September 5, 2007

then we got into boats and he told us
about his boat and the times he was
having on the lake with his children
and Karen, and he was happy.

Then we started to talk business, be-
cause PAUL wasn’t just a legislator. He
was a businessman, too, and he was
starting a bank in Florida. He says,
You want to invest? I said, Well, we’ve
been talking about that. So we talked
about that for a while, and he was
happy, and we were all happy. We were
colleagues, friends.

I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t
for PAUL GILLMOR. When PAUL GILLMOR
was president of the senate, I lost an
election and got appointed to the State
senate that PAUL GILLMOR was presi-
dent then for a few more weeks before
we went in the minority, and he helped
pick me. He picked me, and the news-
paper read ‘“‘Loser Wins.”” But PAUL
GILLMOR set me on the way.

I've never lost another election,
thanks to PAUL GILLMOR. PAUL
GILLMOR was always there, and I think
his staff knows that.

I met a young man then in the State
senate named Mark Wellman who was
working for PAUL then. He works with
PAUL to this day. That’s the kind of
loyalty people had to PAUL GILLMOR.

I know of no politician in Ohio today
who doesn’t have respect for PAUL
GILLMOR and wasn’t his friend. He tran-
scended partisanship. He had his way
about the things he had to get done,
but it never became personal.

When we were in the legislature, both
sides had great respect for PAUL
GILLMOR, and we used to meet together
and talk about things together. PAUL
GILLMOR was a unique person in that
respect because there’s always some-
body out there that’s got it in for
somebody, but they didn’t have it in
for PAUL GILLMOR because he was what
I would call a true gentleman.

We’re SAEs and Ralph’s an SAE, too,
and PAUL went to Ohio Wesleyan, and I
went to Ohio Wesleyan. We went there
at the same time. But I would meet
people when I got in the State senate,
and they said, Do you know SKIP, SKIP
GILLMOR? I said, No, I don’t know SKIP
GILLMOR. I know Senator GILLMOR, but
he was SKIP GILLMOR to all the people
at Ohio Wesleyan. And they loved him
at Ohio Wesleyan, and they still do.
One of the first calls I got today was
from people at Ohio Wesleyan saying
what do we do. I said I don’t know.

We’ve lost a good friend. I hope
Karen and the children can review the
statements that have been made about
PAUL today. It’s something that is not
said about a lot of people. He was a
good man, he was a great man, and he
was a great father to his children,
which is the most important thing, and
we’re going to miss him.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute. I just want to say,
too, that PAUL cared a lot about his
staff. He was always a person that
cared for others, and particularly his
staff, and I want the members of his
staff to know that we understand the
great loss that they feel.
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And I guess particularly when I left
the Ohio senate, my staff person was
inherited by PAUL, and we used to
often talk about Celia Foraker, about
Celia did this and Celia did that, be-
cause we both shared a great fondness
for her. I know that PAUL felt that way
about his staff here. It’s a great loss to
his staff to have a Member that had the
caring concern that he did.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the people of Ohio have lost a dedicated
public servant and genuine leader today with
the passing of Congressman PAUL GILLMOR.
As a colleague and friend in the House of
Representatives, PAUL was a strong voice for
the needs and interests of the people he rep-
resented as well as a model of integrity.

In addition to the almost 20 years he served
as a Member of Congress and the two dec-
ades he spent in the Ohio State Senate, PAUL
was also a veteran of the United States Air
Force serving on active duty during Vietnam.

As a fellow member of the Republican Whip
Team, | enjoyed sitting with PAUL at the week-
ly meetings where he always was perceptive
and provided insight from his decades of legis-
lative service.

Our thoughts and prayers are with PAUL’s
family during these difficult times.

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Congressman PAUL
GILLMOR and offer my sincere condolences to
his family. My wife and | extend our sym-
pathies to PAUL’s wife Karen and their 5 chil-
dren. | know that no words can provide com-
fort during this difficult time or shine light on
this period of darkness, but please know that
PAuL’s family remains in my thoughts and
prayers.

| had the pleasure to work closely with PAUL
as a Member of both the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and Financial Services
Committee for nearly 10 years. | got to see
first-hand his passion for public service, his
commitment to the people of Ohio and the
earnest way in which he approached his job.
He truly loved representing his community and
making a positive difference in their lives and
the lives of all Americans.

