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BUSH REFUSES TO BUDGE FROM 

THE STATUS QUO IN IRAQ 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 
last week President Bush told the 
American people that the status quo 
would continue in Iraq for 10 months. 
Last year, the American people de-
manded a change of course in Iraq. 
They wanted us to begin the process of 
bringing our troops home. The Presi-
dent’s response: a troop escalation plan 
that sent an additional 30,000 troops to 
Iraq. 

At the time, he said that if the Iraqi 
Government did not meet certain eco-
nomic and political benchmarks, they 
would lose the support of our Nation. 
After months of delay, September be-
came the moment of truth; and despite 
the fact that the nonpartisan GAO re-
port found that the Iraqi Government 
had failed to fully meet 15 of the 18 
benchmarks, the President said the 
troop escalation plan is going to con-
tinue until next summer. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now clear that the 
President’s only plan for Iraq is to stay 
the course until he can hand off the 
war to his successor. 

The time for stalling is over. Staying 
the course is no longer acceptable. It is 
time for Republicans to join us in 
charting a new course. 

f 

OUR DOMESTIC AUTO INDUSTRY 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, there has been a great deal of 
talk over the years that the Big 3 do-
mestic auto companies have been too 
generous in providing pay and benefits 
to their workers which has made them 
less competitive. 

I think it is wrong that these compa-
nies that helped, literally helped, cre-
ate the American middle class have 
been attacked in such a way, but de-
tractors of our domestic auto industry 
fail to understand that blatant cheat-
ing by foreign competitors and foreign 
governments on such matters as cur-
rency manipulation and piracy of intel-
lectual property distort the market-
place and give foreign companies a 
competitive advantage. Detractors now 
want to expand the attack on our do-
mestic auto industry by imposing dra-
conian fuel economy standards that 
will benefit foreign companies and cost 
American jobs. 

Enough is enough. The American 
auto companies and the UAW are 
poised to revolutionize the way health 
care and other benefits are delivered to 
autoworkers, retirees, and their family 
members; and, at the same time, the 
companies and their incredible sci-
entists are working on new tech-
nologies for the vehicles of the future 

that will significantly reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil. Now is not the 
time for increased government regula-
tion that will simply kill American 
jobs. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS SENDS 
COLLEGE COST REDUCTION ACT 
TO THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, elections do 
make a difference. Last November, 
Democrats promised that if the Amer-
ican people entrusted us with the con-
trol of Congress, one of our top six pri-
orities would be putting college in 
reach for more Americans. 

This week, the Democratic Congress 
delivers on that promise, sending the 
College Cost Reduction and Access Act 
to the President’s desk for his signa-
ture. The President says he will sign it, 
which is good news for millions of stu-
dents and families who are trying to 
fulfill the American Dream. 

The landmark legislation is the larg-
est college aid expansion since the GI 
Bill in 1944. Under the legislation, the 
maximum Pell Grant scholarship will 
increase by more than $1,000 over the 
next 5 years. More than 5.5 million low- 
and moderate-income students will re-
ceive an immediate boost of almost 
$500 in their Pell Grant scholarships. 
The legislation also cuts interest rates 
in half on student loans, which will 
save the average student $4,400 over the 
life of the college loan. 

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic Con-
gress has delivered on another of our 
top priorities as we take America in a 
new direction. 

f 

UNNECESSARY DELAY IN PASSING 
VETERANS APPROPRIATIONS 

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the unneces-
sary delay in passing this year’s vet-
erans appropriations. 

This year’s veterans appropriations 
passed with an overwhelming majority 
in both Houses, 409–2 in this body and 
92–1 in the Senate. This kind of biparti-
sanship makes it clear to all that Con-
gress takes its obligation to our Na-
tion’s veterans very seriously. 

I sincerely believe America’s vet-
erans want to see a final version of vet-
erans funding quickly passed so they 
may receive the desperately needed 
funding. However, I feel this will not be 
the case. Last week, one Democratic 
aide, asked about this year’s veterans 
appropriations, was quoted in Roll Call 
saying, ‘‘These bills constitute the lit-
tle bit of leverage we have.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the sacrifices that our 
young men and women are making in 
Iraq and Afghanistan are not leverage. 
The tragedies that occurred at Walter 

Reed are not leverage. Veterans health 
care is not political leverage. We must 
recognize that veterans funding is crit-
ical and should not be used for partisan 
politics. 

