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group formed by the former South Afri-
can President Nelson Mandela this past
July. Bishop Tutu worked with Rev-
erend Allan Boesak years ago and Mr.
Oliver Tambo, who was chairman of
the ANC.

Archbishop Tutu’s tireless work on
behalf of the people of South Africa
and, indeed, the world is awe inspiring.
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He should serve as an example to all
of us of what compassion and commit-
ment can achieve. I congratulate him
on his life work and salute him on the
occasion of his birthday.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Following the dismantling of the
apartheid regime and the conduct of
South Africa’s first democratically
contested multi-party elections in 1994,
Archbishop Tutu was appointed to
share South Africa’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission.

Tasked with investigating the gross
human rights violations that had oc-
curred over the preceding 34 years, it
was feared that the TRC would reopen
old wounds and once again plunge the
country into crisis. However, Arch-
bishop Tutu used this platform to urge
forgiveness and reconciliation rather
than revenge for past injustices. It,
therefore, comes as no surprise that
South Africa’s TRC now serves as a
model for post-conflict resolutions
around the globe. And at nearly 76
years of age, Archbishop Tutu has not
slowed down a bit. Given his continued
advocacy for peace and human rights
in Africa and beyond, it is appropriate
that this body honor him again today.

I would like to thank the sponsor,
Ms. JACKSON-LEE, for introducing this
important resolution and for agreeing
to changes so that it reflects a celebra-
tion of his upcoming 76th birthday,
which will be celebrated by all of us on
October 7.

Madam Speaker, I thank you for giv-
ing us the opportunity to bring House
Resolution 34 to the floor today. And I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on its
passage.

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I have no further speakers on
this proposed bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 34, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:

““A resolution recognizing the Ilife
and accomplishments of Desmond
Mpilo Tutu, South African Anglican
Archbishop of Cape Town, and Nobel
Peace Prize recipient.”.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING THE STRONG SECU-

RITY ALLIANCE BETWEEN
JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
508) recognizing the strong security al-
liance between the Government of
Japan and the United States and ex-
pressing appreciation to Japan for its
role in enhancing stability in the Asia-
Pacific region and its efforts in the

global war against terrorism, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 508

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance
is the cornerstone of United States security
interests in Asia and the Pacific and is fun-
damental to regional stability and pros-
perity;

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance
continues to be based on shared vital inter-
ests and values in the Asia-Pacific region,
despite the changes in the post-cold war
strategic landscape, including the preserva-
tion and promotion of political and economic
freedoms, support for human rights and
democratic institutions, and securing of
prosperity for the people of both countries
and the international community;

Whereas on April 27, 2007, during Prime
Minister Abe’s visit to Washington, Presi-
dent Bush and the Prime Minister recon-
firmed their commitment to these common
strategic objectives;

Whereas Japan provides military bases and
generous financial and material support to
United States forward-deployed forces,
which are essential for maintaining stability
in the region;

Whereas under the United States-Japan
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security,
Japan hosts a carrier battle group, the IIT
Marine Expeditionary Force, and the 5th Air
Force;

Whereas the United States currently main-
tains approximately 50,000 troops in Japan,
about half of whom are stationed in OKki-
nawa;

Whereas over the past decade the alliance
has been strengthened through revised De-
fense Guidelines (which expand Japan’s non-
combat role in a regional contingency) and
the continued renewal of Japan’s Host Na-
tion Support of United States forces sta-
tioned in Japan;

Whereas in 2005, the two allies agreed on a
redefinition of roles, missions, and capabili-
ties of alliance forces, which further deepens
interoperability and coordination between
the Japanese Self Defense Forces (SDF) and
United States Armed Forces;

Whereas the agreement also provided for
reducing the number of troops stationed in
Okinawa and broadening our cooperation in
the area of ballistic missile defense (BMD);

