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As if his gallantry on the battlefield was not
enough, Mr. Gresko is also a pillar of his com-
munity in Newtown, PA, in my district. He is a
father, a grandfather, and a husband of more
than 38 years. Even today, despite the fact
that he lives in constant pain from the injuries
he sustained that night, Mr. Gresko is ada-
mant that he would do it all over again. His in-
stincts told him to run from that grenade, but
Mr. Gresko says, “You have to overcome that.
You know you’re gonna die, but you have to
protect your men. Sometimes the whole is
more important than the one.”

Madam Speaker, Richard Gresko is truly
among the finest that America has to offer. It
is my hope that with the introduction of this bill
we will move one small step closer toward
correcting an injustice that has gone unrecog-
nized for almost 4 decades. Our Nation must
do right by this hero whose actions define the
phrase “above and beyond the call of duty.”

———

REMEMBERING RUSSIAN
PRESIDENT BORIS YELTSIN

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, with the passing of former Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, the world lost a truly
heroic leader. President Yeltsin was instru-
mental in placing Soviet Communism on the
ash heap of history, fulfilling the vision of Ron-
ald Reagan for victory in the Cold War by lib-
erating Russia for its citizens to benefit from
freedom and democracy.

The words of Vladimir Simonov, political
commentator for the Russian News and Infor-
mation Agency Novosti, in the article He Did
It His Way memorialize President Yeltsin well.

BORIS YELTSIN: HE DID IT HIs WAY

Moscow.—President Bush sees Boris
Yeltsin as a historic figure who served his
country at a time of great change.

Prime Minister Tony Blair recalls the Rus-
sian leader as an outstanding statesman who
realized how much Russia needed democratic
and economic reforms.

Javier Solana, a European Union official
and former secretary-general of NATO,
thinks that Yeltsin displayed incredible fore-
sight and courage when he decided to sign a
hitherto unthinkable agreement on Russian
cooperation with the North Atlantic alliance
in the early 1990s.

These statements could be summed up in
the following words, which the West could
write on a wreath to lay at the grave of Rus-
sia’s first elected president: ““We are grateful
to you for creating a Russia that no longer
scares us.” In other words, Yeltsin made
Russia look normal in the eyes of the civ-
ilized world.

He gave his people three simple, funda-
mental rights that citizens of civilized coun-
tries have enjoyed for a long time. Under
Yeltsin, Russians received the opportunity
to say what they thought, elect who they
liked to major posts, and own private prop-
erty, be it a house in the Moscow suburbs or
a villa in Nice, although the majority could
buy the latter only in theory.

Having embarked on the path of democ-
racy and the market economy, no matter
how awful it seemed to some initially, the
mysterious and dangerous communist con-
trolled Russia turned into a sensible and un-
derstandable country. Russians became more
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like Westerners. Perhaps at that moment,
when differences were swept away, the Cold
War came to an end. Credit for this historic
accomplishment largely goes to Yeltsin as
well.

By the end of his eight-year-long rule,
Boris Yeltsin had lost the admiration of his
compatriots. His popularity in Russia, but
not in the West, had gone down. Well-to-do
analysts watching events in Russia from afar
thought that nothing tragic was happening.
To be more precise, they believed that Rus-
sia had to go through its ordeals like any
country undergoing a great change.

The West shares our grief because it also
understands the greatness of the late Rus-
sian president. After all, it was Yeltsin who
buried communism and made Russia part of
the free world. In history textbooks he will
always be remembered as a giant Russian
standing on a tank, the man who prevented
his country’s return to the gloomy era of to-
talitarianism.

Frank Sinatra once sang “I did it my
way.” The same words can be applied to
Yeltsin. He did it his way, and both Russia
and the West are grateful to him for choos-
ing freedom.

HONORING MARIO GALLEGOS, JR.,
FOR BEING NAMED ‘“GOVERNOR
FOR A DAY”

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commend Mr. Mario
V. Gallegos, Jr., on being named “Governor
for a Day” in the State of Texas. Senator
Gallegos, a long time Houstonian, has served
his community first as a Houston firefighter,
then as a Texas State Representative, and
now as a Texas State Senator. He was the
first Hispanic Senator elected to represent
Harris County.

Senator Gallegos, like myself, is a graduate
of the University of Houston. In Austin, he
continually serves as a strong voice for the
university, to ensure levels of funding increase
with the growing population of his district.

Having served 22 years as a firefighter,
where he retired as Senior Captain, Senator
Gallegos has fought for growth and increased
funding for firefighters and law enforcement,
alike. He was recently recognized for his work
in the 77th Legislative Session by the Texas
State Association of Fire Fighters and the
Combined Law Enforcement Association of
Texas. Senator Gallegos has also received
such accolades as the Texas Municipal
League’s “Distinguished Legislative Service
Award,” Legislator of the Year by the Mexican
American Bar Association of Texas, and the
Fiestas Patrias Distinguished Hispanic of the
Year Award.

