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Monday, April 23, 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to remember a
pioneering woman, a fearless advocate for
justice and equality, and a remarkable trail-
blazer who was dedicated to improving the
lives of others. Congresswoman JUANITA
MILLENDER-MCDONALD embodied all that mem-
bers of Congress strive to be: she was a mas-
terful navigator of Washington politics; she
was a tireless champion for her constituents in
Southern California; she was a focused and
determined activist for the less fortunate all
over the world. She was also a dear friend
and valued colleague to those of us in Con-
gress, and to so many others who were fortu-
nate enough to know her on both a personal
and professional level.

As the first African-American woman ever to
wield the gavel of a full Congressional com-
mittee, JUANITA was proof of the milestones
that can be achieved through dedication, intel-
ligence, and political acumen. Her steady rise
through the hierarchy of California politics—
from a seat on the Carson City Council to a
position in the California State Assembly, and
finally to the Halls of Congress—instilled in her
an unshakeable allegiance to the people who
repeatedly elected her.

JUANITA’s intense loyalty to her constituents
was reflected in their own well-placed faith
that she would represent them in a principled
and thoughtful manner. She never let them
down; indeed, her record as a public figure
was characterized by an attention to the
needs of her constituents, by a single-minded
focus on achieving equality, and by adherence
to the principle that democratic government;
should help those most in need.

Everything JUANITA did was colored by her
passionate quest for equality. She used this
intensity to her advantage, emerging as an ef-
fective and authoritative advocate for women’s
rights at home and abroad. Never afraid to
tackle controversial issues or to use her posi-
tion as a bullhorn for reform, JUANITA’s energy
and enthusiasm for advancing the cause of
women’s rights propelled her into a leadership
role from her earliest days in Washington.

Innovative ideas on this score seemed to
emanate from JUANITA. She convened a first-
of-its-kind meeting between women members
of Congress and female Supreme Court jus-
tices to discuss women’s issues. She carried
the Families First Agenda to more than thirty
states for the first time. She served as the first
Democratic Chair of the Congressional Cau-
cus for Women’s Issues. Through it all, JUA-
NITA was masterful at marshaling well-known
and influential individuals to her cause without
ever losing sight of her goal, which was to
help create a society committed to justice, fair-
ness, and equality.

It is fitting that JUANITA was such an out-
spoken and effective advocate for women’s
rights, for perhaps her greatest strength lay in
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her identity as a woman. She demonstrated
for all of us—men and women alike—that
being a member of Congress, a mother, and
a grandmother at the same time was not
merely a challenge. For JUANITA, it was a
blessing to be embraced and cherished. As a
grandmother myself, | looked to her as a role
model for how to integrate the unique chal-
lenges of having a family with the equally ex-
citing responsibilities that come from serving in
Congress. Two of the most rewarding pleas-
ures in life are raising a family and working for
the public, and JUANITA’s life is solid proof that
a dedicated and forthright individual can ac-
complish both with poise, grace, and dignity.

| extend my deepest condolences to Con-
gresswoman MILLENDER-MCDONALD’s family.
While this week my fellow Members and | lost
a trusted colleague, confidant, and friend, their
loss resonates more deeply than we can
know. Nonetheless, | know that | speak for all
of the Congress when | say that JUANITA
MILLENDER-MCDONALD was someone we ad-
mired on a personal and professional level,
someone whose absence will leave a void
within us, and someone whose legacy of prin-
cipled and determined leadership will not be
forgotten.

———

NINETY-SECOND COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 23, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the victims of the Armenian
Genocide.

Today marks the anniversary of the delib-
erate campaign of genocide perpetrated by
the Ottoman Empire in 1915. On April 24th,
the Ottoman government arrested an esti-
mated 250 Armenian religious, political, and
intellectual leaders, which were taken to the
interior of Turkey and murdered. From 1915-
1923, 1.5 million Armenians were killed and
more than 500,000 were forced from their
homeland into exile.

In spite of overwhelming evidence, particu-
larly American diplomatic records from the
time, some continue to deny the occurrence of
this brutal tragedy in human history. As a
member of Congress, | represent a significant
population of Armenian survivors who have
proudly preserved their culture, traditions, and
religion and have told the horrors of the geno-
cide to an often indifferent world.

