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THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNIONS 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
the 40th Anniversary of the National Associa-
tion of Federal Credit Unions (NAFCU). 
Founded in my home state of California on 
April 26, 1967, NAFCU’s current member 
credit unions stretch from coast-to-coast and 
are more than 1,000 in number. These credit 
unions in turn represent more than 30 million 
individual credit union members. 

From 1967 until today, NAFCU has been a 
strong voice in Washington on behalf of Fed-
eral credit unions. The NAFCU members in 
my district tell me that this association does 
an excellent job providing them with represen-
tation, information, education, and assistance 
to meet the challenges that cooperative finan-
cial institutions face in today’s economic envi-
ronment. 

It is with this in mind, I rise today to con-
gratulate the National Association of Federal 
Credit Unions on their 40th Anniversary. I 
have worked with NAFCU on issues that are 
important to the credit unions in my congres-
sional district, and I look forward to doing so 
in the future. Congratulations NAFCU on your 
40th Anniversary. 

f 

ON PROTECTING AMERICA’S 
WORKERS ACT OF 2007 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Administration Act 
(OSHA), passed in 1970, promised America’s 
workers safe and healthy workplaces. 

However, OSHA has gaps in coverage and 
approximately 8.6 million State, county and 
municipal employees are not covered by the 
law. Public employees have the same health 
and safety problems as do private-sector 
workers but have no protection in more than 
20 States and the District of Columbia. 

In addition, millions of airline and railroad 
employees, as well as Department of Energy 
contractors, are inadequately covered. 

Another sad reality is that many employees 
already covered by OSHA are afraid to report 
health and safety violations for fear of retribu-
tion. When an investigation does occur, how-
ever, workers and families are often left in the 
dark about the progress of the investigation, 
and too often, even when an employer com-
mits multiple violations, penalties are weak 
and ineffective. 

The Protecting America’s Workers Act im-
proves upon OSHA in a number of ways: It 
raises civil penalties on employees and makes 
felony charges available against employers 
who commit willful violations. It also expands 
coverage to include public employees and mil-
lions of other workers who are inadequately 
covered by other laws. In addition, the Act im-
proves upon current whistleblower protections, 

specifically giving workers the right to refuse 
to do hazardous work and protecting against 
employer retribution. Finally, it requires OSHA 
to investigate all cases of death and serious 
injuries and gives workers and families the 
right to meet with investigators. 

Since the passage of OSHA in 1970, much 
progress has been made. It has been reported 
that over 349,000 lives have been saved. 
Nonetheless, too many workers are still 
dying—5,764 in 2005—and millions of others 
are injured or become ill by working in unsafe 
and unhealthy conditions. The provisions of 
the Protecting America’s Workers Act 
strengthen OSHA so that it can meet its prom-
ise to ensure safe and healthy workplaces for 
all Americans. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COM-
PREHENSIVE LEARNING ASSESS-
MENT FOR STUDENTS AND 
SCHOOLS 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I introduced the Comprehensive Learn-
ing Assessment for Students and Schools Act 
or ‘‘CLASS Act of 2007.’’ This legislation 
makes practical and meaningful reforms to the 
No Child Left Behind Act. 

The importance of ensuring that each child 
in America is given the opportunity to reach 
his or her full potential cannot be overstated. 
Having an educated workforce is a matter of 
economic competitiveness and it is a matter of 
national security. I voted for the No Child Left 
Behind Act, NCLB, in 2001 because it placed 
much needed focus on accountability and on 
closing the socalled ‘‘achievement gap’’ in this 
country by targeting the achievement of low- 
income and minority students. These remain 
laudable and important goals. 

Since the law was enacted 5 years ago, I 
have met with students, parents, teachers, 
principals, superintendents, and others to dis-
cuss the real-world effects of this Federal 
mandate. What I have learned is that there is 
broad consensus in favor of establishing high 
standards and accountability, but there is also 
an emerging consensus that the law has had 
some unintended consequences. 

In 2005, several stakeholders in Colorado’s 
education community, including representa-
tives from the Colorado Association of School 
Executives, the Colorado Association of 
School Boards, the Colorado Education Asso-
ciation, and the Colorado Board of Coopera-
tive Educational Services Association, pro-
duced a policy paper suggesting meaningful 
reforms to the NCLB. The policy paper’s pre-
scriptions mirror what I have heard first hand 
from constituents in my district and other Colo-
radans. My legislation addresses many of 
these suggested reforms. 

First, the way that the Department of Edu-
cation currently measures Adequate Yearly 
Progress, AYP, does not yield an accurate 
metric for actual student progress in our Na-
tion’s schools. For example, in Colorado in 
2004, the Boulder Valley School District met 
140 of 142 required performance targets, 
Littleton Schools met 124 of 128, and Durango 
met 91 of 94. Yet under the ‘‘all or nothing’’ 

rules of NCLB each of these districts were la-
beled as failing. 