Whereas in May 2007, the United States
and Japan confirmed that, as both countries
develop and deploy capabilities, every effort
must be made to ensure tactical, oper-
ational, and strategic coordination, includ-
ing ballistic missile threats against alliance
interests;

Whereas after the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Japan has participated sig-
nificantly in international efforts to combat
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terrorism by providing major logistical sup-
port for United States and coalition forces in
the Indian Ocean in support of Operation En-
during Freedom; and

Whereas Japan has also provided troops,
aircraft, and logistical support for Operation
Iraqi Freedom, a commitment which the
Japanese Government recently renewed:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that Japan is one of the most
reliable security partners of the United
States;

(2) commends the Government of Japan for
its role in enhancing stability in the Asia-
Pacific Region; and

(3) expresses appreciation to the Govern-
ment of Japan for its contributions to inter-
national efforts to combat terrorism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
proposed bill and yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Again, I want to express my appre-
ciation to the leadership of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, the distin-
guished chairman, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), and our dis-
tinguished ranking member, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN from Florida, for their sup-
port of this proposed bill.

And let me also thank our distin-
guished colleague from the great State
of New Jersey, a senior member of the
Armed Services Committee as well as
the Natural Resources Committee, my
good friend, Mr. SAXTON, for his spon-
sorship of this resolution.

When World War II came to a close,
the relationship between the United
States and Japan could not have been
worse. Both sides sustained heavy
human losses at the hands of the oth-
er’s military, but together, starting in
the late 1940s, the United States and
the Japanese people rebuilt a war-torn
Japanese nation brick by brick, indus-
try by industry. The alliance between
the United States and Japan has grown
steadily since then, and now it could
hardly be stronger.

Japan today is one of our closest al-
lies in the Asia-Pacific region. The
strong and enduring partnership we de-
veloped when that war thankfully
came to an end bridges economic, mili-
tary and political realms. Our military
alliance helped prevent another world
conflict during the Cold War, and our
two nations jointly held fast to the
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ideas of democracy and freedom in the
face of the menacing communist threat
in this Asian region.

Today, the U.S. military security al-
liance with Japan is not only just the
backbone of the relationship between
our two great nations, but it is the bed-
rock of peace and security throughout
the Asia-Pacific region.

Upon this foundation, we continue to
work together to advance our shared
values. We jointly promote open mar-
kets, open societies, and open and
transparent governments in Asia and
around the world. Japan’s economic
success is a beacon and an example to
the entire planet, now being the second
most powerful economy in the whole
world. We also tackle some of the most
difficult challenges of our time, work-
ing together in the crucial Six-Party
Talks to denuclearize North Korea and
stabilize Northeast Asia.

Japan is a reliable and generous
friend, quick to assist the United
States in our times of need. Japan has
provided important logistical support
for the current war in Iraq and is on
the front lines of the international ef-
forts to combat terrorism by providing
support to operations in Afghanistan.

As strong as our relationship is now,
we look forward to an even stronger
partnership in the future. Our two
countries are brought together by
shared interests and shared values, and
we are bound together by mutual re-
spect and friendship.

This resolution celebrates this
friendship by recognizing the strong se-
curity alliance between Japan and the
United States, as well as Japan’s crit-
ical role in enhancing stability in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Today, the House reaffirms that we
value highly our alliance with the
great nation of Japan and believe this
partnership will continue indefinitely
into the future.

Madam Speaker, I strongly support
this resolution, and urge my colleagues
to support it as well.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I would like to first rise in support of
House Resolution 508, introduced by
my good friend, Mr. SAXTON of New
Jersey, and I would like to congratu-
late him for offering this resolution be-
fore us today because the United
States security objectives in the Asia-
Pacific region could not be achieved
without the staunch support of our
friends and allies in Tokyo. The United
States-Japan alliance is, as this resolu-
tion recognizes, the cornerstone of re-
gional stability and prosperity.