We must continue to ensure future genera-
tions know and understand the history of the
Armenian Genocide in order to learn from the
mistakes of the past and prevent future atroc-
ities. For that reason, | have again cospon-
sored a resolution, H. Res. 106, that calls
upon the president to make recognition of the
Armenian Genocide an official position of
United States foreign policy.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to fully recognize the
Armenian Genocide in order to right the histor-
ical record. By doing so we pay tribute to the
memory of all the individuals who suffered,
their family members that remain, and vow to
never forget their sacrifices.
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PEPFAR: AN ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
this morning the Committee on Foreign Affairs
held a hearing in anticipation of the reauthor-
ization of the President’'s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief. | concur on the importance of ex-
amining the extraordinary successes of this
program, as well as the means by which we
can ensure that it continues to meet the needs
of those impacted by the pandemic.

In my travels abroad, particularly in Africa
and Vietnam, | have seen for myself how the
intervention has transformed lives and infused
hope in individuals, families and communities
affected by HIV/AIDS. One experience that
struck me, in particular, was in Uganda when
| visited there last year. | had the privilege of
meeting Mr. John Robert Ongole, who is 29
years old and the first person to benefit from
the first treatment program funded by
PEPFAR. | was told that when he first started
receiving the anti-retroviral therapy, he looked
like a walking skeleton. When | met him, he
was healthy and energetic, leading an active
life and caring for his family. | have recently
learned that he has almost completed his
bachelor’'s degree in teaching. He and count-
less others have expressed their profound
gratitude to President Bush and the American
people for giving them a new lease on life in
the face of this devastating disease.

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of
PEPFAR here in Congress is the requirement
that one-third of prevention funding be ex-
pended on abstinence and fidelity programs,
known as the A and B aspects of the ABC
(abstinence, be faithful and condoms) preven-
tion model. Some have called for the removal
of this requirement in favor of an evidence-
based approach, free from legislative con-
straints, that takes into account the particular
situation of the individual country. What these
people fail to take into account is that the ABC
model is evidence-based, and those countries
with generalized epidemics that have experi-
enced declines in prevalence have empha-
sized behaviors of abstinence, and fidelity in
relationships between un-infected partners.

In a statement published in 2004 in the
prestigious scientific journal, The Lancet, over
160 scientists and the President of Uganda
noted that “when targeting young people, for
those who have not started sexual activity, the
first priority should be to encourage absti-
nence or delay of sexual onset, hence empha-
sizing risk avoidance as the best way to pre-
vent HIV and other sexually transmitted infec-
tions as well as unwanted pregnancies. After
sexual debut, returning to abstinence or being
mutually faithful with an uninfected partner are
the most effective ways of avoiding infection.”

In the past, even those considered “ex-
perts” on the ground have resisted imple-
menting the ABC strategy with the proper em-
phasis on A and B, and so the spending re-
quirement was necessary. | have met rep-
resentatives of USAID who acknowledged that
they were initially skeptical of the possibility of
changing people’s behavior as a key element
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of HIV/AIDS prevention, but due to their expe-
rience of implementing the PEPFAR absti-
nence and fidelity programs they had become
convinced of their efficacy.

| would strongly encourage my fellow Mem-
bers to examine the growing evidence regard-
ing the success of the ABC model in HIV/
AIDS prevention. It is, fundamentally, a matter
of life and death.

———

NINETY-SECOND COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 23, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to commemorate the anniversary of the first
genocide of the 20th century. More than 90
years ago, the Ottoman Empire organized a
campaign to exterminate 1.5 million Arme-
nians. The world watched as this horror un-
folded before them, and did nothing.

As the first genocide of the 21st century—
this time in Darfur—began to take shape, the
world again hesitated, this time to debate for
months the definition of genocide, as thou-
sands died and thousands more were dis-
placed. Today, 200,000 people have been
killed in Darfur and 2.5 million driven from
their homes. And so, | rise Mr. Speaker not
only to acknowledge and remember the hor-
rific events that befell the Armenian people at
the dawn of the last century, but also to high-
light the horrific events occurring one hundred
years later in Darfur at the dawn of this cen-
tury.

For the past few years, as the anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide approached, |
hoped that year would be the year a solution
to the crisis would come. But, this year, in-
stead of speaking of how the lessons of the
Armenian Genocide helped unite the world
around a solution for Darfur, | can only report
of ongoing suffering and continued killings.

As the world pauses today to remember
those who suffered and died during the Arme-
nian Genocide, we need to ask ourselves if
we have really absorbed the lessons of that
tragedy—and, if we are really doing all that
can be done to bring this century’s genocide
to an end.

