
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10119 September 5, 2007 
Mr. Speaker, coal mining is a dan-

gerous occupation. Many of these indi-
viduals, these brave, courageous indi-
viduals that work in coal fields across 
our Nation and especially those in the 
Appalachian coal fields that I have the 
honor of representing will go to work 
before the sun comes up. They will not 
see their loved ones again until after 
the sun has gone down. They will do 
this for 5, 6, even 7 days a week, never 
seeing the light of day so that our Na-
tion, as the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CANNON) has said, will be able to have 
light, so that those in the big cities 
who automatically turn on their air 
conditioning and their lights every 
morning can reflect on from where that 
power comes. 

We in West Virginia have known our 
share of tragedies, and it is unfortu-
nate that when we look back over the 
history of our mine safety laws in this 
Nation that it has taken a tragedy for 
the Congress to act. It is unfortunate 
that every mine safety and health law 
on the books today is written with the 
blood of our Nation’s coal miners. Con-
gress has responded. We did respond, as 
has been referred to already, in passing 
the MINER Act after the West Virginia 
disasters of Sago and Aracoma in my 
district, and I hope that we will re-
spond again. 

The gentlewoman from California has 
referred to the mine safety legislation 
introduced by the chairman of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, Mr. MIL-
LER, and myself and several other 
Members of Congress in a bipartisan 
fashion. This builds upon the MINER 
Act that this Congress passed and, yes, 
President Bush signed into law. While I 
agree we do not know the causes of this 
latest disaster and we know a little 
more about the causes of the West Vir-
ginia disasters over a year ago, it is 
important that we take a look at those 
responsible for enforcing our mine safe-
ty laws in this country, those at 
MSHA, currently serving under a re-
cess appointment director. And it is 
important that we beef up that agency, 
that we do all we can within this 
Congress’s power to give them the mo-
rale, the authority, and the knowledge 
that they must enforce our mine safety 
laws without fears of retribution, that 
there cannot be the cozy relationships 
that perhaps have existed in the past 
between those who inspect our mines 
and those who operate our mines. That 
relationship, if it has existed, must no 
longer exist. 

But that is getting into what comes 
down the pipe later on. What we are 
here today to do is to praise those min-
ers that lost their lives, all of our Na-
tion’s coal miners, in fact, and to pray 
for their families. We also especially 
recognize those three brave individuals 
that went into the bowels of this Earth 
to try to rescue and find their friends 
and their fellow workers and lost their 
lives in the process of trying to save 
other lives, those mine rescuers. That 
tragedy was most unfortunate and only 
made the original tragedy that much 
worse. 

So I join with my colleagues in offer-
ing our prayers, in offering our sym-
pathies to the families of the lost min-
ers as well as the rescuers because my-
self, having spent time with coal min-
ers’ families while they wait word from 
below as to the fate of their loved ones, 
it is a cruel experience that no indi-
vidual should have to experience. But, 
unfortunately, unless the Congress acts 
and even when we do act, it may yet 
occur again because mining is a dan-
gerous occupation. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON). 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of 
House Resolution 631 and to honor the 
memories of the miners who lost their 
lives in the Crandall Canyon mine acci-
dent. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the miners’ families and with 
those miners and the Mine Safety 
Health Administration personnel killed 
as well as those injured in subsequent 
rescue operations. 

The Committee on Education and 
Labor has announced an investigatory 
hearing for October 3 to begin exam-
ining the circumstances surrounding 
the Crandall Canyon mining accident, 
including the response to the accident 
by the Mine Safety Health Administra-
tion and other stakeholders. Only then 
will we be able to determine what steps 
Congress should take in the aftermath 
of the Crandall Canyon tragedy to fur-
ther ensure the safety of our Nation’s 
miners. 

As a former member of the South 
Carolina Mining Council, I plan to con-
tinue to track this issue closely. I am 
committed to maintaining the open-
ness and integrity of this process so 
that the issue of miner protection re-
ceives the fair and comprehensive con-
sideration it deserves. 

Coal miners have a very dangerous 
job, and it is our role to ensure that 
the conditions in which they work are 
as safe as possible. We renew our com-
mitment to examining our Nation’s 
mining laws to ensure they are protec-
tive for the changing mining environ-
ment. 

Last year, in the wake of the Sago 
and other mine disasters, Congress 
worked in a bipartisan fashion to pass 
the MINER Act. That legislation took 
significant steps to improve mining 
safety. It requires the Mine Safety 
Health Administration to revise its 
penalties, increase penalties for major 
violations to $220,000, undertake sev-
eral studies regarding mining prac-
tices, and to work to improve the tech-
nology for communications under-
ground. 

No law passed by Congress can con-
sole the families of those who have lost 
loved ones as a result of this tragedy. 
In the coming months, we will thor-
oughly review what happened at 
Crandall Canyon and what steps may 
be considered to prevent it from hap-
pening again. But today we are here to 

mourn the tragic loss of life at that 
mine in Utah and pay our respects to 
the families of these brave miners. 

Kerry Allred, Dale Black, Don 
Erickson, Gary Jensen, Luis Her-
nandez, Brandon Kimber, Carlos 
Payan, Brandon Phillips, and Manuel 
Sanchez. We honor these men today, 
express our condolences to their fami-
lies, and recognize the important work 
of the rescuers who volunteered to 
enter the mine to try to rescue their 
fellow miners. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this resolution. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
though the structure of these resolu-
tions require a Republican and Demo-
crat both to present legislation, on this 
day when we deal with an issue of com-
fort, not on politics, this day we are all 
united as we honor these miners who 
were trapped and those who worked to 
find these men. We grieve with their 
families in our hearts, our prayers, our 
thoughts. The memory of these nine 
men will not diminish, and I urge all 
my colleagues to join with Mr. MATHE-
SON, Mr. CANNON, and myself in sup-
porting this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 631. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE PAUL E. GILLMOR, 
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
STATE OF OHIO 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 

privileged resolution (H. Res. 632) and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 632 
Resolved, That the House has heard with 

profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Paul E. Gillmor, a Representative from 
the State of Ohio. 

Resolved, That a committee of such Mem-
bers of the House as the Speaker may des-
ignate, together with such Members of the 
Senate as may be joined, be appointed to at-
tend the funeral. 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House be authorized and directed to take 
such steps as may be necessary for carrying 
out the provisions of these resolutions and 
that the necessary expenses in connection 
therewith be paid out of applicable accounts 
of the House. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate 
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit 
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns 
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Ohio is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR), my colleague, who is the 
senior member of the Democrat delega-
tion, pending which I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to my friend and colleague PAUL 
GILLMOR of Tiffin, Ohio. PAUL GILLMOR 
was a leader in Ohio. He was elected 
five times by his colleagues in the Ohio 
Senate as a leader and was President of 
the Ohio Senate three times. 

He was a leader here in this House on 
financial issues, focusing effectively on 
legislation to protect the general pub-
lic. Additionally, PAUL’s leadership ex-
tended beyond Ohio and Congress to his 
position as Vice President of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly. 

His awards from grateful constitu-
ents and community groups he rep-
resented were powerful evidence of 
PAUL’s diligent efforts on behalf of 
those who depended on his caring rep-
resentation on their behalf. Five Ohio 
colleges and universities honored his 
outstanding leadership with honorary 
degrees. 

In addition, he served his country as 
a captain in the Air Force with active 
duty during the Vietnam conflict from 
1965 to 1966. Ohio Wesleyan University 
and the University of Michigan Law 
School are proud to claim him as an 
alumnus. 

b 1530 

Our sympathy goes out to PAUL’S 
wife, Karen, and his five children. 

To those of us who cherished him not 
only as a colleague, but as a friend, we 
will long remember PAUL and will al-
ways be grateful that he was part of 
our life. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I would very much like to thank the 
dean of the Republican delegation from 
Ohio, Congressman RALPH REGULA, a 
dear friend, for helping to organize this 
very special moment tonight in honor 
of our friend and colleague from Ohio, 
Representative PAUL GILLMOR, who 
last evening succumbed to a call that 
will greet us all. We never know the 
time nor the hour. 

