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Madam Speaker, it is my honor to salute 

Professor Emeritus Kenneth Lindsay for his 
dedication in the Army and as a teacher. He 
has left his unique mark on his students, 
peers, and the art community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER JEFFREY 
SHELTON 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Jeffrey Shelton, an officer 
of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Depart-
ment in North Carolina. Officer Shelton was 
fatally shot on March 31, 2007 while respond-
ing to a call with a fellow officer, Sean Clark. 

Officer Shelton was on the force for more 
than six years before he was killed in the line 
of duty. The citizens of Charlotte will remem-
ber Jeff Shelton as a brave man, who gave 
his life in service to the city. He will be sorely 
missed by his fellow officers in the North 
Tryon Division. 

To show their appreciation for Officer 
Shelton, thousands of Charlotteans gathered 
to watch his funeral procession in person on 
April 6, 2007. Citizens have since created a 
permanent memorial at the very spot where 
the two officers were killed. This site, near an 
apartment building in East Charlotte, has been 
dedicated to the memory of Jeffrey Shelton 
and Sean Clark. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jeff’s 
wife, Jennifer, and his family and friends at 
this difficult time. May the legacy of service 
and dedication that he leaves behind be a 
comfort to all those who loved him. 

f 

HONORING OCCAM’S ENGINEERS 
ROBOTICS TEAM 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Occam’s Engineers 
Robotics Team from West Morris Mendham 
High School in New Jersey, a team that I am 
proud to represent! They are celebrating their 
recent attainment of first place in the FIRST 
Vex Challenge World Championship. 

Occam’s team was founded by Joshua 
Kaplan and Michael Medford, who also serve 
as co-captains. The other members include 
Adam Brozynski, Joshua Franklin, Julianna 
Brown, Thomas Cioppettini and Chase Tralka. 
The team was established at the beginning of 
the school year and began preparing for the 
competition in January. After placing last in 
the FIRST Vex New Jersey Tournament, they 
completely redesigned their robot, basing their 
new design on simplicity. 

For the FIRST Vex Challenge World Cham-
pionship in April, the team had to build a robot 
no larger than 18 inches that was pre-pro-
grammed and controlled by remotes to pick up 
softballs and deposit them into differing recep-
tacles from a set list of parts and guidelines. 

The team spent endless hours building and 
practicing leading up to the competition. 

They competed against over 10,000 stu-
dents from over 23 countries. The judged 
award is based on the team that performs well 
in all categories, gaining votes from opposing 
teams based on performance as well as co-
operation with others. Occam won not only the 
FIRST Vex Challenge Winning Alliance Award 
but also the FIRST Vex Challenge Inspire 
Award! 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the 
Occam Engineers Robotics Team and all its 
members on all of their past, present and fu-
ture achievements! 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HATE 
CRIMES PREVENTION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 1592, The Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act. 

This important legislation is about protecting 
the fundamental rights of the most vulnerable 
in our society. 

The fact is, hate toward people in our coun-
try who are deemed different remains copious 
and persistent. 

What is not fact, however, is the campaign 
of mistruths right-wing extremists with a mega-
phone have instigated against this bill. They 
claim, for instance, that passage of this bill will 
be used to persecute anti-gay churches. To 
which I say, I don’t know of any pastor or min-
ister who would advocate tying a man to a 
split-rail fence, beating him brutally, and leav-
ing him to die in the cold of the night for no 
reason other than he was gay. 

This legislation addresses long overdue de-
ficiencies in current federal hate crimes law. It 
extends protections to even more groups of 
targeted minorities. And it ensures that when 
states are unwilling or unable to prosecute 
hate crimes, justice will be served. 

Violent acts committed against a member of 
a targeted minority do not merely beleaguer 
the individual. They deprave an entire group 
and society as a whole by promoting a culture 
of fear among our diverse communities and 
perpetuating stereotypes and hate. I have 
hopes that someday such legislation will no 
longer be necessary. But the reality is that in 
this day and age it still is. It is evident in the 
resurgence of organized white supremacist 
movements such as the KKK over the past 
year. 

Without the passage of this critical legisla-
tion, an alarming amount of hate crime per-
petrators around the country will continue to 
escape punishment under federal law. Such 
as the assailants who shot frequenters of a 
gay bar in New Bedford, Massachusetts ear-
lier this year. And the four white male assail-
ants who left Bill Ray, a mentally challenged 
African American, severely and errantly brain 
damaged. And the assailants of Michael 
Sandy, a gay man who was beaten, chased 
into traffic, hit by a car, and then dragged off 
the road and attacked a second time. 

Until the day comes when there is no need 
for such legislation, we will continue to have a 
moral obligation to ensure these victims of 
hate crimes have access to just recourse. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER SEAN 
CLARK 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Sean Clark, an officer of 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department 
in North Carolina. Officer Clark was fatally 
shot on March 31, 2007 while responding to a 
call with a fellow officer, Jeffrey Shelton. 