When Pyongyang tested a nuclear
weapon last fall, we relied heavily on
our good friend, Japan, which was then
serving as president of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. Together, we achieved
passage of Security Council Resolution
1718 condemning North Korea’s reck-
less action and imposing a series of
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sanctions. We must continue to work
with Tokyo to resolve the North Ko-
rean nuclear crisis in order to ensure
regional peace and stability.

Japan has also been an irreplaceable
partner in support of our efforts to
fight global terrorism. Also, in the
year 2002, Tokyo graciously offered to
host the International Conference on
Reconstruction Assistance to Afghani-
stan following the ouster of the
Taliban regime.

We are also very grateful to Japan’s
Maritime Self-Defense Forces for con-
tinuing to provide logistical support in
the Indian Ocean to coalition efforts
waging the international war on ter-
rorism.

Most recently, the Japanese Diet ap-
proved a 2-year extension of the Spe-
cial Measures Law in Iraq which pro-
vides continued funding for the recon-
struction of a peaceful and stable Iraqg.
It was also recently reported that three
Japanese banks have stopped engaging
in any new business with Iran, and that
Japanese financial institutions are re-
stricting loans and rejecting an Iranian
request to pay for oil imports in cur-
rencies other than dollars.

We are proud of the U.S.-Japan alli-
ance and deeply grateful for the friend-
ship of the people of Japan. I am proud
to be a cosponsor of this resolution,
Madam Speaker, which is of vital im-
portance to the security of both the
United States and Japan.

Madam Speaker, I would like to yield
such time as he may consume to the
author of this resolution, Mr. SAXTON
of New Jersey.

Mr. SAXTON. Let me thank the
gentlelady for yielding. And let me
begin by thanking my good friend and
colleague, Chairman ToM LANTOS, for
the great high level of cooperation that
was exhibited on this resolution on a
bipartisan basis with Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN and others. And also, let me
acknowledge the great support of my
friend, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, on the reso-
lution.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 508, obviously, which recognizes
the strong security alliance between
Japan and the United States and ex-
presses appreciation for Japan’s role in
enhancing stability in the Asia-Pacific
region in combating terrorism, and
specifically in Japan’s very significant
contribution toward global missile de-
fense.

I am pleased to highlight our special
relationship with Japan following
World War II. Our alliance has served
as a valuable conduit allowing the
United States to achieve our security
goals throughout East Asia. This dy-
namic nation is the world’s second
largest economy, one of our top trading
partners, provides 600,000 U.S. jobs, and
is actively engaged with many other
democracies.

Our two countries have encountered
similar challenges and fought shared
threats while working to guarantee po-
litical and economic freedoms for our
citizens and for many others. This goal
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of spreading democracy-based pros-
perity became particularly evident fol-
lowing the events of September 11. Fol-
lowing these deplorable acts, Japan
readily provided support for U.S. and
allied forces. Their effort included in-
valuable maritime operations in the
Indian Ocean, aircraft to conduct sup-
port missions for our troops in Iraq,
and logistical support that even con-
tinues to this very day. These actions
reveal Japan’s dedication to eradi-
cating the destruction caused by spon-
sors of terrorism. Japan’s Maritime
Self-Defense Forces have provided
roughly 30 percent of the fuel used by
U.S. and coalition warships. They are
the third largest donor in country for
relief and reconstruction in Afghani-
stan, and they have provided billions of
dollars for reconstruction in Iraq, and
Japan continues to renew the Anti-Ter-
rorism Special Measures Law that al-
lows for these activities to take place.

I applaud them for recognizing that
the international threats of terror will
require the cooperation of the world’s
strongest democracies to effectively
combat the growing capabilities and
support systems of terrorist organiza-
tions.

Our strategic relationship extends
beyond Japan’s involvement in the
Middle East. Japan offers financial and
material resources to the U.S.-deployed
forces, 50,000 of which are stationed in
the country.

Several years ago, our two countries
agreed to redefine and strengthen the
missions of both of our military forces.
My resolution mentions examples of
this coordination by reducing the num-
ber of troops in Okinawa and expanding
the cooperation of ballistic missile de-
fense.

