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PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRANK
MARTIN

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my good friend Frank Martin and
congratulate him on 30 years of exceptional
success as the President and C.E.O. of Mar-
tin-Harris Construction.

Frank founded Martin-Harris Construction in
1976 with five associates and a vision. Over
30 years his vision has been realized many
times over. Since its inception, Martin-Harris
has been granted general contracting licenses
in Arizona, California, New Mexico and Utah
and currently has over 400 associates gener-
ating over $340 million in 2006. Martin-Harris
Construction has been recognzed as an indus-
try leader; their accolades include the Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur of the Year for the Inland
Empire Region and the Las Vegas Chamber
of Commerce Community Achievement Award
in Business. They have also been recognized
by the National Association of Industrial and
Office Properties as the Top Contracting firm
in 2001, 2003, 2004, 2006 and 2007.

In addition to Frank’s exceptional business
success he has made a profound impact on
the community through his involvement with
numerous community organizations. Frank
presently serves on the board of directors of
U.S. Bank and Opportunity Village. He is a
Life Time Board Member of the AGC, UNLV
Foundation, and the CCSN Foundation Board.
Frank and his wife, Bonnie, have also hosted
the annual Miss Kitty’s Jeans to Jewels fund-
raiser for Opportunity Village since 2001 at
their Bitter Root Ranch.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
friend Frank Martin. His successes in business
and philanthropic pursuits are truly commend-
able and his dedication to community should
serve as an example to us all. | wish him the
best in his future endeavors.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
“MEDICARE FOR ALL ACT”

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, our Na-
tion’s healthcare system boasts many tri-
umphs—and many failures. As a nation we
spend more than $1.9 trillion on health care,
yet the number of those without insurance
continues to grow. At last count, more than 46
million Americans under age 65 had no health
insurance. This is an increase of 1.3 million
people from the previous year, and continues
this upward trend that began in 2000.

Those individuals who lack health insurance
often forgo vital treatment and are left to de-
pend upon a thinning safety net of healthcare
providers. No health insurance often means fil-
ing medical bankruptcies or, worse yet, be-
coming one of the 18,000 premature American
deaths each year that are attributable to lack-
ing health insurance.

It is time to act. Today | am introducing
“Medicare for All.” It will make the tried, true,
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and trusted Medicare program available to ev-
eryone under age 65. Citizens will also have
the option of selecting from any of the health
benefit plans available to Members of Con-
gress, the President, and Federal employees.
People with lower incomes will continue to re-
ceive extra help with cost-sharing and pre-
miums in order to access Medicare services.

According to the Institute of Medicine, insur-
ing all Americans would actually save the
country $380 billion a year, partly because we
already pay for the health care of the unin-
sured, who wait until they are in crisis and
often receive their care in emergency rooms.
If comprehensive healthcare coverage is avail-
able to all Americans, better preventative serv-
ices and earlier treatments will be received,
lowering healthcare costs. All Americans will
reap the economic benefits of a healthier na-
tion, from a stronger economy to lower health
insurance expenses.

This plan will save not only lives, but also
American jobs. American companies are com-
peting in the international marketplace against
businesses that do not directly bear the costs
of providing their employees and retirees with
health care.

As a result of a slowing economy earlier in
the decade and healthcare premiums increas-
ing faster than wages and incomes, the num-
ber of people with employer-based health in-
surance coverage continues to decline. Ap-
proximately 12.4 million people lost their em-
ployer-based insurance between 2000 and
2005. Premiums for family coverage have in-
creased by 87 percent since 2000. American
companies are trying to do the right thing, but
it is getting more difficult.

| urge my colleagues—both Democrats and
Republicans—to support this bill, and join me
in addressing the healthcare crisis faced by
millions of Americans today.

JAMES L. WOOD—SOCIOLOGIST,
POLITICAL ACTIVIST

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, my friend
and colleague, James L. Wood, died on
Wednesday, April 18, following a brief bout
with an aggressive cancer. Since his retire-
ment from San Diego State University in May
2005, Jim and his wife Patsy lived in Berkeley.
Jim was an inspirational teacher and reform
activist. These passions animated him
throughout his life, both in his family relations
and in his engagement with the larger world.

Jim was born in Oakland, CA, in 1941. After
graduating from the Oakland public schools,
he enrolled in the University of California,
Berkeley, where he earned his Bachelor's de-
gree and Ph.D. in sociology. As a student at
Berkeley, Jim met his future wife Patsy. They
studied at Berkeley in extraordinary times,
when national and world affairs and their aca-
demic aspirations converged. Jim’s first day of
graduate school, October 1, 1964, marked the
beginning of the Free Speech movement. Ad-
ditionally, the Civil Rights movement and the
anti-war movement’s mobilization of students
and broad segments of the general public
against the U.S. involvement in war in South-
east Asia influenced Jim to study collective
behavior and mass movements.
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Upon completion of his doctoral studies at
Berkeley, Jim moved to San Diego and joined
the Sociology Department at San Diego State
University (SDSU) in 1975. His scholarship
and teaching focused on social movements
and political sociology. He also taught courses
on statistics and methodology. Jim assumed
the duties of Department Chair, from 1991 to
2000. During these years at SDSU, Jim au-
thored and co-authored many articles and
books addressing civil rights, collective behav-
ior and student activism, social movements,
and sociological traditions.