——————

ISLAND OF CYPRUS AND THE
ANNAN PLAN

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to bring renewed attention to the contin-
ued situation on the island of Cyprus. On this
date three years ago, the inhabitants of the is-
land participated in a referenda put forward by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

the United Nations under Secretary General
Kofi Annan. The Annan Plan, as it is often re-
ferred to, foresaw a bi-communal, bi-zonal fed-
eration based on political equality. We recall
that the Turkish Cypriots in the north of the is-
land voted by an impressive majority in favor
of the Annan Plan. Unfortunately, this support
was not reciprocated by the Greek Cypriots
and a comprehensive settlement was not, nor
has been since, agreed to.

The Annan Plan was the product of intense
negotiations conducted under the auspices of
the United Nations Secretary General between
the Turkish Cypriots, Greek Cypriots, Turkey
and Greece. It was the first plan to date to be
submitted for public approval. In addition, it
struck a fair compromise between the two
sides on the island and was supported by both
the United States and the European Union.
Had it passed, it would have brought about a
resolution to the longstanding separation of
the island and contributed to political stability
in this region of the world. Following the
referenda, the Greek Cypriot side, which re-
jected the Annan Plan, was granted entrance
into the EU. However, the Turkish Cypriot
side, which accepted the settlement plan, re-
mained outside the EU.

Soon after the referenda, the former U.N.
Secretary-General, in his report to the Security
Council, pointed out this injustice and stressed
that the isolation of the Turkish Cypriots
should be lifted given that they had voted for
a settlement. In the same report, he called
upon all states to eliminate the unnecessary
restrictions and barriers that have the effect of
isolating the people of Northern Cyprus and
impeding development.

The Council of the European Union, the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope and the Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference all concurred in declaring the need to
put right this injustice.

Although it has been three years since the
international community made commitments
towards this end, and despite the conviction
that reducing the inequalities between the
economies of the two sides would facilitate the
reunification of the island, the necessary steps
have not been taken regarding the removal or
relaxation of the isolation. Admirably, the Turk-
ish Cypriots have not wavered in their deter-
mination to engage in further efforts to find a
comprehensive solution to the Cyprus problem
and they welcome the initiatives carried out
under the mission of good offices of the U.N.
Secretary General.

More than ever before, as supporters of a
comprehensive settlement on the island, |
strongly believe that the removal of the isola-
tion of the Turkish Cypriots—economic, social,
and political—would be the most positive step
in the quest for the resumption of political ne-
gotiations on the path to a settlement. The
Turkish Cypriots have demonstrated remark-
able flexibility and political maturity. They rose
to the occasion when the critical moment
came three years ago in mutually deciding the
future of Cyprus. Acknowledging and properly
responding to their constructive behavior is not
only the right message to all concerned, but is
also a requisite of fairness and justice.
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EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF HE
HONORABLE JUANITA
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS FROM THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SPEECH OF
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OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 23, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of my close and dear friend
JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD, whom | have
worked with and known for many, many years.
| am deeply saddened by the news of her un-
timely passing, and | would like to extend my
sincere condolences to the family, friends, and
constituents of this distinguished Member of
Congress.

She came to Congress in 1996 and quickly
moved up the ranks among her peers. Her
commitment to excellence led her to achieve
a series of political firsts, including, becoming
the first African American woman to chair the
Committee on House Administration, the first
African American woman to serve on the Car-
son City Council; the first to hold the position
of Chairwoman for two powerful California
State Assembly committees in her first term,
and the first African American woman to give
the national Democratic response to President
Bush’s weekly radio address. She spoke her
mind and was not easily intimidated by polit-
ical pressure, regardless of from where it
came.

Furthermore, in the 110th Congress, in addi-
tion to her Chairwomanship, she served on
eight full and sub-committees. One issue that
the Congresswoman and | worked on closely
together was the protection of one’s funda-
mental and Constitutional right to vote. Our
combined efforts on voting irregularities in
Ohio ultimately led to the introduction of HR
4141 in 2005, which would amend the Help
America Vote Act of 2002.

She believed that there are no more impor-
tant responsibilities in the People’s House of
Representatives than ensuring that the ability
to vote in free and fair elections is not com-
promised in any manner, which has not al-
ways been the case. She was a visionary, an
advocate for justice for all Americans, and the
embodiment of determination.

MILLENDER-MCDONALD was a role model
and incredibly dedicated to the empowerment
of woman and youth as the Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of the League of African-
American Women, and the Founder of the
Young Advocates, a political leadership-train-
ing program for African-Americans between
the ages of 18 and 35.

It has been an honor and a pleasure to
serve with a distinguished woman of strength,
integrity, and dynamism. Not only will | miss
her dearly, but she will also be missed by the
many people that she has touched throughout
her service in Congress.
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