I understand that PAUL flew back to 
Washington yesterday with several of 
his colleagues. And sometimes we won-
der why things happen the way they 
do, but he was able to speak with sev-
eral of them upon his return to Wash-
ington after having spent most of Au-
gust with his family in Ohio. That 
itself is a gift. 

It is with shock and sadness that we 
on this side of the aisle extend heart-
felt sympathy to the Gillmor family. 
To his wife, Karen, I can’t tell you how 
many White House Christmas parties I 
recall sharing with her, our travels to 
Mexico long before the passage of 

NAFTA as we evaluated the situation 
on the ground. Those are memories 
that I will hold forever. 

To the five Gillmor children, PAUL 
was a very, very dedicated father. I re-
call one time I was going into Channel 
11, our CBS affiliate, I’ll probably get 
in trouble for saying this, the other af-
filiates won’t be mentioned, even 
though it didn’t happen in their sta-
tions, and PAUL had one of his sons 
with him that day, and he was so po-
lite. And we were talking about where 
he was going to school. PAUL tried to 
be with his family, especially with his 
younger children, as much as he could. 

He suffered great tragedy in his own 
life, serving in Vietnam as a Captain in 
the Air Force in that very troubled 
conflict. I’m sure that he carried 
memories and wounds from that. And 
then having lost his first wife in a trag-
ic automobile accident, having to sur-
vive that and continue to serve. 

He dedicated his life to public serv-
ice. Many people I don’t think realize 
what a wealthy man he was. He didn’t 
have to be here in the Congress. He 
could have checked out long ago. But 
in the tradition of service that his fam-
ily represented and very deep, deep 
roots in Buckeye land in Ohio, he 
served his country not just in the Air 
Force, but in the Ohio Senate where he 
was the majority leader, and finally, 
the people of the Fifth Congressional 
District in this House since 1989, a dec-
ade and a half. 

There are many pieces of legislation 
for which he exhibited leadership. One 
of those dealt with brownfields, a prob-
lem well known in a State like Ohio, 
and trying to move legislation in order 
to convert those over for reuse. As a 
member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee and Subcommittee Chair 
during a portion of his career, he made 
a real national contribution there. 

Together, we worked on saving the 
180th Tactical Fighter Squadron of the 
Army Air National Guard in our dis-
tricts. When gerrymandering occurred 
a few years ago and the districts were 
redrawn, literally, he ended up with 
one half of the airport and I ended up 
with the other half. And I thought, oh, 
this is interesting. So we were very 
successful in our efforts there. And 
without question, that particular unit, 
which will be returning to Ohio this 
week, is returning to a facility that he 
helped to save. One of my memories is 
that before their departure about four 
months ago, PAUL and I were there to-
gether wishing every single one of the 
members of that unit Godspeed and a 
quick return to our country. 

There were many times that we spent 
together in our region of the State. 
Just last week, PAUL and I appeared in 
Findlay, Ohio as a result of the tragic 
1,000-year flooding that occurred up in 
our area. Congressman JIM JORDAN was 
there as well from Urbana, Ohio. And 
then PAUL and I met with Secretary 
Chertoff. We were planning meetings 
here upon our return here this week. 
And we talked about the need for 

FEMA to be more responsive to the 
needs of this region. And we then took 
an Apache helicopter with General 
Wayt from the Ohio National Guard 
and we flew over to Bucyrus, just the 
two of us together in that helicopter. 
And we were pointing out different res-
ervoirs and different dams and dif-
ferent things that had to be done in 
order to prevent this type of tragedy 
again. And we met with the mayor of 
Bucyrus and with the county commis-
sioners there and the emergency man-
agement officials. We had quite a visit. 
And then PAUL and I got back on the 
Apache helicopter and we flew back to 
Findlay, Ohio where his sister was 
waiting for him at the airport. And 
they were on to the next stop. I think 
he was headed over to Ottawa, Ohio in 
his district, which had also been very, 
very badly flooded. 

I see Congressman JORDAN over 
there. I never knew that when we were 
in Findlay, Ohio together, we kind of 
grabbed hands and tried to deal with 
the flooding in your district as well, 
that that would be the last time that 
we would do that together. 

So we had many memories that we 
share of PAUL’S service. And I offer the 
consolation and the condolences of the 
people from the Ninth Congressional 
District, which literally wraps its arms 
around the northern part of PAUL’S dis-
trict, to his family, to his friends, to 
his colleagues, and to say we are there 
in dutiful service to do what is nec-
essary to transition in these very dif-
ficult days and months ahead. 

I want to say personally to Karen, his 
wife, that I value our friendship. And 
many of us who have reached the age 
we are know what a loss this is, and we 
are praying for you, we are praying for 
your children, we are praying for your 
family. 

I wanted to extend the opportunity 
for our dear colleague from Tennessee, 
Congressman JOHN TANNER, who is 
down here on the floor, who wanted to 
offer words on behalf of PAUL GILLMOR 
whatever time he wishes to consume. I 
yield him such time. 

Mr. TANNER. Thank you very much, 
Ms. KAPTUR. 

I just felt compelled to come down 
here. And Mr. REGULA, I thank you for 
taking this time. 

I guess I’ve traveled more with PAUL 
GILLMOR than any other Member. We 
have traveled together on the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly business for 
at least the last 9 or 10 years, and 
that’s two or three trips a year to the 
parliamentary meetings of NATO. And 
during that time, not only have my 
wife, Betty Ann, and his wife, Karen, 
become close friends, but I don’t have 
or didn’t have a closer friend in Con-
gress than PAUL GILLMOR. 

He was not only an extraordinarily 
talented individual who made people 
comfortable around him, but he also 
had a leadership quality that I ob-
served up close and personal many, 
many times in these NATO meetings. 

It hasn’t been all that easy the last 
few years. There has been unrest in the 
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alliance. And PAUL was chairman of 
the Economics and Security Com-
mittee during part of that time, and I 
was a member and succeeded him as 
chairman. And it was an easy transi-
tion from the standpoint that PAUL 
had gained so much respect from our 
European allies and colleagues that it 
was easy for us to run that committee 
in a way that I think was constructive. 

He was extraordinarily dedicated to 
his family. He talked about them all 
the time. And beyond that, he was a 
man that had a well-grounded sense of 
himself. He was one who not only cared 
deeply for his family, his State and his 
country, but was willing to go out of 
his way and inconvenience himself 
time and time again to go the extra 
mile to try to make things better. I 
feel very privileged to just have known 
him and to be a friend of his, and more 
importantly, him being a friend of 
mine. 

I’m going to miss him a lot. I know 
this House will miss him a lot. The 
country will miss him a lot. He is cur-
rently serving as North American Vice 
President of NATO PA, and I’m sure 
that that organization will miss him as 
well. 

Thank you for allowing me this time. 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATOURETTE). 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the dean of our delega-
tion for authoring this resolution. I 
also want to thank our Democratic 
friends from Ohio and Members from 
other States who I see gathering on the 
floor. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no way to de-
scribe today’s news about our friend, 
PAUL GILLMOR, other than shock, a 
devastating loss to his family, to his 
friends, his colleagues, Ohio and our 
Nation. 

