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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon we will hear from General
David Petraeus on the Iraq progress re-
port. He is going to tell us what
worked, what hasn’t, and what needs to
be done. And Congress should listen to
the general and to Ambassador Crock-
er.

My position is that we should have
been listening all along to our com-
manders and leaders on the ground,
and the testimony from General
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker
should be heard without prejudice.
They are men of impeccable creden-
tials, and it is troubling that the
antiwar liberals are already moving en
masse to discredit and dismiss the tes-
timony without even hearing a single
word of what they have had to say.

The debate over the surge should be
over. While much remains to be done in
Iraq, there is evidence that the surge is
working and stabilizing that country
and improving the security situation.

Finally, the consequences of failure
in Iraq are monumental. A failure in
Iraq will embolden al Qaeda. They will
use the nation as a launching pad for
attacks. Iran will move in and fill that
void. It is a monumental day in the
war on terror. We should approach it
with an open mind.

DISAGREE AGREEABLY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, we will
hear from General Petraeus today and
tomorrow. I think we all need to re-
flect, as we will this evening in a me-
morial for the victims of 9/11 and a day
like December 7 that will live in in-
famy, that while we may disagree on
how we should respond to the terrorist
threats that we have in the Middle
East, that we should disagree in an
agreeable manner because we are all
Americans and no matter what posi-
tion we take, we all want the best for
this country. We want peace and pros-
perity, and we want our soldiers to be
safe and to be supported.

There were heroes on the airplane in
Pennsylvania who tried and did deter
the terrorists from possibly attacking
this building or the White House. Their
motto was: ‘“‘Let’s roll.”

As we remember them, I ask Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle if they
disagree, which we will, to disagree in
an agreeable way. Let’s roll for the
American public.

———

TIME FOR ORDERLY EXIT FROM
IRAQ

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, since the
President’s escalation of the war in
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Iraq began, every month we have had
more and more proud, dedicated people
from Fort Lewis, Washington, and
their families learn they were never
coming home. Those men and women
have been fed into Iraq by a President
whose policies in Iraq were wrong at
the beginning, were wrong in the mid-
dle, and will be wrong at the end.

The fact is very clear from all of the
reports that we have been reading in
the last week: whether we stay 6 days
or 6 weeks or 6 months or 60 years, the
destiny of Iraq will be determined by
the Iraqi people.

And what we have learned in this es-
calation is that it failed; it has failed
to accomplish its design of political
reconciliation in Iraq. And until the
Sunnis and Shiites reconcile their in-
terests, all of the king’s horses and all
the king’s men are not going to put
Iraq together again. It is time for an
orderly exit from Iraq.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

FRANK J. GUARINI POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2467) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 69 Montgomery Street in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey, as the ‘“Frank J.
Guarini Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2467

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FRANK J. GUARINI POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 69
Montgomery Street in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, shall be known and designated as the
“Frank J. Guarini Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Frank J. Guarini Post
Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
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bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the author of this legislation, the
former speaker of the house assembly
in New Jersey and a distinguished
Member of this body, Representative
ALBIO SIRES.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2467, which will des-
ignate the U.S. Postal Service building
at 69 Montgomery Street in Jersey
City, New Jersey, as the ‘“Frank J.
Guarini Post Office Building.”

Frank Guarini was born in Jersey
City, New Jersey, and has served his
State and country in a variety of posi-
tions. Early in his career, he was com-
missioned as a Naval officer at Colum-
bia University and went on to serve in
the United States Navy aboard the
USS Mount McKinley, receiving the
Naval Commendation Medal and three
battle stars during World War II.

In 1965, he was elected to the New
Jersey State Senate where he served
for the next 7 years. On January 3, 1979,
he was elected to represent New Jer-
sey’s 14th Congressional District in the
United States House of Representa-
tives, completing seven terms before
retiring in 1993.

As a member of the House Committee
on Ways and Means, Frank Guarini was
a true champion for education, serving
as the chief sponsor of legislation that
encouraged employers to provide edu-
cational assistance to its employees
tax free.

Even after his retirement, Frank
Guarini’s commitment to education
and public service has not wavered. In
1994, he established the Guarini Center
for Government Affairs at St. Peter’s
College in Jersey City, New Jersey,
which strives to provide a forum for
nonpartisan discussion of public policy
issues and encourages today’s students
to take up careers in public service.

A central part of the Guarini Cen-
ter’s mission is to promote critical
thinking and debate among the next
generation of leaders at its Annual
High School Oratorical Contest. The
event is open to all high school stu-
dents in New Jersey and throughout
the tri-State area and attracts more
than 100 students from 75 schools to
compete each year.

I have known Frank Guarini for
many years, and I can personally at-
test to the commitment and passion
that he has for the State of New Jersey
and this country.
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I can think of no better way to honor
the public service of this former New
Jersey Congressman than to designate
a U.S. postal office in his name.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this legislation.
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Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2467 honors the life of Frank J.
Guarini in naming a post office for him
in his hometown of Jersey City, New
Jersey. Frank J. Guarini, a former
Congressman and prominent public fig-
ure, has dedicated his life to serving
his country and community.

He was born in 1924 in Jersey City,
New Jersey. His sense of civic duty and
honor began at an early age, and as a
young man, he was commissioned as a
Navy officer at Columbia University.
From there, he went on to serve in the
U.S. Navy aboard the USS Mount
McKinley.

