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‘‘Yea’’—H. Res. 257—Supporting the goals 

and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month (Representative PLATTS—Oversight and 
Government Reform). 

‘‘Yea’’—H. Res. 643—Recognizing Sep-
tember 11 as a day of remembrance, extend-
ing sympathies to those who lost their lives on 
September 11, 2001, and their families, hon-
oring the heroic actions of our Nation’s first re-
sponders and Armed Forces, and reaffirming 
the commitment to defending the people of the 
United States against any and all future chal-
lenges (Representatives HOYER and 
BOEHNER). 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to offi-
cial business in the 13th Congressional District 
of Michigan, I was unable to attend to several 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on final passage of H. Res. 257, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month, and voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
House Resolution 643, which recognizes Sep-
tember 11 as a day of remembrance. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 9/11 
REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, ladies and 
gentlemen of the House, as you know, 
we will not be in session tomorrow 
night. 

Many of us remember some 6 years 
ago when we first had a meeting in the 
Capitol Police headquarters, many of 
us, after the traumatic morning and 
afternoon; and we resolved that we 
would show to the country a unity and 
a resolve that the terrorist attack 
would neither cow us nor deter us from 
the defense of freedom and liberty and 
our country and its people. 

We are now, of course, 6 years later 
and continue to be involved in a battle 
to defeat those who by terror would in-
timidate us and hurt our people and 
our country and our way of life. 

In a moment we will be led by Speak-
er PELOSI and Leader BOEHNER to the 
front steps of the Capitol. We will have 
a brief ceremony to again show to the 
country and, indeed, to the world that 
while we may have differences in de-
bate, there are no differences in our 
unity of purpose to defend our country, 
our Constitution, and our people, and 
to ensure that the friends of liberty 
around the world will know that they 
have a friend in the United States of 
America. 

So I would ask all of you to join us as 
Speaker PELOSI and Leader BOEHNER 
lead us out to the front steps on the 
House side. We will organize there, 
stand, and we will be led in the ‘‘Star- 
Spangled Banner’’ by the United States 
Marine Corps Band. We will have some 
comments by the Speaker and by the 
leader, and then we will conclude, as 
we did on that evening 6 years ago, 
with the singing of ‘‘God Bless Amer-
ica.’’ I think that was one of the most 
moving moments in my service in the 

House of Representatives. I am sure 
that many of you feel the same way. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the House will re-
main in session, but we would ask all 
Members to join, as I said, Speaker 
PELOSI, Leader BOEHNER, and myself on 
the front steps of the Capitol. We will 
proceed now. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

THE UNJUST PROSECUTION OF 
FORMER BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS RAMOS AND COMPEAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today is the 237th day of in-
carceration for two former U.S. Border 
Patrol agents. Agent Ramos and 
Compean were convicted in March of 
2006 for shooting a Mexican drug smug-
gler who brought 743 pounds of mari-
juana across our border into Texas. 
These agents have now been in prison 
for more than 7 months. 

Since the agents’ conviction, thou-
sands of American citizens and dozens 
of Members of Congress have asked 
President Bush to pardon these two 
men. Mr. Speaker, many in this coun-
try are disappointed that the present 
sentence of Scooter Libby was com-
muted while these two law enforce-
ment officers are still in prison. Mr. 
Libby did not spend one day in prison; 
yet two decorated Border Patrol agents 
with exemplary records, who were 
doing their duty to protect the Amer-
ican people from an illegal alien drug 
smuggler, are serving 11- and 12-year 
prison sentences. By attempting to ap-
prehend an illegal alien drug smuggler, 
these agents were enforcing our laws, 
not breaking them. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Judici-
ary Chairman JOHN CONYERS for his 
concern and interest in this case. I also 
want to thank Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee Chairman BILL DELAHUNT, 
who, prior to the August recess, held a 
hearing to examine the Mexican Gov-
ernment’s influence in this case. I am 
hopeful that Chairman JOHN CONYERS 
will see to it that the House Judiciary 
Committee will hold a hearing within 
the next 30 to 45 days to fully examine 
this case. 

While the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee held a hearing on this case in 
July, additional questions remain 
about how this prosecution was initi-
ated and how the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice proceeded in this case. Since that 
time, it has become clear that not only 
did the prosecution prevent the jury 
from hearing evidence that the smug-
gler brought a second load of drugs 
across our border, but the smuggler 
was given free access to our country 
during and after the second smuggling 
incident. 

