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strokes and transient
tacks.

It is fitting to honor Kenneth T.
Whalum with the naming of this post
office. I urge all of my colleagues to
support H.R. 2587.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H.R. 25687, which names a postal fa-
cility in Memphis, Tennessee, after
Kenneth T. Whalum, Sr.

H.R. 2587, which was introduced by
Representative STEVE COHEN on June 6,
2007, was reported from the oversight
committee on July 19, 2007, by a voice
vote. This measure has the support of
the entire Tennessee congressional del-
egation.

Reverend Kenneth Whalum, Sr.’s
dedication and service to the people of
Memphis go back many years. He was a
district manager of the Michigan Post-
al Service before returning to Memphis
as director of personnel for the Mem-
phis Post Office. He served as a Mem-
phis city councilman from 1988 to 1996.

Reverend Whalum is a well-respected
man of faith in his community. In 1969,
he became the senior pastor of Olivet
Baptist Church and served until 1999.

I commend my colleague, Represent-
ative STEVE COHEN, for introducing
this legislation and urge its swift pas-
sage.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time and
urge passage of this resolution hon-
oring this very distinguished Mem-
phian.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2587, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
““A Bill to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
565 South 3rd Street Lobby in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, as the ‘Kenneth T.
Whalum, Sr. Post Office Building’.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ischemic at-

ELEANOR McGOVERN POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2654) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 202 South Dumont Avenue in
Woonsocket, South Dakota, as the “El-
eanor McGovern Post Office Building’.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2654
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELEANOR MCGOVERN POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 202
South Dumont Avenue in Woonsocket, South
Dakota, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Eleanor McGovern Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Eleanor McGovern
Post Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is now my pleasure to yield such
time as she might consume to the
sponsor of this resolution, the gentle-
woman from South Dakota, Represent-
ative HERSETH SANDLIN.

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Mr. Speak-
er, it is my privilege to rise today in
support of H.R. 2654, legislation hon-
oring the life and legacy of Eleanor
McGovern, by officially designating
the post office in her hometown of
Woonsocket, South Dakota, as the ““El-
eanor McGovern Post Office Building.”

In making this essential recognition,
I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, Congress-
man JIM MCGOVERN, and the gentlelady
from California, Congresswoman LYNN
WOOLSEY, for their support of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, Eleanor Stegeberg was
born 1921 and raised on a farm near
Woonsocket, South Dakota, during the
Dust Bowl years of the 1930s. As with
many families of that era, times were
tough; but Eleanor cherished her up-
bringing in the small prairie town of
Woonsocket, which is known for a
sweet melon crop in the summer and
ample pheasant hunting in the fall, as
well as scenic Lake Prior, which gave
the community its nickname, ‘‘the
town with the beautiful lake.”

Eleanor and her twin sister, Ila, were
varsity debaters at Woonsocket High
School. Eleanor no doubt caught the
eye of her future husband George
McGovern, a student at a nearby high
school, by besting him in a regional de-
bate tournament. In fact, Senator
McGovern always acknowledges as
much.
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Eleanor graduated as salutatorian
and next enrolled at Dakota Wesleyan
University in Mitchell, South Dakota,
where she and George were fellow stu-
dents and where they fell in love. The
couple married on October 31, 1943,
when, like so many of that generation,
George was preparing to ship out for
service as a B-24 bomber pilot in World
War II. Eleanor gave birth to their first
of five children while George was over-
seas.

George McGovern would go on to
serve the State of South Dakota and
the country in many roles: Senator,
ambassador, airman, statesman, and
the 1972 Democratic nominee for Presi-
dent. All the while, Eleanor was his
strong and equal partner.

During that Presidential campaign,
Eleanor blazed a trail and made head-
lines of her own while campaigning
solo across the country for George.

Like none before her, she engaged
crowds on the campaign trail with her
eloquence and intelligence and was a
fierce and effective advocate on a range
of policy issues. Eleanor’s high profile
helped transform and heighten public
perception of the role and value of
women in politics.

Aside from politics, Eleanor worked
as a tireless advocate for children and
families throughout her life. She
served on the boards of directors for
Dakota Wesleyan University, the Psy-
chiatric Institute Foundation, the
Child Study Association, the Erickson
Institute of Chicago, and Odyssey
House of New York. She founded the
Martha Movement and was a develop-
ment officer for the Child Development
Associates Consortium.

Following the tragic death of the
McGoverns’ daughter, Terry, in 1994,
Eleanor was a passionate speaker on
alcoholism, and with her family, estab-
lished the McGovern Family Founda-
tion in Washington D.C. to raise funds
for alcoholism research. Eleanor and
George also led a worldwide effort to
combat hunger, working towards a goal
of eradicating hunger by 2030.