After his military career ended, he
was elected to the New Jersey State
Senate where he served for the fol-
lowing seven years. In 1979, he won
election to serve in the House of Rep-
resentatives, where he completed seven
terms before retiring in 1993.

On his return to private life, he has
been active in his community and sup-
ports the library of New Jersey City
University, which has been named in
his honor. He is the chairman of the
National Italian American Foundation,
and through it, he created the Frank J.
Guarini public policy forums. The fo-
rums feature local and national gov-
ernment leaders discussing issues such
as public policy, international econ-
omy, trade and foreign affairs.

I support H.R. 2467 in the naming of
the post office in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, for Frank J. Guarini.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I'm pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H.R. 2467, which names a postal fa-
cility in Jersey City, New Jersey, after
Frank Guarini.

H.R. 2467, which was introduced by
Representative ALBIO SIRES on May 23,
2007, was reported from the Oversight
Committee on July 19, 2007, by voice
vote. This measure has the support of
the entire New Jersey congressional
delegation.

Mr. Frank Guarini was born on Au-
gust 20, 1924, in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey. Former Congressman Guarini
served his State and country in a vari-
ety of positions. Early in his career, he
was commissioned as a naval officer at
Columbia University and went on to
serve in the United States Navy aboard
the USS Mount McKinley.

In 1965, he was elected to the New
Jersey State Senate where he served
for the next 7 years. On January 3, 1979,
he was elected to represent New Jer-
sey’s 14th Congressional District in the
United States House of Representa-
tives, completing seven terms before
retiring in 1993.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative ALBIO SIRES, for
introducing this legislation and urge
swift passage.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2467, which would designate
the Post Office facility located at 69 Mont-
gomery Street in Jersey City, NJ, as the
“Frank J. Guarini Post Office Building.”

Former Congressman Frank J. Guarini rep-
resented the 14th Congressional District of
New Jersey for 14 years, from 1979 to 1993.
He did so in an exemplary fashion, serving his
constituents, and all Americans, in a way in
which we should strive to attain.

Because of his intellect and work ethic he
became a rising star early in his career. He
was the first Representative to be appointed to
the Ways and Means Committee during his
first term in Congress in over 200 years.

While on this vital committee, Mr. Guarini
worked to modernize our trade and tariff laws
with heads of state to assure that other coun-
tries open their markets to the United States.

In recognition of this work, he received the
award “for outstanding contributions to the ad-
ministration of justice in International Trade
Law” from the U.S. Court of International
Trade.

He also served with Chairman CHARLES
RANGEL and Ben Gilman on the Select Com-
mittee on Narcotic Abuse, developing exper-
tise on drug issues and bringing about vital
legislation and strategies to fight the war
against drugs both here and abroad.

In addition, Mr. Guarini was a senior mem-
ber of the Budget Committee, where he
chaired the Task Force on Urgent Fiscal
Issues. Throughout his distinguished career,
Mr. Guarini was an outspoken advocate for
fiscal responsibility and fought to provide edu-
cation and job opportunities for our Nation’s
young while also reducing wasteful govern-
ment spending.

Since his retirement from Government serv-
ice, Congressman Guarini has proudly served
as the National Italian-American Foundation’s
chairman emeritus.

As co-chair of the Italian-American Congres-
sional Delegation, Frank and | often work to-
gether to promote Italian-American culture and
traditions in the United States Congress. Just
like his congressional career, he does an ex-
traordinary job on this front.

| am proud to be the first New Jersey Mem-
ber of Congress to serve on the Ways and
Means Committee since Mr. Guarini's retire-
ment in 1993.

Mr. Guarini was a great Member of this
body and | am honored to call him my friend.

I would like to thank my New Jersey col-
league ALBIO SIRES for introducing this resolu-
tion and honoring Mr. Guarini, and | urge my
colleagues to vote in favor of this resolution.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
don’t have any additional speakers, but
I am going to reserve for the gen-
tleman from Idaho, and then I will
close.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2467.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KENNETH T. WHALUM, SR. POST
OFFICE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 25687) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 555 South 3rd Street Lobby in
Memphis, Tennessee, as the ‘“‘Kenneth
T. Whalum, Sr. Post Office,”” as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2587

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. KENNETH T. WHALUM, SR. POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 555
South 3rd Street Lobby in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, shall be known and designated as the
“Kenneth T. Whalum, Sr. Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(gb) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Kenneth T. Whalum,
Sr. Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he may consume to the sponsor of this
resolution, the Representative from
the State of Tennessee, the City of
Memphis and surrounding areas (Mr.
COHEN).

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 2587, which
would designate the postal facility at
565 South 3rd Street Lobby in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, as the Kenneth T.
Whalum, Sr. Post Office building. For a
man who gave so many years to this fa-
cility and to the postal service, I can-
not imagine a more fitting tribute.

I'm not sure if post offices in this
country have been named in honor of
people who worked in those facilities.
If so, there have been very few. Most
are named for political figures, war he-
roes. Kenneth Whalum was a political
figure, a clergyman of great renown,
but also a man who spent a career in
the postal service and was respected by
the rank-and-file and rose to promi-
nence in the postal service.

For those reasons particularly, I
think it’s most fitting that this build-
ing be named for this gentleman as an
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