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House of Representatives 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. RUPPERSBERGER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 17, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable C.A. DUTCH 
RUPPERSBERGER to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 31 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCDERMOTT) at 2 p.m. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, dynamic in power, never 
absent or diminished, inspire the Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives 
with transcending vision and far-reach-
ing goals. While focused on the honest 
issues facing Your people and searching 
for response in solid national policies, 
keep them as practical as most of 
America’s people. 

With Your help, enlighten them to 
assess accurately our Nation’s re-
sources, and yet be honest enough to 
admit our limitations. Prevent them 
from enabling dysfunctional endeavors 
or from being distracted by unreal 
anxieties. 

Shape this assembly, Lord, into a 
body of diverse ideas, which can solve 
any problem with a variety of ap-
proaches, until a fitting solution can 
be brought to bear lasting goodness for 
Your people. 

This we ask, calling upon Your al-
mighty name. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PETRI led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ON THE RETIREMENT OF WHITE 
HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY TONY 
SNOW 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week Tony Snow stepped 
down as White House press secretary. 
Mr. Snow, a graduate of Davidson Col-
lege in North Carolina, has served the 
President and his Nation with distinc-
tion, and I wish to thank him for his 
hard work and dedication. 

As a speech writer in the first Bush 
administration and as a television and 
radio personality, Tony established a 
reputation for common sense and 
measured thinking. As White House 
press secretary, he has led a profes-
sional team of communications per-
sonnel during a time when our country 
faces many difficult challenges. Presi-
dent Bush could not have asked for a 
stronger spokesperson. His forthright 
and genuine approach to his job has 
earned Tony Snow the respect and ad-
miration of his peers in the political 
arena as well as the media. We wish 
him and his family much health and 
happiness as they embark upon the 
next chapter of their lives. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC AC-
TIONS OF MERLIN AND TERESA 
HARN 
(Mr. PETRI asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, it was a 
close call on September 1 in the town 
of Menasha, Wisconsin. Merlin Harn 
and his wife Teresa were in their car 
when they noticed two boys, one appar-
ently age 5 and the other under 2, 
walking on some railroad tracks. 
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Mrs. Harn said it ‘‘didn’t look right’’ 

to have two small children so far away 
from any homes, so she called 911. As 
she was talking to the 911 operator, she 
realized a train was coming. Mr. Harn 
immediately jumped out of the car. 
The older child got off the tracks, but 
Mr. Harn saved the life of the younger 
child by pulling him to safety. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people would 
have seen those two boys and would 
have said, ‘‘That doesn’t look right, 
but it’s none of my business.’’ 

But, no. The Harns acted like con-
cerned neighbors, like responsible 
members of a community rather than 
self-obsessed individuals. And they 
saved a young life. 

Their concern, and their heroic ac-
tions, deserve our recognition and 
thanks. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 14, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
September 14, 2007, at 12:16 p.m. and said to 
contain a message from the President where-
by he transmits a report providing progress 
on 18 Iraqi benchmarks. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT RE-
PORT—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110–58) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and the Committee 
on Armed Services and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with section 1314 of the 
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Care, 
Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Account-
ability Appropriations Act, 2007 (Public 
Law 110–28) (the ‘‘Act’’), attached is a 
report that assesses the status of each 
of the 18 Iraqi benchmarks contained in 
the Act and declares whether satisfac-
tory progress toward meeting these 
benchmarks is, or is not, being 
achieved. 