Unlike a number of the other mem-
bers of the Ohio delegation, I didn’t 
come to Congress through the Ohio leg-
islature, and so I didn’t serve with 
PAUL in the Ohio legislature, although 
I knew of him from Republican gath-
erings around the State of Ohio, he 
also was my mom’s Congressman. She 
always told me the story about how ex-
cited the people were who were up in 
Lakeside, Marblehead and the Islands 
that Congressman GILLMOR was going 
to come up and share his thoughts. But 
I didn’t have the chance to work with 
him until I arrived here about 13 years 
ago. What I found was what I had 
heard, and that was that Congressman 
GILLMOR was a hardworking, smart leg-
islator who loved his family, loved his 
friends, loved this institution and the 
people he served. He was willing to 
take the time to show a young fresh-
man around back in 1995. He was will-
ing to share his vast knowledge of fi-
nancial services with those that didn’t 
quite have the same expertise. If you 
were having a sadness or a joy in your 
life, he was willing to share in that. 
And he was a wonderful fellow to sit 
and have dinner with. And after dinner, 

he was a wonderful fellow to sit around 
with and tell war stories. And over the 
course of the years, many of those sto-
ries were exaggerated with the passage 
of time and also the failing of memory, 
but it was always a good time. 

I was reminded by my staff, because 
I want to talk about PAUL’s family, but 
I also want to talk about PAUL’s other 
family. And my staff reminded me, 
when they learned of PAUL’s passing 
today, that we were neighbors in the 
Longworth Building, and my staff told 
me how lucky we were to have a neigh-
bor whose staff was always willing to 
walk us through another clueless day 
in the 104th Congress. And how you 
could always walk into the lobby, and 
how he taught us about constituent 
services because you would always find 
a bowl of Dum Dum suckers because 
the Spangler Candy Company was lo-
cated in Bryan, Ohio, which was in the 
Congressman’s district. 

Our Ohio delegation is poor today 
with the loss of our friend, neighbor 
and mentor, PAUL GILLMOR. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with PAUL’s 
wife, Karen, his five wonderful chil-
dren, and also, Mr. Speaker, with his 
Capitol Hill family, many of whom 
have been with him for many, many 
years and who miss him very badly 
today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Ohio, 
Ms. SUTTON, will control the remainder 
of the gentlewoman from Ohio, Ms. 
KAPTUR’s time. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I was 

deeply saddened today to hear of the 
passing of Congressman PAUL GILLMOR. 

As a freshman Member of this body, 
I haven’t known Mr. GILLMOR as long 
as some of my colleagues who have al-
ready spoken and who will, I’m sure, 
rise to speak in moments following my 
remarks. 

I did have occasion enough to spend 
time with Mr. GILLMOR to know what a 
friendly and unpretentious and like-
able man he was. And my thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, Karen, and 
his family and his friends. I did have 
the opportunity to serve with Karen in 
the State legislature in Ohio. And 
Karen, as I said, you’re in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

The State of Ohio and the United 
States Congress have lost a great 
friend. PAUL GILLMOR devoted his life 
to serving his community, his State 
and his Nation. From his service in the 
United States Air Force to his tireless 
efforts on behalf of the people of Ohio 
in Congress, PAUL GILLMOR always 
fought hard to make a difference in 
people’s lives. We will all miss him 
greatly. And I am grateful for the op-
portunity to have known him even for 
the short time that I did. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BARTON), chairman of the 
committee on which PAUL served. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Well, the 
former chairman, the ranking member 
now. 

When I think of PAUL GILLMOR, I 
think of two words, ‘‘team player.’’ 
Earlier this year, when the Repub-
licans lost the majority, we had to 
downsize the number of Republicans on 
the Energy and Commerce Committee, 
and I made a decision, as the ranking 
member, to try not to have to kick 
anybody off the committee and not 
bump off our junior members. So I 
went to the senior members of the 
committee and asked if there were any 
volunteers who might want to take a 
leave of absence to allow the junior 
members not to have to be bumped off, 
and of course PAUL GILLMOR was one of 
the ones who volunteered to take a 
leave of absence so he could serve on 
the Financial Services Committee and 
keep his seniority on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 

b 1545 

Because of that, several of our junior 
members were able to stay on the com-
mittee. 

Well, about a month ago, we had a 
contentious mark-up coming up. Sure 
enough, one of the junior members had 
a personal family situation that they 
couldn’t get out of. They were going to 
have to take a leave of absence. We 
needed every vote. So I went to PAUL, 
and I said, ‘‘Would you be willing to 
come back on the committee for 1 or 2 
days?’’ He kind of grumped a little bit 
about it, but he said, ‘‘If you need me, 
I’ll be there.’’ Not only did he come 
back on the committee, but he offered 
amendments and was there all of the 
time and didn’t complain, whine, moan 
or groan about how tough it was. He 
was a team player. He did a good job. 

When we were in the majority, PAUL 
was the chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Environment and Hazardous Mate-
rials, which is not one of the more 
glamorous subcommittees of this Con-
gress. It deals with such things as the 
Superfund and the Clean Water Act and 
all these international treaties. It’s a 
tough job. PAUL did it not only with 
good grace, but he did it in an excellent 
fashion. 

PAUL GILLMOR is going to be missed 
as a friend. He is going to be missed as 
a Congressman. He is going to be 
missed as a statesman for this country. 
My sympathy goes out to his wife, 
Karen, and his family. We will defi-
nitely miss the services of the Honor-
able PAUL GILLMOR in the House of 
Representatives. 

God bless him, and God bless his fam-
ily. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WILSON) will control the remain-
der of the time of the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON). 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

join with my colleagues here today 
saddened by the death of PAUL 
GILLMOR. PAUL and I took much the 
same track to come here to Congress in 
that PAUL served diligently for the 
State of Ohio in the Ohio senate. As a 
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matter of fact, he and his wife, Karen, 
both left quite a legacy there and then 
moved on to Congress. I knew PAUL, 
but through other people, so to speak, 
until I came to Congress. I can still re-
member how welcoming he was to me 
as another Ohio delegate and wel-
coming me to be here in Congress. I 
was very comfortable when he, DEBO-
RAH PRYCE and I were the Congress 
people hosting a banking financial 
seminar in Columbus not too many 
months ago, 4, 5 or 6 months ago. It 
was good to sit with PAUL. We sort of 
chatted in between the time. 

One of the things that comes to mind 
about PAUL is that he was my sister, 
Becky’s, Congressman. She lives in 
Henry County in part of his district. 
She is a yellow dog Democrat, but she 
loved PAUL GILLMOR. Just as recently 
as last night, before we knew any of 
this had happened, we talked about 
him at dinner. She said, ‘‘Paul Gillmor 
always listens to us.’’ So she felt very 
proud of her relationship with her Con-
gressman. 

I think many people have felt that 
way about PAUL. When this type of 
thing happens, it shows you the com-
passion and the feeling among us, as 
one body, as one set of people rep-
resenting America. I think that is what 
makes our country different from oth-
ers. PAUL GILLMOR was certainly a per-
fect example of that. So my heart and 
my sympathy go out to his wife, Karen, 
and his five children. Hopefully, they 
will be able to continue the legacy he 
has set for the Gillmor family. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. PRYCE). 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, we all rise in shock and 
great sadness to mourn the death of 
our friend and colleague, PAUL 
GILLMOR. There is really so much to 
honor about his life. He was actually a 
legislator’s legislator. Before he came 
to Capitol Hill, he spent 22 years in the 
Ohio statehouse where he became the 
senate president for three terms. He 
was there during those formative years 
of his professional life so long, and to 
the extent of which he became a real 
pro at it, that he had an innate sense of 
the legislative process. He got to know 
the people, because half of this work is 
getting to know the people. 

He seemed to come by it naturally. 
We would sit at whip meetings when he 
came to Congress. He would ask all the 
right questions and get to the bottom 
line in half the time as anyone else. 
PAUL GILLMOR really knew what he was 
doing, and he always made it look so 
effortless. 

He cared about other people. He 
cared about his staff. He cared about 
his colleagues. He cared about his 
friends. I didn’t know a single soul that 
didn’t like PAUL GILLMOR. And that is 
saying a lot in this business. PAUL was 
a people person. He was a person that 

others gravitated to because he cared 
about them. 