When State budget allocations for the Cali-
fornia State University system (CSU) declined,
in the early 1990s, efforts of the SDSU leader-
ship to restructure departments on that cam-
pus, including elimination of the Sociology De-
partment, prompted Jim to focus intensively on
the politics of higher education. As an activist
and leader in the SDSU Chapter of the Cali-
fornia Faculty Association, Jim was part of a
faculty-student coalition that prompted the res-
toration of nine academic departments that
had been slated for dismantling, and the with-
drawal of termination notices for the numerous
tenured faculty who would have been dis-
missed. For the CFA Chapter, Jim chaired the
legislative committee. He also actively partici-
pated in other organizations, including the
American Sociological Association. He was a
member and elected officer of the American
Association of University Professors. In 1996,
he was a founding member and later became
president of the San Diego-based Faculty Co-
alition for Public Higher Education, which sup-
ports funding stabilization for the State’s public
colleges and universities, the protection of ten-
ure in the face of the expansion and exploi-
tation of contingent faculty ranks, faculty con-
trol of technology in the classroom, and the
exposure of corporate influence in higher edu-
cation.

Following retirement, Jim and Patsy reset-
tled in Berkeley. Jim continued to be active in
sharing information and supporting the reforms
for the community colleges and universities to
which he had devoted so much energy over
the years.

For colleagues and friends, the memory of
Jim as a committed professor and activist will
continue as an inspiration.

Jim is survived by his wife Patsy and
daughter Ann, both of Berkeley, and son Jeff
of Los Angeles.

A memorial service will be held on Satur-
day, April 28, at 2 p.m. at the Unity Church,
2075 Eunice Street, Berkeley, CA.

HONORING ROBERT D. FITZER
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Robert D. Fitzer, a longtime
clarinetist, music educator, and community ac-
tivist in the Mahoning Valley.

Robert Fitzer was born in Youngstown, Ohio
to former YSU Dana School of Music faculty
members James Fitzer and Dolores Severino.
By the time he was in 8th grade he was a
member of the Youngstown Symphony Youth
Orchestra. He studied clarinet at Northwestern
University, where he was a member of their
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Symphony Orchestra and their Symphonic
Wind Ensemble. Robert studied at the Amer-
ican Institute of Musical Studies in Graz, Aus-
tria and in the International Festival Institute in
Round Top, Texas. He has also received
coaching in chamber music by Grammy-award
winning cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

As a musician, Bob Fitzer has performed at
Carnegie Hall, recorded Grammy Award win-
ning music, and collaborated with the Pitts-
burgh Symphony Orchestra. He has per-
formed on motion picture soundtracks, Broad-
way shows on tour, and with rock bands such
as Yes and Styx. He has performed with the
United States Navy Band and the Blossom
Festival Concert Band. Bob also served as so-
loist in 2004 with the Youngstown State Uni-
versity Symphonic Wind Ensemble.

Bob Fitzer has been a faculty member at
YSU’s Dana School of Music for 11 years. He
teaches a studio of 24 clarinet majors and has
formed clarinet choirs, trios and quartets. He
has also served on the faculties of Trinity Uni-
versity in San Antonio and Allegheny College
in Meadville, Pennsylvania. In addition, he
also conducts classes at his private clarinet
studio in Youngstown.

Bob Fitzer has also been involved in the
community life of Youngstown and Mahoning
Valley. He has served as president of the Citi-
zens League of Greater Youngstown and as a
volunteer counselor at the Help Hotline Crisis
Center. From 1995 to 2001 Bob Fitzer was co-
host of WYSU's Commentary Café radio
show. During that time | was granted the
honor of being one of his guests.

Bob Fitzer spent a lifetime contributing to
the art that this world so desperately needs.
Currently, Bob Fitzer needs the comfort of that
art and the friendship of his friends as he
fights cancer. Bob, we wish you well and we
pray for you and we hope you find the comfort
and friendship that you have so freely pro-
vided for others throughout your life.

IN MEMORY OF MURRAY TOLER
HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of my friend Mr. Murray
Toler of Malvern, Arkansas, who passed away
April 14, 2007.

Murray Toler was a World War Il veteran,
devoted family man and a civic leader whose
optimistic and determined outlook on life im-
pacted all who knew him and called him a
friend.

Murray Toler was born and raised in Leola
and Sheridan, Arkansas, and upon graduating
high school, he joined the United States Navy,
where he served through World War Il. Murray
Toler spent a lifetime in the forestry and lum-
ber business as the longtime partner and ac-
tive manger at the H.G. Toler and Sons Lum-
ber Company in Leola. He was a devout
member of the First United Methodist Church
of Malvern, where he actively served on nu-
merous committees and boards throughout the
years. Murray Toler also served on the board
of directors of the Malvern National Bank for
more than 40 years, an accomplishment that
demonstrated his dedication and commitment
to his community.
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| send my deepest condolences to his wife,
Ruby, of Malvern; his two daughters Nancy
Toler Grigsby and Cindy Toler Hale; his son
David Toler; and to his five grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

Murray Toler will be sorely missed by his
family, his church and his community. | will
continue to keep his family in my thoughts and
prayers.