The American people want to know, 
why did the U.S. Attorney’s Office con-
tinue to prosecute these two border 
agents even after the credibility of the 
drug smuggler was shattered? This is a 
question that U.S. Attorney Johnny 
Sutton needs to answer. By shedding 
light on the questionable actions of the 
prosecution in this case, I am hopeful 
that this gross miscarriage of justice 
can be corrected. 

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I call on 
the White House again to look seri-
ously at the situation. These two bor-
der agents are Hispanic Americans who 
have served this Nation, and they have 
a right to justice. This is an example of 
an injustice. 

f 

b 1915 

TRIBUTE TO FOUR OF NEWARK’S 
FINEST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KAGEN). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. PAYNE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I come to the House 
floor today. 

Over the August recess, four young, 
promising Newark, New Jersey resi-
dents were savagely gunned down exe-
cution style in a city playground while 
enjoying the last days of summer. 

On August 14, 2007, in my city of 
Newark, Terrance Aeriel, age 18, 
Dashon Harvey and Iofemi Hightower, 
both age 20, were senselessly murdered. 
Natasha Aeriel, age 19, is still recov-
ering in the hospital. 

I stand here today to pay tribute to 
their lives. While three were cut short, 
were full of courage and determination 
and continue to inspire the residents of 
Newark. 

Active in their community, these 
youths stayed above the fray. Dashon, 
Iofemi and Natasha were avid music 
lovers and played in their Newark High 
School marching bands while they at-
tended high school. Terrance, full of 
charisma, became an ordained minister 
at age 13. 

Their hard work paid off; all became 
students at Delaware State University. 
Natasha and Dashon were juniors, 
Terrance was a freshman, and Iofemi 
was about to begin classes. 

In a testament to how they lived 
their lives, Natasha, who has under-
gone many major surgeries and is still 
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recuperating, provided the police with 
many key details that led to the appre-
hension of six suspects. Without her 
input, some of the suspects may have 
evaded capture. Her bravery and perse-
verance is an inspiration for others 
who, for various reasons, fail to speak 
up for what is right at times. 

While I know that their families and 
the community are going through a 
trying time, I hope they take comfort 
in the legacy that these four young 
adults had created. It can be said that 
this senseless crime cut short their 
promise, that their destinies went un-
filled. I beg to differ. In the short time 
that they were alive, their lives epito-
mized consciousness, fortitude and 
dedication to family and friends. They 
have and will continue to serve as role 
models for the young and old in the 
city of Newark. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today to 
recognize three lives that ended too 
soon, and one that is still brimming 
with possibilities. Let us not remember 
Terrance Aeriel, Dashon Harvey and 
Iofemi Hightower for the senseless 
crime that took their lives, but for the 
lives that they led. As Natasha Aeriel 
continues to recover, I commend her 
for her bravery and conviction. I wish 
to convey my sorrow and condolences 
again to their families. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE FIRST 
RESPONDERS OF SEPTEMBER 11 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, 6 years ago 
today, most Americans were going 
about their business, and then we woke 
up to the next day, September 11, 2001. 
I was not yet in Congress at that time, 
but I was a judge in Texas. And I was 
driving to the courthouse when I was 
listening to country western music, 
and it was interrupted about an air-
plane that crashed into the World 
Trade Center. And a few minutes later, 
a second airplane crashed into the 
World Trade Center. 

And about that time, as I was driving 
my jeep, I noticed that other folks on 
the road had pulled off to the side of 
the road, all doing the same thing, lis-
tening to the radio, hearing the news 
from New York. And then we heard 
more news. We heard about a third air-
plane, where some good folks in Penn-
sylvania took matters into their own 
hands. And later we learned why that 
plane crashed in Pennsylvania; it did 
not crash in Washington, D.C. at the 
White House or even this Capitol. And 
finally, we heard about a fourth air-

plane, a plane that crashed not far 
from here into the Pentagon. 

And at the end of that day, like 
many Americans, I was watching tele-
vision and noticed all of the news re-
ports about the World Trade Center 
and about the Pentagon, and followed 
that day, as most Americans, intensely 
observing and being concerned about 
our country. 