In 2006, Dakota Wesleyan University,
Eleanor and George’s alma mater,
launched the George and Eleanor
McGovern Center for Leadership and
Public Service, which offers a range of
public service and leadership-centered
programs for students, faculty, staff,
and the national and global commu-

nity.
Through this program and its annual
McGovern Center Conference, the

issues that George and Eleanor McGov-
ern have championed continue to re-
ceive the attention and focus they de-
serve. Eleanor McGovern passed away
on January 25, 2007, at the McGoverns’
home in Mitchell, South Dakota. She
was 85.

Throughout her 1life, Eleanor and
George formed a true partnership of
shared trust and responsibilities.
George commonly refers to Eleanor as
his most helpful critic and most trust-
ed adviser.

Eleanor herself wrote in her 1973
memoir, titled ‘‘Uphill: A Personal
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Story” ‘I was determined to help with
George’s career, not only by taking re-
sponsibility for the family, but by con-
tributing ideas. In fact, I never consid-
ered it ‘George’s’ career, it was ours.”

I urge all Members to support the
passage of this legislation that honors
the life, works and service of an ex-
traordinary woman and an extraor-
dinary American, Eleanor McGovern.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

This measure proposes honoring the
life of Eleanor McGovern by naming
the post office in Woonsocket, South
Dakota, in her honor. A tireless advo-
cate for children and families, she set a
new precedent for women on the cam-
paign trail and left a lasting mark as a
passionate and eloquent speaker.

Born on November 25, 1921, in
Woonsocket, South Dakota, Eleanor
Stegeberg began her life-long devotion
to caring for others at the tender age
of 12, when she, along with her twin sis-
ter, Ila, assumed many household du-
ties following the death of their moth-
er. Even with all of her responsibilities
at home, Mrs. McGovern was successful
at school, becoming a renowned de-
bater and a cheerleader before attend-
ing Dakota Wesleyan University.

It was in high school that she met a
young George McGovern, whom she im-
pressed by leading one of the few de-
bate teams that was able to defeat him.
Three years later, in 1943, just before
he was shipped off to war, they were
married.

Upon returning from service, Mr.
McGovern began his 24-year career in
Congress by winning a seat to rep-
resent South Dakota in the House of
Representatives. However, he fell ill
during his 1962 senatorial campaign, an
opportunity that thrust Mrs. McGovern
into the spotlight. She campaigned
statewide for him, helping to secure his
victory, and from then on she became a
tremendous asset on the campaign cir-
cuit, either with Mr. McGovern or on
her own.

Mrs. McGovern was a trailblazer in
this role, opening doors for women and
spouses in the election process, never
more visibly than during Mr. McGov-
ern’s unsuccessful 1972 bid for the Pres-
idency.

Mrs. McGovern was an advocate for
children, family and women’s issues
during and following her husband’s po-
litical career. After the tragic death of
her daughter, Theresa, she became a
public face of the campaign against al-
coholism.

Mrs. McGovern’s service endeavors
included work for the Child Develop-
ment Center and the Women’s Demo-
cratic Club, as well as serving on the
boards of the Psychiatric Institute
Foundation and Dakota Wesleyan.

In recognition of this outstanding
record of accomplishment and service,
let us pay tribute to Eleanor McGovern
by naming her hometown post office in
her honor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleague in the consideration
of H.R. 2654, which names a postal fa-
cility in Woonsocket, South Dakota,
after Eleanor McGovern.

H.R. 26564, which was introduced by
Representative STEPHANIE HERSETH
SANDLIN on June 11, 2007, was reported
from the oversight committee on July
19, 2007, by a voice vote. This measure
has the support of the entire South Da-
kota congressional delegation.

Mrs. Eleanor McGovern was the wife
of former Senator George McGovern of
South Dakota. She was born on No-
vember 25, 1921, in Woonsocket, South
Dakota. She was the first spouse to
campaign for her husband, alone, to be
President of the United States begin-
ning in 1971.

People had such confidence in her
ability to articulate various issues fac-
ing the country during the early 1970s.
Mrs. McGovern made a solo appearance
on NBC TV’s program ‘“Meet the
Press,” answering policy questions
without hesitation and in precise de-
tail. Also she was the first, by a can-
didate’s wife, to appear on this show in
its 256-year history.

Crowds were often moved by her
speeches and drew comparisons to the
former First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt.
Some questioned whether she might do
her husband more harm than good.