And so it is with great pleasure that | recog-
nize my good friend in his continued work to
serve Texas, Mario Gallegos. His distin-
guished legacy of service speaks volumes and
| congratulate him on being named “Governor
for a Day.”
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CONGRESSIONAL ART COMPETI-
TION WINNER KRISTEN HRIZO

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the artistic ability of a young woman
from my Congressional District, Kristen Hrizo
of West Mifflin High School.

Kristen is the winner in the 2007 14th Con-
gressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery.” Kristen’s work, a piece utilizing pen-
cil, ink, watercolors, color pencil, and marker,
is entitled “A Walk in the Jungle.”

Kristen’s artwork was selected from a num-
ber of outstanding entries to this year's com-
petition. | am certain that her family is proud
of her artistic talents as well as this accom-
plishment.

It gives me great pride and pleasure that
Kristen’s painting will be representing the 14th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in the
national exhibit of high school students’ art-
work that will be set up in the United States
Capitol in the coming weeks. The winners of
the Congressional Art Competitions held in
each Congressional District will be displayed
in that exhibit.

| encourage my colleagues as well as any
visitor to Capitol Hill to view Kristen’s artwork,
along with all of the other winning artwork that
will be on display throughout the next year. It
is amazing to walk through this corridor and
see the interpretation of life through the eyes
of these young artists from all across our
country.

| would also like to recognize all the other
participants in this year's 14th Congressional
District High School Art Competition, “An Ar-
tistic Discovery.” | would like to thank these
impressive young artists for allowing us to
share and celebrate their talents, imagination,
and creativity. The efforts of these students in
expressing themselves in a powerful and posi-
tive manner are no less than spectacular. |
hope that all of these individuals continue to
utilize their artistic talents, and | wish them all
the best of luck in their future endeavors.

| want to congratulate all of the participants
in this year's 14th Congressional District Art
Competition and thank them for sharing their
gifts with us.

———
U.S. TROOP READINESS VET-
ERANS’ HEALTH, AND IRAQ AC-

COUNTABILITY ACT, 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion to the Fiscal Year 2007 Emergency Sup-
plemental Spending bill.

A few weeks ago, the House of Representa-
tives passed a version of this legislation that
included billions of dollars in non-emergency
spending and numerous provisions relating to
troop withdrawal that were not requested by
the Administration or our military leaders. The
conference agreement before us today en-
dorses these extraneous provisions, and as a
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result the President has made clear he will
veto this bill.

As our Nation continues to debate the future
of U.S. involvement in Irag, some of my col-
leagues have argued that Congress should
mandate a hard deadline for the redeployment
of U.S. troops. While | believe that Congress
has an important role to play in this debate,
such crucial decisions should not be made
without substantial input from our military and
foreign policy leaders. | have disagreed with
many aspects of our strategy in Iraq, but | feel
strongly that requiring an arbitrary date for
troop withdrawal would endanger our soldiers
and undermine efforts to maintain stability in
the Middle East.

Now is the time for Democrats and Repub-
licans to unite around a strategy that funds our
troops and supports an effective way forward
in Iraq. We cannot afford to waste precious
moments arguing over political objectives and
pork barrel spending projects, such as those
included in this conference report.

Mr. Speaker, | intend to vote against this bill
and | call upon my colleagues to dispense
with the political rhetoric and get to work im-
mediately on passing a bipartisan emergency
supplemental spending bill.

————
IN SUPPORT OF TAIWAN’S BID
FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, for years
now, Taiwan has had no representation in the
World Health Organization (WHO). The health
rights of Taiwan’s 23 million people have been
grossly neglected. As a democracy, the Gov-
ernment of Taiwan is compelled to respect the
wishes of its people and apply for membership
into the WHO. Also, Taiwan would like to be
invited to send observers to sessions of the
World Health Assembly this May.

| support Taiwan’s bid to be a member of
the WHO. Taiwan’s bid is closely related to its
campaign for World Health Assembly observer
status and meaningful participation in World
Health Organization activities. The health
rights of the 23 million Taiwanese people must
be respected. Moreover, Taiwan is willing and
able to contribute to the world health network.
As of December 2006, Taiwan had 32 tech-
nical missions stationed in 29 partner coun-
tries and dispatched 16 mobile medical mis-
sions to 12 countries. It is conceivable that
with a membership in the WHO, Taiwan will
be able to contribute even more of its re-
sources to the global health network.

Several years ago, Taiwan was gripped in
crisis with the outbreak of SARS. Since Tai-
wan was not a member of the WHO, Taiwan
encountered a significant amount of red-tape
in getting WHO assistance to the affected
areas during its urgent time of need during the
SARS crisis. Should there ever be a new
medical crisis in Taiwan, the WHO should be
free of all barriers in assisting people in urgent
need of immediate medical attention.

Madam Speaker, Taiwan’s application for
WHO membership in the name of Taiwan
does not represent any change of Taiwan’s
status quo. Taiwan is most commonly known
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as “Taiwan” internationally and the Govern-
ment of Taiwan has made it absolutely clear
that it has no intention of changing its national
name. Taiwan’s Constitution has not been
changed.

| hope that the administration will once
again enthusiastically support Taiwan’s appli-
cation and that no government will dispute
Taiwan’s membership request. All nations, es-
pecially the United States, Japan, and major
European countries, should request the WHO
to make appropriate arrangements for Taiwan
to participate in WHO’s mechanisms or at the
very least grant Taiwan WHA observer status
this May.