The 5th District of Ohio was well served
with PAUL GILLMOR in office and he will be re-
membered dearly for his many years of public
service.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of our time.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests and join with
my colleagues issuing condolences to
the Gillmor family, and I yield back
the balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the resolution.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The

———
GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members

may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
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clude extraneous material on H. Res.
632.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the passing of the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. GILLMOR), the whole number of
the House is 433.

———
O 1645

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF THE HONORABLE
JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLSWORTH) laid before the House the
following communication from Alisha
Perkins, Scheduler/Office Manager, Of-
fice of the Honorable JOHN T. Doo-
LITTLE, Member of Congress:

OFFICE OF JOHN T. DOOLITTLE,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 4, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives that I have
been served with a grand jury subpoena for
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court
for the District of Columbia.

After consulting with my attorney, I will
make the determinations required by Rule
VIII.

Sincerely,
ALISHA PERKINS,
Scheduler/Office Manager.

——————

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
OMAR E. TORRES

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and pay tribute to Pri-
vate First Class Omar E. Torres, a cou-
rageous young soldier who died in Iraq
on August 22.

Omar Torres grew up on Chicago’s
southwest side and played football at
De La Salle High School. After grad-
uating in 2005, Torres received a full
ride scholarship to attend The Ohio
State University.

During his freshman year at OSU,
Torres followed his strong desire to
serve his country and joined the U.S.
Army Reserves. This decision led to his
activation during his sophomore year,
and in May of 2007, Torres was deployed
to Iraq as part of the 2nd Battalion, 5th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood,
Texas.

Although his mission was hazardous,
Private Torres bravely and honorably
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carried out his duties. Sadly on August
22, PFC Torres was killed by an IED
while patrolling Baghdad. He was only
20 years old.

Aside from his military service to
our Nation, Omar Torres was inter-
ested in politics and had a strong de-
sire to work for positive change in our
country. While attending his wake last
month, I was moved by the large num-
ber of lives PFC Torres had touched.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join
me in mourning the loss of Private
First Class Omar E. Torres. We will
never forget his sacrifice and are for-
ever indebted to him, as well as to all
our soldiers. Our thoughts, prayers and
deepest sympathies are with the Torres
family and friends in this difficult
time.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE TIME IS NOW TO PLAN SAFE
AND ORDERLY DEPARTURE
FROM IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, there
is a great deal of spin coming from the
White House on why America needs to
stay the course in Iraq, and why we
must keep the surge going on and on
and on, on how victory is near if we
simply escalate the number of troops
we have in this region of Iraq or an-
other region of Iraq.

Enough, Mr. Speaker, enough. It
seems the President hasn’t read his
own National Intelligence Estimate on
Iraq. If he had, he would find a grim
picture of the political and security re-
ality in Iraq, one quite different from
his own.

Let me read just a few conclusions
from this August 23 report:

One, the level of overall violence, in-
cluding attacks on and casualties
among civilians, remains high; Iraq’s
sectarian groups remain unreconciled;
al Qaeda in Iraq retains the ability to
conduct high-profile attacks; and to
date, Iraqi political leaders remain un-
able to govern effectively.

Two, population displacement result-
ing from sectarian violence continues,
imposing burdens on provincial govern-
ments and some neighboring states and
increasing the danger of destabilizing
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influences spreading across Iraq’s bor-
ders over the next 6 to 12 months.

Three, broadly accepted political
compromises required for sustained se-
curity, long-term political progress and
economic development are unlikely to
emerge unless there is a fundamental
shift in the factors driving Iraqi polit-
ical and security developments.