The second of two reports submitted 
consistent with the Act, it has been 
prepared in consultation with the Sec-
retaries of State and Defense; the Com-

mander, Multi-National Force-Iraq; the 
United States Ambassador to Iraq; and 
the Commander, United States Central 
Command. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 14, 2007. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SCIENTISTS F. 
SHERWOOD ROWLAND, MARIO 
MOLINA, AND PAUL CRUTZEN 
FOR THEIR WORK IN ATMOS-
PHERIC CHEMISTRY 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 593) congratulating sci-
entists F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario 
Molina, and Paul Crutzen for their 
work in atmospheric chemistry, par-
ticularly concerning the formation and 
decomposition of ozone, that led to the 
development of the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances That Deplete the Ozone 
Layer. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 593 

Whereas in 1973, on the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine campus, chemists F. Sherwood 
Rowland and Mario Molina began research-
ing the depletion of stratospheric ozone by 
the chlorofluorocarbon gases then used 
worldwide as refrigerants and aerosol propel-
lants; 

Whereas on June 28, 1974, F. Sherwood 
Rowland and Mario Molina published in the 
scientific journal Nature, their path-break-
ing article, ‘‘Stratospheric Sink for 
Chlorofluoromethanes: Chlorine Atom- 
Catalysed Destruction of Ozone’’; 

Whereas in 1976, the work of F. Sherwood 
Rowland and Mario Molina connecting 
chlorofluorocarbons and atmospheric ozone 
depletion was confirmed by the National 
Academy of Sciences; 

Whereas in 1978, the United States banned 
chlorofluorocarbons as propellants in aerosol 
cans; 

Whereas in 1987, because of the research of 
F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario Molina, Paul 
Crutzen, and many other scientists, the 
international community acted through the 
adoption of the Montreal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (‘‘Mon-
treal Protocol’’); 

Whereas the Montreal Protocol created the 
Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of 
the Montreal Protocol which provides funds 
to help developing countries to phase out the 
use of ozone-depleting substances; 

Whereas the Multilateral Fund for Imple-
mentation of the Montreal Protocol was the 
first financial mechanism to be created 
under an international treaty; 

Whereas the Montreal Protocol recognized 
that world-wide emissions of certain sub-

stances can significantly deplete and other-
wise modify the ozone layer in a manner 
that is likely to result in adverse effects on 
human health and the environment; 

Whereas because of the adoption of the 
Montreal Protocol the levels of 
chlorofluorocarbon gases in the Earth’s at-
mosphere have decreased; 

Whereas on September 17, 1987, the Mon-
treal Protocol was open for signatures; 

Whereas to date, 191 nations have signed 
the Montreal Protocol; 

Whereas F. Sherwood Rowland, Mario 
Molina, and Paul Crutzen were awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1995 for their 
work in atmospheric chemistry, particularly 
concerning the formation and decomposition 
of ozone; and 

Whereas September 17, 2007, marks the 
twentieth anniversary of the signing of the 
Montreal Protocol: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates scientists F. Sherwood 
Rowland, Mario Molina, and Paul Crutzen 
for their work in atmospheric chemistry, 
particularly concerning the formation and 
decomposition of ozone, that led to the de-
velopment of the Montreal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the Ozone Layer; and 

(2) encourages the continued research of 
the interaction of humans and their actions 
with the Earth’s ecosystem. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. HALL) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H. Res. 593, the 
resolution now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of House Reso-

lution 593, legislation that congratu-
lates scientists Frank Sherwood Row-
land, Mario Molina, and Paul Crutzen 
for their work in atmospheric chem-
istry concerning the formation and de-
composition of ozone. 

In 1973, Frank Sherwood Rowland and 
Mario Molina began studying the im-
pacts of CFCs in the Earth’s atmos-
phere at the University of California, 
Irvine. The chemists discovered that 
CFC molecules were stable enough to 
remain in the atmosphere until they 
reached the middle of the stratosphere. 
There the molecules would finally be 
broken down by ultraviolet radiation, 
releasing a chlorine atom. 

Rowland and Molina proposed that 
these chlorine atoms might be ex-
pected to cause the breakdown of large 
amounts of ozone (O3) in the strato-
sphere. Their argument was based upon 
an analogy to contemporary work by 
Paul J. Crutzen, which had shown that 
nitric oxide could catalyze the destruc-
tion of ozone. 

Drs. Crutzen, Molina and Rowland 
were awarded the 1995 Nobel prize for 
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