HONORING THE CAREER OF RETIR-
ING CALVIN COLLEGE CHAPLAIN
DALE COOPER

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dale Cooper, chaplain of Calvin Col-
lege in Grand Rapids, Michigan, who will retire
after 30 years of service at Calvin.

Chaplain Dale Cooper began his work at
Calvin College in 1976. Three years later, he
became chaplain, and has over the past three
decades provided students, faculty, and staff
at Calvin College with remarkable guidance.
Chaplain Cooper’s devotion to God and love
for all people led him to become chaplain, and
by all accounts, his career at Calvin can be re-
garded as wholly successful. In his time there,
he has provided invaluable spiritual guidance
to students, whether they had suffered a loss
in the family or were struggling to cope with a
rigorous class schedule. Through his coun-
seling, preaching and other interactions with
students and faculty, Chaplain Cooper em-
bodied the creed of the Christian Reformed
Church to incorporate faith and to honor God
in every aspect of life, including work and
study. Chaplain Cooper has helped see the
Calvin College community through both good
times and bad, and has left a lasting impact
on everyone he has come into contact with.

One of Chaplain Cooper’s most remarkable
endeavors occurred when he drove his 1941
John Deere “B” tractor across the Midwest,
from Calvin College all the way to Alton, lowa.
It was a spiritual journey for Chaplain Cooper;
his father was a farmer and John Deere trac-
tor enthusiast. He had to give up farming after
his wife, Dale’s mother, was paralyzed from
the neck down by polio. The illness confined
Dale Cooper's mother to an iron lung for 40
years of her life. Incredible spiritual journeys
such as this are not uncommon for Chaplain
Cooper.

Chaplain Cooper’s effectiveness as a spir-
itual guide to students at Calvin College is
validated by their affection for him. Known
simply as “Coop” to most students, Cooper
has a gift of immediately connecting with peo-
ple. His friendliness, open door policy, and
love for Calvin College and its students, fac-
ulty and staff have earned him a sterling rep-
utation around campus, and in the greater
community.

In addition to providing guidance, Chaplain
Dale Cooper will leave behind a number of
programs at Calvin College that reflect his
dedication to the institution. Cooper worked to
constantly reform the college to welcome peo-
ple of all backgrounds and faith traditions.

For these and other acts of caring, compas-
sion and dedication to Calvin College and the
community it serves, we honor Dale Cooper in
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his retirement. The impact he has had on peo-
ple at Calvin cannot be measured by any tan-
gible means. But ask anyone who has gotten
to know him there, and it is evident that the
mark he leaves behind at the institution is im-
measurably large. | hope Dale Cooper’s life
continues to be as fulfilling for him in retire-
ment as it has been in his years at Calvin Col-
lege.
—

TRIBUTE TO RUDY OKRUHLIK
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, on April 26 the
Brazoria Roundtable will honor Mr. Rudy
Okruhlik for his over 30 years of work in
Texas schools, the last 6 years of which were
spent as superintendent of Brazosport Inde-
pendent School District (ISD). Brazospsort ISD
consists of 11 elementary schools, 2 middle
schools, 3 intermediate schools, 2 high
schools, and an alternative placement center.
Under Superintendent Okruhlik’s leadership,
Brazosport ISD combined challenging aca-
demic programs with a passionate commit-
ment to excellence in order to produce an en-
vironment conducive to high student achieve-
ment.

The results of Superintendent Okruhlik’s ef-
forts are shown in Brazosport ISD’s rating as
Academically Acceptable for the last 2 years
on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills (TAKS) test, with 9 of the 18 regular
education campuses rated exemplary or rec-
ognized in 2005. Additionally, Brazosport ISD
has scored well above the minimum Federal
Adequate Yearly Progress requirements for
the last 2 years.

Prior to coming to Brazosport ISD, Rudy
Okruhlik served as superintendent of Palacios
Independent School District from 1992 through
1997 and of Huntsville Independent School
District from 1997 through 2000. In recognition
of his lifetime commitment to, and achieve-
ment in, education, Okruhlik has been named
an honorary life member of the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, | once
again express my pleasure in joining the
Brazoria Roundtable in saluting Mr. Rudy
Okruhlik for his work on behalf of Texas chil-
dren.

IN LASTING MEMORY OF JUDGE
GEORGE HOWARD, JR.

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Judge George Howard
Jr., a true treasure to the community of Pine
Bluff, Arkansas, and to the entire State of Ar-
kansas. Judge Howard passed away April 21,
2007, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, at the age of
82.

Judge Howard spent a lifetime breaking
down barriers, and began his service to our
nation at the age of 18 in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War Il. During his service, the Navy
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