But he cared about no one more in 
life than his family. As a Member who 
on occasion myself has missed a vote 
on the naming of a post office or two, 
I really respect the priorities that 
PAUL GILLMOR had about putting his 
family first. That’s the right thing to 
do and that’s the way PAUL did it. 

He has a lot for which Karen, his dear 
wife, and his family can be proud to 
look back upon as they examine the 
legacy that he left to Ohio, to them, 
and to our country. 

Once again, we have much to honor 
in PAUL GILLMOR’s life. Our prayers are 
with his family. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Mrs. JONES) will control the remainder 
of the time of the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WILSON). 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, at 

this time, I would yield time to Mr. 
OBEY, the Chair of the Appropriations 
Committee, such time as he may con-
sume. 

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentlewoman 
for the time. 

I simply cannot believe that PAUL is 
gone. I first got to know him when we 
both served on a task force to rewrite 
the code of ethics in the nineties. That 
was not an easy job. PAUL’s perform-
ance was solid. It was thoughtful. In all 
the time that we discussed those issues 
before we brought our recommenda-
tions to the floor, I never saw him for 
one moment raise a partisan angle on 
any ethics question, and I never saw 
him question anyone else’s motives. 

What I did see was a man who under-
stood that ethics is important, and yet 
because it involves the rules of the 
House, it can also be exceedingly com-
plicated. 

I never saw PAUL take a single cheap 
shot in all the time that he served on 
that committee. That is one of the rea-
sons that he became one of my favorite 
Republicans in this place, because 
there are very few people on either side 
of the aisle who aren’t willing to take 
a cheap shot at the other side, even if 
it results in damage to the institution. 
That’s where PAUL drew the line. 

He didn’t mind seeking partisan ad-
vantage. That’s what all of us try to do 
from time to time. But what he always 
tried to do, in my judgment, was to 
seek whatever advantage he saw with-
out taking advantage of the institution 
at the same time. That’s an important 
line to draw in an institution like this. 

I think we can all be grateful for the 
job that PAUL did for as long as God al-
lowed him to do it. I simply cannot be-
lieve he is gone. 

I extend my sincere regrets and best 
wishes to his family and all the mem-
bers of the Ohio delegation. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. TIBERI). 

Mr. TIBERI. Ladies and gentlemen of 
the House, my heart goes out to PAUL’s 
wife, Karen, and his five children. 

As Mr. OBEY said, I can’t believe it, 
either. I first met PAUL GILLMOR when 
he was president of the Ohio senate and 
served in the senate. He had a very dis-
tinguished career before having ever 
come to the United States Congress, a 
career that many would admire, just 
there in our statehouse in Ohio. 

His reputation was as a man of great 
humility. Something that we all could 
learn a lesson from is PAUL GILLMOR’s 
humility, the gentleness of PAUL 
GILLMOR, the way he treated people, 
the way he loved to serve the public of 
Ohio and northwest Ohio and the con-
stituents he was so proud to serve. 

PAUL was an Air Force veteran. 
Many didn’t know that. He was a proud 
graduate of Ohio Wesleyan University 
in my district, and, for an Ohioan, a 
proud graduate of the University of 
Michigan’s law school. 

PAUL was known around the state-
house as a very gentle person, as a man 
who rose to the top of the political 
game, but never forgot where he came 
from, a successful politician, a success-
ful public servant, a successful busi-
nessman. 

Yesterday I had the opportunity with 
a couple of other Members, Congress-
man JORDAN and Congressman HOBSON, 
to sit in the airport in Columbus in the 
afternoon to chat with PAUL as we 
were coming back to Washington, DC. 

I had the added opportunity to spend 
some time with him on the airplane 
sitting next to him. I will remember 
PAUL in the way that I have always 
known PAUL, a very happy warrior, a 
man who loved what he did on a daily 
basis. He enjoyed August, reaching out 
to community after community in 
northwest Ohio at town hall meeting 
after town hall meeting, up at the lake 
with friends and family. He enjoyed 
August. He had a smile on his face. He 
enjoyed public service. He enjoyed rep-
resenting the people of northwest Ohio. 

That’s how I will remember PAUL 
GILLMOR. We lost a good friend. Ohio 
lost a native son. And America lost a 
patriot. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, my first comments are 
to Karen Gillmor. Karen, I stand in 
your stead. Only 4 years ago, I lost my 
husband suddenly. All I can say to you 
is hold on to God’s unchanging hand. 
He will help you through all of this. 
And as you think about all the wonder-
ful memories and the wonderful oppor-
tunities and the blessing that you had 
to have PAUL GILLMOR in your life. To 
your sons and daughters, I say the 
same thing. I always talk to my son, 
and I say, ‘‘Merv, just remember all the 
good times. Remember all the fun you 
had, all the things you learned, and 
cherish each and every one of them.’’ 

As a Member of Congress, I rise to 
speak to honor the life of my colleague 
and friend, PAUL GILLMOR. PAUL and I 
served on the Committee on Financial 
Services together. When I first came to 
Congress, PAUL reminded me of the big 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:14 Sep 06, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05SE7.086 H05SEPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10123 September 5, 2007 
bear, kind of a gentle bear. You don’t 
even know he is really in the room 
until he kind of humbles into the room. 
I remember him saying on occasion, 
Stephanie, Congresswoman JONES, so 
forth and so on. 

I was pleased to have had the oppor-
tunity to cosponsor some legislation 
with him with regard to historic pres-
ervation. He and I both understood the 
importance of preserving historic 
buildings in this Nation and offered 
legislation that would have provided 
tax incentives for people to be able to 
shore up that legislation. 

Unlike PAUL, I was not in the legisla-
ture when I first came to Congress. The 
advantage of having a colleague and a 
friend who has had some experience in 
the legislature works greatly. I can re-
member one time at a Financial Serv-
ices hearing, as usual, I was going at a 
witness. Later PAUL said, ‘‘Now, Steph-
anie, just calm down a little bit. It 
ain’t like you’re in a courtroom any-
more.’’ 

We’re all going to miss PAUL 
GILLMOR. The beauty of the United 
States Congress is that it is a bipar-
tisan body where you have Democrats 
and Republicans who are there and who 
are able to argue or debate their par-
ticular issue. But the beauty also of a 
bipartisan body is that you have Demo-
crats and Republicans who can get 
along, who understand the importance 
of raising the issues on behalf of their 
constituents, but also understand the 
importance of working together. 

b 1600 

I know everyone has already placed 
into the RECORD all of PAUL’s back-
ground, experience and things that he 
did to represent the great State of 
Ohio. Again, I stand here as a colleague 
and a friend to talk about my experi-
ences with PAUL GILLMOR, to record 
them in my memory, and to smile, be-
cause at these times it is often hard to 
smile and lift up a time of laughter. 
But I call upon all of our friends and 
colleagues and his family to look to 
the good times, to look to all the great 
memories, and, over time, time will 
heal some of the wounds. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the leader, the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER). 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank the dean of our delegation for 
bringing this resolution to the floor, 
and thank my colleague from Cleve-
land, Mrs. JONES, for her enlightening 
remarks and lightening this up. 

I was here earlier to announce PAUL’s 
passing to the House. I can remember 
the first time I met PAUL GILLMOR. I 
was a brand new State legislator. It 
was 1985, and it wasn’t at the state-
house; it was down the street at the 
Pewter Mug. 

Now, for those of us who served in 
the statehouse, we have all been to the 
Pewter Mug. That is where I got to 
know PAUL GILLMOR. He was the senate 
president; I was a lowly new house 
member, and Helen used to come over 

and wait on us. For those who came to 
the statehouse who went to the Pewter 
Mug, you would remember Helen, be-
cause you could never forget her, and 
she would never forget PAUL. 

But I got to know PAUL GILLMOR. In 
1986, PAUL decided to run for Governor 
in a Republican primary, and I was on 
his team. As a matter of fact, it might 
have been one of the first political 
checks I actually wrote was to PAUL 
GILLMOR when he ran for Governor. Un-
fortunately, he didn’t win that primary 
election, but I really got to know PAUL 
GILLMOR. 