I urge my colleagues to rise above 
the partisan bickering and pass this. 
Our veterans are demanding: Do not 
betray us. 

f 

COLLEGE COST REDUCTION & AC-
CESS ACT: DEMOCRATS ACT ON 
MAKING COLLEGE MORE AF-
FORDABLE 

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, an estimated 200,000 academi-
cally qualified students are not able to 
go to college every year because they 
can’t afford the cost. 

This is a dangerous trend for our Na-
tion, but it is not surprising. Under the 
Bush administration, prices at public 
colleges have increased by 40 percent 
after inflation. And under Republican 
rule, Pell Grants remained stagnant for 
4 years in a row. 

When our Democratic majority was 
elected, we pledged to address this 
growing crisis, and this week are ful-
filling that pledge by sending the Col-
lege Cost Reduction and Access Act to 
the President’s desk. This important 
legislation provides the single largest 
increase in college aid since the GI 
Bill, increases the maximum Pell 
Grant over the next 5 years, and cuts 
interest rates in half on need-based 
student loans. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will 
help millions of students across our 
Nation afford a college education with-
out saddling themselves with thou-
sands of dollars in debt, and it is the 
latest example of what the Democratic 
Congress is doing. 

f 

SCHIP 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as a strong supporter of the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, SCHIP, and I support a respon-
sible reauthorization of this very suc-
cessful program. 

Everybody knows it is going to ex-
pire on September 30, unless Congress 
passes reauthorizing legislation by this 
date. However, the Democrat leader-
ship in the House and the Senate have 
been unsuccessful in completing the 
package. 

I am proud today to stand as an 
original cosponsor of legislation that 
would reauthorize SCHIP for a period 
of 18 months. By reauthorizing the pro-
gram for an additional 18 months, we 
are taking the politics out of SCHIP 
policy and protecting the children who 
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are in this program and who deserve 
the care. It is an extension of the pro-
gram that we need; and, if it is not en-
acted, at least 12 States are going to 
find themselves without SCHIP funds. 

There is a very simple solution to the 
SCHIP problem: Support the Barton- 
Deal SCHIP legislation. 

f 

NEW BUSH ADMINISTRATION RE-
STRICTIONS TO THE CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 
(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, last 
month the Bush administration dealt 
yet another blow to uninsured Ameri-
cans, this time focused on millions of 
uninsured children in our Nation. 

New guidelines set forth by the ad-
ministration require that children 
must go without health insurance for 
at least 1 year before States will be al-
lowed to provide them with coverage 
under the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. The administration also re-
quires States to enroll at least 95 per-
cent of the children below 200 percent 
of the Federal poverty level before 
they can provide health coverage to 
other low-income children, a standard 
that no State in the country can cur-
rently meet. The Bush administration 
is limiting the very flexibility that has 
made the CHIP program successful. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable for 
the President to require low-income 
children to spend a year of their lives 
without health insurance, especially 
when we have a program in place that 
can provide them with the coverage 
they need today. It is time for the 
President to stop playing political 
games with the children’s health care 
and to vow to work with us to 
strengthen, not weaken, the CHIP pro-
gram. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MISS ANN 
MIRON 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, too 
often we heard about the negatives of 
America’s teenagers, but today I rise 
to congratulate the work of a wonder-
ful young accomplished woman from 
my district, the Sixth District in Min-
nesota. Her name, Mr. Speaker, is Ann 
Miron of Hugo, Minnesota. She is a 
very accomplished young woman, rep-
resenting the next generation of Amer-
ican dairy farmers, being an American 
dairy farmer herself at age 19. 

She descends from a long line of Min-
nesota dairy farmers, living on a coun-
try dairy farm, and she was just re-
cently crowned Princess Kay of the 
Milky Way. In Minnesota, this is a 
pretty big deal at the county fair. She 
was crowned Princess Kay, and Ann 
Miron will begin a year of speaking and 
promoting Minnesota area dairy farms. 