Once again, I want to reiterate my
thanks to Chairman LANTOS and Rank-
ing Member ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN for
their assistance in bringing this to the
floor today.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, with that, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, may I inquire as to how much
time I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from American Samoa has 16
minutes remaining.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I would like to have as much
time as I may consume to again com-
pliment and to commend my good
friend, the gentleman from New Jersey,
for his insight.

And certainly as a senior member of
the Armed Services Committee, no one
knows better the importance of our
strategic and military influence in this
important region of the world, and es-
pecially with an alliance and a partner-
ship with the great country of Japan,
that they have always stood beside us
and always been there when we needed
assistance.

So again, I want to commend my
good friend from New Jersey for his
comments and sponsorship of this leg-
islation. And I thank my good friend,
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the gentlelady from Florida, the rank-
ing member, for helping us manage this
legislation and get it approved by our
colleagues.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise in support of H. Res. 508, which recog-
nizes the strong security alliance between the
Government of Japan and the United States
and expresses our country’s appreciation to
Japan for its role in enhancing stability in the
Asia-Pacific region and also for their efforts in
the global war on terrorism. | commend Mr.
SAXTON for authoring this resolution and for
the support by the leadership to bring this res-
olution up for our consideration.

On October 29, 2005, the Government of
the United States and the Government of
Japan entered into a renewed Security Con-
sultative Agreement that calls for a major re-
alignment of U.S.-Japan strategic alliance.
This agreement continues Japan’s strategic
role for the security of the region in coopera-
tion with the United States. In addition, the
agreement will realign our U.S. forces within
Japan and throughout the Pacific so that the
U.S. is better positioned to respond militarily to
incidents in Asia and the Pacific.

Incidentally, under the agreement, the U.S.
territory of Guam could become the new home
to elements of the 3rd Marine Expeditionary
Force. It is projected that nearly 8,000 active
duty Marines and their dependents will be re-
located from Okinawa to Guam.

As you know, Madam Speaker, our U.S. ter-
ritories fall under the jurisdiction of the House
Natural Resources Committee, specifically
under the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs. As
chairman of the Subcommittee, | had the
unique opportunity to travel to Japan and to
the Pacific over the August recess to convene
a field hearing on Guam on the proposed U.S.
military buildup and the challenges the island’s
community will face due to the impact of relo-
cating so many U.S. forces.

| was impressed by briefings we held with
U.S. Navy ADM William French and U.S. Air
Force BG Douglas Owens. Both were ex-
tremely forthright about the strategic value of
Guam in defending our Nation and developing
relationships and training opportunities with
our allies, including Japan, so that our inter-
ests in the Asia-Pacific region are secured. In
fact, while in Guam, our military was con-
ducting “Operation Valiant Shield” which was
a military exercise between our forces and
those of our allies in the Pacific and Asia.

| was equally impressed with the patriotism
of the people of Guam and the support they
have shown for the relocation. This is not to
say that there are no concerns throughout the
community on what the impact of Marines will
mean to the services provided to the Govern-
ment of Guam. Any community would have
concerns on education, healthcare, law en-
forcement, infrastructure, etc. It is my hope
that as the buildup continues, the Congress
will consider these impacts on the island com-
munity and work to mitigate such problems for
the benefit of the community “outside the
gates.”

On my return from Guam, | also had the op-
portunity to meet with officials from the Japa-
nese Defense and Foreign Ministries to be
briefed on their progress in the realignment of
U.S. Forces in Japan. In addition to meeting
with Deputy Foreign Minister Haneda, we
were informed by the Senior Coordinator for
Japan-U.S. Security Affairs, Keiichi Ono and
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the Deputy Director General for Realignment
Initiatives Daikichi Momma and their team,
that Japan is moving forward with the things
they need to do to fully implement the realign-
ment and that they would be mindful to take
into account concerns raised about the impact
of the realignment on the territory and people
of Guam.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to express my
appreciation and that of my constituents to the
people of Japan for their continued strong alli-
ance and for their role in enhancing stability in
the Asia-Pacific region and their efforts in the
global war on terrorism. | urge my colleagues
to support adoption of H. Res. 508.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of the House Resolution 508,
recognizing the strong security alliance be-
tween the Government of Japan and the
United States and expressing appreciation to
Japan for its role in enhancing stability in the
Asia-Pacific Region and its efforts in the global
war against terrorism.