He really was a public servant who 
enjoyed what he did, who enjoyed rep-
resenting people, and someone that 
came to Congress right before I did. He 
came in 1988; I came in 1990. We have 
been close friends over the 17 years 
that we have worked here together. We 
worked on a number of issues. 

PAUL loved to understand what was 
happening around the world, and he 
certainly did his share of traveling to 
try to understand what was happening. 
But his work on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, his work over in the 
Financial Services Committee will 
speak for itself. 

But earlier this year, I think it was 
mentioned by the gentleman from 
Texas, Mr. BARTON, earlier this year we 
lost our majority, we lost a number of 
seats, and PAUL GILLMOR took the mag-
nanimous step of relinquishing his seat 
on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee to take a seat on the Financial 
Services Committee to help make room 
for other Members. It was that kind of 
kindness and consideration that I 
think all of us will remember about 
PAUL GILLMOR. 

Karen and the children, our prayers 
are with you. PAUL was a great serv-
ant, a great friend, and someone who 
we will all miss. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio, TIM RYAN. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman, and I also 
thank our friend, the dean of the dele-
gation, Mr. REGULA. 

I would just add for a minute my 
thoughts and memories of Mr. 
GILLMOR. I graduated from Bowling 
Green State University, so I knew of 
Mr. GILLMOR before I even got into pol-
itics, because as many of the Members 
from Ohio know, he is a legend in 
northwest Ohio, especially in Bowling 
Green and especially with the Bowling 
Green Young Republicans. He was very 
familiar. 

I remember, as we all do, taking the 
little trolley back and forth from the 
office buildings over here, and for some 
reason our conversations always ended 
up talking about Ohio State football. 
Mr. GILLMOR loved the Buckeyes. He 
loved going to the Ohio State football 
games. I remember being in the State 
senate seeing him at the Ohio State 
football games. That is just the kind of 
guy he was. He loved football, he loved 
his country, he loved his constituents, 

he loved this institution, and he cer-
tainly will be missed. 

So from the citizens of the 17th Dis-
trict, we just want to thank Mr. 
GILLMOR for his service and send our 
condolences and our prayers to his 
family and his children and his wife, 
Karen. And also to say, as Mr. 
BOEHNER, the minority leader said, he 
was a gentleman. He was a gentle man. 
In the midst of all the chaos of Wash-
ington, DC, his silence and his 
gentleness were very refreshing, and he 
will be missed. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. BACHUS). 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Ohio. 

We have heard words about PAUL 
GILLMOR, our friend, and one word we 
keep hearing over and over is ‘‘caring.’’ 
He really cared. He cared about his 
family. You would go in his office and 
you would see the pictures of his fam-
ily. 

He cared about his staff. Mark 
Wellman, his chief of staff; Dave Oxner, 
great guys. They were sort of a reflec-
tion and extension of PAUL. They were 
gentlemen. They really did not care 
about who got the credit. They were 
hard workers. I say to Mark and Dave, 
I know that you are grieving right now. 

Mr. OBEY mentioned that he cared 
about this institution. He truly did. He 
cared about every Member. I never 
heard him insult another Member. I 
never heard him say something unkind. 

He talked about issues. He felt 
strongly about issues. The brownfields 
legislation was a great example of how 
he was very tenacious, had very strong 
feelings. He did that earlier this year 
on the industrial loan companies when, 
as a small town banker, mainstream 
banker, he felt very strongly that 
small town banks were being disadvan-
taged. But he never said anything un-
kind about those who opposed his posi-
tion. 

To his credit, I think part of that 
kindness, that caring, and also his ca-
pable leadership, that legislation 
passed the House 371–16. I think 
brownfields will be part of his legacy, 
particularly to the industrial States, 
the people of Ohio that he loved; as will 
the industrial loan company legisla-
tion, that really will help preserve 
small town mainstream banking. 

He was a banker. I had the privilege 
of appointing PAUL as the ranking 
member of the Financial Institutions 
Subcommittee. I never regretted that 
decision. I knew that what PAUL cared 
about was not himself or not the glory, 
but doing what was right for the Amer-
ican people. He never disappointed me. 
I will miss him deeply. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS). 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. I thank 
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him for convening this resolution this 
evening and I thank the Ohio delega-
tion for allowing me to be part of this 
remembrance of the life of our friend 
PAUL GILLMOR. Like everyone else, I 
was shocked and saddened this morn-
ing to hear the news about the loss of 
our friend. 

We have heard several people talk 
about Mr. GILLMOR and his work on the 
committee. I remember last year in the 
109th Congress when he was the sub-
committee chairman and the work he 
did on persistent organic pollutants. It 
really was not something I had ever 
thought about before I came to Con-
gress, it really wasn’t something I ever 
campaigned on, but PAUL had a way of 
explaining it and making it under-
standable and worked through a very 
complex issue working with both sides 
of the committee dais to get meaning-
ful legislation passed. 

Then at the end of the 109th Con-
gress, after the election, coming back 
for the 110th Congress, and someone ex-
plained to me the arithmetic that hap-
pens when you lose the majority, and 
counting on my fingers the number of 
seats we had lost on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and I was no 
longer going to be on that committee, 
and then later PAUL came to me and 
said, ‘‘Doc, you are too important on 
that committee, so I am going to stay 
on Financial Services and I will take a 
leave from Energy and Commerce.’’ 

You heard Ranking Member BARTON 
mention it. You heard Leader BOEHNER 
mention it. I was the guy that he let 
stay on the committee by his selfless 
act of taking a leave of absence from a 
committee that he loved, committee 
work he loved to do. I thank him so 
much for giving me the opportunity to 
stay on the committee. 

Of course, we welcomed him back a 
few weeks ago when we needed that 
extra vote when we were discussing en-
ergy legislation. And, sure enough, 
PAUL was there not just to be a vote, 
but he brought amendments with him. 
He tied things up. He behaved just like 
the PAUL GILLMOR that I had remem-
bered on the committee from the year 
before. 

So, to his family, I wanted you to 
know, you had heard me mention be-
fore how selfless PAUL was about giving 
up a place on the committee. I am the 
guy that he let stay on the committee. 
I will never forget that, and I will al-
ways try to live up to his expectations. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to our colleague from Ohio 
(Mr. JORDAN). 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the dean of our delegation. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues 
from Ohio in expressing great shock 
and sadness at the passing of our friend 
and neighbor Congressman PAUL 
GILLMOR. 

As previous speakers have men-
tioned, Congressman GILLMOR was in 
our district last week with the flood-
ing. I had the opportunity to just visit 
with him yesterday, as Congressman 

TIBERI mentioned as well, at the air-
port before we flew down here. You just 
can’t believe this has happened. 

PAUL was a husband and a father. He 
was a proud Republican, an Air Force 
veteran, as others mentioned, with 
Vietnam era service, and a long time 
congressional leader on international 
leaders. 

Prior to his distinguished service in 
Congress, he made his mark in the 
Ohio legislature with an impressive 22- 
year career in the Ohio Senate, and as 
Congresswoman PRYCE mentioned, 
three terms as senate president. 

I had the unique opportunity to work 
with PAUL on issues that affected our 
part of Ohio. I counted on him as a 
staunch ally in promoting the workers 
and the mission at Lima’s Joint Sys-
tems Manufacturing Center, our tank 
plant in Lima, Ohio. 

We also shared in challenging times, 
including the tragic Bluffton Univer-
sity bus crash earlier this year, and 
more recently, as I mentioned, the 
flooding that took place and dev-
astated many areas of both of our dis-
tricts. 