As I was watching television that 
afternoon, over the skies of Houston, 
Texas, where I’m from, the 147th Air 
National Guard were flying those F–16s 
on patrol over our skies and over our 
refineries, over our ports. But as I was 
watching television, I noticed that 
when those planes hit the World Trade 
Center, that there were thousands and 
thousands of people, good people, peo-
ple of all races, all nationalities, both 
sexes and all ages, when those planes 
hit the World Trade Center, they were 
trying to get away from that terror in 
the sky as fast as they could. They 
were running as hard as they could. 
Nothing wrong with that, but that’s 
what they were doing, fleeing that 
enemy that attacked us on our soil. 

But I also noticed that there was an-
other group of people, not very many, 
but as soon as those planes hit the 
World Trade Center, they were running 
as hard as they could to get to that ter-
ror that had crashed into our buildings 
in New York City. Who were they? 
Emergency medical technicians, fire-
fighters and police officers, because 
that’s what they do; they respond first 
to terror, domestic or international. 

And while today, Mr. Speaker, it is 
very important that we remember the 
thousands of people who died on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, it’s equally important 
that we remember the people who 
lived, that were allowed to live because 
our police officers, our firefighters and 
our emergency technical folks were on 
the job, saving those lives of those peo-
ple who were in the World Trade Cen-
ter. Amazing Americans, those individ-
uals, many of whom lost friends that 
were trying to get into the World 
Trade Center, people that they had 
known all their lives, but they did it 
because it is their duty and because it 
was the right thing to do. 

Of course we have to remember and 
need to remember the plane that 
crashed into the Pentagon as well. And 
across the street from the Pentagon is 
Arlington National Cemetery, where 
we bury America’s warriors from all 
wars since the war between the States. 
And on duty that day, when that plane 
came low across this land and crashed 
into the Pentagon, at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, those soldiers were 
on duty. They did not leave their post. 
They stayed there throughout the en-
tire episode. Amazing people, our mili-
tary. 

So it’s incumbent upon us not only to 
remember those that died, those that 
lived because of our first responders, 
but we need to remember that we did 
not ask for this war, and we must deal 

with it wherever it takes us through-
out this world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIXTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 11 
ATTACKS AND THE NEED TO 
REFOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON 
THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow marks 6 years since America 
experienced its worst foreign terrorist 
attack. I send my solemn prayers to 
the families of the victims and the sur-
vivors of the September 11 attack, 
where nearly 3,000 persons lost their 
lives. 

Although no amount of time can ever 
bring back the ones you cherish or 
erase the memories of the tragic event, 
it is my hope that their wounds have 
begun to heal. 

While the world and the United 
States mourned the loss of innocent 
lives that day, we also sought answers 
as to who had attacked us and what 
would be our next steps. Rather than 
focusing on those responsible for orga-
nizing these attacks, President Bush 
and his administration diverted our ef-
forts and refocused our resources to 
fight the global war on terror by wag-
ing war against the regime of Saddam 
Hussein via a preemptive strike. The 
administration presented its erroneous 
case by drawing on allegations that 
Iran had weapons of mass destruction, 
that it was a clear threat to the United 
States, and that it was connected with 
al Qaeda. 

While failing to gain the support of 
the global community, this administra-
tion continued on with its ill-conceived 
stance on Iraq, convincing the major-
ity of the Congress to vote in favor of 
entering a war where only 5 years later 
we continue to pay heavily. 

And what exactly has been the cost? 
It has cost over $450 billion in tax-
payers hard-earned dollars, according 
to the Congressional Research Service. 
It has left families of servicemembers 
and the larger population mourning 
the deaths of over 3,750 
servicemembers, 69 of those being from 
the great State of Maryland. It has re-
sulted in a strained family situation 
for those who endure multiple deploy-
ments, and has led to strikingly low 
levels of recruitment and retention of 
our mid-career armed servicemembers. 

It has undercut our efforts to ensure 
adequate protection of the home front 
because much of the needed equipment 
has been left behind unaccounted for in 
Iraq, as the National Guard testified 
before a Senate committee last April. 

It has belabored the economy, where 
the Government Accountability Office, 
GAO, has reported that the United 
States simply cannot continue spend-
ing at its current rate. And it has, in 
reality, resulted in the establishment 
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