Officer Clark was on the force for just over 
a year before he was killed in the line of duty. 
He leaves behind his wife Sherry, his son 
Brayden, and a baby who is expected to arrive 
shortly. The citizens of Charlotte will remem-
ber Sean Clark as a brave man, who gave his 
life in service to the city. He will be sorely 
missed by his fellow officers in the North 
Tryon Division. 

To show their appreciation for Officer Clark, 
thousands of Charlotteans gathered to watch 
his funeral procession in person on April 5, 
2007. Citizens have since created a perma-
nent memorial at the very spot where the two 
officers were killed. This site, near an apart-
ment building in East Charlotte, has been 
dedicated to the memory of Sean Clark and 
Jeffrey Shelton. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sean’s 
family and friends at this difficult time. May the 
legacy of service and dedication that he 
leaves behind be a comfort to all those who 
loved him. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOSE 
MARTEL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Jose Martel, an exceptional mai-
tre d’ at the newly opened Michael’s Res-
taurant at South Point Hotel. 

Prior to assuming his position with Michael’s 
Restaurant, Mr. Martel served as maitre d’ at 
the Barbary Coast Hotel for 23 years. There, 
Mr. Martel developed a reputation for a com-
mitment to customer service. As a maitre d’, 
Mr. Martel is known for meeting all of his pa-
trons’ needs and has proved himself to be an 
exemplary model of friendliness, attentiveness, 
and professionalism. 

During his many years of service, Mr. Martel 
has cultivated a working environment that has 
distinguished him from others in the field. Mr. 
Martel’s evident dedication to restaurant pa-
trons is unparalleled and his outstanding serv-
ice was recently honored by a dedication in 
Casino Connection Magazine. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Jose 
Martel. His dedication to and respect for his 
work are commendable and I wish him every 
continued success. 
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HONORING HIGH SCHOOL ARTISTS, 

FROM 11TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, 
once again, I come to the floor to recognize 
the great success of strong local schools 
working with dedicated parents and teachers 
to raise young men and women. I rise today 
to congratulate and honor 37 outstanding high 
school artists from the 11th Congressional 
District of New Jersey. Each of these talented 
students is participating in the 2007 Congres-
sional Arts competition, ‘‘An Artistic Dis-
covery.’’ Their works of art are exceptional! 

We have 37 students participating. That is a 
wonderful response, and I would very much 
like to build on that participation for future 
competitions. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to congratu-
late the three winners of our art competition. 
First place was awarded to Leigh Cignavitch 
from Mount Olive High School for her work en-
titled ‘‘Core and Rind.’’ Second place was 
awarded to Lauren Novotny from Montville 
High School for her work entitled ‘‘Lauren in 
Fauuist Forest.’’ Third place was awarded to 
Jeff Koroski from Roxbury High School for his 
work entitled ‘‘The Time, The Tremulant, The 
Torrent.’’ 

I would like to recognize each artist for their 
participation by indicating their high school, 
their name, and the title of their contest entry 
for the official Record. 

Home schooled: Phyllis Schlafly’s ‘‘Roses in 
the Mirror.’’ 

Boonton High School: Loryn Britton’s ‘‘Unti-
tled;’’ Sarah LaPlaca’s ‘‘Portrait of Brendon’’ 
(honorable mention), Jennifer Hitching’s ‘‘Self 
in still-life’’ (honorable mention), Caitlyn Har-
vey’s ‘‘Self Portrait’’ (honorable mention). 

Bridgewater-Raritan High School: Allison 
Boucher’s ‘‘Lady of the Flies’’ (honorable men-
tion). 

Dover High School: Matthew Burbridge’s 
‘‘Hurd Park.’’ 

Livingston High School: Ellina Ryzhik’s ‘‘My 
Bike;’’ Arielle Rothbard’s ‘‘Untitled;’’ Linda 
Innemee’s ‘‘The Dragon Flies.’’ 

Madison High School: Samantha Sweet’s 
‘‘My fundamentals;’’ Kayleigh Martin’s 
‘‘Warmth;’’ Marissa Rich’s ‘‘AVERY’’ (honor-
able mention), Sharela Banfield’s ‘‘Hands, 
Feet, & Polish’’ (honorable mention). 

Millburn High School: Jessica Pester’s 
‘‘Easy Chair;’’ Jacqueline San Fillipo’s ‘‘Blue 
Chair;’’ Ann Trocchia’s ‘‘Cala Lily.’’ 

Montville High School: Jennifer 
Eishingdrelo’s ‘‘Monday Morning;’’ Stefani 
Colonnelli’s ‘‘Untitled;’’ John Lake, Jr.’s ‘‘Self 
Deception.’’ 

Morris Knolls High School: Maxine Kramer’s 
‘‘MONEY;’’ Davendra Sukha’s ‘‘Assorted 
Nuts;’’ Charles Doomany’s ‘‘An Uncertain Fu-
ture;’’ Stephanie Grawehr’s ‘‘reading by can-
dlelight.’’ 

Mount Olive High School: Rebecca Weiss’s 
‘‘A Memoir to Gettysburg.’’ 

Pequannock High School: Joel Lumpkin’s 
‘‘Headless Self Portrait;’’ Lauren Porochniak’s 
‘‘Spring Leaves.’’ 