I served with PAUL’s wife, Karen, in 
the general assembly, although she was 
on the senate side and I was on the 
house side, and got to know their fam-
ily a little bit over the years. Our fam-
ily’s prayers are with her and the en-
tire Gillmor family as they attempt to 
find peace in the midst of this tragedy. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. ADERHOLT). 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to join my colleagues in remem-
bering one of our own, PAUL GILLMOR. 
It is moments like this that you realize 
the fleeting nature of time. Indeed, we 
truly realize the shortness of time and 
the greatness of eternity. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family, his 
friends and all of the people that he 
touched during the time he was on this 
Earth. 

Representative GILLMOR was a friend. 
He was a gentleman who I had the 
pleasure of getting to know as a neigh-
bor. Because we lived across the street 
from each other at one time, there 
were several occasions that we shared a 
ride home after a long night of votes. 
During those times, I was able to gain 
a small measure of the man and discov-
ered him to be generous, kind, and, 
above all, considerate. 

The people of Ohio were privileged to 
have known him as a public servant. 
The Members of Congress were honored 
to share him as a colleague. His friends 
were rewarded with his company, and 
his family was embraced by his love. 

We will miss PAUL and remember our 
time with him and honor his memory. 
May God give Karen and his children 
an extra measure of grace during this 
most difficult time. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio, Mrs. SCHMIDT. 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I am 
deeply saddened today by the news of 

the loss of my dear friend PAUL 
GILLMOR. PG, as many of us called him, 
was a shining example of service and 
leadership. As president of the Ohio 
senate, he led Ohio through good times 
and bad times with such grace. 

For the last two decades, he fought 
for all Ohioans here in Congress, not 
just those in his own district. During 
his entire life, PAUL GILLMOR was a 
true leader, a gentleman and a states-
man. Most importantly, he was a nice 
guy, a true friend to all. 

When I was first elected, he became a 
mentor to me. I would always welcome 
his kind words on the House floor, 
‘‘How is it going, kid?’’ 

Just as important, he was a great fa-
ther and a loving husband. 

b 1615 

My prayers go out to his wonderful 
wife Karen and all of his children. Ohio 
has suffered a great loss. America has 
suffered a great loss. We here in this 
House have lost a dear friend. May God 
be with you, PAUL. Godspeed. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. TURNER). 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the dean of our delegation, 
RALPH REGULA, for bringing this reso-
lution forward to honor the life of 
PAUL GILLMOR. We are all deeply sad-
dened by the passing of our dear friend, 
PAUL GILLMOR. 

I want to tell you one story from 
when I first got to Congress. Mr. 
GILLMOR, as I referred to him, as many 
have said, had a gentle spirit and an in-
formal way and a very accepting way. 
When I referred to him as ‘‘Mr. 
Gillmor,’’ he corrected me and said, 
You’re to call me PAUL. You will hear, 
as almost everyone comes forward 
today and eulogizes him, as they honor 
him, they refer to him as he had us 
refer to him, and that is PAUL. 

One time we were having dinner and 
he was talking about some of his ac-
complishments. Brownfields is an area 
that is very important to me. When 
you look across Ohio and see the num-
ber of abandoned factory sites and the 
potential that they represent, PAUL 
told about his work on the Brownfields 
Remediation Act that changed the laws 
that made it easier for those sites to be 
remediated, and provided tax benefits 
so that capital would be brought to 
them. 

As you go throughout Ohio today and 
see abandoned factory sites where 
buildings are being demolished and new 
buildings and businesses are being 
built, it is to PAUL’s credit and one of 
the things he was most proud of, that 
he was able to work to change the laws 
to help make it easier for their sites to 
be developed. 

He talked about the number of jobs 
that it brought, not just in construc-
tion but the jobs that it brought to 
communities, recognizing the impact 
on families. 

Most recently, Ohio has been plagued 
by scandals arising from predatory 
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lending, and PAUL was a leader in try-
ing to help families and communities 
that had been subject to predatory 
lending, pulling together the Ohio dele-
gation to talk about ways we can im-
pact our neighborhoods and support 
laws that could impact families that 
had been subject to predatory lending. 

PAUL will be remembered as an effec-
tive legislator, and as someone who 
cared deeply for Ohio and for this insti-
tution and for his country, and had an 
impact on the lives of Ohioans. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the Speaker of the House, NANCY 
PELOSI. 

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding on this very sad oc-
casion. I am sad to join my colleagues 
as we face the very sad news regarding 
the loss of our colleague, PAUL 
GILLMOR. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all Mem-
bers of Congress, I rise to pay tribute 
to PAUL GILLMOR, who passed away 
suddenly today. I offer my deepest con-
dolences to his wife, Karen, to his two 
daughters, Linda and Julie, and his 
three sons, Paul Michael, Connor, and 
Adam. How proud he was of his chil-
dren. That was one thing that we used 
to chat about quite regularly. I would 
hear about the progress of the twins 
and how everybody was doing. 

Congressman PAUL GILLMOR was an 
experienced and talented legislator 
who spent much of his life serving his 
country. His service began in the Air 
Force where he rose to the rank of cap-
tain as an Air Force Judge Advocate. 
As a true Ohioan, Congressman 
GILLMOR then served his State in pub-
lic office for more than four decades, 
first in the Ohio State senate where he 
was elected President of that body, and 
later here in the House where he also 
served ably and was held in highest es-
teem by his colleagues. 

More interested in policy than in 
seeking the limelight, PAUL GILLMOR 
focused his time here in the House 
squarely on the needs of his constitu-
ents. On the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, he was deeply involved in 
consumer issues, including protecting 
consumers from unfair credit report 
practices. He also worked to preserve 
our history by supporting and improv-
ing sites honoring our Nation’s Presi-
dents. As vice president of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, Congressman 
GILLMOR was the highest ranking 
American in this highly esteemed 
international organization of par-
liamentary members from the 26 NATO 
states. 

Congressman GILLMOR’s passing is a 
loss for this House and for our Nation. 
It is, of course, a greater loss for his 
family. I hope it is a comfort to them, 
to PAUL’s family and friends, that so 
many people mourn their loss and are 
praying for them at this sad time. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a sad day for us 
because we also learned of the sudden 
passing of our former colleague, Jen-
nifer Dunn. She was a distinguished 

former Member of Congress from the 
State of Washington and I know we 
will acknowledge her service and lead-
ership in the Congress on another occa-
sion. But getting hit from all sides on 
this in one day is a great loss for the 
Congress. 

As I yield back to the distinguished 
gentlewoman, I also want to thank her 
for bringing to the attention of so 
many Members of Congress the passing 
of Congressman Vanik who served so 
ably in this body who passed away last 
week. Anyone who knows about inter-
national human rights knows that Con-
gressman Vanik as part of the Jack-
son-Vanik amendment did so much to 
free people in the Soviet Union. He 
made a very big difference for Soviet 
Jewry. 

Ohio has been generous to the coun-
try. We mourn the loss of PAUL 
GILLMOR and Jennifer Dunn and 
Charles Vanik, who lived until his 90s, 
so God blessed him with that long life. 

God did not give PAUL GILLMOR a 
long life, but he gave him a life of 
great quality with a beautiful family 
and the opportunity to serve a State he 
loved and a country that he was very 
patriotic about. 

On behalf of all of our colleagues, I 
extend my deepest sympathy to his 
family. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. CHABOT). 

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

I stand with my colleagues today to 
honor the memory of PAUL GILLMOR. 
He was really a great guy. He actually 
ran the first time in 1988 for this es-
teemed institution, for the Congress, 
the same year I first ran. He won and I 
didn’t. But in 1994 I did get to join him 
here. 

He was one of the guys that, as other 
Members have said, he was just an all 
around good guy. He really was. You 
liked to talk to him. For some reason, 
he used to call me Mr. STEVE; I don’t 
know why he did that. So I started 
calling him Mr. PAUL, and that is the 
way we referred to each other. 

