush, with Japan and China
alone holding nearly half of our $2.2
trillion debt. We have become a Nation
of debtors vulnerable to the economic
and political decisions made half a
world away.

Despite 4 years of economic expan-
sion, job growth has been modest.
Wages are barely keeping pace with in-
flation. Employer-provided health in-
surance coverage is declining, and pri-
vate pensions are in jeopardy. These
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are the economic barometers that mat-
ter most to American families.

Democrats in Congress are taking ac-
tion to restore a sense of economic se-
curity to the middle class and ensure
long-term economic growth for our Na-
tion. We started by presenting a real-
istic budget plan that adheres to
PAYGO principles for bringing down
the deficit but that does not short-
change our national defense or our citi-
zens. We are not going to spend money
we do not have.

Our priorities include providing
health care for millions more unin-
sured children as we did tonight, add-
ing 10 million uninsured children, pro-
viding coverage for them, making in-
vestments in veterans’ benefits, and re-
storing crucial funding for first re-
sponders and local law enforcement.

In order to spur innovation that will
keep America number one, Democrats
will increase funding for cutting-edge
research, invest more in math and
science education, and make college
more affordable.

We also have a plan to expand renew-
able energy and energy efficiency to re-
duce global warming and dependence
on foreign oil.

And Democrats want to bring tax re-
lief to those who need it most, by
shielding 19 million middle-income
American families from the alternative
minimum tax.

Mr. Speaker, after 6 years of irre-
sponsible policies, Democrats are
working hard to get our economic
house back in order.

CONGRATULATING TEMPLE
EMANUEL ON 75TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the 75th anniversary of
Temple Emanuel in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. Temple Emanuel is a
Jewish reform congregation in Win-
ston-Salem known for consistently
reaching out beyond the Jewish com-
munity to embrace people from all
walks of life.

Temple Emanuel is identified in the
area as a community with a long his-
tory of actively engaging the issues
that confront the people of Winston-
Salem. Its example clearly illustrates
how important the tradition of Amer-
ican religious communities’ involve-
ment in civic and community life is in
an age of what often seems like in-
creasing individual disengagement. I
commend the members of Temple
Emanuel for their faithful example of
outreach and investment in others.

This ethic is embodied in the leader-
ship of Rabbi Mark Strauss-Cohn. His
commitment to service and religious
dialogue recently earned him the Ev-
eryone Can Help Out Award from the
Winston-Salem Foundation for his ef-
forts to bridge religious differences by
teaching community classes on Juda-
ism. Rabbi Strauss-Cohn has also led
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