TRIBUTE TO THE AU SABLE
ANGLERS

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of the most effective, well or-
ganized and long standing conservation
groups in the State of Michigan, the Au Sable
Anglers. This organization, which has done so
much to preserve the Au Sable River, cele-
brates its twentieth anniversary on Saturday.

The Au Sable River is located in northern
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. The river winds
from Lake Huron inland running approximately
140 miles to the center of the peninsula. This
picturesque river and its surrounding wetlands
are a favorite fishing spot for Michigan resi-
dents seeking brown trout as well as for fish-
ing enthusiasts who travel from across the
country each year for some of the best fishing
in the nation. The river has faced many
threats, but the Au Sable Anglers have re-
mained stalwart champions of the river, help-
ing to preserve this wondrous natural resource
for future generations of trout anglers and out-
doorsmen.

The Anglers of the Au Sable was born out
of efforts to prevent a Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) policy from being
rescinded. The State’s 1986 Catch and Re-
lease fishing policy was at the time being chal-
lenged. To thwart efforts to rescind this policy,
a local businessman named Rusty Gates,
whose fishing lodge and tackle shop abuts the
banks of the Au Sable River, rallied sup-
porters.

In May of 1986, Mr. Gates began culling a
mailing list from his lodge guests and patrons
of his fly shop to organize allies and protect
the catch and release policy. In September of
1986, six anglers—Rusty Gates, Dan Drislane,
Ed McGlinn, Dennis Potter, Vic Prislipski and
Gene Ballou—met in the Gates Au Sable
Lodge. This organizational meeting was the
genesis of the Au Sable Anglers. In August of
that year, the Au Sable Anglers held their first
annual members meeting with 75 conserva-
tionists in attendance.

While the Au Sable Anglers were originally
formed to address the issue of the Department
of Natural Resources’ Catch and Release pol-
icy, they rapidly expanded their areas of inter-
est to face down an array of threats to the Au
Sable River.

When the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission initiated its re-licensing process for
scores of hydroelectric dams in Michigan, in-
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cluding six on the Au Sable River, the Anglers
helped ensure that Au Sable River would be
protected. In the early 1990s, the Anglers dis-
covered illegal water regulation at a dam on
the Au Sable that was causing extremely low
water conditions. After pressure from the An-
glers, the owner of the dam abandoned this
environmentally damaging practice. The Au
Sable Anglers were also involved on issues
surrounding gas exploration near the river.

Although the Au Sable Anglers are active on
public policy and environmental issues affect-
ing the Au Sable River and its ecosystem,
they are not afraid to roll up their sleeves to
help remediate pollution and keep the river
clean. Over the years they have helped re-
store scores of soil erosion sites and funded
the repair and restoration of hundreds of fish
habitat sites. Every year since September of
1996, they have held an annual river clean up,
in which hundreds of volunteers walk more
than 100 miles of river, filling trash bags with
waste and debris. Since its inception, the an-
nual river clean up has evolved into an event
that rallies the entire Au Sable River commu-
nity together. Not only do volunteers from the
Anglers pitch in, but local property owners
along the river open their land to the trash col-
lection teams and help guide the teams from
point to point.

The organization has also lent its financial
resources towards engaging young people in
conservation studies. Over the years, the An-
glers have underwritten several graduate biol-
ogy students to investigate soil erosion and
other problems impacting the Au Sable River
and its habitat.

Today, after twenty years of hard work to
preserve the Au Sable River for future genera-
tions, the Au Sable River Anglers remains a
vibrant and effective organization. The group
boasts over 600 conservationists as dues pay-
ing members and remains involved in local en-
vironmental issues and in river remediation ef-
forts. Rusty Gates continues to serve as the
organization’s President. Like the organiza-
tion’s founders and board members, he should
be commended for dedicating so much of his
personal time to building the organization and
protecting the Au Sable River.

Madam Speaker, the Au Sable Anglers pro-
vide an inspiring example of how ordinary citi-
zens can band together to protect and im-
prove their local environment. While the Au
Sable Anglers have not won every battle they
have fought, their collective, tireless efforts
have done much to preserve one of northern
Michigan’s great locations for fishing, canoeing
and outdoors life.

Twenty years ago, six outdoorsmen gath-
ered to discuss how they could protect and
improve a northern Michigan river that they
cared for greatly. Today, twenty years later,
thanks to that initial meeting, the Au Sable An-
glers remains a vigilant defender of the Au
Sable River.

Madam Speaker, as this local, grassroots
organization observes its twentieth anniver-
sary, | would ask that you and the entire U.S.
House of Representatives join me in thanking
the Au Sable Anglers for their work and in sa-
luting them for their stalwart advocacy on be-
half of the Au Sable River.
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