Yesterday evening after we had our 
votes, we had all come back into town 
from the August recess and we were 
asking each other what did you do over 
the break, what happened. He was tell-
ing me how he had stayed pretty close 
to home. He had worked with his con-
stituents, been with his family for 
some time, and he wanted to know 
what I had done. I said I had done some 
of those same things, and that I had 
also had an opportunity to go to Darfur 
where there is probably one of the 
greatest human tragedies that we have 
seen on Earth in a number of years, 
and he was very interested and wanted 
to know what we can do to help the 
people in Darfur. So we spent a period 
of time discussing that right outside 
those doors just last evening. I was just 
shocked when I learned that PAUL had 
passed away suddenly so recently. 

He was somebody that really I think 
made a difference in this institution. 

As has been mentioned, he loved his 
Buckeyes. He would talk about what 
they had done and how the game had 
been played and how he couldn’t wait 
to go to the next game. And he loved 
our State of Ohio. He loved the people 
that he represented. And most espe-
cially, he loved his family. 

We are all going to miss PAUL 
GILLMOR, and we wish the best to his 
wife, Karen, and his five children. God 
bless you, PAUL. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Mrs. MALONEY). 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding, 
and I rise to express my deep sadness 
to learn of the passing of one of my 
good friends and colleagues, PAUL 
GILLMOR. 

PAUL was the ranking member of the 
Financial Institutions Subcommittee 
that I chair, and I had the great privi-
lege of working with him on so many 
important issues throughout the years. 
In fact, this morning at the hearing we 
were holding on the subprime mortgage 
crisis, I had reserved 4 minutes for 
PAUL to speak and he didn’t come to 
the meeting. He was always punctual, 
and so we sent a staff member out to 
find him and found out the very, very 
sad news. 

PAUL was a distinguished Represent-
ative representing Ohio for many 
years. He held some partisan positions 
as the minority deputy whip; but on 
Financial Services, he was always 
ready to reach across the aisle and to 
work in a bipartisan way for the safety 
and soundness of our financial institu-
tions and protections of consumer con-
cerns. 

He had a great deal of experience in 
banking, and in fact had run banks 
back in his home State of Ohio, so he 
brought the practical common sense of 
having known the business firsthand, 
and he always had valuable insights. 

Just before we broke for our August 
work period, we had introduced a bill 
together on file freeze and negotiated 
various aspects that he thought was 
important for the bill. He was an out-
standing person. 

He served in Vietnam and he was a 
distinguished veteran. He served in the 
Air Force and achieved the status of 
captain. My brother served in Vietnam, 
and we shared conversations about 
that experience. 

He was an extremely outstanding 
leader in his home State of Ohio, and 
actually served in the State senate and 
headed the State senate for five terms 
before becoming elected to Congress. 

My heart goes out to his wife and 
children. I know I speak for many of 
my colleagues when I say that PAUL’S 
presence in this Chamber will be deep-
ly, deeply missed. He was an out-
standing patriot and outstanding Con-
gressman and an outstanding spouse, 
husband and father. We are all deeply, 
deeply saddened. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. STEARNS). 
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(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, it is ob-
viously with great sadness that we all 
honor the service of our colleague and 
friend, PAUL GILLMOR. 

Paul and I came to Congress the 
same year. We were in the 101st Con-
gress and we were both veterans of the 
United States Air Force. He obviously 
expressed a great love for this Nation, 
for this institution, and I believe sin-
cerely he brought credit upon all of us. 

This dedication was matched by his 
love for his family, his wife, Karen, his 
two daughters, Linda and Julie, and his 
three sons, Paul Michael, Connor and 
Adam. I express my deepest condo-
lences to the family. 

I had the opportunity when I first 
met PAUL to talk informally with him 
about his background. He said he was a 
leader of the senate. Coming from the 
private sector and not understanding 
the full significance of what that 
meant, I became acutely aware of what 
it meant when I heard him in informal 
sessions or in meetings where he had a 
presence about him, an aplomb, and 
also a sincerity, in which he would ex-
press his ideas in a way that would get 
to the meat of the issue and cut to the 
chase. And I realized during this, he 
could do it tactfully. He was not a par-
tisan individual. He was bipartisan, in 
fact. I can’t recollect on the floor him 
having a really partisan speech because 
I think it goes to when he was a leader 
of the senate, he understood to get 
things done, he had to develop con-
sensus. So when he went to a meeting, 
he listened more than he talked and he 
also stepped forward with the idea of 
what we should do in a very nice way 
such that most people would say, Wow, 
at the end of the meeting, PAUL 
GILLMOR made the most sense. 

Another vignette is when he was in 
the Speaker’s chair. I watched when 
there would be a huge din on the floor, 
and somehow his voice rose to such a 
crescendo and also a pitch that he 
could pierce this noise and bring order 
and stability to the House here. I used 
to watch him also with great admira-
tion on how he did this. It was a trib-
ute to his leadership and also his back-
ground as leader of the senate. 

So I come to the House floor to say 
his dedication and expertise will be 
greatly missed. He has had 40 years of 
public service. He established a long 
record of working for average Ameri-
cans. God bless the Gillmor family, and 
God bless PAUL GILLMOR. 

b 1630 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, how 

much time is remaining? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) has 2 
minutes. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that both sides 
have 5 additional minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. SPACE). 

Mr. SPACE. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to 
thank my colleague for yielding the 
time. 

I’m a first-year lawmaker here in 
Washington and came in with this new 
majority in a very partisan time in 
American political history, a time 
where too often we’re preoccupied with 
political bickering, a time when we 
needed more people like PAUL GILLMOR 
on this floor. 

PAUL befriended me. We, by chance, 
both flew out of the Columbus Airport 
to and from Washington, so we had a 
chance to sit and talk about non-
legislative matters, about our families, 
about some of the nonpolitical aspects 
of this job. And PAUL was one to give 
advice, despite the fact that we’re on 
the opposite sides of the aisle. He pro-
vided me, as a good man would, with 
the wisdom he’s obtained, and as a 
freshman, I was very grateful to him 
for his help. 

I didn’t know PAUL before being 
elected to the House last November, 
but we share many mutual friends. 
Harry Mishel is a dear friend of mine, 
a former president of the Ohio senate, 
was a good friend of PAUL’S and spoke 
very highly of PAUL. And I think it’s a 
testament to the kind of person he is 
that he would engender that kind of 
friendship and support, regardless of 
where one stands on the political aisle. 

One other small anecdote that I 
think sums PAUL up. A very good 
friend of mine worked in the Ohio cau-
cus 20 years ago when PAUL was with 
the Ohio senate, and recently, this 
friend returned to Columbus and ran 
into PAUL who was there while on 
break here. And after 20 years, PAUL 
still remembered this man, not just his 
last name, but his first name, and 
greeted him as a friend after 20 years. 

That’s the kind of man PAUL 
GILLMOR was. That’s the kind of man I 
will remember, and my deepest and 
heartfelt condolences from not just me 
but the many good folks of Ohio’s 18th 
District go out to PAUL and his family. 
He and they are in our prayers. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE). 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend for yielding. 

This is truly a day of great sadness 
for our conference, for this House, for 
the State of Ohio and, yes, Mr. Speak-
er, for our Nation. 

Though only in my second term in 
Congress, I came to know and appre-
ciate PAUL GILLMOR, serving on one of 
his committees, Financial Services, 
and I came to appreciate him for many 
different and wonderful attributes. He 
had a warm and gentle temperament, a 
calm and friendly demeanor, a meas-
ured and thoughtful reason, a respected 
and a respectful legislator. These and 
so many other attributes shall be 
missed by one and all. 

I join my colleagues in extending our 
thoughts and our prayers to his con-
stituents, to his friends, and most, to 
his family. We are truly a better Na-
tion because of the service of PAUL 
GILLMOR. 

May God rest his soul. 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the minority whip. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
good friend for yielding and for man-
aging this recognition of our colleague 
PAUL GILLMOR. 