I am privileged to represent the area 
with the largest number of dairy farms 
in the State of Minnesota, and even 
more privileged to have married a 
dairy farmer myself. 

Ann, I join your great parents, Mayor 
Fran Miron of Hugo, Minnesota, Mary 
Ann Miron, and the people of Min-
nesota to wish you a wonderful year 
promoting dairy farming in the State 
of Minnesota. 

f 

REAL PROGRESS IS NOT BEING 
MADE IN IRAQ—IT IS TIME FOR 
A CHANGE OF COURSE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush says progress is being made 
in Iraq, but many of the examples he 
pointed to in the nationally televised 
speech last week were overestimated or 
overly optimistic. Let me just cite a 
couple examples. 

First, President Bush said, ‘‘Iraq’s 
national leaders are getting some 
things done, such as sharing oil reve-
nues with the provinces.’’ But accord-
ing to the Washington Post, the Presi-
dent’s statement ignored the fact that 
U.S. officials have been frustrated that 
none of these actions have become law 
and that a possible compromise has 
collapsed. 

The President also thanked ‘‘the 36 
nations who have troops on the ground 
in Iraq.’’ But if he had checked with his 
own State Department, he would have 
realized that only 25 countries are still 
involved in the war, supplying only 
11,600 troops. Now, that is less than 7 
percent of the size of the U.S. forces 
still on the ground. 

Mr. Speaker, this is nothing new. The 
President has been painting rosy sce-
narios for the situation in Iraq from 
the very beginning. Time and time 
again they have been proven wrong. 
The status quo simply can’t continue. 
It is time to change course. 

f 

REENACT FISA 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, yesterday in the 
House Judiciary Committee we heard 
from Admiral McConnell, who is the 
Director of National Intelligence, over 
the need for us to reenact that bill 
which we passed just 11⁄2 months ago 
which reformed FISA, which of course 
is the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act. 

Mr. Speaker, probably in the 3 years 
that I have been here, in my second 
tour of duty as a Member of Congress, 
no more important bill did I vote on 
than voting the passage of a reform of 
FISA. 

The admiral indicated that two- 
thirds of our foreign terrorist targets 
were blinded from our review as a re-

sult of a FISA court decision under the 
old FISA. That is why we needed to 
pass the reform. We put a 6-month 
leash on it, that is, it will go out of ex-
istence in 6 months. 

There is no more important thing for 
this body to do than to pass a reform of 
FISA that makes permanent the 
changes that we adopted just 11⁄2 
months ago. Our Nation depends on it. 
Our children and our grandchildren’s 
future depends on it. Let’s make sure 
we act responsibly. 

f 

b 1030 

MY FIRST VISIT TO ISRAEL 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, trav-
eling to the Holy Land in August, I saw 
firsthand the challenges facing our ally 
and friend, Israel. From Syria, the ter-
rorist state in the north, to Lebanon 
and the chaos existing there further to 
the north, to the enemies that sur-
round the state, I saw the challenges 
traveling down the Galilee to the Jor-
dan, down to the Dead Sea and going to 
the capital, Jerusalem. 

While it was my great privilege to 
walk on that sacred holy ground, I also 
realized the eye-opening national secu-
rity issues that they face as a nation. 
Israel is our greatest ally in the war 
against Islamic extremists, and it is 
our function to support them in Israel. 
It is our imperative to support them. 
That’s why our 10-year security agree-
ment that we recently signed between 
the United States and Israel is so nec-
essary for the ongoing security, not 
just of Israel, but of the United States. 
Israel’s enemies are our enemies. We 
share a common cause, and it is nec-
essary that we stand strong for Israel 
because it makes us that much strong-
er. 

I encourage the American people to 
support our greatest ally in the Middle 
East, Israel. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2761, TERRORISM RISK 
INSURANCE REVISION AND EX-
TENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 660 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 660 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2761) to extend 
the Terrorism Insurance Program of the De-
partment of the Treasury, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
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