Mr. Speaker, just the first few pages
of the NIE on Iraq should concern ev-
eryone. Also on the President’s reading
list should be the August 30 draft GAO
report on Iraq, which also paints a very
pessimistic picture of Iraq. It con-
cludes that Iraq has failed to meet all
but three of the 18 required bench-
marks for political and military
progress. Rather than embrace these
nonpartisan findings, the White House
has actually denounced the GAO report
for holding Iraq to too high a set of
standards.

Mr. Speaker, while the White House
speaks of how violence has been re-
duced in Baghdad, it ignores how the
number of Iraqi civilian deaths across
the country rose by about 20 percent in
July. This is not the time to paint rosy
scenarios and declare victory is at
hand if only Congress coughs up an-
other $200 billion to cover the costs of
the war over the next few months.

Mr. Speaker, the President and we in
Congress must face the facts. We need
a plan on how to leave Iraq in a safe
and orderly manner in 2008. We need
the President to meet with congres-
sional leaders and map out a concrete
plan for how to draw down our forces
and leave Iraq over the next 9 to 12
months. It can be done, and it must be
done.

We can redeploy troops to Kuwait in
the surrounding region. We can safe-
guard the Kurdish north. We can rede-
ploy troops to Afghanistan. And we can
bring troops home to their families,
friends and communities. We need the
Pentagon to provide a realistic plan for
withdrawal, one that is logistically
sound and can be achieved over the
next year.

President Bush, with great fanfare,
recently invoked the Vietnam analogy
to support our continued escalation in
Iraq. If anything, Vietnam and Iraq
prove that wars are a lot easier to get
into than out of. If we want to avoid
the haste, confusion and humiliation of
our final departure from Vietnam, a
withdrawal that occurred almost en-
tirely without planning and hurt U.S.
military prestige more than any other
single action, then we must plan now
for our departure from Iraq. If we fail
to plan and control the safe and or-
derly withdrawal of our forces, then we
will surely fail our troops once again,
holding them hostage to events on the
ground beyond their control.

The administration lacked a plan for
what to do in Iraq the day after the fall
of Saddam Hussein. We must not re-
peat that mistake when it comes to the
welfare and the safety of our troops as
they leave Iraq.

For far too long, Congress failed to
live up to its responsibilities. We must
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not continue to send blank checks to
the White House.

Mr. Speaker, this House should not
consider the President’s supplemental
request until we come to an agreement
with him on how to bring our troops
home in a safe, orderly and timely way.

Let me be clear. This means we
should not consider on the floor of this
House any additional funding for this
war until we have a plan to end it.

As The New York Times stated last
Friday, “In Vietnam, like Iraq, Amer-
ican Presidents and military leaders
went to great lengths to pretend that
victory was at hand when nothing
could be further from the truth.”

We don’t need more spin, Mr. Speak-
er. What we need is a plan to end the
war in Iraq, and we need it now.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 2786, NATIVE AMERICAN
HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND
SELF-DETERMINATION REAU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2007

Mr. McGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-316) on the
resolution (H. Res. 633) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2786) to
reauthorize the programs for housing
assistance for Native Americans, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

—————

CALDERON’S COLONY

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, ‘“Wherever
there is a Mexican, there is Mexico.
Mexico does not end at our borders.”
To the roar of a standing ovation, the
arrogant saber-rattling words are from
Mexico’s President Calderon in his first
state of the union message.

It seems clear to me that these ag-
gressive words are a renewed call by
Mexico to colonize the United States.
Does El Presidente Calderon claim that
the southwest United States is really
part of Mexico since many illegals have
colonized that area? Sounds like it to
me.

Is Leader Calderon calling for a con-
tinued stealth invasion into the United
States by its citizens? Sounds like it to
me.

Does clever calculating Calderon
want the United States to become a
union with Mexico? Time will tell.

Meanwhile, I wonder if anyone in
charge of protecting our homeland is
aware of and disturbed by these indig-
nant words. In the history of nations,
it appears that when one country in-
vades, colonizes, infiltrates or occupies
another without permission, the in-
vaded country either resists invasion
at the border or just loses its existence.
Time will tell what the United States
will do.

And that’s just the way it is.
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