When asked if her campaigning was
worth the risk to her husband’s Presi-
dential bid, she replied: “I would be
campaigning as strongly for him if he
were not my husband. Maybe there is a
risk involved, but since I have the free-
dom to speak, and my husband doesn’t
know what I'm saying when I go
around the country, he does not tell me
what to say. He takes that risk.”

Mrs. Eleanor McGovern wrote a me-
morial about her personal life entitled
“Uphill: A Personal Story.” She wrote:
“I still carry a trace of bitterness
about poverty. It was not ennobling for
my father and grandfather to scratch
out a living on land rendered barren.
The poor have few choices in life.”
Throughout her life, she learned to pre-
serve and overcome life’s challenges.

Mrs. McGovern died on January 25,
2007, at the age of 85.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative STEPHANIE
HERSETH SANDLIN, for introducing this
legislation and urge swift passage.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, during the
1972 presidential campaign, Eleanor McGov-
ern inspired the slogan, “Put another Eleanor
in the White House.”

The comparison to Eleanor Roosevelt is an
appropriate one because Eleanor McGovern
was a trailblazer and a truly great woman. She
was an unapologetic liberal Democrat who
cared deeply about people and about this
planet.

She was outspoken in her support for our
nation’s children—demanding more attention
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and resources for early childhood develop-
ment programs and better schools. She under-
stood the importance of focusing on the needs
of children beginning at birth. Had she be-
come First Lady, this country’s education sys-
tem would be much improved and our children
would be much better served.

She believed we should be better stewards
of our precious environment long before
“mainstream America” began to worry about
global warming as an issue. Having just re-
turned from a visit to the beautiful and breath-
taking Black Hills of South Dakota, | can better
understand Eleanor’s love for open space and
nature.

And like her husband George, Eleanor
McGovern was a tireless advocate for peace.
She campaigned every bit as hard as George
to end the tragic war in Vietham. She felt
equally strong that the current war in Iraq was
a mistake.

As one who got to know Eleanor pretty well
over the years, | always enjoyed our talks and
valued her insights. She loved to read and
knew the issues better than most members of
Congress. In fact she would have made an
excellent congresswoman, U.S. Senator or
even President.

Wherever Eleanor was, there were always
plenty of books, magazines and newspapers.
She underlined passages that held special
meaning and she carefully collected magazine
articles that she thought would be of use to
George.

She also loved her gardens. When they
lived in Washington, D.C., Eleanor treasured
her small garden. She loved not only the flow-
ers, but also the wildlife they attracted. She
regularly fed the birds, raccoons and whatever
else inhabited their neighborhood.

She was a loving mother who raised five in-
credible children. Sadly, her daughter Terry
died after years of struggling with alcoholism.
That terrible tragedy was heartbreaking for all
of us who knew Terry, but it took a heavy toll
on both Eleanor and George.

Eleanor loved George and George loved
her. There is no way he would have become
a U.S. Congressman or Senator or Presi-
dential nominee without Eleanor. Her intellect,
her love for this country and her respect for
George were essential throughout her career.

Millions of Americans got to know and ad-
mire Eleanor in 1972. She campaigned with
great enthusiasm for the McGovern-Shriver
ticket—often on her own. She was not content
to merely pose for pictures with her hus-
band—instead, she gave speeches, attended
rallies, appeared on political talk shows and
contributed to policy discussions.

| will always believe that our country missed
out by not electing George McGovern as
president in 1972. I's not just because
George would have made a superb president,
but also because Eleanor would have been an
incredible first lady. She would have been an
ambassador for all that is good and decent
about our country.

| am deeply grateful to my colleague from
South Dakota, STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN,
for her leadership in naming Postal Service fa-
cility at 202 South Dumont Avenue in
Woonsocket, South Dakota as the “Eleanor
McGovern Post Office Building” and for her
recognition of Eleanor's many contributions. |
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 2654.

In closing, let me say very simply—what this
world needs is more Eleanor McGoverns.
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I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time and
urge passage of this legislation and
again commend the gentlewoman from
South Dakota for its introduction.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2654.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1245

ROBERT MERRILL POSTAL
STATION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2778) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 3 Quaker Ridge Road in New
Rochelle, New York, as the ‘‘Robert
Merrill Postal Station”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2778

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROBERT MERRILL POSTAL STATION.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 3
Quaker Ridge Road in New Rochelle, New
York, shall be known and designated as the
“Robert Merrill Postal Station”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Robert Merrill Postal
Station”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
she might consume to the distin-
guished gentlelady from New York,
who is the author of this legislation,
Representative NITA LOWEY.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this legislation,
which would rename the Wykagyl Post
Office in New Rochelle, New York after
Robert Merrill.

I want to thank Chairman WAXMAN
for his support of this bill and for plac-
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ing it on the
today.