Like so many people in this room, 
I’ve had lots of experiences with PAUL, 
and they were all good, whether they 
were watching him represent our coun-
try in diplomatic situations in his role 
leading our NATO parliamentary ef-
fort, one of the leaders in that effort, 
or whether it was every Thursday when 
we had the deputy whip meeting and 
talked about where we ought to be 
going as a conference, where we ought 
to be going as a country. 

I remember PAUL said to me one 
time, he said, you know, that’s my fa-
vorite meeting of the week because 
that’s where we talk about the future, 
and PAUL GILLMOR was a future-ori-
ented guy who loved his family, who 
loved his country, who loved the con-
cept of public service. And he per-
formed that public service well, wheth-
er it was years in the Ohio State senate 
or two decades in the U.S. Congress. 

We will truly miss him. We are sur-
prised at his leaving us way too early. 
His contributions would have contin-
ued to be great here, and the country 
will suffer from the loss that we feel 
today. 

I also want to reach out to his fam-
ily. And as I said, PAUL loved his coun-
try, but he also loved his family. And 
you didn’t have to spend much time 
with him to find out that deep love he 
had for his sons, for his daughters, for 
his wife and for his extended family. 
And I appreciate him so much, and I’m 
going to join his family and his friends 
in missing him. His place here will be 
hard to fill, and his contributions have 
been great. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that both sides 
have an additional 5 minutes each. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield so 

much time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. HOBSON), a 
good friend of PAUL, a good friend of 
our Ohio delegation. 

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember our good friend 
PAUL GILLMOR. Just yesterday, the 
three of us rode together in from Co-
lumbus. 

I saw him in the airport, and I said, 
Hi, GILLMO. He said, Hi, Honorable 
DAVE, and we started to talk, as we did 
often, because we’ve known each other 
a long time. 

And I said, What’d you do, and he 
told me about going to the floods. And 
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then we got into boats and he told us 
about his boat and the times he was 
having on the lake with his children 
and Karen, and he was happy. 

Then we started to talk business, be-
cause PAUL wasn’t just a legislator. He 
was a businessman, too, and he was 
starting a bank in Florida. He says, 
You want to invest? I said, Well, we’ve 
been talking about that. So we talked 
about that for a while, and he was 
happy, and we were all happy. We were 
colleagues, friends. 

I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t 
for PAUL GILLMOR. When PAUL GILLMOR 
was president of the senate, I lost an 
election and got appointed to the State 
senate that PAUL GILLMOR was presi-
dent then for a few more weeks before 
we went in the minority, and he helped 
pick me. He picked me, and the news-
paper read ‘‘Loser Wins.’’ But PAUL 
GILLMOR set me on the way. 

I’ve never lost another election, 
thanks to PAUL GILLMOR. PAUL 
GILLMOR was always there, and I think 
his staff knows that. 

I met a young man then in the State 
senate named Mark Wellman who was 
working for PAUL then. He works with 
PAUL to this day. That’s the kind of 
loyalty people had to PAUL GILLMOR. 

I know of no politician in Ohio today 
who doesn’t have respect for PAUL 
GILLMOR and wasn’t his friend. He tran-
scended partisanship. He had his way 
about the things he had to get done, 
but it never became personal. 

When we were in the legislature, both 
sides had great respect for PAUL 
GILLMOR, and we used to meet together 
and talk about things together. PAUL 
GILLMOR was a unique person in that 
respect because there’s always some-
body out there that’s got it in for 
somebody, but they didn’t have it in 
for PAUL GILLMOR because he was what 
I would call a true gentleman. 

We’re SAEs and Ralph’s an SAE, too, 
and PAUL went to Ohio Wesleyan, and I 
went to Ohio Wesleyan. We went there 
at the same time. But I would meet 
people when I got in the State senate, 
and they said, Do you know SKIP, SKIP 
GILLMOR? I said, No, I don’t know SKIP 
GILLMOR. I know Senator GILLMOR, but 
he was SKIP GILLMOR to all the people 
at Ohio Wesleyan. And they loved him 
at Ohio Wesleyan, and they still do. 
One of the first calls I got today was 
from people at Ohio Wesleyan saying 
what do we do. I said I don’t know. 

We’ve lost a good friend. I hope 
Karen and the children can review the 
statements that have been made about 
PAUL today. It’s something that is not 
said about a lot of people. He was a 
good man, he was a great man, and he 
was a great father to his children, 
which is the most important thing, and 
we’re going to miss him. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself 1 minute. I just want to say, 
too, that PAUL cared a lot about his 
staff. He was always a person that 
cared for others, and particularly his 
staff, and I want the members of his 
staff to know that we understand the 
great loss that they feel. 

And I guess particularly when I left 
the Ohio senate, my staff person was 
inherited by PAUL, and we used to 
often talk about Celia Foraker, about 
Celia did this and Celia did that, be-
cause we both shared a great fondness 
for her. I know that PAUL felt that way 
about his staff here. It’s a great loss to 
his staff to have a Member that had the 
caring concern that he did. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the people of Ohio have lost a dedicated 
public servant and genuine leader today with 
the passing of Congressman PAUL GILLMOR. 
As a colleague and friend in the House of 
Representatives, PAUL was a strong voice for 
the needs and interests of the people he rep-
resented as well as a model of integrity. 

In addition to the almost 20 years he served 
as a Member of Congress and the two dec-
ades he spent in the Ohio State Senate, PAUL 
was also a veteran of the United States Air 
Force serving on active duty during Vietnam. 

As a fellow member of the Republican Whip 
Team, I enjoyed sitting with PAUL at the week-
ly meetings where he always was perceptive 
and provided insight from his decades of legis-
lative service. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with PAUL’s 
family during these difficult times. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Congressman PAUL 
GILLMOR and offer my sincere condolences to 
his family. My wife and I extend our sym-
pathies to PAUL’s wife Karen and their 5 chil-
dren. I know that no words can provide com-
fort during this difficult time or shine light on 
this period of darkness, but please know that 
PAUL’s family remains in my thoughts and 
prayers. 

I had the pleasure to work closely with PAUL 
as a Member of both the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and Financial Services 
Committee for nearly 10 years. I got to see 
first-hand his passion for public service, his 
commitment to the people of Ohio and the 
earnest way in which he approached his job. 
He truly loved representing his community and 
making a positive difference in their lives and 
the lives of all Americans. 

The 5th District of Ohio was well served 
with PAUL GILLMOR in office and he will be re-
membered dearly for his many years of public 
service. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of our time. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests and join with 
my colleagues issuing condolences to 
the Gillmor family, and I yield back 
the balance of my time as well. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the resolution. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-

clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
632. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the passing of the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GILLMOR), the whole number of 
the House is 433. 

f 

b 1645 

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF 
MEMBER OF THE HONORABLE 
JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLSWORTH) laid before the House the 
following communication from Alisha 
Perkins, Scheduler/Office Manager, Of-
fice of the Honorable JOHN T. DOO-
LITTLE, Member of Congress: 

OFFICE OF JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 4, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally 
notify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia. 

After consulting with my attorney, I will 
make the determinations required by Rule 
VIII. 

Sincerely, 
ALISHA PERKINS, 

Scheduler/Office Manager. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
OMAR E. TORRES 

(Mr. LIPINSKI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to Pri-
vate First Class Omar E. Torres, a cou-
rageous young soldier who died in Iraq 
on August 22. 

Omar Torres grew up on Chicago’s 
southwest side and played football at 
De La Salle High School. After grad-
uating in 2005, Torres received a full 
ride scholarship to attend The Ohio 
State University. 

During his freshman year at OSU, 
Torres followed his strong desire to 
serve his country and joined the U.S. 
Army Reserves. This decision led to his 
activation during his sophomore year, 
and in May of 2007, Torres was deployed 
to Iraq as part of the 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, 
Texas. 

Although his mission was hazardous, 
Private Torres bravely and honorably 
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