The Government of Japan, crucial to stabi-
lizing the Asia-Pacific Region, has for decades
served as a cornerstone for U.S. national se-
curity posture worldwide. | expect our govern-
ments to remain strong allies long into the fu-
ture. The Government of Japan’s efforts in
support of the global war against terrorism are
commendable and serve as a superb model
for other governments to emulate.

The people of Guam, who | represent in
Congress, enjoy a robust relationship with the
Japanese people. Many residents on Guam
are of Japanese descent. Also, Guam hosts
over a million Japanese tourists each year and
we welcome more. Japanese companies
make significant investments in Guam’s tele-
communications infrastructure and in our tour-
ism and hospitality industry. Moreover,
Guam’s relationship with the Japanese people
and their government will grow stronger in the
years to come. The Government of Japan will,
in large part, finance the planned re-location
of elements of the Ill Marine Expeditionary
Force from Okinawa to Guam. What is more,
the future military training exercises on and in
the waters around Guam will include greater
numbers of Japanese Self-Defense Force per-
sonnel.

| welcome all efforts that strengthen the se-
curity relationship that exists between the
United States and the Japan. | strongly sup-
port this resolution recognizing the valuable
security alliance between the Government of
Japan and the United States and expressing
appreciation to Japan for its role in enhancing
stability in the Asia-Pacific Region and its ef-
forts in the global war against terrorism. | urge
my colleagues’ support.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 508, as amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

——
0 1145
COMMENDING THE PEOPLE AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JOR-
DAN FOR THEIR CONTINUED
COMMITMENT TO HOLDING
ELECTIONS AND BROADENING
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
575) commending the people and the
Government of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan for their continued commit-
ment to holding elections and broad-
ening political participation, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 575

Whereas on June 17, 2003, the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan held parliamentary elec-
tions, the fourth since 1989, and the first dur-
ing the reign of His Majesty King Abdullah
II;

Whereas His Majesty King Abdullah II has
announced that the next parliamentary elec-
tions in Jordan will be held November 20,
2007;

Whereas municipal elections for the local
councils were held on July 31, 2007, under a
new reformed municipal elections law passed
on February 4, 2007, under which the mayors
and councils of all municipalities in Jordan
were elected;

Whereas the new reformed municipal elec-
tions law includes a 20 percent quota for
women in the council seats and reduces the
age of eligible voters from 19 to 18 years of
age in order to expand the voter base;

Whereas with the direct assistance of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment and the Millennium Challenge
Corporation, Jordan has placed great empha-
sis in recent years on the rights of women to
vote and run for public office, thereby serv-
ing as a model for other countries in the re-
gion;

Whereas the people and the Government of
Jordan are committed to continuing this
progress;

Whereas His Majesty King Abdullah II re-
cently emphasized the importance of build-
ing a thriving civil society when he declared,
“We in Jordan—and many others, through-
out the Middle East—are working hard to
create a civic environment in which our peo-
ple will thrive. The basic requirement is an
inclusive, democratic civil society—one that
guarantees rights, delegates responsibilities,
honors merit and rewards achievement. The
foundation stones on which we build are
peace and stability, basic civil and political
rights, essential services, freedom of expres-
sion and the rule of law.”’; and

Whereas Jordan continues to invest in re-
forming its educational system to incor-
porate democratic values and principles:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the people, the Government
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan , and
His Majesty King Abdullah II for their deci-
sion to conduct municipal and parliamentary
elections in 2007;
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