The CLASS Act would allow schools to use 
longitudinal growth to measure student pro-
ficiency to calculate AYP more accurately. 
Longitudinal growth measures a student’s 
progress from previous years as opposed to 
comparing the scores of one cohort of stu-
dents one year to an entirely different cohort 
the following year. By focusing directly on indi-
vidual students, we can develop a much better 
understanding of ways to improve the grade- 
level learning process. 

In addition, the CLASS Act would require 
that multiple measures be used to assess 
AYP. These would include: the proportion of 
State report card indicators met, a perform-
ance index score, student drop-out rate, and a 
measure based on individual student achieve-
ment gains over time by disaggregated 
groups. When a school is required to offer 
transfer choices and supplemental services to 
a school because that school has failed to 
meet all of its AYP targets, transfer choice and 
supplemental services will only be available to 
students who fall under the one of the sub-
groups that failed to meet an AYP target. For 
example, if the students with disabilities sub-
group is the only one within a school to not 
achieve AYP, then only those special edu-
cation students would be offered transfer op-
tions and supplemental services. This com-
mon-sense measure allows schools and dis-
tricts to target resources where they are need-
ed most. 

Second, two federal mandates of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and NCLB 
are conflicting. Whereas NCLB requires that 
students progress at similar rates, IDEA ex-
pressly states that students with disabilities 
progress at different rates. NCLB requires that 
students progress be measured by a ‘‘pro-
ficient score’’ on a standardized test; IDEA is 
based on an Individual Education Program 
(IEP) team decision with a test score as just 
one factor. The CLASS act would allow a stu-
dent’s IEP to be taken into consideration when 
determining the assessment level under which 
a student would be tested for the purposes of 
NCLB. 

Third, the CLASS Act would acknowledge 
the fact that becoming fluent in a new lan-
guage is a complex process that occurs over 
time. It is unfair and unproductive to require 
students, while they are learning English, to 
be tested in both the acquisition of a new lan-
guage and in the subject content. The CLASS 
Act would exclude the performance of stu-
dents with limited English proficiency who 
have resided in the United States for less than 
three years, so as to avoid any distortion in 
measurement resulting from the new arrivals 
of such students. 

NCLB has provided critical tools for parents, 
teachers, and administrators to understand 
how children are learning and what schools 
and families can do to improve education. But 
in order for accountability assessments to be 
meaningful, they need to be transparent and 
fair. 

Madam Speaker, the CLASS Act goes a 
long way toward achieving the goal of trans-
parent and fair assessments of student 
progress without compromising the critical 
goal of demanding excellence in our public 
education system. I encourage my colleagues 
to support this legislation. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE GLEN ROCK 

COMMUNITY’S EFFORTS TO 
CURB UNDERAGE DRINKING 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to commend the community of 
Glen Rock for joining together to fight under-
age drinking, which, according to the National 
Institutes of Health, results in the deaths of 
approximately 5,000 people under the age of 
21 each year. 

Many Glen Rock high school students face 
a destructive rite of passage called the Keg 
Race. The Class of 2007 is expected to con-
sume 107 kegs of beer before graduation day 
in June. While no one has yet died as a result 
of this under-culture of house parties and 
drinking, the community has come together to 
try to put an end to this practice before some 
irreversible damage is done. 

Regrettably, this is not a problem isolated to 
the community of Glen Rock. A 2003 study by 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Al-
coholism noted that by the time they have 
reached the eighth grade, nearly half of all 
adolescents have had at least one drink and 
more than one in five reports having been 
‘‘drunk.’’ About a third of all high school sen-
iors report engaging in binge drinking—that is, 
having at least five or more drinks in a single 
occasion—within two weeks of being asked as 
part of the report. 

Elected leaders, spiritual leaders, and par-
ents are joining together to form a web of sup-
port for each other and for community young 
people to help break this cycle of underage 
drinking in Glen Rock. And, I commend their 
efforts and hope other communities will follow 
their lead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KOUICHI R. TANAKA, 
M.D., M.A.C.P. 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Dr. Kouichi R. Tanaka for his im-
portant contributions to the field of medicine 
and medical education. 

Dr. Tanaka was born in Fresno, California 
where he lived on a grape farm with his par-
ents and three siblings. In July, 1942, he and 
his family were placed in an internment camp 
in Poston, Arizona. Despite the lack of books 
and appropriate educational facilities, Dr. Ta-
naka pursued his dream of becoming a physi-
cian. 

He would go on to earn a Bachelor of 
Science and Doctor of Medicine degree with 
high distinction from Wayne State University, 
serve in the United States Army, and become 
a resident in medicine and fellow in pathology 
and hematology. 

Dr. Tanaka began his academic career at 
the UCLA School of Medicine in 1957 and 
joined the faculty at Harbor-UCLA Medical 
Center in 1961 as chief of the Division of He-
matology. He would also serve as associate 
chair of the Department of Medicine, acting 

chair of the Department of Medicine, director 
of the Hematology Research Laboratory, pro-
gram director, Professor of Medicine, and 
playa key role in training over 450 internal 
medicine physicians during the past 46 years. 
In addition, Dr. Tanaka has written nearly 300 
research publications, leading to important 
contributions in the study of erythrocyte me-
tabolism and to the understanding of hemolytic 
disorders. 