Ridge High School: Lindsay Abken’s ‘‘An 
Icon;’’ Rebecca Goldberg’s ‘‘L’Orange Blue;’’ 

Angela Singer’s ‘‘Garden Still life;’’ Christina 
Roros’ ‘‘Knobby Knees & Dollish Dimples.’’ 

Roxbury High School: Lauren Poggi’s ‘‘SUB-
URBIA;’’ Julia Biczak’s ‘‘Self Portrait;’’ Chelsea 
Austin’s ‘‘JUDE ARCHER.’’ 

Each year the winner of the competition has 
their art work displayed with other winners 
from across the country in a special corridor 
here at the U.S. Capitol. Every time a vote is 
called, I walk through that corridor and am re-
minded of the vast talents of our young men 
and women. Indeed, all of these young artists 
are winners, and we should be proud of their 
achievements so early in life. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating these talented young 
people from New Jersey’s 11th Congressional 
District. 

f 

TAIWAN APPLIES TO THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, as the 
World Health Assembly prepares to meet in 
Geneva this May, Taiwan is applying to the 
World Health Organization as a member under 
the name ‘‘Taiwan.’’ 

For years, Taiwan has been excluded from 
the activities of the World Health Organization; 
thus the health rights of the 23 million Taiwan 
people have not been represented. Taiwan 
paid high prices for the enterovirus outbreak in 
1998 and SARS in 2003; Taiwan should not 
be left out of the global disease prevention 
network. 

The United States government has always 
encouraged Taiwan to seek meaningful partici-
pation in international organizations and if Tai-
wan were barred from World Health Organiza-
tion activities, opportunities for Taiwan’s gov-
ernment and people to make contributions to 
world health affairs would be severely im-
peded. 

I therefore urge my colleagues to speak up 
for Taiwan’s right to participate in the activities 
of the World Health Organization. Fighting dis-
ease is a worldwide issue; no country or peo-
ple should be excluded from WHO’s activities 
due to political considerations. 

f 

CELEBRATING ASIAN PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Asian Pacific American 
(APA) Heritage Month. As you know May is 
designated as APA Heritage Month, and this 
year’s theme is ‘‘Meeting the Challenges for 
Asian Pacific Americans.’’ One of the central 
challenges is the need for comprehensive im-
migration reform. 

I serve as the Immigration Task Force 
Chairman of the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus (CAPAC). The caucus in-
cludes members who are of Asian Pacific de-
scent and those who represent Congressional 

Districts with significant APA populations, like 
the First District of Hawaii. 

The Immigration Task Force is CAPAC’s 
main voice on this important and timely issue. 
Right now, APAs face an immigration backlog 
that has forced many families to live for years 
apart from their loved ones. For example, Fili-
pinos must wait 23 years before United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
even examines their applications for a brother 
or sister from the Philippines. Furthermore, 1.5 
million Asians live in the U.S. as undocu-
mented immigrants. They live in the shadows 
without access to basic services, and are vul-
nerable to exploitation. 

As Task Force Chairman, I have made it a 
priority for CAPAC to support Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform. True immigration reform 
not only helps us secure our borders, but ad-
dresses the issues of family reunification and 
earned legalization for undocumented immi-
grants. With that concern, I cosponsored H.R. 
1645, the ‘‘Security Through Regularized Im-
migration and a Vibrant Economy (STRIVE) 
Act of 2007,’’ and I am working now to get 
members of CAPAC to support this bill. 

The ‘‘STRIVE Act’’ would help eliminate the 
family backlog by no longer counting spouses 
and minor children of naturalized citizens 
against the worldwide cap on family-based im-
migration. That means remaining visas can re-
duce the backlog for the other classes of fam-
ily-based immigrants. Such a move not only 
serves as a humane gesture, but upholds our 
core family values. 

The ‘‘STRIVE Act’’ also addresses the con-
cerns of the undocumented immigrants, pro-
viding for earned legalization, which means 
that people would be allowed to emerge from 
the shadows. Illegal immigrants would have to 
pay fines and back taxes, pass criminal back-
ground checks, and meet English and civics 
learning requirements. Contrary to the rhetoric, 
these immigrants would not jump ahead of 
those who have pending legal visa applica-
tions, but would instead have to wait their turn. 
Furthermore, they would not count against ei-
ther the family-based or employment-based 
immigration caps. 

While not perfect, the ‘‘STRIVE Act’’ is an 
excellent start to solving the immigration re-
form problem. As we celebrate the contribu-
tions of APAs to the nation, we must rededi-
cate ourselves to a new direction; to meet the 
challenges faced by APA families. That is how 
we open the door to the American dream to all 
Americans. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY AND 
SERVICE OF HARRY LEON WILSON 

HON. DAVID DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2007 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory 
and service of PFC Harry Leon Wilson, who is 
the only known African-American to be a 
member of the 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th 
Infantry Division during the Korean War, 
where he was taken as a prisoner of war on 
November 27, 1950 and died in February 8, 
1951 while in prison. 

Harry Leon Wilson is also the only known 
African-American POW from Carter County, 
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