Born on June 4, 1919, Robert Merrill
spent his life performing from the
grand stages of the world’s opera
houses to Broadway and music and tel-
evision. He set the standard for theat-
rical and musical excellence.

Robert Merrill was a favorite of U.S.
Presidents, performing at the invita-
tion of Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Harry Truman and Ronald Reagan. He
was the only singer to perform before
Congress, the Cabinet and the Supreme
Court, and Mrs. Roosevelt at the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt memorial
service held in the U.S. Capitol.

In 1968, President Johnson appointed
him to the National Council on the
Arts, and President Clinton awarded
him the National Medal of Arts in 1993.

Throughout his career, Merrill per-
formed as a soloist with every major
orchestra in the United States and
many of the world’s great conductors,
including Arturo Toscanini, Leonard
Bernstein and Herbert von Karajan. His
annual coast-to-coast recitals included
performances at such venues as Wolf
Trap, the Hollywood Bowl, Philadel-
phia’s Mann Music Center.

Often referred to as ‘‘America’s Star
Spangled Baritone,”” he was well known
for singing the ‘‘Star Spangled Ban-
ner’ at Yankee Stadium. In 1969, Mer-
rill began singing the national anthem
on opening day for the New York
Yankees, a tradition that continued for
over 2b years.

In addition to his dedicated singing
career, Robert Merrill also lent his tal-
ent and presence to community and
local charities, including volunteer
work at the New Rochelle Hospital and
New Rochelle Public Library.

For over 50 years, Robert and his
wife, Marion, made New Rochelle, New
York their home and were active sup-
porters of West Chester Community
College, the West Chester Arts Council
and the New Rochelle Arts Council.

Mr. Speaker, Robert Merrill spread
his talents and love for the arts all
over the country, enriching all who ex-
perienced his performances. I urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring this
great American by passing this legisla-
tion.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

We do rise today to honor a truly
great artist in the field of opera. Rob-
ert Merrill, the highly acclaimed bari-
tone singer was well known for his re-
markable career with the Metropolitan
Opera.

He was born and raised in Brooklyn,
New York, son of Polish immigrants,
and he was first inspired to perform as
a singer after watching a performance
of Il Trovatore as a teenager. His
mother guided him through his early
musical training, which he paid for by
working as a semiprofessional baseball
pitcher.

An avid baseball fan, he became
widely known for his annual singing of
the national anthem at Yankee Sta-

suspension calendar
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dium on opening day and for special
events, a tradition he carried on for
over 30 years.

His legendary performances at the
Metropolitan Opera brought him na-
tional fame and recognition in the arts
and the opportunity to perform with
other notable singers and entertainers.

He performed for numerous presi-
dents, including Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Harry S. Truman, Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and John F. Kennedy. Through-
out his career, he performed as a solo-
ist with some of the world’s greatest
conductors, made numerous recordings,
and appeared at several worldwide
music festivals. Outside of the stage
performances, he also ventured into
radio and television.

Robert Merrill enjoyed a successful
career in performing music for over 30
years. His velvety smooth voice was
said to have improved with every per-
formance. He retired from the opera in
1976, and made one final performance in
1983 for its centennial.

In 1968, he was appointed to the Na-
tional Council on the Arts by President
Johnson and was awarded the National
Medal of the Arts in 1993.

He died at the age of 85 while watch-
ing his favorite pastime, baseball, at
his home in New Rochelle, New York.
It is appropriate that we honor him
with the naming of a post office in his
beloved hometown.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I'm pleased to
join my colleague in the consideration
of H.R. 2778, which names the postal fa-
cility in New Rochelle, New York after
Robert Merrill.

H.R. 2778, which was introduced by
Representative NITA LOWEY on June 19,
2007, was reported from the Oversight
Committee on August 1, 2007, by voice
vote. This measure has the support of
the entire New York congressional del-
egation.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Robert Merrill was
born on June 14, 1917, in the New York
City borough of Brooklyn. As a teen-
ager, he dreamed of either playing pro-
fessional baseball or becoming one of
America’s top singers. In 1944, he made
his professional debut singing
Amonasro in ‘‘Aida’ on a Trenton, New
Jersey stage. A year later, he signed
with the Metropolitan Opera, where he
would sing more than 500 performances
over the course of 3 decades.

Throughout Mr. Merrill’s career, he
sang with popular stars ranging from
Frank Sinatra to Louis Armstrong and
appeared worldwide at music festivals.
He performed as a soloist with many of
the world’s great conductors, including
Leonard Bernstein.

Mr. Merrill performed for several
presidents, including President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, President Harry S.
Truman, President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and President John F. Kennedy.
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