Dr. Tanaka has received many awards and 
held many positions of distinction. He was 
President of the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society at Wayne State University 
School of Medicine and founding associate 
editor of the American Journal of Hematology. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from Wayne State University School of 
Medicine; the Sherman M. Mellinkoff Faculty 
Award at the David Geffen School of Medicine 
at UCLA; and the Laureate Award of the 
American College of Physicians Southern Cali-
fornia Region 1. He is the first Japanese 
American elected to the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation and the Association of 
American Physicians. He was ACP Governor 
for Southern California Region I, was awarded 
Mastership in the American College of Physi-
cians, and was presented with the 1999 UCLA 
Medical Alumni Association Distinguished 
Service Award. In 2004, he was selected to 
the inaugural class of ‘‘LA BioMed Legends’’. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate this oppor-
tunity to share how proud I am to have Dr. Ta-
naka working in my district’s most important 
biomedical research institute, the Los Angeles 
Biomedical Research Institute at Harbor-UCLA 
Medical Center. 

f 

URGING ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL TRACING SERVICE TO 
EXPEDITE RATIFICATION PROC-
ESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2007 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of H. Res. 
240, which urges all member countries of the 
International Commission of the International 
Tracing Service, ITS, who have yet to ratify 
the May 2006 amendments to the 1955 Bonn 
Accords Treaty, to expedite the ratification 
process to allow for open access to the Holo-
caust archives located at Bad Arolsen, Ger-
many. 

The Holocaust was not a random act of 
mass murder but a systematic campaign of 
genocide carried out by the Nazis against the 
Jews. The world must never forget the more 
than 6 million Jews who perished in the Holo-
caust. In total, the atrocities were more than 
60 percent of the pre-World War II Jewish 
population of Europe. 

We must never forget the evil acts that hap-
pened during that era and we must continue 
the fight against racism, intolerance, bigotry, 
prejudice, discrimination and anti-Semitism in 
every form today. 

After over 60 years, the Holocaust is still a 
presence, and there are living memorials all 

over the world dedicated to the memory of 
those who so cruelly lost their freedom and 
their lives, and to the continuing education to 
conquer prejudice, hatred, and injustice. As 
we allow for open access to the Holocaust ar-
chives, we remind the world that the Holo-
caust indeed was a sad part of our world’s 
history, should anyone doubt its existence. As 
recently as December 2006, the President of 
Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, held the second 
Holocaust denial conference in Tehran in 1 
year. The time to act is now. The opening of 
the archives at Bad Arolsen could not be more 
opportune, especially with the resurgence of 
anti-Semitism in this part of the world. 

The International Tracing Service (ITS) ar-
chives located in Bad Arolsen, Germany, re-
main the largest closed Holocaust-era ar-
chives in the world. The 50,000,000 records 
on the fates of some 17,500,000 individual vic-
tims of Nazi war crimes will forever be memo-
rialized, reminding the world of the travesty 
and devastation that occurred in Nazi Ger-
many. There have been too many instances of 
survivors and heirs of Holocaust victims being 
refused their moral and legal right to informa-
tion—for restitution purposes, slave labor com-
pensation, and personal closure. 

Problems persist when those who have re-
quested information in the past have reported 
facing significant delays and even unrespon-
siveness; furthermore, the records remain in-
accessible to researchers and research institu-
tions. 

The 1955 Bonn Accords established an 
International Commission of 11 member coun-
tries, which includes the United States, and is 
charged with overseeing the administration of 
the ITS Holocaust archives. The amendments 
to the Bonn Accords require each of the 11 
members of the International Commission to 
ratify the amendments before open access to 
the Holocaust archives is permitted. 

The International Commission of the ITS 
agreed upon amendments to the Bonn Ac-
cords that would allow researchers to use the 
archives and would allow each Commission 
member country to receive digitized copies of 
archive materials and make the records avail-
able to researchers under the respective na-
tional laws relating to archives and privacy. 
Only 4 members out of the 11 Commission 
member countries have ratified the amend-
ments to date. Although the United States is 
one of the 4 members that have ratified the 
amendment, there are 7 member countries 
that have yet to ratify. It is imperative that 
these 7 member nations ratify the amendment 
because it is essential that Holocaust re-
searchers obtain access now, while survivors 
are living. I join my colleagues in urging all 
countries that have yet to ratify the amend-
ments to abide by their treaty obligations 
made in May 2006 and to expedite the ratifica-
tion of these amendments. 

The murder of 6,000,000 Jews and more 
than 5,000,000 other victims during the Holo-
caust must not be forgotten. We must remem-
ber those who survived the unprecedented 
horrors of the Holocaust and those who were 
not so fortunate to survive the evils committed 
by the Nazis. I strongly urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 240. 
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